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PREFACE.

Ir is with unfeigned diffidencé this volume is
submitted to the public; not’ from a suspicion
of deficient and uninstructive Mnterest in the
theme, but the fear of iis‘auﬁ'«'x'iug from a want
of literary skill on the part of the writer. It 1
the first time he has ventured on the responsibih-
tien of authorship; and ghdly would he have
declined doing 50 now, could he have prevailed on
some more competent party to undertake them.

1t will perhaps be inquired, why should they

have been undertahen at,all? # The writer can

ouly ray, that’it is not sv wuch hig own judg-

ment, as that of others, which ha aled the

decision. Tt was thought by many, thaf ’the

character and course of the deceased nussionary
A3
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_were such as to be entitled to a recafd; and that
a truthful delineation of them would contribute,
not merely to the gratification, but also to the
spiritual welfare, of such who may favour it with .
a perusal.  Should this prove to be the case, tlwe
writer will realize the highest ohject of his am-
bition.

The volume is undesirably late in its appear-
ance. This has arisen from the repeated efforts
which were made, and unhappily in vain, to
induce other and better qualified writers to pre-
pe it for the press.  In these applications many
months were copsumed ; and when at length the
author found that, it must be done by himsclf,
if’ at all, he had to wait many mouths more for a
mumber of documents which could be obtuined
only from Jamaica. Besides which, his minis-
terial and other engagements left him but little
leirure to prosecute his tusk.

With respect to the memoir itself, it is helieved
to furnish a faithful portraitare of its subject. No
atterpt has been made to paint him in colours not
hi» own, in ordr to render the narrafive more
attractive or cxeiting.” Ile is exhibited to the
reader just, £ he might have been seen, any day
for we~>"{han twenty years, the unobtrusive, self-
safrmuwing, laborious, and succcssful missionary of
the cvoss. Ilis heart was set on one objuct, which
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he pursued With great singleness of cye' and un-
deviating peftinacity of purpose—the glory of
Christ in the ealvation of sinners. This is the
key to his whole character, the explanation of his
ehtire conduct. For the promotion of this he
chiefly valued life, and was prepared to suffer or
die. It consequently gave that tonc to his minis-
trations which evineed that

% The za 1l for man helow
, Wag more than carth horn love of human hind,
And souls that hmdlcd 1 it hunng glow
Felt *twas the Saviour’s sun hght on the mmdy”

After all, it may be wished by the 1cuder that
some topics had heen omitted, and others intro-
duced in their <tead. To attewpt an adaptation
of the work to the particular views and tastes
of individuals, would have <ubtracted from its
genuineness, and consequently from its interest
and value.  The writer has, therefore, deemed
it “more consistent with duty, and more likely
to meet with general approbation, to presenty as
far ar practicable, the picture of the man and the
course of his life as drawn, with lively and natural
simplicity, by his own hand.™?

No other painting of the ¥eceased having been
made, than that from which an engrasing gwas
derived some fifteen yeary since, all whichehbdese=

* Tafe of Williawn Allen, vol. 3, p. 7.
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been in the power of the artist to dohas boen, to
produce a new plate in his best style, This is the
less to be regretted, as it furnishes a striking like-
ness of what he was in the mature vigour of life
rather than in the period of decay. A sketch of
Moatego Bay is kindly furnished by the Rev. T.
F. ABBotI, for a vignette, with which to adorn
the title page.

Such as it i, the volume is now respectfully

submitted to the candow of the public, and
humbly commended to the divine blessing,

Rochdale, Iacch 17th, 1849,
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CHAPTER 1.

BARTH— PARENTAGE — EDUCATION—(ONVLERSION— BAPTISM—DANGER
AND DELIVERENCE—PROMPTITUDE OF ACTION.
a

Ox the high lands: of the Cotswold hills, in the,
castern edge of the county of Gloucester, is the neat
little martket-town of Tetbury. It lies on one of the
great military roads with which the Romans intersected
this country, and was probably fopnded by those early
invaders of our island home. Coins of the Cemsars,
and especially of the Lower Empire, together with
other memorials of Roman residence, have been
frequently turned up, and now find a place in the
cabinets of collectors, The town_i%uated in the midst
of richly fertile fields; in oxfe of Which rises the little
stream of the Avon, which, af¥r flowing by Bath and
laving the magnificent rocks of Clifton, discharges its
waters into the channel of the Severn, a’few fmlgs
below ant 1. From its contiguity to one of the great
c.lqth manufactutmg districts, and its ready access, from

B
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the extensive shecp-pastures of Wiltshire, Tetbury
acquired, in modern times, considerable impoitance as
a'wool market; which, fur many years, furnished om.- |
ployment for the industrious and became a source *of
wealth. More recently, however, its trado has greatly -
declined, and the town itsclf has somewhat fallen into
decky.

Such was the birth-place of the subject of this
memoir. Herc, on the 25th of December, 1799, he
first opened his eyes on the light of this world; and
hore he passed tne first few years of his active and
eventful life.

The future missionary .as the second son of Thomas
and Hanrah Burchell; and, if his» parents did not
mp\ ¢ in the gay arcles of opulence and fachion, they
tJonged to the middlc Jdass—the souree of England's
strength and gicats ~ . Not that the generally valued
honours of padigrce were altogether wanting ; for, on
the father's side, he was desecuded in the female liune
from the family of which Sir Isaac Newton was so
distinguished an ornament ; and, on his mother’s, from
Otho, one of the barons who accompanied William the
Conquetor, through the line of his grandfather; and
through that of his grandmother, from Lady Mary
Olivia, a daughter of the nincteenth earl of Kildare
Any importance derived from such considexpiigms as
these, however, was far lruusc;.:;,dcd by the ﬁgglﬁch
shed its Justre on his immediate ancestry. 1 rnal
grandfather, Mr. “’ﬁham Fitzer, was, for several years
prior to his death} 2 deacon of the baptist church
assembling in Rilver Stie2t, Worcester ; and his paternal
grandfather was the pastor of a baptist church in his
native town, distinguished alike by the uniform and
mgn dxcellence of his character, and the unobtrusive
devoledness with which hc pursued the gréat ends of
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the Christian'ministry.” Ilis father assumed the pro.
fession of religion at an carly age, havingweceived the
tite of baptism at the hands of his venetable parent,
And, if his mother dcferred the participation of church
» privileges to more matured years, { it was not from an)
thing cquivocal in her personal pioty, which received
bright and manifold development in the domestic cifele.
Here she excated the most beneficent influence ; and
by the wisdom of her sounscls, the clevated tone of her
inorel inculcations enforced by the power of example,
and the minglcd tenderness and firnness of her parontal
control, lad her cnildien undcr the highest and most
saced obligations. Alive to the importance of spiritual
things hersclf, 1t was her first solicitude to tramn up her
family “in the nurture and admonition of the L¢ dar
Not unficquently, in the evening of the day, she wotil
tahe them singly and alone mto /‘er chamber; and,
after having comveised with them on the clementary
tiuths of the gospcl, and the nece sty of early con-

* The By Josuph Burehddl was rent mto the mimntry by the chureh
asmieml hng m the Pithay Bustol, thun under the are of the Rev. Mewnrs,
Newton and Thomass When hitle more than of sge, be accepted the
pastorate of the church 1 Jetbury, which he 1etamed till the day of his death,
funing the long term of more than half & contury  Hos wung le yet chgmfied

~ and amf wstency as 8 Chrisifin ouwater, ganed for hum
unaverssl respect, al s pertod when dissenters woio regarded wath less of popular
favom than in our own lumes  wd the wiites 10wembers, when a yonth,
hearwng o rospectable manufacturer, who visited the wool market relate the
following 1llustrative cicumstance  Having occasion to go to an hotel on
businesy, he lieard 8 numbor of the tiadesmon of the town canvassing the
chdarscters of its principul anhabitanta  1ew paseeg the ordeal withont some
damaglng reflection When tbo list wat neady , one of the party,
appealing to the rest, obrerved, Weli, whatcver may be the faults of othars,
thare i old Mi Burcdfell against wlhom no s ean say ag il word'"—s atate-
ment 1n the justive of which all concurred

1 It was the happiness of her pustor and venerated father i Jaw to baptize
her and her eldest daughter (then asixteen yuars of age, and afterw Mrs.
Trenchard of Yoovil,) together on oue occasion,—& speutacle of B0 uswully
interest, threq gonerations umiting in this solemn act of obedlence to the
Saviow’s command.

B2
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sothition to the Saviour, would request fhetn to kneol
down, and then dictate petitions to their lips suited to
their individual cases. Well, and most gratefully, does
the writer remember this part of the domestic discipline,
in which it was his happmess to share; and scarcely .
perhapq was there one in the little circle of her materphl
car(, whose first 1cligious impressions wore not received
in connexion with these and similar exercises.

At a suifable age the subjecy of this memoir was
sent to school. At this time, Mr. Craddock was at the
head of a large establishment in the town, which
combined the two-fold character of a commercial and
grammar school. Under ! is superintendence it acyuired
2 wide and just celebrity ; the worthy gentleman being
d;p‘ nguished by considerable attainments, and possess-
Wi great tact and facility in the training of youth. In
this institution TE vnas Burchell spent several years,
applying himself Vigoously to study; laying the
foundation, however, of a solid 1ather than an owna-
mental education, In fue, in the period of childhood
and carly youth. he had a greater 1clish for physical
exercise than for matters of taste  His activity out
of school was untiring. entering with the most eatia
ordinary aidour into all his games. Scarcely was ther,
a nook in any of the fic 1ds, fo1 miles round, of which
ho had not the most familiar knowledge, and which he
did not visit again and again in seaich of birds' nests
and flowers, Nothing indeed was to him moie irksome
than restraint ouf of school hours; sb that when, on
some occasion, he *a$ remonstated with for spending
almost all his leisure=<nt of doors anderunning about,
he replied in the fulness of his heart, “ Why, mamma,

", 1 love play as well as any little boy in.the town,’ In-
“domiiiable energy was onc of the grand cléments of his
character, in all the pursuits and in every sthge of life,
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Among his school-fellow} Ketwis a great favourite,
and, as his temeper was a8 generous as his habits were
active and commanding, he was generally applied to as
an’ arbiter in matters of dispute, and his services were
K oiten in request for the re-establishment of peace.

During thisperiod he had a very narrow and provi-
dential escape from death by lightning. Accompanied
by his elder brother and other school-fellows, he went
out one Saturday afternoon for the purpose of flying
a large kite which he had made. After the party had
been out some time, the clouds were observed to gather
with blackness, porfending a storm.  All agreed in the
proprilty of immediately ret@rning home; but before
it could be reached, the storm broke out withrviolence ;
and, as they rounded the end of Long Street, ‘the
clectric fash, instantly succeeded by a terrific peal'st
thunder, burnt and toie the kite th,d was carricd at his
back, and glancing from him to the house he was passing
rent its wall from top fo bottom #1lis anxious and
alarmed friends 1cceived him®as one restored to them
from the dead. And indeed his peril had been im-
minent; but merey had puiposes to accomplish by his
instrumentality in futwie und far diffcrent seencs, and
interposed for his pescrvation until his work was
done.

In his fourteenth ycar, he left home to pursuc and
complete his studies under the care of Rev. Joseph
Belcher, pastor of the baptist church in Worcester.
Ifere he was introduced to new, s¢fnes, and had the
opportuuity of contemplatiug socicty under fresh
aspeets; while® the mental trfhing toswhich he was
«ubjected gave a more steady direction to his thinking,
and contributed ‘valuable influences to the m'cmldiﬂg of
his character.

The timé at length arrived when he should turn bhis
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attention to the claims and duties of the commercial
world. At first it was naturally wished by his father
that he should be assciated with himself in the wool-
stapling business; his own predilections, however, lod
him to desire the more active life of a cloth manu.
facturer. With the purpose of ultimately combining
the‘two, arrangements were made for his taking up his
abode, until he should come of age, under the roof of
Mr. Thomas Brinkworth, of Inchbrook near Nuilsworth
Immediately he threw all his encrgies into his new
occupation, and soon made himsclf master of Its
several processes. Mr. Brinkwoith failed not to
perceive his talents for basiness; and, while chet)<hing
for him al nost the love of a father, he often sought his
advice. The apprentice had not long been in this
éablishment, ere a striking alteration took place in
the morals and b&aviour of the factory band<; und
nlthough at the time be was not himsclf a decidedly
religious charactc:, yet such was the influence he
excrted, that in a short while foul language and profane
oaths were almost entirely abolished. He also intro
duced books among the people, for the improvement of
their leisure hours; and by his skill in business,
combined with conciliatory manners. secured to an
unusual extent the respect and csteem of all.

Change of residence led to his attendance on publie
worship at the picturesquely situated baptist chapel at
Shortwood. Under the able ministry of the Rewv,
William Winterb( tham, who occupied the pulpit of
that place, his mifd was instructed, stimulated, and
impressed. Thre convitc.ons of sin, of*which he was
already the subject, and which frequently filled his

,ﬁg::stience’ with the utmost terror and glarm, were
strengthoned, rendering it impossible he should find
reposp until he sought shelter and forgivenbtss in the
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erops of Chijst. This he at lengih did; when his
captivity was exchanged for freedom, and his mourning
turned 1nto joy; and he entered with all the ardour of
a ransomed and renovated being on a course whose
end was everlasting life, ~

*But the conversion of a soul to God—its translation
out of the realms of spiritual darkness, into the Rght
of evangclical truth, peace, and holincss, is an cvent
of such surpassing magnitude and thiilling interest—
its issues are so varied, and involve such a total change
in the moral relations, both as it Pespects time and
eternity~—that we *may be allowed to dwell on it at
som¢ dength.  If * angels rqoice over one smner that
repenfcth,” it may be readily conceded to ugy to linger
over such a sprtacle, and to contemplate with gratd{ul
praise the succesave stages of the process. Happlly
we are able to give a munute and »istructive nairalive
of 1it, sketched by M: Burchell nimsclf, and read by
him at his ordination

“1¢ was my happinesa to Possess prous parcnts, who ever cherished
the most camnest solieitude for the spintual as well as temporal
mtcrests of thar (hildien, and who never neglecttd any fayourable
opportumiy of mstilhng mto thur minds the rcverential foar of
God, vancration {or the seriptures, and love to rclynon  Irom
carhest infincy T hod a kand and affcction ite mother, who watchcd
with tenderest concern to improve everv occason of leading my
mnd to the Saviour, as the best and most beneficent of beings,
and ot mmpressing me with the convietton of the bancful and
destructive nature of sing- thut I was myself a smner agunst the
Most High,~ and that Clinst alone could m": me and cJeanse me
hom the pollutions of guilt by hisdlood

“These wstructns, howe ver meffigywt 1n uw%mphshmg the great
ohject for which they were designed,—the conversion of my soul,—
which could be effected only by the almighty mnflucnces of the
Lord the Spiri, were nevertheless highly bencficial; and lehwn
since beun lgd to conmder them as having (by the divine blessing)
proparcd m§ mund to recewe the seed of divine truth. 1f they
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failed to renew my nature, (a3 all merely human effarts must,) they
yet had this effect : I could not sin %o cheaply as some of my
school-fellows and associates. When they displhyed a feoling of
bravado, by the langnage of imprecation, I have been restrained
from following their example bythe thought, * How could, 1, in
such case, again enter into the presence of my parents, who would -
he so justly offended ”  When inclined to shake off the restraints
of a partially enlightened conscience and of religious scrupulosity,
and be as other youths, it has boen then I have felt the advantage
of careful domestic instruction. 1t has proved as a corrcctive of
many 8 pernicious feeling, and prevented me from plunging into
those deeper and darker scenes of depravity and vice to which 1
might otherwise have been carried to my ruin.

% As I advanced townrds the age of fourticu, 1 often and serioysly
considered the claims of the <oul, of religion, and of eterrity. 1
was uneasy, for I felt that I was not what 1 ought to be ; nor what
I mest be, if cver I were saved. Compuring myself with others, I
detmed myself hetter than many.  Still, 1 was eonscious 1 was not
# Chrigtion, Sometimes, after 1etiring {o rest, I have meditated on
my character and prosp .pts, and wept with anguish at the thouglt
that I was far from the kingdom of God: and, although 1 pulliated
my guilt, and endeavourced to case my conscience by referring to
my outward morality, il 1 cou'd not rid myself of the impression
that T was living ¢ without God and Without hope in the world.’
At times 1 prayed ; but more gencrally endeavoured to divert my
thoughta to other suljyects. This period was ane of great perplexity
to me. T had no pleasure in a conrse of sin, and still Jess in
retirement. At length I resolved on & new mode of life, to forsake
my usual sssociates, and 'to devote more time to reading and self-
improvement. After pursuing this for some time, my conscience
was set more at ease, but 1 sank nto a state of apathy. +

« Although I hud now struck upon a rock wnost truly dangerous,
my recently adopted course was overruled for my henefit, ¥or,
having arrived at a cri%pcriod of life, when the character begins
to unfold, and the inchnations acquire firmness and deeision, it
occasioned pecn!m anxmty tyy my friends, who «vatched my every
movement in order 0 give a correct bias. My mother, perceiving
1 was disposed for retirement and reading, improved the circum-
_ gtance by expressing her approbation; and Ly requesting me,
during the winter evenings on which 1 had then entetad, to read to
the other purts of the family. Having observed ‘that 1 taok
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" particular plodsule St missionary intelligence, she’ papmre& fqr ma,
it addition to the - Bnptist nnd Evabgelical in, maay
numbers ‘of the Bapmt Periodical. Accounts, which, while, thay

excited the deepest’ interest, produced oonvictxom for wlueh 1
. sbait have to bless God. throngb eternity.

o #In ﬂw spring of the following year, T became ‘much mm‘e
serigusly inclined. Aboot this time, also, my parente .reo&vgd
lether fram my elder brother, then resident in Smﬁm-dshlre, dﬁting
the change: which he had undergone, and the choice he had. heen
" enabled to make of ‘the good part.” On reading this letter, my
mind was filled with mingled emotions of pleasure snd pain a—-I
* rejoiced to think my brother was,in pursuit ofa better country, and
uspired to higher joys;s-I mourned while I dwelt on the thought
“that T Joas travelling a toad the very opposite. This led me to
ponder *more carefally the charact®r and prospects of my eldef
brother and sister. I loved them most affectionately, tnd rejojced

. to believe that thcy. were the followers of the Lamb, and bqp-
sequently secure and happy for life or death ; but when I though?
of the separation from them, which I must suffer, in the great day

“of judgment, T was overwhelmed with distriss, I now retired to my

" closet with more frequency, aud to the throne of grace with greater
camestnoss, ] made many and solemnn resflutions; but, as they
werg mude in my own stremgth, tiley were too soon forgotten. I
was not yei Brought to hate sin,for I loved many of its enjoy-
wents ; 30 that while I desired to escape hell, I was not disposed to
ibandon ultogether the way which led thither. Still I gave myself
up to retirement and roflection, perused my bible with increasing
interest, and prayed for divine fllumination. I also attended the
winistry of the word, with o desire to be instructed and directed ; I
‘was no longer a careless, but an anxious hearer. I listened as one
eanest!y concerned to receive benefit, and to be rescued from the
‘miry clay in which I seemed to be set so fast. Long had I
" éndeavoured to extricate myself; but the more I strove, I found
that L sank deeper and deeper: n, wage this that drove me to the
sanctuary, hoping to hear tell’ of Oné who was strong and mighty. to
#ave. From infancy I had sat beneati? the preaching of the gospel, .
but the service was only a weariness to me. Now, things were,
_ changed ; X haﬂed she. dawn of .the asbbnﬂx, and’ my hear? was
 gladdened at'tho. prospect of going up to the honw of the Lo ;
. though nevu&;“’l;bht,b evening, olosed upon me, but 1 petired to  roata:
wxonmnmof ndeepenensel had of mysiafulnw

- o * B8 - !
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“ Tir the course of my reading, I was lod to pe¢use Watts on the
¢ Joya and Sorrows of the World to come;” and never shall T fur-
get the overwhelming impression it produced on my mund. 1 hed
before seen I was in dangor, but was not conscions of ane half of my
peril. [ knew [ was o sinner, but aever till then did { leel tho owit
of violating (lod’s holy law. 1 had previomsly thought on puy
congdition, and sighed; hut now 1 frembled  Formerly T ladl
tbon'ght it would bo rrudl in God to doom me to perdition; 1 now
saw that he would be just 1n inflicting on me his heaviest judgments;
that salvation was cntisely anmented on my part, amld that if ever
enjoyed by me t must be wholly of free, nich, and sovereign grace.
In my perplenity, T hud prayed for light and help; I now cned,
¢Savc, Lord, or T persh” T had before ¢vensed my weahneos and
imperfections; but now I hated mysIf on aceount of wmy greut
wickedness, I no lomger nefded the mid of resolves, inforder to
ahstain fron my prior courses and companions; the recolicction
of Yhe former made my tears to flow profusely, the sight of the
datter made me tiemble.

* In this st ite of mind 1 embraced every opportunity of repmirig
to the merey seat: Wore el could guilty, pershing emner,
1esort ? 3 Jt was my last, my only resource ; and 1 felt that 1 was
praying to One abke ehle and willmg tosave. 1t way here that the
gracious saymgs of Chnst werd apphed with power to m) heart,—
¢ Ask, and it shall be given yon; seeh, and ye shall find ; knock,
and it shall he opened fo you.' 1t was nut, however, so miteh the
words which interested me, ax the endearing manner i whieh e
represented the conduct of God ;—* If a son shall usk bread of any
of you that w a father, wull ke give hin a stone? or, if he shall ash
a fish, wll he for a fish give i & serpent ? or, if he shall ush an
cgg, will he offer hind a scorpron ¢ If ye then, heing ewil, know how
to giye good gifts unto your children, kutw much more shall youp,
Hleavenly Futher give the 1loly Spui to them that ask hud?
Luke xi. The precigusness of this senptwe to me, at this pmot%
was indescribable ; 1t Bherished in me hope of forgivencss, and gave™
encouragement to persevere it gecking an interest in the blessings
resulting from Chuist’s death The hible became more dear to me;
I viewed jt as my choicest treasure, and derived from it the richest
conséiations, I also read Doddndge’s ¢ Rise and Progress of
Rehigion in the Soul,! and Baxter's ¢ Saiuts’ Rests hooks which
proved invaluable to me in confirming wmy bope, Vorrecting my
orrord) and establishing my heart in the® ways of ieligion. Some
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fime in the year'1816, I was presented with a copy 0of the Memoirs
of Mrs. Newell,-a volumo which I read with the most intense
interedt, ag it made me acquainted not only with the hopes, but alse
the joys of religion, It prompted me to nock the higheat attam-

, ments of evangelical holiness ; it incited me to more frequent and
furvent dovotion ; so that the pleasures 1 now realised in com-
munion with the adorable Savieur would, T felt, more than rgeom-
pense a life of toil, of sacrifice, and of suffering, in his serviee, T
walked in the light of his countenanee ; and was often constrained
to suy, both of the closet and the sanctuary, ¢ Lord, it is good to be
h(‘fE 12

Such is the narrgtive; the length of which i more
than compensated by its instructiveness and inferest.
For what object of deeper ‘interest is there, than a
human epirit awakened to a sense of its guilt'and ruin;
putting forth vigorous and oft-repeated efforts to
enfranchise iteelf; and at length, afler its own woeuk-
ness has been made manifest, led forth triumphantly
by the Spirit of grace and truth into the light and
liberty of the gospel? And, who "edn fail to observe,
how IHe, who is “grtat in counsel, and wmighty in
work,” was disciplining the future missionary, by the
dépth «nd intensity of his own sorrows, that he might
“know how to speak a word in scason to him that is
weary;” and bracing him up, by the length and
severity of his mental conflicts, for those seenes of toil
and tumult throngh which he was destined to pass, and
in connettion with which he was to act so distinguished
a part?

When * peace and joy in balicving ” had become
hia happy lot, he addicted hmself to rising soon after
day-break; taking with him 2 ook o two for self-
improvoment a.nd meditation, while enjoying the fresh
brecse of morning. Most gencrally he bent his shlps
toward n wood, belonging to a nobleman who lived in
the neighbourhood. Soon after commencing these
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. rambles, he was oue morning quietly advancing in a
winding path, wheh he found himsclf < suddenly con-
_ fronted with one of the game-keepers; who, springing
from behind some trees, and supposing the wanderer
to be in guest of game, preseuted a gun at his breagt.
at the same time telling him he wa a dead man if he
did not stand still and surrender. He was startled u
little ; but. soon recovering himself, said that his “only
object in coming there was to enjoy privacy with his
book. The keopér not being quite satiefied, firat
demanded his’ address, and then a sight of his books.
He immediately took a small bible out of his coat
pocket. The keeper appeared surprised: and; after
haxing cntered into converation with him, told him to
(‘-onsider himself safe at all times on any part of the
property.

Ilc went in a different direction the next three or
four momings; but determined afterwards to resume
his favourite walls, lic met the nobleman’s servant at
the same point, who, accosting Mim 1erpectfully, begged
of him, if it were not asking too much, {0 read a
chapter out of his bible. and explain it to him; addiug,
that he had waited there two hours cach morning since
the first meeting. greatly fearing he should never sec
him there again. The request was gladly complied
with., The youthful Christwn, now unexpectedly led
by circumstances to assume the character of an in-
structor, became much interested in the man, and
frequently resorted to,the spot, where he was sure to
find him anxiously awaitihg his arrival. These inter-
views were notein vain.' ¢ ¢

In the course of next summer, Mr. Burchell’s
younger sister was on a vieit at Mr. Brinkworth’s,
One Sunday, after the services of the day were ended,
she accompanied Miss Brinkworth in a walk round the
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sheet of water adjoining the factory. Almost before
they were aware, lured on by the calm loveliness of
the evening and the sylvan beauty of the scenery, they
_had extended their wunderings into a part of the ad-
joiping wood; when their attention was arrested by
the music of voices blending in a song of prajse
Following in the direction whence the aound pro-
ceeded, they at length came to a small but neat cot-
tage; and, on listening, recognized the words of a
hymn. They retired, without interrupting the solemn
exercises of family devotion; and when they men-
tioned tho circumstance next mmmng to Mr Burchell,
his cotntenance beamed with *pleasure as he rcgomvd
“1t way the keeper's family you heard singing, andyhe
1 my first convert ! J

But, if the first, he was not to’he the only one fiom
the same locality. At this time, a juvenile member of
the family was unhapply the subjeet of an impetuous
and ungovernable temper, and, on® this account, a
gicat tial to her mother. Mi Burchell had often
gently reproved her, but hitherto with little effect.
Oue duy, she had been distressingly violent.  After
dinnex, he followed her and his sister info the gaiden;
and, having conducted them info a bower, he addressed
her most scriously and affectionately, and then knclt
down and offered prayer on her behalf. On retiring,
he wged her to go to her mother, and ingenuously
confess her fault. She was 1clentless. He then said,
“ H———, I must leave you nowy bit remember those
wards of the 'g'nplred writer, ‘.lIe that being often

reproved hardencth his neck,”shall sideuly be de-
stroyed, and that without remedy.”” From that Hime
he ceased his reproofs. Secveral yoars after, his sister
again visitod that ncighbourhood ; and, in an interview
with Miss B., the latter reforred with deep emotion to



14 MEMOIR OF THOMAS BURCWESY.

L}

' the incident above recorded, and said,  Those last
words of your brother have rung in my.cars aver since,
day and night : and I shall have to thank him, through
eternity, for his fidelity and kindness, for they have
been the means of bringing me to see my awful nigte
us g sinner, and, in my conversion, of preparing me to
soothe my dear mother during her last two yeurs of
affliction and sorrow.” When Mr. Buichell visited
his home in 1833, his sister mentioned the circum.
stance to him. He was just come off from one of hir
mis-ionary tours through his native county. “Ah!™
said he, “ poor H. is now dead! Tt was not my
happiness to sec her whute I was out: but T heard that
she died triumphantly happy.  She was one I often

ayed for. ¢ Cact thy bread upon the waters, and it
shall be found after many days.’ This 1 have fre-
quently proved to be truo.”

Having * given himsclf up first unto the Lord,” Mr.
Burchell now beyan fo regard it as his duty to give
himself np *to his people, &ecording to his will.”
He was desirous of publicly avowing the all-important
change he had undergone. of expressing his infinite
obligations and glowing attachment to the Saviour, by
yielding obedience to him in the ordinance of Christiun
baptism. and of celebrating his dying love with his
church, in the institute of the supper. With these
views and senliments he called upon Mr. Winter.
botham, who reccived him with all the urbanity for
which he was so‘well known; and by whom he was
baptized into the death *of Christ, in the month of
November, lslﬂ and stmitted info the fellowsbip of
the church at Shortwood. Under the ministry of “ his
respected and honoured pastor,” be realized advantages
of no mean order, it heing happily instrumental in
giving him ¢ correct and largo views of thé gospel, of
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the personal dignily and worth of Christ, the value of
his sacrifice, and the wonders of his love.” He was
now in a4 new world ; and he found it to be none other
than “ the kingdom of God.” Reclaimed by divine

- grace from the realms of apostacy, he was bronght.
within a narrower cnclosure; it was the fold of the
great and good Shepherd. His advance in spin’tual
attainments was steady; his deportment was remark-
able for its consisteney; and he * went on his way
rejoicing.”

This devotedness to his highest ihterests, however.
did not divert him’ fiom a course of activity in the
dischifge of his secular dutic®.  He was, at this time,
a noble specimen of the Christian as deseribtd by fhe
apostle Paul :—* Not slothful in business; fervent in
spirit; scrving the Lord.” Having become fumiliat
with the mechanieal processes of his vocation, and apt
in the discharge of his general obligations, his conduct
was so far apprecisted by Mr. Brimkworth, that, by
way of encouragement and’ reward, he kindly gave
him leave occasionally to procure a little wool for
himsclf, and to make it up into cloth on his own
account, JIn the same spirit, his father made him a
present of his first supply of the raw material. Little,
however, did any onc of the parfy anticipaic the ad-
ventute which this would originate, and the important
resulis which would follow. .

The first piece of cloth Mr. Burchell could call his
own, he disposed of to = housg, in %ristol. About a
week afterwards he was in®the company of a friend,
who, in ignorahce of the trantietion, Bappened to say
that a certain party (mentioning the self-same house)
was reported ab likely to fail. On hoaring this, he
sought and obtained permission to be absent from
home on the following day. It was the summor shason.
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The splendours of noon had long since passed, and
were softening down into the chastened radiance of
evening. It occurred to him, that, if he could sturt
that night, he should gain considerable time, and
artive in Bristol (nearly thirty miles distant® sowme
hours before the couch, which did not leave until
the morning. His determinution was at once taken.
Between eight and nine o'clock he commenced his
journey, and continued to walk on briskly until it was
quite dark, when he turned into an inn on the road-
side. Here he rested until daybregk. The worthy
host advised him, on. departure, to strike across the
country, and make for the Severn, where he would be
sare to find a boat, which would take him down in
ood time. He did so; und, on nearing the river,
which lay stretched out in noble amplitude before him,
saw & boat push off from land. He hailed the men in
her, but they seemed in haste te be gone: he then
called more loudiy to them, but they pressed on the
more vigorously, and were soon out of hearing,

On looking about he <aw another boat, and feeling
that, if he did not succeed in this instance, he would
fail in the object for which he had come so much out
of a direct course, he tesolved to make gvery effort to
induce her little crew to return to shore, ind take him
in. Ile accordingly took oft his coat and waved it in
the air, and soon had the satisfaction of observing that
they had brought the boat up, and secmed to be de-
bating whether o net they should comply with his
wishes. In about ten minutes they put back; but,!
as they approathed, it Btruck him that he had nevcl;:
before scen five such desperate looking fellows. After!
some objection on their part, they told him to get in.
He had not done so long, however, before he found
that he was in most undesirable company. Several of
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the men whisl;orcd to cach other a good deal; and
now and then hg caught a word, the import of which
made him feel uneasy and anxious. At length he
perceived they were stecring in an opposite direction.
Un his referring to this facf, one of them, a brawny
hiﬂxman, exclaimed, “Och, my jewel! and do you
think you are going to lave us so soon, now that ¢
bave nabbed you at last? Do you sce, jewel ? (point-
ing his finger to the water on which they were floating)
you thall go and see the bottom of Davy Jones's
locker, before you go to land again.”™ They all now
“t up a shout, in tonfirmation of their murderous
slesign,eand s though to urge cach other on to the
deed.

Somewhat alarmed, their threatened and helpless
victim ashcd, who they thought he was? At this they *
laughed, and said, “ Do you take us for fools?” From
their horrid oaths and avowed intentions, he perceived
that they took him for a spy in the prgventive service :
and he could now see, by sothe kegs of spirit which
had been covered up in the bottom of the boat, that
they were a party of smugglers. Aguin and again he
assured them that he was not the person they suspected
him to be, but to no purpose ; they only renewed their
threats of immediate and signal vengeance, Finding
he conld not gain on them, by merely asserting that
he had no connection with government agents, he
began to address them in a very serious stran;, re-
minding them that, if they did him#any injury, God
would judge them for it. After ‘some little while, he
saw the countdhance of onc welax, and observed a
tremor pass over the frame of another, 8till, they did
not alter the wreng course they had been steerings for
some time.

He then hidrossod cach one, scparately and solemply,
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saying, that cach would have to stand, in his ewn
person, at the bar of God, and recoive, according to his
decds, whether good or bud. At length, the man who

. seemed to sustain the office of captain cricd out, “F say,

Dick, I can’t stand this; we must let him go. 1don’t

“believe he is the man we thought he was. Where do

yéu want to be put out, sir?” The traveller 1eplied,
that ho wished to be taken up the Avon to Bristol.
The man said, “ We cannot go up »o far as that, as we
dare not pass Pill; but we will take you as far as
possible, and put you in a way to go on.” e thanked
them, and begged them to makd the utmost speed, u<
bis business way urgent.  Finding them " »so fur
subdued, he took the opportunity of speaking of their
;xcfnuous mode of life. They ull appeared struck with
his statements and condnct; and, on bis landing,
refused o reccive what he had stipulated to pay as
fare; at the same time offuiing to forward one of the
kegs of spirits ta any place he would mention,  One of
the men also accompanidd hjm to a farm house, and so
far interested the occupant in his fasour, as to induce
him to drive him to Bristol in his family {ax cart. 1le
thus reached the end of his journcy, at an carly hour
in the morning, and, as a result, succceded in recover-
ing the greater p.nt of hiy cloth.

Some years after, on his first return from Jamaica to
this country, Mr. Burchell met the smuggler who had
accompanied him to the farm house, in a sinall village, ,
near the Cheddd~ cliffy in Somersetshire. The m
proficred his hand, ot the same time reminding him 44’
their previous intaaview, He was much surprjsed
his altered appearances, and inquired what was the
cawe. “Ah,sir, (said be,) after yowr talk, we none of
us could cver follow that calling again. I have since
learnt to be a carpenter, and am doing very well in this
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village; and aftend a chapel three or four miles off.
And our poor wpaster never forgot to pray for you, to
his dying day. He was quite an altered man; took
his widowed mother to bis house; ang became a good
h-usband und a gond father, as well as a good neigh-
hour. Before, every one was afraid of him, he was
tuch a despcrate fellow; afterwards, he was as tame Qs
alamb. He opened a little shop, for the maintenance
of his family; and, what was better still, he held
prayer-meetings in his house. The other three men
now form part of a crew, in 2 merchans vessel, and are
very steady and well Behaved.”

Suchewas the delightful change that has passed on
the character, conduct, and destiny, of a gang of
smugglers; and which had been brought about byﬁ
course of events as unexpected us it was singular, The’s

. providence of God is conspicuous in all. And while it

tende to illustrate the wisdom and benignity of his
purposes and plans, it shows also with, what facility he
van secure their accomplishment; rendering the ordi-
nary occurrences in business, and the pecuniary interests
of a stripling tradesman, subservient to that end. Such
are the minute and ohscure points on which the per-
manent welfare of responsible agents and immortal
heings are made to turn.

The energy of Mr. Burchell's character at this period
of lif,, was tested on a variety of occasions; gnd |
indicattd his adaptation to that high and difficult
enterprise, to which he was ordainedsby the Head of
the church. His was to be po &ven course, and his
training was ine keeping with gi¢. Prognptltude and
self-reliance would be often needed in the future; it
was necessary, therefore, that he should now be some-
times thrown upon his own resources ; and-opportunity
was not wanting to lead to this.
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The continental war, in which this country had been
80 long involved, had not failed to. exert a most
disastrous influence on the morals of the people; and
its termination, some three or four years lefore, had
thrown loose a number of desperate and unprincipled
‘fellows, to prey upon society. Onc of these, a geatle-
munly-looking man. made his appearance at Inchbrook
factory, wishing to transact business with its masfer.
In his absence from home on a journey, Mr. Burchell
saw him, and the stranger immediately presented his
card ; stating that he had been recommended fo call on
Mr. Brinkworth by several respéctable parties in the
same line, specifying three of the chureh and'tongie-
gation a! Shortwood, whose names were familiar, and a
gufficient guarantee of respectability. The purchaser
made his selection of clofhis, and expressed a wish that
they might be sent off by that night's waggon for
London. As it was his firs{ transaction he would pay
balf in cash, an1 give a bill for two months for the
remainder ; and, provided the goods were approved of
in the market, he wounld open a regular account, which
he hoped wonld be mutually advantageous. He then
put down £50 in bank notes, adding, that he wag
gomg to dine with a cerfain gentlemun that day, and to
spend the following one with the first family in the
neighbourhood, under whose hospitable roof he might
be secn, if another interview should be wished.

The order was fulfilled according to desire.  But the
next morning bught with it some latent suspicion
that all was not right. «Mr. Burchell hastened to un_
adjacent town, und tchdered the notes'at a bank, wh
he was informed they were of no value, as the houspy
by which they were issued had failed. On his re
homeward, he called on the parties with whom
strapger said he was to dine, and found,that no such
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visitor was kndwn by ecither family. He retraced his
steps to the factory, and at once made arrangements to
go wp 1o town by the night coach, in the hope of
arriving there before the goods. The hundred miles
were accomplished in the usual time; and, as he was
driving to the waggon office in a hackney coach, he
saw the purchaser walking down the street. Leaving
the vchicle, and without giving an opportunity of
recognition, he at once linked arms. The gentleman
looked aghast, und, on recovering himself, would have
run off; but his pursuer held him fast,und told him he
would instanily giveshim into custody if he did not
restore giim the cloth. Ignorapce of the transaction
was urgently, but as vainly, protested ; and the tena.
tious grasp of the creditor at length extorted from the,
<windler a promise that, provided no legal measures
were taken against him, he would give up the goods.

They now proceeded together, but still most firmly
united. Just as they reached the office, a light cart,
containing the cloth, wag leaving it, under the care of
several accomplices.  Perceiving they were discovered,
they at once took to their heels. Mr. Burchell then
made his companion enter the cart, and drive him to
his lodgings, where the goods were secured. He then
sat down, and talked to the culprit, concluding his
address by saying, ¢ There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thercof are the ways of
death ;’ and if, sir, you continue in your present evil
courses, you will find it to be so 1o yow sorrow.” The
offender was greatly distressed ; thanked his reprover
with great carnqstness; and, haying resymed his seat
in the cart. drove off.

A few weeks gfterwards, Mr. Burchell had occasion
to revisit town on business; and, as his oyes glanced
over a newspaper, he rcad the description of a person
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who had becn taken up for horsc stealing. Though
the name was different, the description so perfoctly
corresponded with the appearances of his former
acquaintance, that he dotermined to uscertain the
fact. e accordingly applicd for an order to nmt
him in prison. On being ushured into the cell), he
found his conjectures to bc corrcet. The man was
confounded, and unable {0 speak ;"but on beimg assured
by his visitor that no unkind intention was entertained,
but rather a benevolent one, he buried his face in his
hands as be exciaimed, ** Ol! had [ but secn you a few
days before I did, it would have $aved me from ull this
bitter sorrow ; but now I shall prove your wurts fo he
tyuc. 1 have not forgotien your advice and kindness ;
and never can. The remembranee of it will accompuny
me to Botany Bay, whither I shall undoubtedly be
sent.”  Having recovered a little welf-composure, he
proceeded to state. that after he was released on the
former oceasion, he resolved to break with his com
panions, and told them so. They agreed to divide
what spoil they had; at the same time cxacting from
him a promise to leave the country, so that he might
not molest them., To his lot there fell somne horses,
which he and others hed stolen in Oxfordshire, on his
way down to the manuiacturing districts. These he
resolved to restorc to the scversl properties, whence
they had been taken, for which purpose he adopted a
circuitous routc to avoid detection; but he was taken,
and brought to Liondon. At the close of this recital,
he implored his visitor tn come and see him again ; this
however wasdmpracicable, as he wa: to leave for the
country that evening. The contrite man was much
diswressed at this, and said, “Had T but heard such
words befort, as those you have spoken, my lot wonld
haye been o very different one.” He then shook hands



TARLY PROMISE OF USEFULNESS. 28

with his friendly adviser, and prayed that blessings
may rest on him all the days of his life.

Many other, and striking incidents, chequered Mr.
Burchell's carly years. Of these he is known to have
kept a record, which would add great interest to this

* volutue could the manuscript be found.  There is every
probability, however, that it was destroyed, togeth®:
with numerous other papers, during the season of
violence through which he passed in Jamaica. In
what has bcen nanated. evidence will be seen that he
possessed some fine clements of chargeter, and gave
early promwe of great usefulness in the cause of
philantbgopy and ¢vangelical relagion.
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CHAPTER II.

FIRSI SERMON-— ILLXE\S-— MISSION TROUGHTS - (ALIED Bl THE
CHURCH~—~ADOPTED BY THE BAPTISS MISSIONARY 80¢ 1) I\ — ENTLRh
BRINIOL COLLLGI~—STATK OF' MIMND=~ATTENDA TIth ORDIMATION G}
THE RIV, J. MACK ~—STUDIER ARATI{ — REVIEW OF (OLLIGT
LII'E~~ATPOINTED TO JAII'AI( A—HIS ORDINATION,

v It may be readily supposed that a person of such
.active habits and ardent piety, as the apprentice at
Inchbrook. did not confine himself to such efforts at
uscfulness as were thrust upon him by the foree of
external circumstances Those doetrines of the cross,
which bad revesled to him the ground of his hope and
the medium of his salvation as u sinner, and which
make known the most gloiious illustration of divine
benevolence, awakened within his bosom the warmest
solicitudes for the welfare of his speeies. Snaiched
by an almighty hand, {from that perdition to whith he
had felt bimself obnoxicus, and the fear of which had
“turned his moistuze into the drought of summer,” he
melted with pity over those who wae still sporting on
its brink., But it was not for him to indulge that
mawkish sentimentality, which only weeps and

where it should act. In the person ef the Sav —
contemplate® a living form of kinfness ;ﬁg@s&
unceasingly engaged in conferring its heflefactiofé on
the subjects of sorrew and suffering. Animated by
such an example, ynd consirained by a sense of
personal indebtedness and corresponding’ ébligation, he
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aspired to the happiness end honour of becoming an
imitator ; and, with a grateful and dclighted heart,
sought to employ his redeemed and renovated powers
in the scrvice of heavenly truth and mercy.

-, Whether he engaged in the labours of the Sunday
sch8ol,~—that sphere of Christian cxertion so appro-
priate o recent converts,—the writer has not been uble
to learn ; though it is highly probable that he did. At
all events his thoughts were, at an early period,
direeted to the work of the Christian ministry. Yet,
he did not assume its rcsponsibilities hastily, and
without much scrious reflection and frequent prayer.
More than twelve months elapsed, after he had become
a church member, ere he entcred the pulpit for the first
time. This cvent, to him invested with no commor'x
interest, occurred on the 29th of December, 1818, in’
the village of Nympsficld, a few miles distant from his
residence. Here, with mingled diffjdence and carnest-
ness, he gave utterance to

“Thoughts that breattfed, and words that burned ,”

but all drew their inspiration from Calvary, whither he
would fain allure by every art, by every incentive, his
perishing fellow sinners. Here he had himself “ ob-
tained mercy ;" and here he invited others to prove,

“How freely Jesus can forgive.”

In the course of the {following year, he suffered from
a scvere attack of quinsy; the only illnfss he ever had,
until he became acquainted with the malignant fevers
of the West Imlies. His medichl attemdant baving
given up all hopes of his recovery, a letter was de-
spatched, late at night, to apprize his family of it. #At
an early hour next morning, hic sisters left home to
visit him, filled with the most painful forebodings.
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The utmost they ventured to anticipatc was, that they
should arrive before he had breathed his last; but, to
their equal astonishment and joy, they found him ont
of danger. The crisis had passed ; and, ere the close
_of the day, he was able to speak with eonsiderable
freedom. Conversing with his older sister, he tien- -
tibned that the doctor had told him, last cvening, he
would not live the night through; ‘but, (he obscrved,)
1 did not think so. I could not speak, to tell him that
1 entertuined a different opinion; but I felt a certainty,
in my own mind, that my end was not ncar. Indeed.
I had o firm and nbiding conviction, that I had a great
deal of work to do, bcfure my heavenly Father called
me home.” When acked, what made him think so*
he replied, ‘From a constant whispering to my heart,
*Be up and doing.” Tle then referred, with exultant
pleasure, to his venerable grandfather’s work as u
minister, adding, {And, sister, it is my wish to live
and die in the.same glorious cause; and I believe I
shall.’

His sister now deemed it necessary to terminate the
conversation, as he had become so excited as 1o awaken
fear that a return of unfavourable symptums would
take place. But, whether imperilled by sickness or
buoyant with health, bright and joyous visions of
Iabour and usefulness had taken possession of his
mind, giving tone and direction to his thoughts and
feelings. They appealed to his bust sympathies and
principles with so much force, that they almost
assumed to his view the form of living realities; from
amidst whick voices*f-Il upon his eary summoning him
to deeds of noblest enterprise.

To his mental vision, foreign lands appeared on the
dim and distant horizon of the future. e longed to
tread their shores, to mingle with their swarthy people,
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afid'to unfurl in their midst the banners of salvation.
This was no ngw, no momentary impulse: it was the
growth of years, acquiring fresh strength and distinct-
ness*with the lapse of time. Of the process, he gave
b succinet account at his ordination, from which we
mafec 4 fow extracts,

* The wretched and benighted condition of the greater part of
mankiud, is & subject which has deeply affccted my mind from
curly life.  Even in my childhood, when my parents contrasted my
condition with that of the heathen, impresscd on me a conviction
of my superior privileges, and related the benevolent exertions
which Chnstans were mafing to promulgate the glorious tidings of
the gospel to the ends of the curtheI have folt my whole soul
interested w behulf of the perishmg -multitudes; and hase thought
1 conld cheerfully 1elinquich some enjoyments, and make sonie
sacritices, for the purpose of aiding the design to ameliorate their ,
condition, and to eiiculate the hible which would instruct them in
the way to eternal life. In my hoyhood, also, when I have felt
every other religious topie to be distastefal, and even offensive, )
have listened with delight to Christians as theyhave conversed on
the effurts, success, and encourpging pospects, of missionarics.

“ But, as I advanced to more mature years, and became more
senmible of the moral degadation as well as spiritual blindness of
the heathen, and more acquainted with their barbarous atrovities
and superstitioun rites, together with their sunguinary and obscene
abominations, I felt (even while regurdless of my own soul,) I could
cheerfuliyy muke the surrender of home, encounter the difficulties
and undergo the toils of a missivnary, in order to circulate the
seriptures and 1cligious tracts; which, 1 conceived, were calculated
to couvince them of their errors, and instruet them in the knowlodge
of a religion as noble in its principles, pure in 1@ morality, sublime
in its docttines, benevolent in its design, and’ glorious in its con-
sumunation, as their own was base, doceptive, and ruinous. With
these feelings 1 emMraced every oppurbuhity of wwquiring further
information, [ anticipated with esgerness the anival of the
monthly perindicals, und read with delight of the conversions which
wure taking pluce. 1 also frequented the monthly prayer meetings
for the spreaid df the gospel ; and listened, with dceply intcrested
feelings, not only to the intelligence embodied in the address, but

c 2
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also to the prayers which weve offered. Abm;t this time also, 1
commenced reading the Periodieal Accounts; amd many & time
have I perused the pages of those volumes with fears in my #ycs
and anguiali in my heart, so powerfully was I wrought upou by the
statcments they contained. 1 was oxcited, not merely to a coneern
for the improvement of their socinl und temporal condition, but
even for the salvation of their souls ; and resolved to spend a few
minutes every eveming in supplivation on thwr behulf. Thie
resolution 1 adhered to; nor did 1 offer the cold und formal prayer
of indifference : for whilst 1 have carelessly recited the form of
prayer to which 1 had habituated myself in reference to my own
case, 1 have wept as I interceded for others,

“ After huving continued this practiee forsome time, with unabated
avdour, ® circumstance occurred which Will ever be memorable to
me. Being engaged onc evening, as wsual, 1 folt o v are than
ordinary ¢ pirit of fervour and sincerity, when the thought flashed
upon my mind, at the same time overwhelming me with confusion,
“1 have long been praying for the salvaton of others, but have
never et prayed sincerely for the subvation of my own soul’
Immediately 1 rose from my knees, puced the room to and fro for
a while, andd at length sat down on the side of my hed, where 1
continued absorhedijn thought nnd bathed in tears for some hours.
1 feared to lic down and clos. my eyes in sleep, lest 1 should awake
in torments, Convineed of my folly in using ouly a form of prayer,
I was constrained henceforth tn reject ity and to inportune those
mercies of which I felt the need,

“ When at length 1 found peace, T again thought of the eondition
of a benighted world ; and felt more deeply than ever their danger,
and sought more carestly divine interposition. 1 also resolved to
devote some purticular time to meditation on their condition and
claims ; and concluded that the first Monday in every month would
be a suitable day for such purpose, a8 my meditations in the mom-
ing would preparc mc for the prayer-meeting in the evening, My
plan was, to rive an Tour earlier that day, retire to rest an hour Iater,
and to consider all my spare moments as sacred to this special
object. Some .f the 8ags thus spent, hwe heen among thes
happiest of my life ; for, during their progress, I have felt, more
than on ordinary occasions, the power and pleasantness of religion,
have enjoyed more of the smiles und presence of Christ, zud have
found more intimate communion with the Mont High,

% Sume time having elupsed, during which I reglilarly carried out
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my denign, T begun 10 entertuin werious thonghts of one day devoting
wmyself to the great work of preaching the gospel among those
nations which were Tow ¢nveloped in worse than Figyptian darknoss.
Fecling that this disposition nequired strength daily, 1 deliberately
set myself to consider the suhject in its various hearings, praying
for d.ivine illumination to cuable me to decide whether 1 should.
chensh or 1 press the spirit which was taking such hold of me. A
review of circumstinces led me to conclnde that T must relingdsh
avery jden of the subject, as ohstacles nppeared to rise before me
which T conld never hope to surmount. However, a fire was
kindled wathin e which could not be extinguished ; and, although
I utrove to subdue every rising desire, 1 could not forget the cause
of musions at a throne ot grace. While theréfore I prayed for a
blessing on the fabours of ®hose engnged w the work, the flame was
fed in my onn breast. At length T dgtermined to let matiers take
their course, heliesing that, if it were the design of Progdence to
employ me in this department of sdvice, he would clear my wa}
before me. *
* Soon after ths, I read the memoirs of Brainerd, Vanderkemp,
md Mis, Newcll, which greatly tended to promote the feeling again
riwng mto the ascendant. T onee more felt it necessary to take the
subjeet into consideration, that my conduct may be shaped accord-
ingly ; for all mv thoughts were oceupsed on missionary themes, and
my chief happiness was associdted with solicitude for the heathen.
But when | debberately contemplated the nature of the work, and
swunveyed it under s several aspects, my spirit recoiled. I felt it
would require no small amount of resolution to leave my friends
and native conntry. And then, the difficulties T furesaw that I must
encout.cer, the hardships I must endure, the ﬁtigues T must undergo,
and the probahility of falling a*victim to climate, while at the same
time desttute of Christian and sympathizing friends, these were
cunsderations which made me falter ; und led me to wish that the
heathen might receive the light of the gospel through other instru-
mentulity than myself. For two years I ('o.ntinugd thus to vacillate,
until at longth | was driven to the cpuclusion that, either I must
&ive up religion altogether, or I must yipld to theydictates of con-
scignce, and lay myself out for the extension of Messinh’s kingdom
in the woild, Indeed, my picty flourished just in proportion as I
gave mysell up to thé missionary spirit; so that 1 have been 1ed to
compare them to two seeds, which, sovn in the same suil, have both
~prung up and flourished together, and intertwined themselveg so
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completely, that one plant could not he ronted u]': without involving
the destruction of the other,

“1t now appearcd to be my duty to make known the cxercises of
my mind to some friond, and to solicit advice. till, 1 deluyed ;
nor should [ have taken a step in advance, had it not heen from a

. fuall and firm conviction that it was the purpose and design of (iod
that I should do so, und that in case 1 disobeyed he would frowm
upon every other undertaking, and bring my own plans to nanght.
This induced me to communicate my views and feclings, hy letter,
to my respected pustor. At the sume time | gave rysolf to oarnest
prayer, thut God may influence him to give me such counsel as
might be accordant with his holy will ; resolved that, whatever his
advice might be, it should determine my future proceedings, unless
indeed other circumstances should oceuf to convinee me that duty
lay in some other direction, ¢ He deemed it right to encourage me
to go forward ; advised e to exercise myself for a time, by preach-
mg in the uummnlma villages ; and ultimately urranged for mo to
*speak before the church, on fnur ditterent vccasons, that they might
be enabled to form an estimate of my qualifications for so impovtant
and responsible an undertaking.”

The decision of both pastor and friends was in favonr
of his being devoted to the ministry in other lands, as
the providences of God may direet. Thus was the
severe and protracted struggle in his mind brought to
a close; and henceforward qvery movement was in the
onward and evident path of duty. Hesitation and fear
no longer held him in thraldom, but with cheerfulness
and encrgy he uddressed himsclf to the achievement
of his high destiny. The remainder of the term of his
apprenticeship was relinquished, that he might at once
enter on a course of preparation for his * high and holy
calling ;" and huving bede adicu to the busy avocations
of the factor}, he {urded his attentiolf to literary pur.
suits.

‘Having separated him to the service of Christ, the
pastor and church at Shortwood cordielly united in
cornmending him to the attention of the committce of
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the Baptist M{uionary Society, who, at their monthly
meeting, held Qctober 13, 1819, resolved to request his
attendance at the mecting ensuing. Accordingly he
repaired 1o London, and, in the morning of the 24th
of November, made his way to the Society’s rooms,
thet in Wood Strect, Choapside, While sitting alone’
in an ante-room, awaiting his summons with a palpifht-
ing heart, another young man entcred. After the
customary <alutation, silence ensued for some minutes.
At leugth, he asked the stranger,whether he were &
member of the committec? “1 anf not,” was the
reply ; “but have aftived from the country to appear
before éhe committee, as a candidate fur missionary
service.”  Mr. Burchell hastily rose from his ceat, nnd,
grasping his hand with affectionate and warm emotion,
asked if he were the young man he had been expecting
as Lis associate fiom Norfulk ? On receiving an answer
in the affirmative, he rejoined, ““and T am come for the
same objeet from Gloucestershire :~hew glad I am to
see you!™ Such was dis first interview with Mr.
Phillippo. Sympathizing, as both partics did, in the
aue great enterpize, to the prosecution of which they
wished to devole their future lives, they needed no
further or more formal introduction; but, resuming
their seats, gave free expression fo their common
anxieties, hopes, and fears; commencing a friendship
of much warmth, to be suspended only by death. The
two candidates were accepted; and Mr. Burchell was
directed to proceed to Rristol College, Yor one year, on
probation.

The last day ¢f November witnbssed his entrance on
the duties and advantages of that institution, then under
the presidency of Dr. Ryland, by whom he was®in-
structed in gacred literatwie. The study of the classica
he resumed ander the superintendence of Rev. T, 8.
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Crisp, (who has since succeeded to the presidency,)
and Mr. James, His application to his studies was
diligent and conscientious ; so that the missionary com-
mittee, at the end of the probationary twelve months,
_extended the term of their patronage to four years.
This period was to him one of great assiduity and
pleasure; his pursuits and associations were alike
congenial. His mental powers were stimulated and
disciplined. and the affections of his heart kept in
gencrous play. Iy moments of relaxation, he gave
himself to somewhat violent exercises, for the pre-
servation of his health; and, in order to the same
end, he generally walked to and from thes several
places where he was appointed tg preach, even though,
+a8 was the care in many instances, they were thirty

‘ miles distant. Notwithstanding these precautions,
however, the change from his former habits wus felt
1o be so considerable, that he began to lose his hair
before his studontship terminated.

At the time Mr. Burchellientered Bristol College,
his friend Mr. Phillippo went under the care of Rev.
W. Gray, of Chipping Norton. Betwoeen these students
for the ministry, occasional correspondence was kept
up; by means of which we have an opportunity of
learning the state of Mr. Burchell's mind, in referénce
to his religious interests and general views. Uinder
date of October 9th, 1820, he writes : —

“ Your interestihg epistle wns duly reccived, und was moat wel-
come. T cannot deseribé to you the peculiar emotions exefted in
my breast, by a perusal of its contents. Imggination by up
cvery past scene counccted with you, especially the ¢
which took place at Wood,Street. There it was that J
me¥ey, decided the point agitated in my mind four ye
dispersed every doult, gave me holdness in himsel§, and i
go forward. ’Twas then I commenced a new crs in life, It was
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there, tao, T met. my friend, in all whoso proceodings 1 fecl a lively
wterest. . . . Looking forward to the solemn engagements for
which we are preparing, the suggestion of Mr. Wand® often ocours
tn me, thr necesmty of personal religion. © Talonts, accomplish-
ments, and literary acquiremients,” says he, ¢ will avail nothing, if
“destgfute of this? O religion, thou fuuntuin of felicity ! o soul iy
possession of thee is exalted to honour, and clothed with beauty,
Without thee, it is naked, miscmble, and forlorn? Moy youind
1, my dear fijend, bave our soul~ filled with its pure influences;
and then he permitted the happiness to embark, and diffuse in
heuathen lands its sacred truths and power,

< And tell to all the world around
What a dgp1 Saviour we have found *

The progpect of that happy day animates me in pursning my pre-
sent studies,”

It will be deemed natural, if, from the course of,
reading which had been pursued in earlier years, Mr.
Burchell's views, as a candidate for the missionary
ficld, were primarily direcled to India. Such was the
fact. Its splendid scenes, it teeming population, its
ancient superstitions, and the success already realized
by Carcy and his associntes,—these were the things
which floated in vision before his eyes, and stirred his
soul to its lowpst depths. Hence he writes in the
same jetter 1— '

-

*India ! I long to place my foot on thy polluted shores. 1 long
to enter the field of nction as un ensign in the army of ‘the Saviour,
henring the banner of his cross. I long to exert myself in the
glorious revolution now taking place. Welcon#e tho moming that
shall witness my tears, as T bid a long faewell to my native land,
Such are my feclings, and 1 doubt ndt they are yours also. The
ngws we are constafitly receiving from®hat far off and dark land,
must be truly gratifying to every begevolent heart. The Lord
#ppears to be working gloriously by the instrumentality of® his
servants. I enpnot but hope, that the ‘angel having:the everlasting

.

* The associate of Carey and Marshman,
ch :
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gospel * is gone forth ¢to prench unto them that dwell on the earth;’

. and that soon its diffusion shall be so rapid, that ¢ every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,' shall possess it. ot that happy
period we look and pray.”

In a subsequent part of the same letter tho writer’
gives his friend an outline of the studics he was then
pursuing in Latin, Greck, and mathemntics: and
adds :—

“We have also, this scason, weekly loctures on anatomy and
phy siology by Mr. Chandler, designed principally for the henefit of
missionary students, to whom some knowledge of these subjects is
held to be of grear importance. They are very interesting as a
study ; but there are so mény objects to he pursued lure, one
scprcely kflows how to act for the Lest. T rise at four o’ddock
the morning, and retire at half-past ten in the evening; and often

¢do J go to bed with an aching heart, on account of having left so
many things undone. When 1 commence the diy, my hands are
full ; when I leave off, they are still the sume. Iowever, T find it
is well to be so situated as to have plenty to do.”

Collegiate ins:itutinns have sometimes been decried,
a8 unfavourable to the spiritual welfare of their alumns.
We know of no reason why they should be more so
than any other places where the attention is largely
taxed. The Christian is an imperfect, and therefore a
variable being. In every condition of life he has his
alternate seasons of darkness and sunshine, of feeble-
ness and vigour. Thus it was with Mr. Burchell;
yet, on the whole, the spiritual and vital delightfully
prevailed over tue languid and low. Writing to Mr.
Phillippo on the 16th of May, 1821, he says :—

«¥ will not il my letto? with apologies forﬁnng silence, as yon
are too well aware of the duties and incessant Jaboura devolving on
the Mudent, to attribute it to any want of affection. The emotions
awakencd by your last were various. I wept; T, rojoiced; and
Tonged to breathe in moro of that heavenly element ii which'Y
‘qnhot but believe you live, as is evident from the whole of your
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(pistle.  Dut, even in this highly favoured place, surrounded with
religious prmllgmt, 1 amn often compelled to mowm aver the barren-
ness and lothurgy of my soul. Amidst all, however, the crom of
Chrigt is my glory, the service of Jesus my highest feliaty, and the

 duties of religion are my only defight. The peace and prosperity
of Zion do, 1 trust, i near my heart; the extension of the Re-
deemer’s Wingdom 18 the object of my most’enmest sobicitude ; and
the alvation of ingmortal souls s the work in which J desie to
spend and be epent.”

In the course of the same month, he revisited the
scenes dmidst which he had spent the period of his
apprenticeship, for the purpose of Leing present at the
ordmnhon of Rev. J. Mack, destined for the mission
work In India. They had been fellow members, and
had anticipaied occupying the same sphere of labodr.
The service was to him full of solemn interest; and,
while it tended to cherfkh in his bo<om all the religious
affections, it inspired him with the wgrinest desires to
enter on a course of active conqocmtion to the Saviour,
in the promulgation uf his gospel. Of this. the fol-
lowing cxtract from a'letter to his friend Phillippo,
dated August 11th, will bear ample testimony.

“ I cannot but rejoice when I consider the surrender which we
have made of ourselves to the Lord Jesus,Christ. May he accept®
of our sincere, though unworthy offering; and make us the instru-
ments of turning multitudes of the heathen ¢ from darkness to Light,
from the power of Satan unto God.” We fecl an earnest concern
for the salvation of men,--of them who are ¢sitting 1 darkness,”
and perishing for lack of ‘vision. And I tgust we both feel an
insatiable longing for the glory of Godeand for the promotion of
the honour of Him who counted not his honour and life too dear &
macrifice, in order & purchase happinasf for us. 0, that our names
may hereafter bo grateful sounds in the ears of British Christians
snd of Hindoo convgrts, for our devoted and indefutigable exegtions
in bringing men to Josts, for the stedfastness of qur adherence to
him, t¢ his qmse, and to the truths of his gospel, and for our suc-
cess in the misionary enterprize { I am not influenced to soy this
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from a wigh to emjov popular applause. ¢ (God forbiil that T should
glory, save m the crogs of vur Lord Jesus Chust,” The mcense of
hwnan prase 18 nuught to me. I would tontemn the man who
ascended the pulpit, n the character of a Christian nnnmter, where
he should treat only with immortal souls, and who would he ton-
cerned to exhibit the gracefulness of his action, to pleasc the guy
and tasteful with hus fibwing style, or to eaptivate the manv by his
rheloric. May we be enahled to despise every olyect inferior to
that of directing sinners to the Lamb of God,*

During his residence at Bristol the pecunisry diffi-
culties of the Society led the committec o think of
seriously curtailing the outfit of their future agents,
and especially in the book department. This was felt
by Mr. Burchell to be & great hardship. In purpose,
he had given up all fur the sake of the common olject;
and already had he relinquished an excellent business,
“in which he had every prospect of realizing a hand-
some competency in the course of a few years. To he
deprived, therefbre, of such a necessary means of self-
improvement, and such a solace under heavy labours,
as a good libraty, secmed to him to be peculiarly
trying. In unbosoming himself once more by letter,
he thus sums up in the spirit of true heroism :—

“ And now, my dear friend, T will tell you what, amidst all, 18 my
joy and support. 1t 1s, that the cause in which T am engaged 1s
not the cause of man, but of God ; that I am not secking for my-
sclf the accumulation of worldly riches, or the enjoyment of
poral honours, hut the welfare of immortal souls; not the sdvance-
ment of my own glory, but the extension of Messinh’s kingdom and
the furtherance of hi gospel. To suffer for my Lord, yen, to leave
my native shores destitute and sorrowful, I will esteem my honour ;
for, perhaps, it is 4 fesage of Tuture sufferings, p prelude to severer
and more hery trials : there}'ore, under all, I will mske God my |
strength -

Up to this period, and for more than twelve monthd,
after, Mr. Burchell’s views were steadily directed ®
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Indin as the sphere of his labours. That he might
enter on it thl\ every advantage, he had made his
private reading “and research bear on a knowledge of
the country,~its social habits, its superstitions and
mythology, and cven some of the languages of the
cast. With all his complaints of the want of time, he’
had secured leisyre to moke himself acquainted {8 a
considerable extent, with the Arabic. Iursuing its
atudy unaided and alone, he found it attended with
numerous difficultics; but in the hope that it would
ultimately tell upon his uscfulness inethe ministry, or
in the work of biblival translation, he patiently con-
tinued Jo toil; regarding himself as under the most
stringent obligations to task every faculty, and to con-
recrate his entire life in the service of his graclous
Baviour.

At length the time drew on when he must leave the
quiet retirement of college. Not that his residence
there had involved him in the conditjon of a récluse.
In common with his fgllow *students, he had been
engaged most Lord's days in the work of preaching
the gospel. In this he took unmingled pleasure; and
with great fluency and force he dwelt on those doc-
trines most calculated o subduc the hearts of men to
the obedience of faith. Instances of uscfulness occa-
sionally came  light, adding fervour to his zeal, and
inspiring him with the most devout gratitude. To
what oxtent he was instrumental in the conversion of
his hearers, the last judgment alone vfill reveal. The
years he spent in Bristol coystifuted to him a very
happy portion of his lifc; andgm the review of it he
made the following record :—

%1 trust I shail ever feel grateful for the ulnablo instructions I

thers reuivod as 1 shall reficet with pleasure on the mny happy
hours I there' enjoyed in the society of my hrethren. hlxa 1
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heen frequedtly stimulated to real, and provoked to increosed
ardour of devotion ; so that, whatever the experience of othets muy
be, I cun never regret the day when I entered within the walls of
that excellent institution. Never can T forget to pray for its
prosperity ; or conse to desire that the snme spint of love, and

. harmony, and piety, which it has heen my privileged lot to wapness,
mav distinguish and adaorn the gnecessive generations of its mmates;
thus preparing them for a kindly and honourable dischurge of thar
munistry among the churches.”

During the last year of his studentship, cireum-
stances had occnrred in conneetion with the Jamaica
mission, which induced the committee to alter Ius
destination, and to determinc on sending him to the
beautiful islands of the western hemisphere  With
fome degreo of reluctance he resigned the loug and
*fondly cherished capectation of sharing the labours of
the noble band in the cast; but, as he had given him-
self up to be employed wherever the providence of (fod
may direet, he bowed to the decision. Ienccforth,
the subtletics 6f Mohammedism and the intercsts of
the turbaned Hindoo gave place, in his thonghts. to
the superstitions and sorrows of the captive children of
Africa; and he addressed himself {o the acquisition of
the most accurate information he could, obtain respect-
ing them. His heart was the scat of generous impulscs
and warm affections: and, as he coutemplated the
down-frodden condition of the negroes in the West
Indian colonics, he began to fecl springing up within
him an earncsk desire to proclaim to them that gosp
which is the only tiue catholicon, the only soverei
remedy of hupan illg and woes. The power of this
had himself proved, and he could not doubt that ¥
wonld be equally efficacious in purifying the consohm:e
and ennobling the character of the swarthy popu,luhon
of Jamaica.

« ‘The schson of his departute was somewlfat pre-



HIS ORDINATION. 39

cipitated by the arrival in this country of Mr. Tripp;
and the same clrcumstance led to his being appointed
to reside in the northern part of the island ; an appoint-
ment pregnant with the most varied and important con-
sequences to himself and others, Could those con-
~equences have been foreseen, they would have given
{o his erdination an amount of interest beyond tRat
which it actually did posscss, under which it would
have been all but impossible for him to have borne up.
It 15 a merciful arrangement, that the future is con-
cealed finm our view; that, as we canttot anticipate its
Joys and triumphs, so neither can we its sorrows and
perils. @ An ancient classic sings,

“Quid w1t faturom erae fage qumrere ™

A greater than the bard of Venusium has said, “ Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the monow
shall tahe thought for the things of itself: sufficient
unto the day 1s the ewil thereof.” B

The ordination scrvice was solemnized in Bethesda
chapel, Trowbridge, Wiltshite, on Tuesday evening,
October 14th, 1824. The Rev. Peter Macfailane,
niinister of the place, introduced the service, by reading
the 72nd Psalm and by prayer; Rev. T. 8. Crisp
addressed the large assembly from Matthew xiii, 88,
* The field is the woild ;" after which he addressed the
usual series of questions to the candidate for the
ministerial office; the ordination prayer was offered
by Rev. J. Saffery, of Salisburg; Rev. W. Winter-
botham gave the charge, which was founded on
Romans x. 12-216; Rev. Mr.%Seymou?, of Bradford,
concluded by prayer.

Two circumstahces were cofinected with this serVice
of special iriterest, and which deserve a passing notice.
Af a time when the addition of fifty converts in he
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courge of a year, to any scparate branch of a miscion,
was regarded as eatraordinary, the audiente were
struck by the terms employed by the large hearted
8affery, when, in thc ordination prayer presentcd by
him, he desired of God that *“he would not withdraw

“his servant from the field of labour until he had been

inttrumental in the conversion of at least ten thousand
souls.”” It would perhaps be impossible to ascertain,
with anything like accuracy. the number of those
savingly benefited by Mr. Burchell's ministry; but
those who have had an opportunity of carefully ob-
serving the progress of cvents have thought that the
prayer was little less tkan prophetic. .

In a letter recently received from the Rev. P. Anstic,

he mentions the following incident.  “The day of your

dear brother's ordination I shall never forget; it was a
solemn and most deeply interesting service. Onc
circumstance connected with it has piobably never
reached you; byt it will never be forgotten Ry one of
the numerous audmnco,-—hcmae a truly respectable
churchman, and I believe seldom if ever cntered a
dissenting place of worship. The mnovelty of the
service, however, attracted him on that occayion. 1
had often conversed with him on rehgious subjects, and
never without lamentmg to pereeive that all his hopes
for eternal happiness 1ested on the excellence of his
own moral and icligious character. But, on that
memorable evemng, God was pleased to upcn his cyes.
He was deeply aﬂ‘ected by the whole service, and more
particularly by the charge delivered by Mr. Winter. ;
hotham. May delightful conversattons I enJo)ed
afterwards ‘with this new convert; when he lamented
hiscformer pharisaical blindness, and rejoiced in the

.goodness and mercy of God manifested on his behalf.

He, with his family, left the church, and lived many
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years, maintaining a consistent and honourable course
to the end of his days.” Thus was a kind of gracious.
pledge given, thut the foregoing prayer should be
fulfilled in due time.

* On the following evening, an additional service wus
held’in the Rev. Mr. Walton’s place of worship; on’
which occasion the newly ordained minister and %is
pustor delivered o double lecture, Mr. Burchell chose
for his text the apostolic statement, “ Heicin is love,
not thut we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be a propitiation for our sins,” (1 John iv.
10.) This scripture was charactevistic of the preacher:
it wasgthe key-note of his subscquent inistry, all
whose varying and rich melodies received theimsupport
and swectness from, as they weie ultimately resulvabﬂ:.
into, this, It is now the theme of his loftiest song,"
amidst the unfuding splendours of the heavenly world.
Mr. Winterbotham's subjcet was admirably adapted to
minister cncouragement, not only tq his hearers in
general, but espedislly,to hls joung friend, whose
course was {o be run amidst circumstances of more
than ordinary difficulty :—** Kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in
the Jast time.” (1 Peter i. 5.)
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CHAPTER TII

-

JAMAICA, ITS MORAL CONDITIOY - -COMMENCEMPNT NI MISHION—
PROPUSAL TO MR. BURCIHEIL--MARRIAGE—ARRIVES AT MONTIUGO
BAY~—HLITL LMARI—CIILR(H  PORMED —PIRSF BAPTISM—PLRAR
CULTION——VI8I1> hINGSTON- BIRTH OF A RON.

Javarca is onc of the largest of that beantif 'l group
of islanus, studding the western wators of the Atlantic,
_éa]led the Antilles. It is nearly of an ovul form, being
¢ 180 miles long, and GO in extreme breadth. Its area,
containing about 6,400 square miles, is considerably
less thun that of the county of York ; but combines all
the clements of the richest and most enchanting secnic
joveliness, The blue mountains, intersccting the
island from cast to west, and rising to the height of
from five to eight thousand feet above the level of the
seq, are for the most part covered with dense forests,
displaying all the luxuriance of tropical vegetation.
In the valleys, the grassy savannahs streteh for miles
in park-like beauty, diversified with flowery hedge-rows
and shrubby thickets. FEverywhere the surface,
whether rising into hills of unequul elevation, cleft into
tavines, or spréad out in level and broad pastures, .
presents objects*which gaptivate the.eye and emaptur
the heart. Visitors, Vrpm whatever purt of the worl
they arrive, feel little difficulty in adopting the +de
scripfion which Columbus, who first brought it to kight
in 1494, transmitted to his royal patrons;—*Thewe
eountries ¢s far exceed all others in beauty and con-
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venicney, a8 the sun surpasses the moon in brightness
and splendour.” |

Thiough a long succession of ages, however, the

moral and social condition of the vari-coloured popu-
Intion of this island, confrasted strongly and most
"affcctingly with ite natural scemery. The imported
Afticans were abandoned to obesh and myalism, and
other gross superstitions; and, as the slaves were
gencrally prohibited marriage, so the colomsts, in too
many instances, were victims of the lowest vices.

In the year 18183, the baptist mission was intrbduced
into thisislwnd A gentleman, 1esiding 1n the northern
part olgif, requested the committee to send an agent
thither, promising him access to the negroeh on hi:
estates. Mr Jobn Rowe, who had been a student at
Bristol college, was accordingly sent, and fixed his
reaidence in the town of Falmouth. For a long time,
however, he was unable to get permission to hold
public worship; and was 1:cmoved by geath just as the
prohibition was taken .off. Tt was not until the
commencement of 1822 that a successor was appointed,
in the person of Mr. Tripp, who had for some years
been lving in Kingston, but who now took up his
abodc at Crooked Spring In consequence of the
death of his wife, s own pexs:mal illness which
followed, and his solicitude for the education of his
motheiless children, he resolved to revisit his native
countiry, This he did in the spring of 1823.

The committee, decming the statlon at Crooked
Spring of considerable interegt and importance, were
unwilling to alandon it; theg *therefare, about the
close of August, proposed to Mr. Burchell that he
should go out and occupy it, as soon as the necessary
affangements could be conveniently made. The pleas-
ing represéntations he had previously received, from
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Mr. Tripp, of the prospects of extensive success, as
also the urgent claims of the negroes, combined with
the Socicty's inability to afford them immediate aid in
cuse he refused, induced him to promise complinnce
with the request. The decision which had been
- arrived at with so much promptitude, admitted ot but
litle delay in bring carried into effect.

The ordination solemnity, as we have alrcady seer,
took place on the 14th of October. On the 22nd of
the same month, Mr. Burchell was united in marviage
to Miss Lusty,* a membher of the baptist church at
Kingstanley, Gloncestershire. The fortnight ensuing
was spent in parting visits among hi« relatiyes and
friends., The lust sermon he preached in Fagland,
was delivered from the pulpit of his venerable grand-

father, in the evening of Lord's day, November 9th,
fromn Zechariah ix. 12, “Twin you to the strong hold,
ye prisoners of hope: cven to-day do I declare that 1
will render double unto thee ™ After service. he left
for Kingstanley, and tie day following, in tompany
with Mrs. Burchell, for London. Here their stay was
barely sufficient to enable them to complete their
outfit; as they left again on Monday, the 17th, for
Gravesend, where they went on board the Garland
(irote. Captain Pengelly gave them a most condj
reception : and laid them under lasting obligations
his numerous and kind atfentions throughout
voyage. Painful as had been the scenes thro
which they had passcd, during the course of the Tast
few days, the first entry in the missionary’s journal on,

* This Iady, ¢f whom it wolilg be gratifymng to the weitar to mention many
things, did progriety porinit, had to make hor siarjtices 1 consemating hersolf
to the missionary life, ax well as the suljject of, this memow, To say nothing
of the endearndents of home, and of extensive Claistian sasouistions, she
voluntarily -uﬁmmnd to the loss of n considerable moperty which Was
designed for hbr, but which, on ascount of her loaving the counhy, was
avgplly devised to another who sustatawd no relitionship to the testator.
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hoard is as follows :— On retracing the leadings of
\God’s providencg, and contemplating his dealings with
us, we are constrained to acknowledge that he has
brought us by the best way. Yes, ‘he hath done all
thmp‘s well.” He has kindly moderated our sorrows,
"Ly speciul manifestations of his presence, and by the
application of his word of promise to our peculitr
circumstances.”

By a gentle course, they dropped down from
Gravesend, in the afternoon of the 19th ; and anchored
at the Nore for the night. The folldwing day they
1cached the Downs, whete they were doomed, Ly the
storms of winter, to spend ncerly three warfs in a
state of the utmost discomfort and peril. Under date,
of the 28rd, he writes : —

“This day we held divine service, Captain Pengelly read the
church prayers, according to his usual custom ; afier which, L gave
a short discourse, (ireat attention was manifested by the crew;
who cunducted themselves during the service with much decorum.
My subject was, the love of Cheist towards smners. As I parted
from the crew, a negro wornan (on her return home to Montego
Bay) came up, and, having saluted e, said, ¢ Dat right, massa;
me love dat ; dat be very good indeed.” ”

On the 28th, a heavy gale of wind commenced,
which continued through several days with varying
degrecs of violence, and led to the following entry.

 December 4th, Worse and worse. We havg had another most
tremendons gale of wind ; the most violent and disagtrous which
has been known in the Downs, as the gailors of Deal acknowledge,
since the apring ofy 1817, The wing wommensed blowing on
Tuesduy mornivg, and continued with inereasing fury during the
sueeeedm day and night ; hut, being off the land, our danger Jus
great,  Althodgh this was terrific enough, it was nothing in
cumparioon of What wo have since experienced. The wind shifted,
und gotinto the 5.8.W,, the worst possible point in which it could pe
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for us; in addition to which, the tides were at their highost spring,
which greatly augmented the power of the wind over us, und left us
without one smngle circumstance i our favour, Alout half past
ten o'clock, last night, the elements scemed as though they had all
copsprred to d:splny therr corabined power and rage. The durhness
, sppeared almost %otal. The ramn pelted down, as though the clouds
" hnd burst over us, The hybtning flashed around us, us 1f to muke
ofr darkness more intense by 18 momentary glare, and to appal us
yet moie by revealing the imnunency of our danger, Tho sea,
breaking over aur deek, filled our cubin, and the stovm romed most
ternheally, so as to resemble one continued peal of thunder.

“The wind and sea now commenced a dreadful contest with ue,
and seemed as if 1wepolved to tear us from our holdmg ground, and
overwheln ue m mstant destruction. Al the cham of our unthor
wius thrown out, conusting »f one hundied fathoms, to give the
anchor o e power, and the shap more play , when a dicadiul sa,
racked hy the wind, came up upon us, and hurled us to the end of

¢ »our chain, giving us such a fightful shock, thut 1 expected we
should go by the net wave to the bottow, 1if we wore not alieady
shattered to preces, of which we were doubtiul for a while  After
this surge, the veasel shooh all over, the a person pun shichen;
when folluwed anuther heavy sea, and yet anothar, which tore our
chain-cable from 1its fastenndg 1 the shup, This was liast of all
expected, and thiew the whole crew into the utmost consternation ,
by their alertness, however, i throwmg out the othr anchor, thev
saved the cham, us well ax aggam secured us for a while longer The
¢hain having been agun firmly secured, we now powsscd double
power, two anchors hemgg out ; but no long time elapsed, when they
were both tom from thar holding, and we were wt adnft, dragaing
thum after us  Thiv was the time of our groatest pent Nty or
eghty ships being anchored mound us, or duving aboat by the same
storm , 1o »es room to clear off; no light to enable us to guards
against danger;—pur doom seemed mevitable. About half -past,
twelve o’eluch, two shipa, alrcady entangled with cach uther, dum‘vf:
toward us, threatening to mvplve ne too, llad this hoen the c.ue,'
the coptain gaidethat all thrce must of neceaty heen wreched an
the Goodwin Sands, about two miles distant from us; and m that
direction the ill-fated vessecls were driving, The groatcst alarm wus
felt by ull ; but, through a meraful providénoe, they cleared, us,
and we weaﬂmred the rest of the night and storth. We aro de-
’,h’.!@ted, snd, 1 trust, grateful, that the former bas passed, and the

-
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Tntter has Tulled, and that we have been preserved from death, We
have felt with David, ¢ Glod was our refuge and atrength, a very

S present belp in troable ;* and now we would ¢ call upon our souls,
and all that is within us, to praise his holy nawme.’

“THis morning everything wears o gloomy and desolate aspect.
'fhm'. ships in sight are dmunsted, and have lost a great part of

®their rigging; others are dismantled ; two gone ashore; many
missing, which were lust night anchored around us. Soven &ut
their cableg, left their anchors, and drove into the north sea. Thir-
teen more were torn from their holding, and are driven we kiow
not whither. How delighted shall we he, to turn our back on this
dreadful stationt  Although we are only two or three miles from
Deal, there is no possibility of getting in there®so s Yo be out of
danger.

«To attempt to describe my feelingg, during this dreadful night,
would be®folly. My nerves are tmmﬁcmﬂly excited 3 ary, mdeed,
my whole physical system is completely upsct for the present, Do
prospect of the worst, however, my wind was tranquil, and I,
realized o wonderful degree of support. Had not this been the
case, my mental suffeings would have been intolerable, Mm.
Burchell suffered so severely from sickness, that she was rendered
insensible to the danger, and kuew nothing of it ,\mtil the moming."‘

A few additional extriets from the journal may be
here iuserted, under their respective dates, as not
devoid of interest to the general reader; while they
serve o bring out to view the character of their
writer »

“ December Gth,  About noon, awiir wind, blowing from the
N.E. sprung up, and has happily liberated us from the Downs, and
set ys on our voyage. When the breeze set in, it blew so hard, that
in getting up our anchor the chain hroke, (aithoygh the bar of cach

ting 3 two inches in dinmeter,) occasionipg the loss of the anchor
and twenty fathoms of chain, Howgyer, the sils were instantly
unfurled, and we togh our lcuve,  Eight ether vemcls moved off in
the same dircetiop, presenting a most animated spectacle; every
half hour exhiluting a very differont aspeot, as they changed tzxair
course, ’ )

"« December Teh. English channdl ; off Weymouth, The Garland
Grove proves liethelf 1o be a fost sailer, ns we are dhead of neagly
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ol the vessels that camo off with us yesterduy. At prosent, about
Hifteeh are in sight. DPassed by Portsmouth this mornmg, at s
o%lock, Could clearly discern the Isle of Wight, at day hreak.

" The day has been very fine, so that we have heen much on deck.
Our thoughts have been busy, about dear friends at home, wid their
numerous privileges, of which we are now depred. We have

" learnt their value from their loss. No service has been held on
hotrd to-day, as all hands sre required an deck while we contu
on the coast. To-night our fine wind is failing us,

% December 9¢h. A foul wind yesterday, w» we lny oft' Plymouth,
into which place the captain was wishful to run for a few hours, as
his wife and family reside there.  About noon to-day, the wind
again became favotrable, when the captain felt it to he his duty to
proceed without having reahszed hw wishes. We lost gight ot
Englich land, (the kat portjon of it visibh, heing the Lizard,) as
the dnukﬁf evening drew ou 3 and gazed for the lnst tithe on the
Cights, abuut cight o'cloch. This led to manv patnful reflections,
And awakened many acute feelinga.

“ December 14th.  Lat. 44", long, 14°.  On Thursday aftemoun
we entered the Bay of Biscny.  The wind had been blowmy haid
ull day, though in our fayour; as we entered the bay, it rose to o

ygah‘. At the hest of tuney, the sea in the bay is vay bad; bat,
with a heavy wind, it 18 truly tremendous.  No person, who has not
secn it, can form any adequate iddh of what st is. The pitching
and tosing of the ship are «qually distressing and alarming. We
can noither stand nor sit, excepting o we hold fasd on something
that is fixed. Ow hoaes, somr of which are large and heuvy,
tumbled and rolled sbout as if instinct with life. Aw we rat in
ohairs firmly lashed, i was almost amusing to sce the poor negro
woman dancing and twirling ghout, as though she could not help it.
She was holding to the hody of one of the masts, when presently
a heavy sen came up, and set the vessel in terrible motion. She
did her best tumu‘mtuin her hold, but to no purpose. Away she
was hurled to the other end of the cabiu; whem, not heing
sufficiently alert in catefing hold of something to stay hemwl( by,
she was quickly hurled l;-wk' spaine  In o moment or two, almost
before she ¢could rocover hidath, off she goes agam ; when at length,
she wus thrown down ou the Bour, and, after Yolling about for «
wiflle, sucoreded in wedging herself in & novk by the cabin door,
until things wige u little quicter. 1t was truly appalling to Jook aut
upon the sea, whose waves were foaming and raging nnd dashing
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abcat, now scndmmg us up into the clonds, nnd Again alinost
burving us m the deeps  We have ho peace ourselved; thie

" minute we e saftibing, the next thrown ither and thither nor
are w¢ safc, n the chur or on our fect, in bed or othorwse The
gale Jdowd with o heavy storm about mudmight, but the wind has
contigucd fur for us éver since, and wo are now happily tscaped
from the hay ~ W¢ bave been verv 1ll, .n consequence of so rough
a sc1, und arc st} very feeble and prostrate. The captpn read

'pra\m to dwy, but J was unable to preach, i fact, I was »o
poorly thit I could not even be present at the service.

“Detembor 21M Lat 31, long 19°  Hage made bat httle
progrese wentw ird, durng the last week  or two davs and 2 half
we were becalmed 5 at other tmes, have had contrary winds, ‘We
arc nown got mnto a ve s fine cimatc, 50 ax to give up fres 1
prenched to day, the fiew were very sttentive T was Yd to take
fr my subpct the “ommeacnec of God, wineh se med very
astounding to many of the pour salors  Some of them looked &
if they could not tell what to make of 1, or how o credit . *X
«ndeaviuned to press upon them the thought, that the eve of God
wis oy apon them uy mdicwtuals, so 48 to be perfectly
ac inted with all thew rwords thoughts, and actions This was

*

quitc & mncl thime to scveral ot them, wd wgmded mn ther ears
“wond tfully strange * One pown fc low (sn Insi man) Jooked m
the ¢ re atest surpnise and wonder the whale of the tunc and scemed
toa & by fus countenance, as I uttercd sentance by seutence, What
m the wotld will he say neat®  le wanted to hnow, ¢ IHow ean
these things bhe O that th word myy product, not merely
suiprise but conviction of wn and convarnop to (xud

% December 26th  Yestaday w s Chistings day , ut one whiek
allowed of Lttle emovment  As B was dicsang about sevin
o'clock, the wind, which was alrewdy blowing fair and fresh, began
to mcrease, and to threaten us with another gale Tt ¢ augury was
but too surcly fulhlled Tt raged durmy the whole day with great
fury, so that e were obliged to tuhe 1n a good part of our sls; we
drove, howuver, newrhy two hundred ngiles 1n the cuttrse of twenty-
four hours  The egptam reid payem,gu® I wasto have preat hed,
but could not stand on account of the severe motxa of the slp,
1he wind wus worse than cven in the bay ; but, mstead of it
from end to end wé rocked from mde to mde, which, though' less
distressing, 8 fir more toasing  The vosel was frequently
8o completcly ol her mde, as to dip up the water from the sea, gnd

D
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render the dock as steep as the roof of a house.  Sometimes the
waves would swell up hike 2 mountain, to the height of thirty feet
wbove nis; the next minute the yawimg gulf agpenred ns much or '
more below us. It was at times very.temtying, and 1 feared we
oust capsise,  In the midst of all, however, one could not Init feu!
amused to gee every thing, hiving or dead, in the most censelesg sl
eatraordinary motion. L was sitting in an snn char that was well
lasied, when a sudden and violent sea huiled e out of my
supposed security, flmping me on my back to some yards distance, '
Twice was 1 so served, Ihnner hour at length arnscd, and an
excellent table was served up, inetuding soup, turkoy, bam, and the
guod old Faglish fare of € plum pudding.” Soon afier we took our
places, the ham scbmed much disposed to find a seat in Min
Burchell’s lap ; it had therefore to be diligently watched.,  Just 4y
my plate wgs furnished, a viojent roll commnenced, when away went
my putaluz. In n moment or two, cvery thing on the table was in
nltion. Now we were scrambling to stcure the viands; now, to
geure ourselves.  Allis ¢ontusion,  The captain luses his seat, and
1 sent off without cercmony to the end of the cabn.  The turhey,
which he had been carvng, scemed no longer dead, but was abont
to take V'rench leave and depmt, when it was with diflieulty sccured.
In short, it was o dreadful day, and very maich discomposed us .
happily, however, rs we were more ucmstumed to the sea, we wen
in less alurm thun on some former oleusions, 1 need not sdd, we
were thmmng and talking of dear friends all day long, at Jeast
when the ship would allow ws 1o do so 5 und that we wished them o
quieter and Lappicr day than Lad {allen to our Jot,

“ December 23th.  Tat, 24°, long, 88, Preached to-day; the
suilors wore viry attentive, Saw several flying fish < also, o grampus,
or younz whale. An American vessel appemed in the dstance,
homeward bound. Wo are sailmg at a good rte; nearly two
hundred miles n day.”

Henceforth the course of the voyagers was moi
tranquil and pleasatil. Jhey had left the region g
storms behind ethem. ¢ [The deep azare sky was g
riously bright over hcad; the sea as gloriously bLright
and blue beneath them.  The favouring winds, though
still strong, w¢re more mild and balmy. All circum-
stances were ‘more favourable o enjoyment; at the
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same lime they admitted less of incident. At length,

‘sabout nine weeks after going on board, and after
braving perils of no ordinary magnitude, it was their
happihess to drop anchur in Montego Bay, on the 15th

,uf January, 1824, It was the goal of their hopes; it
was destined to become the theatre of their self-
nying labours, their bitterest trials, and their noblest
triumphs.

Un landing, Mr. Burchell's first object, agreeably to
the instructions of the Committee, was to seek an
interview with the Ton, 8. Vuugha;x, one of the
proprictors, aud the acling atforney of the cstates on
which Mr. Tripp had been lochted. In confequence
of his being absent in Westmoreland, however, he did
not sce this gentleman until the 19th, when he received
from Lim a very discouraging account of the position
of public affairs und mercuntile interests. In fact, he
fuund clouds and darkness where he auticipated sun-
shine; ond was destined to by disciptined by disap-
pointment, where he had looked for immediate success.
The movements of the abolition party at home had
led to considerable uncertainty in the tenure and value
of property in the colonits; the consequences of which
were paticiputed by the kindly disposed as well as the
hostile portion of the planters. Mr. Vaughan informned
him, therefore, that his family had determined on giving
up service on one of their estates altogether; and
would require his services on the other.wiv. Flamstead,
only once on cvery alternate Sunday; and further,
that, as the housc intended for the missionary had been
comverted into a hospital for thc&xegrocs,'hc must seek
a residence elsewhere,

On the followink Lord's day, January 25th, ho cotn-
menced his fabours at Crooked Spring, by preaching
from Luke ii. 10, % Behold I bring you good tidings ef

»2
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great joy." Disappointment, howcver, awaited him
here. Instead of a thrénging and ceger assembly.
which he bad heen led to expoet, the attendance wen
thin, not exceeding three hundred persons. After the
service, he met a few who sustained the office of cjders
among the professedly rehigious negroes; but found
wmore to discomage him, in the spiritual condition of
those whom they represcuted, than in all other eircum.
stances combined. It will not awaken surprice, theae-
fore, if he were ready to hang his harp on the
willow.

But, how often do the trials and sorrows of God »
servanisglcad on to the happiest of iemultsa They
labour f;d act under the supervision of Onc who,
however mysterious his procedures may appcar o us,

?% sceth the end from the beginning ; ' the resources of
whose wisdom and goodness are inexhaustible; and
who with ineffable shill overrules all things to the
promotion of tha most beneficent ends.

* From aeemmng + vl still edacing good,
Ahd better thenes agam, and better sul),
In wiinlte progresuion *

Thusr Mr. Burclell found it. While the disappoint-
ments he had so uncexpectedly met with, induced him
“to look to himsclf less und to Christ mae, to pray
earnestly for divine direction and inflnence, and to relfd
on the Saviour alone for present encouragement and
ultimate success;” they led him to turn Ljs aitention
to Montego Bay, as the principal sphere of his ministry,
This was the second mercantile towh in the island,
containing about six thousand inhabitants, romantically
sitdated at tle foot of wooded hills,’and at the inland
extremity of a very beautiful bay: “ quite a good look-
ing place, anti, like other towns in Jamaica, rapidly
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improving.”* At this time it had two places of
worship; a pretty and well attended church, and .
premiscs recently fitled up by the Wesleyans as a
chapel. Many baptist negroes resided in the neigh-
bourhood, who had received what little they knew of
"the goapel from Mr. Moses Baker, a mulatto from New
York, who arrived from America about the timo that
the venerable Dr. Coke visited the island, and laid the
foundation of the Wesleyan mission. Here he at once
took up his residence.

The next object of his solicitude wass a suitable place
in which to preach, This he found in the corner house
of Chugeh and King Strefts, the property of R. Waite,

‘sq. A much more anxious point yet remaiued to bg
settled ;—Would he be permitted to occupy it? The
minds of the colonists were kindled into resentment
by the vigorous action of philanthropists at home, and
were warped by the most violent prejudices against
resident missionaries. Undeterred by the failure of
Mr, Rowe, and committing hid cause to Him who can
control the waywardness of human hearts, he deter-
mined to apply for a licence tn the quarter sensions
of the parish of St. Jnmnes, which would be held in
the town on Tuesday the 27th instant. Under the
auspices of Mr. Vaughan, who ucted as chief justice
that day, scconded by the kind offices of Capt. Boyd,
he happily succceded in obtaining it; not, hawever,
before it had been infimated to the bench that, in case
of refusal, an application would be made to the general
court for a mandamus to cnfqrce complience. “ The
result awakenedsequal astonishrgeht amohg friends and
foes.” Having made these movements “ the subject

* “Gurney’s Winter n the West Indien," p. 136. 'When Mr, BuRnel
adopded Montegos Buy as bis principal station, the popolation did not excesd

the above nambgr; at the tumo of Mr. Gurney's vidlt, sxtcen years afver, it
bad become doubled,’
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of earnest praycr to God for direction,” he regarded
the success by which they were followed as tlxe inter.
position of divine Providence in his favour; and, under
this impression, he * rcjoiced in the prospect of becom-
ing the harbinger of truth and mercy to the inhabitanis
‘of the town, multitudes of whom were utterly ungon-
scibus of their ruined condition as sinners, and ignorant
of the way of salvation revealed in the gospel.”

On lord’s day, Fcbruary 1st, the room was first
occupied for religious purposes. The preacher took
for his text in the momning, Psalm exxii. 1: and, in
the evening, Psalm lxxxiv. 10, I1. The place was
crowded pon both occasions. 'ﬂns seems to havp arisen
from an accidental circumstance,—the ahsence of the

ethodxst minister from the Bay; many of whose flock

hvalled themselves of the opportumty of hearing the
stranger. Next Lord’s day morning he fulfilled his
engagement at the station in the country, and then
returned o town for the remainder of the day. Of
this and the next. two subbaths he made the following
brief record, which is transcribed for the purpose of
showing the actual ciroumstances under which this
branch of the mission was commenced.

“ Felruaey 8th.  Preached this ofternoon to a most discouragingy
congregation, not cxgecding fifty persons, 1 fult it very sovercly,
after the toil of coming down from Flamstead, or Crooked Spring!

 February 15th. This moming the numbers were few, but in
the evening more e couraging.

“ Febyuary 22nd, This evoning the attendance was late, but
considersbly increased, the chouse being three parte full. The
people appestedWo feel fmder the word, beifyg vury attentive in
general, and gome much impressed. The appenrance of things
unti) now has rather depressed me ; but I indulge the hope that
the Lord is working with and by me, and will make bare his arm
and subdye the people untoe bimself.” o
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In a letter to his clder brother, written two days after
the last date, hg thus describes his arrangements and
prospects :—* 1 now preach twice at the Bay every
other Sunduy, and once on the alternate one. Ason
the latter I preach in the mountains in the morning,
and ride down in the middle of the day ten miles, to
preach on the Bay at four o'clock, this proves to be
very fatiguing work ; and will compel me to keep a
gig. or to give up the evening service, which I think
would be vory unwise. It is, indced, a small hegin-
ning; but ‘the day of small thing8’ must mnot be
‘despised.”  Capt. Pengelly attends my ministry
regulurly, as do also some of the sailors. The captain
does all be can to assist and encourage me, antl proves
himself to he a real friend. It is true, T have not much,
here at present to carry me beyond myself; still, I do
not feel discouraged, as T hope things will all be well
by end by.”

The following Lord's day was onc af special solem.-
nity and thrilling intescst, leing signalized by the
formation of u Christian church. Of the baptized
nogroes, resident in the town and its vicinity, several
had come under his notice, whom he examined, as to
their views of divinc truth and their experimental
knowledge of vital religion, with anxious care. The
Christianity of o portion of them appeared to be so
gennine and unequivocal, that he did not hesitate to
unite them in visible fellowship, agregably to the ex-
ample and polity of the New Tegtament. An account
of the procedure was transmitéed by him to Mr, Dyer,
in o letier of tife 12th of Aprilpthom wiich the follow-
ing extract is taken.

L) L
“On Sinday, Febroary 20th, I constituted twelye persons, who
had been previously baptised, into a church. Others made appli-
cution ; but, not being folly satisfied as to their cheracter, I deemed
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it best for them to sy a little jonger, This way the mobt inter-
and afferting day to my soul T ever remember, and it ap-
peared to be so to all who were present,  Severh! of the spostators
were deeply affected 3 and some, I hope, savingly wrought upon.
After the morning service, those remained who felt inclined, (and
they were nearly all ;) when, having offered up prayer to the great
Head of the church, I bnefly stated the object of the meeting,
thehature of a Clirstian church, und the obligations and duties of
those who became members of 1t ; and thon addressed the eandi-
dates from Acts u. 42, I really think we felt the presence of the
Redeemer in the midst of s ; nor wall the recollection of the ddy
ever be erased ﬂom my memory At the close of the sorvice X
was almost averconle with fatigue, for the climate is exceedingly
oppressive to 8 new comer; bui, to feel as ¥ then felt, and enjoy
what 1 theng enjoyed, cheerfully and gladly would I enduge equal,
or even myre fatigue, every day of my hfe. O that this may prove
td he the first-fruits of a glorious harvest 1”

L)

- Already had Mr. Burchell Legun to look arownd
him, and to think of the places “beyond” the imme-
diate locality in which he had found a home, e had
not gone to Jammica with the design of seeking ease,
but to work, and unreservedly ¢o throw all his eneigics
into the noblest service that can tfask b effort
ond sympathy. Falmouth, twenty miles di in an
easterly direction, and whither Mr. Rowe had been
sent ten years before, first took his attention. On
inquiry, however, he found that the Wesleyans wore
about to cpmmence a station there; and, to avoid the
appearance of an unfriendly rivalry, he relinguish

thought of it fox the present. Looking over the@
his eye lit an Tucea, a town from twenty to twentyt
five miles distant to the south-west of Montego Bay.
Here was no gdspel mimistry; and condéquently it had
a prior claim on any labour he could devote to it.
“ The place." he writes, * is very dark; and I expept'to
find it unfridadly to my mission. Howevey, I hope an
effgptual door may be opened, and suificient styength
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communicated to me; and I will endeavour to do my
best there. T think of going in ebout a fortnight, to
make inquiries on the spot; and Captain Pengelly
has this day kindly offcred to accompany me, and to
. tender whatever asgisiance he can. He is personally

acquainted with another captain there, who, he thxnks.
can afford us information. May 1 be happily able’to
tell yotu good news concerning this place, when I write
again !”

The state of his mind in a religious point of view,
amidst the novel and responsible circumstances in
which he found himself, as disclosed in a succeeding
letter, was overything which shis hest friesds could
desire. Indoeed, hie personal piety was of the mosg
healthy and vigorous order. There was fothing du-,
bious or feeble about it ; it was alike intelligent, warm,
and active, impelling him to diligence, and preparing
him for success. In a letter to the biographer he ex-
presses himself as follows :—

“1t is with pleasure I mform jou that I am well in health,
happy in my domestic connection, and prosperng in my misson,
Whilst X have some things to depress, T have more to checr me;
for do I regard it as one of the least of my mercies, that I am
hapyy in my work, and happy in my Saviour. T trust I can truly
say, * For to me to hive is Christ, and to die 1s gain' More than
ever do 1 fecl the value of the soul, and the preciougpess of the
Saviour.

¢ Yean, thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;  #
Jawels to theo ave gaudy tgys,
And gold 18 rordid dgst.”
Yfeolclm!lovebh ; but 1 want to leve him mde, and to pusess
‘mote of his spirit, Inm enabled to cast my care upon him, and
to comnit myself to his keoping. My hope, I think, is whplly
fixed o Christ, and he is the rock of my salvatiop. The world®
iins fower sttactions for me, and heaven more. Sin becomen in-
cronsingly irksome and bpoluubh.mduﬁdonnlmplm-a
D
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Enrth has less charme, and Jesus iz altogether lovelv. My only
denire 18 t0 Ine to him ; and I think T am willing, to live as long as
he has anjtlung for me to do, and to die whten I have done hs
pleasure.

O for moie zeal to mmprove my fleeting moments, and for an
halutual preparcdness to depart when the summons shill come !
If a mn, concerned for i best and highest intercsia, wishes to
unfby resl repose of mind m Jamaien, it 18 secured only by hiving
18 one whe 18 expecting death, for truly may 1t be smd,

Our life is « ver on the wing
And death 18 ¢ ver nigh*

4 About a month smue [ raeaved aletter from brothcr hmbb,*
atating what escellint bhealth he emjoved  Whut then wuy mny
warprise, a8 [ came out of my chumber 1wt Sgmday morning, and
was gomg fo the eurly praor meeting, to leamn that 1w uoe

orc ' e had died on the previous Suerd v, and was laud n the
silent grave the day followmg. I feel aud wogret hislors, he wiy
good man, a usefal and promming charcter  The elimate of this
wland 18 very nninendlv to Luropeans, and renders fcewsany on
therr part the most meessant e Honerer, all we huwe to dow,
to cast ourstlves upon God  Mr Allen, o Wenlivan musstonary,
arnved with two o hus, five weeks apo One of them waw ap
pointed to Montego Bay, was tak n 3}, and ded withn three
weeks of hw arrnal - Tralv 3t may he smd of uy, ¢ In the nudst
of Jife we ure 1n denth **

Such were the prineipies and chicumstances under
which the labours at the Bay were prosecuted: and,
as time rolled on, prospcets brightencd and bheeime
more encpuraging The empty benches 1 the preach-
ing room gradually fillcd, until at length moie had to
be provided, and even standing room could not
obtained for the numbers who came to hear No
they attend in vain. Under the influence of the Tu
indifference gdve plaecto anxious solititude ; and pre-
judice gradually softened down. In’s letter to the
JRev. Mr. Macfarlane, of Trowbndge,-hc thus degeribes
the change ‘which waes passing on the fate of things,

ﬁ » The eder sud amiable broilier of tho tioble-hearted William Kuilb
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and the cffects produced by the word upon the heart
and conduct of several persons :~—

“ For a fow wecks after T commenced preaching the good news
of salvation by Jesus Christ, everything wore & discournging aspect.
The gospel secmed an unwelcnme mesvage ; and so eompletely op-
posed dul it prove to the prevailing practice<, customs, and preju-
dices of ull kinds of people, that, instead of being welcomed as the
gospel of the prace of God, few would enter the house, and most
felt disposed to keep altogether out of hearing. However, many
sabbaths did not pass, before 1 was led to hope that the word of
the Lord was swned and blased by tum 3 and my prospeets gene-
rallh assumed a more cheering aspect. The number of hewrers
weekly inereased,  Sunners were ¢ pricked in then hearts;® many
anxinly inquired what they should do to be saved; agd the gospel
was no Jonger regarded as a thing to be dreaded or shghted. Ozxe
of the women han since ohserved to me, that she aeas long kept
back from attending the chapel, from the effects which she under’
stood were genprally produced on the ¢ gospellers, nanely, that no
sooner did they come to the chapel, than they gave up baying and-
seling on Sunday 3 and dancing, drinking, gambling, and swearing,
at all limew.  As for herself, she could not reywist without the for-
mer, and would he nuserahle,mithont the latter ; and that, although
whe folt much euriomty to visit the place once, she feared to do so
lost similar effects should be produced on her. At length, however,
ahe made up her mind to come; “hut,’ smd she, ¢ I had not heen
thews nn hour, when 1 hegun to weep under a sense of my guilt
and danger’ On retuming home, her ¢omvictions and distress |
somewlnt abated. She also hegun tu caleulate the loss she wonld
wstain, if she no longer worked, hought, or sold, on the Sunday,
which was the only market day; and thought it b(‘t, upon the
whole, not to reprat her visut in the evening. However, cvening
came, und she wns so wreiched that she feltshe must go to the
elinpel again. And now the word of jthe Lord so affected her,
thut, ireenpective of all consequenqpe, ker only concern was tor
know how she cowld be pardoned ang dved. From this time she
felt no molination to attend scenes of mirth as before ; and as for
the subbath, she was so anious about her soul, that she  lever
thought of the market. She is now a regular attendant mou
tho inguirers, Many other interesting fucts I eould nltto, did the
limits of qy paper allow ma to do 80" -
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The progress of events soon imposed on Mr. Bur-
vhell the happy necessity of looking out for other and
mMore spacious premises.  These he soon found, and
ultimately secured through the kind assistance of Mr,
Vaughan and Captain Pengelly. ‘The building, which
stood in a large yurd, wos in the very centie of the
town, and in cxcellent condition. I wau originally
built for a court-house, and had subseqnently becn
accupied av u theatre and assembly-rooms. By the
removal of a temporary partition, a hall was obtained
on the second. floor, measuting sixty-five feet by
twenty-five  Above it was another ronm, twi ntv feot
by twenty-five, which was capable of being converted
into a gallery. This plaee was opened fm publie
worship on the first Lord’s duy of Apil, when the

.missionm') had the pleaswie of preawhing to o nume
rous and attentive audience.  Treviously to this, how-
evor, and altogethi r nnknown to him, the building had
been mot truly conseerated. On the Saturday evening
he had engaged a persan to remain in it diting the
night, to keep * watch and ward ™ over some goods
which had been remuved into it. Some simple-hearted
and devout slaves touk advantage of the cireumstanee,
and held a prayer meeting in it the same cvening. and
a second similn semvice noxt morning before daylight,
* imploring that the divine blessing may 10at wpon the
ministry of the word, and that the presence of Jesus
may be vouchsafed to his people whenever they might
assemble.” When narruting the incident, and the ver.
vices which followed. ‘ne excluims, * Oh that in the Jast
day it may be said ofe m"'nny, ¢ that thig and that man
was born there !' ™

A} this period, not less thun a hundred persons were
under special care and instruction as inquirers; by
which denomination is meant persons who had ex-
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pressed a deep and anxions concern for their spiritual
and cternal interests. The new premises were thronged
with attentive rongregations, Scarcely a sermon way
preached without its being instrumental in awakening
.ﬂm consciences of the careless, and quickening to
1epentance the *“dead in trespasses and sins.””  The'
Lord's day morning pray er-meetings, which commendtd
at siv o'clock, were attended by nearly two hundred
worshippers; some of whom had come a distance of
ten or fiftecn miles. and others, from cagerness of desire
to be present, were there an hour before the semvice
commenred.  The little chureh was instant and ear-
neet in intorcession fur a blessing ; numeroug applica-
tions were made for baptism s and all things conspired
to finnish unequivocal intimations, that GGod was about
to arise and plead his own cause,

Lord’s day, June 6th, was a season of incessant,
varied, but delightfal labour: rendered memorable hy
the first administtation of the ordinaree of believers”
baptisni.  The spot seleated wdy that where the Barnet
tiver discharges itoclf into the sea, about a mile from
the town. The service was commenced by a brief
exhartation, followed by payer; after which Mr, Bur-
chell immersed thirty-three persons on o profession of
their faith in Jesus Christ.  Respecting the candidates
he says, that he had * previously received from them a
statement of their religious experience, had carefully
questioned them to ascertain the natuge of their doc-
 trinal wentiments, and had received sutisfactory in-
formation concerning their chyracter from those who
knew them.” Ad great must hple beer his joy on the
occasion, as he contemplated these the first-fruits of his
ministry, and led them onward in the path of Christian
- obedience. 'From prudential reasons, the bapiismal
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service was held at the early hour of four o'clock in the
morning ; ;

# Leat, from the largeness of the crowd which would have
assembled together at o Inter hour, tu witness {he administration pf
» an ovdinance which they had never befire scen, tumult and disgrden
might have ensued.  As it was, (he adds,) 1 was not without my
fenrs, though they all prosed groundless; for, n more pedeeable
concourse I never witnessd, vven n England,  The groatest
decornm prevaled theoughout § during the ccremony there was
seureely 8 word spoken 1 m short, there was a8 much serioustss of
manner a9 is wsully witnessed e a chugel 5 and, at the close, al!
departed in the utmost order. {1 can trady sy, et 1 found o gond
to he there, and 1 trast the prosence ol the Lond was with us, At
8x, o'elockiwe held vur prager-meeting, when there mast have hoea
fhree or fonr hundred persons present, who appeared much inter-
ested. At ten o’dock | preadiud to « large and serious andience,
from Luke xxii. 10, “Thw do m remonbrance of me; after
which, | had the pleasure of reeeiving wito churehafellowship the
persons who had been baptized, and adminstered the ordinancs of
the Lord' supper fur the st tune to the church. A mare solemun
and affoeting coasos ik 1 never tealsed. Truly was ot © o time
of rfreshing trom the p)ﬂ:wwu o the Lord”  And whilst we
contempluted a dying Redeaner, and partook of the wemorinle of
hiw love, we sat m wondenmy, amazanent, now  weeping, now
ropoicing, At the canclusion of the serviee, we were under the
painful pecessity of exeluding one from the ehureh, for nos attend-
ance and disomlerly conduet ; (hins w pleasure mingled with pmn,
und exultation chostined by dmappointinent and somow.  How
active iy the great (memy in sowing tares among the wheat!  May
the Lord difout his offerts, anld counternet ull his infuences and
designs.  In the evening [ prenched, by the desire of many, a
sernon on the subfbet of baptism, from John ui. 93 5 in the course
of which, T assigned thes rewsonn why we followed the practiee of
unmersion, and baptired ondy helievem. At the eommencerient T
folt much futiguoa, from 'pn vious engagementd; but I waw greatly
strengthened, and enabled to proceed with some pleasure to mysell,
and, U trus, profit to others, May the Lord grant that this first
addition t0 hig church here may prove to be but the heginning of
harvest ; and, In due time, € make this littlo one to hecome a thou-
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sand!”  May he bleas his word to the convermion of rinners, the
mercase of his church, and the extension of his truth I

. The cngagements of this hallowed day gave great
iffence to the white population, and awakened in them
a spirit of virulent opposition; or rather, they were
seized o as furnishing a favourable opportunity”of
evincing feelings which had previoudly existed, but had
hitherto been kept under restraint.  For some wecks
past the utmost jealousy of religious sects and move-
ments had heen cherished in the towa, principally by
the officioneness of Mr, Coates, & magistrate, and editor
of the Montego Bay (lazetie: »o that constables and
spies had becn ¢miployed to parade the streets, und to
mark the olightest deviation from legal propiety.
Aware of this fact, Mi. Buichell had observed the
most rigid caution; {orbidding the ncgroes conneeted
with the Litle church undee his eare, to hinld meetings
among themselves of uny description,ser to eall upon
him after night-fall. S» scrupulons hud he been on
these points, that Mr. Radddiffe, 2 Wesleyan missionary,
undertook to reprove him for being * cautions to an
extreme,”  What then must have been his surprise
when, on Monday morning, June 7th, he received,
throngh the medium of the common consthble, & sum-
mons issued by the cletk of the peace, commanding
him to appear before the magistrates at the' court-
house on the following day, to answgr charges of a
severe and daugerous nature ; particularly, * holding
unlawful mectings at night of pslaves ¥
In accordanc® with the termd’ of tHis peremptory
" order, he madb his appearance at the court-house on
Tuceday morning, at ten o'clock; his mind ful} of
perplexify, being unconscious to what * mbetings ™ the
magistrates could refer; knowing at the same time that
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he had, on no occasion, hicld a meeting of any descrip-
tion after night. 1Te found on the bench, the Rev, Mr.
Jenkins, vicar. and his curate, the Rev, Mr, Towton ;
together with Messrs, Grey, Coates, Guthrie, Montague,
and Watt. Mr. Grey opened the business, by stating
“that they had received information against him, to the
effect thut he had been in the habit of holding unlaw

ful meetings and preaching to the slaves at night ; and
that, in addition, he hall baptized on the preceding
Sunday in the river Bay hefore day, and had baptised
negroes without their owners” permission.  The first
vharge he denied /n foto 5 und assigned reasons for
relectingzo carly an howr for baptism, with which all the
magistrates appeared well satistied, with the caception
of Mr. Coates; whn said, that “as it was an hour
not allowed by luw for <laves to assemble together, the
missionary mut not, at any future time, attend to the
ordinance earlier than five o'¢lock.”™  The rest shall be
told in the term; of a brief diary which was then koept,
but which the writer was sonn obliged to discontinue
for want of leisure.

-1 requusted, therefore, as many lonse and disorderly petsons
might asscrble at a later howr than four, and create confusion and
tumult, that constables might he allowed to be prescnt to prenrie
order, as I pould not e otherwise responsble for the goud or bad
conduct of spectators.’

“ Afr. Coales. * We il furnish constabies, but it shall he to
apprehend any that might be found about the streets eurlier thun
tive o’clock. And now, sir, had you received papens from the
awners of the slaves, giving you permission to baptire them 2

“ Missignary. ¢ No, sit’

“ Mr. Coates. Tut yow gro aware that you have na richt tn
baptize them, without such permission.’

Missionary, ¢1 am not aware there is any law revent my
haptizing any who apply to mc for that holy ordi .

“ Mr. Guithrie. “Iu it not roasonable to have such permission

first 1’ v
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“ Missionary. ¢ I am not us yet sensible of it.”

“ Mr, Coates. ¢ But,.sir, there is a law.’

“ Missionary. © Shdw me the law, sir, and T shall be convineed,
and will desist accordingly.’

“ Mr. ('ates. * Do not you eredit cur word

% Missionary. ¢ You say there is a law, and T suppose you have
nuummy for wuch a statement. T only wish to see that suthorty,
and I shall be convinced.' o

 Mr. (outes. (In an angry tane.) ¢ Bring hither the book of the
Consolidated Slave Act,’ 1t was mought ; and Mr. Guthrie read a
passage to the effect, that owners of slaves should use their en-
deavours to mstruct them, and should then lmng them to the
elergy man for haptism.

“ Misvionary. ¢ That does not come to the point.’

% Mr. toates. “Is it a reasonable thipg, that you shauld come
and re-huptize our negroes without permission ; and lead them to
think their foriner haptism will not stund ; thus confounding and ¥
misleading them in matters of religion U

% Missionary. * When T applied to the magistrates at quarter
sessfong, I did not conceal my principles. 1 applted as a baptist
musionary for a licence, and the licence was granted me under that
churacter.  The magistrates knew that, as a baptist, 1 considered
sprinkling to be no haptism, apd chriening to be no scriptural
ordinance 3 and that therefore 1 should baptize, -not re-baptize,—
such persons who apphed, and whose churacter was approved.’

“ Aly, Coales. *You re-baptized several last Sundasy, whom the
clergy man had previously baptized.’

% Mismonary. * 1 re-baptized none; for sprinkling is not baptism.’

“ Mr. Guthrie. * We had better not enter into any theological
dispute.’

"% My, Waif. ¢ What name do you give them, when you baptize
them agnin

“ Missionary. [ do not christen them, and gile them a name;
but baptize them on u profession of their fgith in Christ.’ ,

“ Mr. Watt. *1 know a clergyman (nerdioning his nagg.) who
would never haptizewny without the oudr’s pendission ; becanse
the luw would not allow him.’

© Missionary. * That is, because 1t was his opinion that the law
did not 8o allow ; and 1 baptize without permission, because 1 'am
not convinced that the’ law prohibits me from so doing 3 therefore,
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until the Liw be shown, it ¥ equally a matter of personal apinion in
both cases.' 4

% My, Watt, €It is not of mere opinion.'

® Missionury. ¢ Then <how we the law.” Tho sabjeet wos now
referred to the rev. viear, whose dictm would of course dewde
the pomt, and st all posable doubts at rest.  He imstantly stood
torward, anger fronning on his liow and flaghing from hw eves;
#hd, m mdignant tones of vowe, and with measured solemnity of
style, thus delivered himselt:

“ Rev, Viear, * Never, sinee [ came on the idand, have T ever
thought of baptizing a neare without the owner'’s permnission ; nor
have any other elerdymen of the estabbshed chmrch,’

“ Massionary. ““That 18 yew enstom ; but it 1 only custom, and
that wno luw.'

“Mr. Qoates. * Custom & Jaw.' »

“ Mussronary, 1 ventine to differ, and to affirin that custom 18

*not law.!

“ Afr. Cuates. * Custon s the law of the island.’

“ Mussann try. * Produce the Act of Assenbly which states, that
eastom 19 the luw of the sdand,

“ Mr, Coates. ¢ No puron ever attompted to baptize before, with-
it the owner'’s legvel

“ Mossionary, ¢ This is & mistgke, for all our preachers in
Ringston do w0, J can also ndduce caser 1 this parish to the same
point.  Mr, Gordon®s negroes had heen haptired nt Flamstoad with-
ont his permiseion being weked, and at a time when he opposcd ther
attendance upon relimons sorvices. This opposition: he mamtimed
for a considerable tima 3 but, v g afterwands comvineed that those
who had been haptized were his most onlerly and steady negioes,
he gave a full and weneral consent for them to attewd ?

“ Mr. Guthrie, * Mr. Gordon, the n, gave a geneval permission.’

¢ Misslonary, * Yes, sir; but that is ot the point to be established.
¥ affirm, and can'prove, that at a time when he even opposed therr
attendance on rchgioug ordinances, many of his negroww were
lmpum],mthmnt eonsuk.nghim.’

“ Mr, Contes®* But g buve no right, nr will the law allow
you, to baptire the negroes without pennission.’

“ Wmionary ¢1 am unxious that that engetment should he proa,
ductd, ua it is , my desire to act according to the law.

« Mr. Contes now called upem the clerk of the peace, and the

_gnior constahle, to show the Taw; ut it could not be found.
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“ Mpr, Guthrie. * Lot that matter remain for further investigation.
1n the mean time, Mr. Burchell will not baptize any person with-
out permpsion,”  °

“ Migsmonary. ¢ Bemg unxious to do nothing contrary to the Jaw,
Lam willmg to agree unt to haptize without perinission, uutil the
gulyt et shall have heen mvestigated,”

“Ar. Guthnwe. ¢ bt shall be mvestigated at the next vestry
wmeeting , but satill, you may a8 well comply with the rcquest, as o
owner woull deny you.”

“ 3. Coutes. * Indeed thoy would ; for I would.”

“ Mr. Grey. ¢ And so wouli 1.

% Wr, Coates, € Harve vou not, m your chureh, some negroes who
are preachers? B

= Musswonary, “ T hayve no one such.’

“ Mr, Coutes, * Then you have elders

“ Misswnary. <1 have no older.’

“ AMr, Coates. ¢ But you have sonie tefichers among you, who are’
authorzed to hold meetingr, and to m the proselytes.’

¢ Missionary, ‘1 have nothmg of the kind: nor is there any
mecting beld among the negroes who attund on niy minstry, to the
best of 1y hnowledge.  Having heard, some hme since, that there
were private meetings, T oalled together the percons who kept them,
and statid to them that L wopll not egnction then proceedings ;
and that, 1if they porsisted, T would separate them from the chureh.

3y, Contes. * But you bave nuthonzed teachersin your society,’

* Asienary. * 1 have none.

“ M. Caates, © Tsnot "Lom Powel, ealled Parson Chatley, one of
vomr peopls®  He has for years contmuoed to hold penching
meetings, and still does so.?

“ Mhrestonary. ¢ Tom Powel 1w nothing to me, nor to the socicty,
nor an | responsible fur his conduct.”

% A, Coates. * Tom Powel attends your chapel, and certainly s
one of your society ! '

¢ Misswonary. * He attends the chupel, heeause we can elose the
doors aguingt no one; but he has un, conacehion with ﬂp socicty.
e applied some tane siuce to bevorge a member, but [ rejected
him expressly on the grounds of holding these mectings.’

“Mr, Coates. * 18 not Jon. lsmey one of your society i*

* Missionary, ¢ Yob.' .

** Mr. Coatrs, ‘ Ho holds these moctings, and has done so for
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yours ; and has considerable influence gvor the minds of negroes, in‘
persuading them to atiend the chapel.’

“ Misvionary. ¢ 1 buolieve he did; but not since T prohihited him.’

“ Mr. Coates. * You seem to know nothing about it; but I can
know; and I know that he has, and not & week since.’ .

 Missionary. * I can do no more than [ have done.  If after all

* he still holds meelings, it is not with my knowledge or sanctions and
therefore he alone is responyible for his miseonduet.  Were I ¢ m-
vinced of the truth of the statement, 1 should adopt mensures
+ immediately.’

“ Mr. Coates. * Mr. Burchell, would you make an examplo of
ome against whom you could prove ity by expelling him fromn the
mciety !’ N

% Missionary, * Yes, ar.’

“ M8 Goates, * Then wehall eapeet yon will do so.'"

After a very lengthened colloguy, in which the ahave
and much more passed between the respective parties,
Mzr. Burchell, bidding the magistrates * good morning,”
retired to his home, supposing that all was now over,
excepting a further scrutiny of the island laws respect-
ing baptism, which was to take place at the next vesiury
meeting. 1lc was Bt, howover, to get off so casily.
On the following Monduy be was agnin called to appear
at the court-house ; and ax, in the first instance, he had
been found io be loss flexible than was anticipated in
the presence of five or six officialy, the beneh was now
crowded with from twenty to twenty-five.  Another
mode of treatment was also to be adopted, in reference
to the obnoxious nonconformist. The hope was
cherished that, if he could not be silenced by mero
magisterial authority, he might be thrown off his guard
and stung into vicicnee by insult and indignity. Tle
wus accordingly sunmoned. not by a Written document
from the clerk of thetpeace, but by the verbal message
of 'u common constable. .

“Thus (he gays in o letter to Mr. Dyer,) a slave would he ealled
4 appear before a court of magistrates ; but no Englishman, exeept
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a missionary, would be treated with a5 much eentempt. I made

my appeatance, however ; and after having been kept waiting for

some considerable time, T was ordered, thiough the same insulting
medium, to leave the court and to be within calling until sent for;

the gentlemen not having deigned to notice me, or to say whether

gr not my presence would be required. For two houts I was held

in suspeuse, walking to and fro abont the premises ; the object of
genetal ohservution'and remark to a gazing and not too coutteous

erowd. At length T was called to appear. My licence and other

papers were demanded, which 1 produced. On examining them,

they made the notable discoverythat my licence gave me no specific

authority to huptize, Several very offensive unactments were then

read, which they supposed must satisfy me. 1 was almost veady to .
think so_tno, but yet wished to know something more about them ;

ohserving at the same time, that if they were still in Dree, they

proved ‘teo much; for then their worships, and all other similar
caurts, were acting in violation of them, by liccnsing any person

whatever to preach.

“ Mr. Reynolds, * We license yon under the Toleration Act.?

« Missionary. ¢ You acknowledge, then, that the Toleration Act
cxtends ‘to thig island ; und, if so, these enactments of the House
of Assernbly are al] nugatory, But, 1 will sap further :—When
you read me those enactmentssof Ass%’)ly. you knew, according
to vour own adwmission, that the Toleration Act was of force here;
yet you must he aware, that these island laws and the Toleration
Act canmot be co-existent. I ask,thercfure, are these laws admitted
to be valid? If not, (and I venture to think this is the fact,) what
was your design in producing them?'

“} pertinucivusly ndhered to the first question, and would not
allow myself 10 be driven from it; when it transpired, that these

. colonin] laws had hecn pussed, and re-passed, in the House of
-Agsembly some yedirs back, but had been ;Ifmllqw:d"fn)' the g&wm-
ment at home; consequently, they were of no force. Finding
themselves boffled thus far, they adoptedpand’ promulgated from
the bench, an arbitrary decision thatel plould not baptize any
_ megroes without the ermissiop of the owners, When 1 attempted
%o point out the injuatice and illegulity. of such a procedure, they
would not allow me to proceed. 1 then inquired, whether this »o-
!'xibition extended to prodobaptist dissenters. The answar was, < No ;°
ifmemuch’ds their paode did not differ from that of the established
 church, ‘kiwda about to make some remarks on this part of ‘thei~
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condnct, when they seornfully refused to hear what 1 had to say,
and, instuntly rising, left the foom. In-short, hud I been a slave.
the meancst powsible form of existende in their estimation, T ¢onld
not have been treated with greater contumely and more de.;libe'mu.-
insult.”

The public journalists, animated by the same hostzle
spirit, came forward in support of the magistracy with
lengthy articles of calumny and abuse; and, from week
to week, poured out the vials of their wrath on the
devoted head of the so-called * schismatic.” ¢ Lef
the magistrates,” said one, “put down the evils of
sectarian cant, banish from our shores the baneful
pest, angl the countyy will again become morally
healthy.” Remove the cause, and the effeet will cease.
‘Allow no cvangelical preaching, and we shall fear no
further rebellions.” * 1In this undignified and cowardly
method of attack on a solitary and all but fricndless
individual, the Montego Bay Gazette acquired an un-
enviable no&oneh as might have been anticipated from
the conduct of its gditor on the magisterial beneh.
» Consecration of Barnet River, by Parson Burchell,”
was the title of an carly article, of a most irrilating
and inflammatory kind. Some of the colonists went
so far as to insinuatc, that the reason why the baptist
place of worship was so thronged by negroes, rather
than by others, was, that the preacher inculeated
doctrines flattering to their vices, or of an insurree-
tionary cbaracter ‘These reproaches would have been
suﬂimentl) pamful under any circumstances ; they were
now all the more dgmamng, not to say murderous, in

v -

* The writer, in’these last Wdords, referred to & rétent {nstanee of insab-
ordination among the ncgroes in the parish of Hanover. Hl: logie, boweyar,
appears to have been as in guential as his stat tof facts wis uxagge-
rate®; far at*this time, there was not a single * ewmgellcgl ” minister in that
district. The extire parish was under the sole influence of * high agd dry"
_churchmen ; #nd yet it was thore, vether than dlsswhere, yhere oth ermﬂum

orere in opuiunn, that the WM *“rebelllon ” took place. ; W
i . .
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consequence of what had lately oceurred- at Demerara,
and the malignity with which the martyr-missionary

Smith was pursued to a premature grave,
These several measures had their influence on the
congregation, which considerably diminished in num-
. Yers; and it was not altogethér without cause that
"Mr. Burchell began to apprehend the possibility oY
‘temporary failure. Amidst the violence of the storm,
however, he still had one source of consolation, one
ground of hope, left to him:—*My Redeemer lives,
whose arm is almighty, and who can bring to naught
every design of the adversary. My hope is therefore

in him,
4 Whose Jove, iu times past, forblde me to think
Ho'll leave me, at last, introuble to sink."”,

If harassed from without, he had also anxieties at
home. "Mrs. Burchell had scarcely known what health
was, from the time of her arrival on theeisland. This
aggravated his other sorrows and®trials. and led him
to say, ** The Lord doubtlessly knows what is best for
us; but it is sometimes very difficult, when all things
scem against us, to feel as well as to say, Thy will be
done!”

* While all was thus dark on the Bay, a gleum of light
checred him at Flamstcad. The congregation bad so
far increased, as to render it necessary to enlarge the
chapel to three times its formeér size, by taking in
anéther part of the house; the whgle measuring fifty
feet square. As yet, however, frgm ¢he doubtful piety
of many of the m@mbers of this mafive chirch, he had
not felt himself at liberty to administer to them the
_¢rdinance. of the Lord's supper; and, before he coukd
do"s0 conscicntiously, he deemed it necessary by
calitious and prudent means somewhat to ‘Winnow the
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chaff from the wheat. This proved a mue ditficult
enterpiise than he expected. At length, be determined
on sclecting such as walked worthy of the gospel, in
order to form them into a new chuich; and to 1eccive
others on application, after having obtained satisfuctory
information as to their conduct and character.

¢ Hete, however, he was not permitted to pursue his
holy and benevolent ealling without opposition.  The
spirit which prevailed in the town had diffused itself
through the adjucent country districts, and oblogny
scemed not wilikely to be suciceded by violenes.  In
writing to his filend Mr. Macfarlane, he therefore says,
“Let nfe then, my dear «ir, solicit an intaest in your
prayers; and, through you, let me alse request an
mterest in the prayers of my lethien ond fillow
Chiistians, amongst whom I was set apart to the woth
of the ministry. Cluistian friends, * pray for me ¢’
and, whilst you *sit undir youmr own vine and fig trec,
none dating te¢ make you aftaid. romember those who
are labowing amidet Many .l formidahle difficulties,
and are under thicats of bonds and imprisoument.
Pray that an eflectual door may be opened, and that
the influences of the almighty Spirit may be abundantly
pourcd out upon the servants of the Lord, and the
cungr gations of his people.  And, ahove all, pray that
the hearts of his cnemies may be turned, yea, copvarted
unto himscIf! "

While commending himself to the prayers ot his
brethren at home, and his cause to the care and
benediction of his giacions Master, he was not himself
inactive. Ile propoxed to respond to some of the
newspaper attacks: to give a statement of the magis-
trtes' proceedings, and of the .trcalment he had
reccived from them; and to discuss the legality of
_their entire conduct and policy. * From this, however,
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he was dissuaded by his friend Mr. Vaughan, who
promised to notige the subject himself, and urged him
to proceed to Kingston. To this courss he at once
made” up his mind, in order to consult with bhis
brethiren, and to take the opinion of the attorney-
general relative to the prohibition imposed by t%w
magistrates.

After a tedious passage by sea, he at length found
himself in the metropolis of the island. Here he had
a temporary home under the roof of his friend and
fcllow student, Mr. Tinson, now the Bouomed presi-
dent of the Calabar institution. From Mr Coultart
also, who had pussed through similarly tiying scones,
he met with ready and wormest sympathy, Mrg
Phillippoewas sent for from Spanish Town, and Mr.
Plallips from Annotta Bay; both wee personal
fricnds, and the latter had been a college companion.
Having all met, and carefully considered the circum-
stances in which the mission s placed, they first of
ull resolved to form then whurches into an association,
vn the principles of ®imilar institutions at home, and to
hold annual meetings for general husiness and religious
serviers at the different stations alternately ;—the first
to be held on the Monday in the Chiistmas week of
the current year at Kingston, when the ministers of
Anuotta Bay aund Mon{ego Bay were to preach, and Mr.
Coultart was to draw up a circular letter ;—the second
to be held at Montegzo Bay in the corrddponding week
of the year following. Their ngxt resolve was, to
apply to the attorncy-gencruleapl the chief justice
for information ®respecting the Toleration Act, the
power of the magistracy to refuse licences, and to
impose restrictions, &c. These queries were drawif up
by a counscller, whom the brothren employed, and
forwarded 1o the before-mentioned law officers, befor~
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Mr. Burchell returned home. They also determuned to
write to the society in Englund, and to urge a similar
application for information to the officers of the erown.
In a letter to his elder brother, in which he gives an
account of this his first ,visit to Kingston, and first
interview with hiy missionary brethren, he says,—

‘.‘lt will not do to be too tame under our dithenfties and tnals.
It 18 true, that, by oppoung imjurious and unyust mmpomtions, we
may subject ourselvid to further coutumely and Rercer pow cution,
but better endure this than mvolve our churches 1 nuoatrcabh
difficultics and posgble eatinction, and, by yieldimg too eastly, be
deemerd by our successors a hindranee 1 not o curse. . What would
disseuters have went i Linglund now, but tor the hrmauss of the
puritans anél noncontormstsan dit nee of thew nihts {1 hope we
ghail not prove ourvelves uuvnmln descendants and 1 prowntatises
of those good omd venczable min. 1 romember what He snd, who
18 now enthioned o honen, to s persccutmy judge i the hour of
s sorrows, € Thou hast no power at ally except it be gven thee
from aboit ’ He 1 not now uncbsary ant or manuudtul ol lus
servants m the day of their trouble.  Our opponems mas ra. ¢ aud
threaten; but “ [le who ».umh in the heavens shall luughi the
Lord shall h.n;. thens m densn w’ ",

Alive to the mterests of all (Lvssc 4, Mr. Burchell, on
his rcturn to Montcgo Bay, projected 2 plan for the
special benefit of wuch of the brown population as
attended on his mmstiy. s preaching had drawn
around him a considerable number of young porsons
of nquiring and comparatinely inteligent minds.
Desirous of cngaging their attention yet further, of
giving a right direction to their thinking, and of
promoting lofty coneptions of the clams which the
gospel advanced on the affections of their hearts and
the consecrated obedicwee of their live, he com ,
on Thursday the 1st of September, a course of lodhires
on the Evidences of Christianity. These were prepared
with considérable care ; and, under the divine blessing,
arere followed by favourable results, =
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About the ¢lose of the saie month, an event

oscurred of no small interest to him,—the birth of his
first child and ‘only son. -The"joy of the ocoasion,
however, ' was ‘severely chastened by mental anxiety
and anguish of spirit. The life’ of both mother and
infant was threatened, and for several days the medxegl
.attendants held out but little hope of preservation.
Wnting to Mr: Dyer, a fortnight afterwards, he thus
gﬂe expression to his sentiments and feelings :—

“It was truly painful to sce the dear little fellow suffer so
severely and so long. At length carc and medicine proved availing;
and, in answer to prayer, the Lord graciously restored him to us.
He is now doing wé Poor litile ot He has soorf began to
taste the bitterness of sorrow, and to prove the malignancy of the e
cvil of sin. My joys were mow revived, but only to receive a
greater shock, Symptoms of fever appeared in Mrs. Burchell,
which, for several days, baffled all skill, and at length extinguished
hope in all, The dear sufferer was seunsible of her danger, and
urged me to resign myself to the will of God. My feelings, on this
occanion, may be more easily conceived thun desdtibed. 1 felt my
case to be peculiarly trying,—sumounded by bitter foes, remote from
sympathizing friends, and on the point of losing one whom I held
most dear, Scarcely could 1 help saying with Jacob, ¢ All these
things are aguinst me* But I prayed the Lord to make me
submixive to his will, whatever it might be ; and he supported me.
O my dear sir, *tia in the near prospect of death, and in these hours
of distrese, that the truth and efficacy and valtue of religion are seen

.and felt. What besides can minister such consolation in times of
bitter sotrow !, What elsc can coutribute suth patience in affijction,
. and such rhsignatidn and poace in iew of the kingof terrors?”

., For¢ some coxmdemble time afterethis, hope and fear
continned altétnately to prevail.e §lch was the state
of extréie weakness to: which® Mrs. Burchell - was
 reduced,; that, during ‘five successive sabbaths, “the
"public vservices ‘at” the Bay had to be given up“in‘
\ conmqhencéof her not: being able-to endute the sound
*’@f ihﬂ' pmehb:"b voice: “/On her partial xéooveavy the
=2 ‘
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" was removed into the country, in the cherished expect-
ation of accelerating her convalescence. The process,
however, proved to he a very slow onc; and was
rendered all the more so from the difficulties which

_attended her husband's course, and impeded the
progruss of that cause which was supremely dear to
the heart of hoth  These difficulties, indeed, seemed
to augment in number, to spring up from quarters least
of all suspected, and to assume an  increasingly
formidable awpect, as time advanced ; so that the first
year of their mission life, which had ecommenced in
storms, and throughout had presented striking vieissi-
tudes, tckminated amidst clouds of gloom and ominous
shadows.
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CHAPTER IV.

M‘HWI.TIES - COLONYAL OPPOSITION — NARROW FSCAPE ~— VISITR
KINGSTON — BAPTISM — CHURCH FORMED AT FLAMSTFAD — DIs-
COVRAGEMENTS FROM HOME-- SUCCEHS-- JLLNESY—¥RESH OPKNINGS
—SAM AND HIB FIDDLE. .

THE year 1825 commenced daskly and inauspiciously.
Sourees of anxiety and discouragement existed in most,
quarters; and, look where he would, the missionary
found himsclf confronted with difficulty, 1 am now
entering,” said he, * on another year: and, what steps
1o take, what course to pursuc, I am at a loss to know,
for the farther I look forwards tho gloomicr apparently
is the prospect.”” To approvmte his difficultics, and
the consequent need in which he stood of divine
guidance and support, we must briefly glance at the
vircumstances in which he found himself placed. Over
some of these we would gladly draw a vail, did not
historical fidelity demand a passing reference to them.

Those who have been chiefly familiar with the more
prosperous condition of the baptist missions in Ja-
maica, within the last few years, can Wuve little ridea
of the obstacles of every kind wjth which the early
agents of the society had to cntend, at least in the
western part of the island. The ritual peculiarity by
which the denomination is distipguished, rendered Mr.
Burchell distasteful to Christian brethren who differed
from him; and they were not always careful to hold
their prejudiced in check. One of them, and himself
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a missionary, scrupled not to furnish the irritable
editor of the Montego Bay Gazette with the details
of the olden Munster tale, the odium of which was
sought to be attached to the baptists of the present
day$ and afterwards condescended to correct the entire
atticle for the press. Others practised on the ignorance
o' the negroes by representing them as the followers
of John the forerunner of our Lerd; that John and
Christ were the leaders of two distinct religious bodies:
that the baptists were disciples of the former, and the
pedobaptists of the latter: from which it was inferred
that the baptists were not Christians. * After preach-
ing at the Bay,” says Mr. Burchell, “ the following
,observation has been repeatedly made to me, by dif-
ferent persons and with no small degree of surprise :
¢ Why, massa, you preach fiom the Christian’s bible,
the same as the church of England and the methodist
ministers ; you tell us the same things, and preach
about the samp Christ, 1 heard you were o baptist !’
At first I attributed 'this fo the ignorunce of the
coloured people; but, in the end, had ample reason
to believe that it was fraceable to the representations
of persons who knew better.”

That the encmies of the cross should oppose cvan-
gelical cfforts was not to be wondered at, however
deeply to be regretted. The following extract fiom a
letter, dated the '18th of January, and addressed to
Mr. Dyer, wil] show that their opposition was system-
atic and formidable, in accordance with the suggestion
of a public print, t‘iat‘ “ since the magistrates will not
proceed so fat us cduld be wished, the colonists must
tuke the law into their own hands.”

“?(Opposdtion is not quite s clamotous @s it was, but T think
equally inveterate, Every effort is used to keep the nugroes from
the chiapels, and to erush the rising cause. It pometimes makes my
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heart nlmoat bleed, to huar their tales of distress and sufferings on
uccount of the gospel ; and when I think that the conditiou of the
poor people is rendéred, for the time, more irksome on my account,
1 am ready to fly from the scene ajtogether, On onme estate,
whem'e we had many coloured attendants, the superiors,having
fsflz-d by other and harsh means to keep them from the chapel,
npphed to tho curate to visit the property, and to preach on thosc
Sunday mornngs when § am at the Bay, This has pmvod a fore
effectual method of retaining them at home, as the oversecr hus
been careful to notive who were absent, and especially such as
were suspeeted of attending on my ministry. The consequence s,
that now, instead of seeing from fifty to cighty of them in onr
place of worship, anly three or four are able fu steal away from
home at a time, On another estate, I understand the overseer, ne
the lesser of two cvils, although himeglf a wicked, sw@aring man,
undertakes to read the church prayers, in order to prevent the
peaple fiom comng to the dusenting chapels.  Thus, where twenty
or thirty formerly attended, there are now two or three, and those
only oceasionally.

“On the Bay, the colonists adopt the following means. The
domentic slaves are sent up, on the Sunday, into the country, to
work in the ficld, where they are far enougl fromn all religions
“ervicos, arc worhed hard, and treafbd with severity, This is &
peeuhar hardship to such as are accustomed to the town and to
house labour, and is felt to be a far greater punishment than
flogging ; bat, indeed, it i the general prelude to flogging, as it is
known that they do not understand field lahour; yet they are
treated as though brought up to it, Jlence they are thtomened,
¢ If y~u do not leave off going to the chapel, I'll work you, or buat
vou, vut of your religion 1’ Some are kept away under the threat
of thirty-nine Tashen; and others are sent to the workhouse, which
is considered much worse thamflogping.

“There is ulso another method of oppositin udopted in the
country, which, if' perscvered in, must oyerate s an effectual bar
to the interests of the station at I'lamltemi It seemn the overseers
are 1struvted to apprebiend newroes who' attend %he serview there,
und serd them to the workhouse, under the pretext of suspecting
them to he mnuways; and 1 undersiand that negroes, found tmvah
ling the country without papers of permission from their ownen,
may be legally treated thus, This however is seldom done, as
ueyroes, on their' own days, travel all over the eountry withows,
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papers and without interruption; ranaways being gencrally detocted
with ease. Well, sir, two or threo Sundays since, a negro, (and o
superior one too, and consequently far enoughi from being a sus-
picious character,) on his retum homeward from the chapel, was
approhended by an overseer of an adjoining cstate, put into the
stocks for the day, and the day following sent to the workhouse as
* a runaway. His owner hearing of it, mmt for hiint on the Tuesday ;
bit,, a8 yet, 1 have not heard what he said to him. At sny rate,
this gives the owner or the overseer, as the case may be, an oppor-
tunity of punishing the negro thus apprehended, and of admonish-
ing the rest: it sapplics him with a powerful argument on the side
of opprossion, namely, that if they pomsist in poing o Flamstead
chapel, they will éxcite his dupleasure, and expose thénselves to
interception, disgrace, and trouble,  In the present instance, it will
most likely. atfect fifty negrges; besides which it will be held up as
a waming, and employed as an argument, by the uverseers on sur-
‘rounding properties.

% Thus, my dear sir, you see that both wind und tide conspire
against us in reforence to o country district; and that we niud foet
grateful if, in any measure, we can maintuin our position unti) their
violence 18 abated. And, in this reapect, I trust we can rejoice ; for
we know the ‘Rack’ on which we stand i immaveabile; and, though
we may be alarmed by the blackness of the temppuat, the fary of
the winds, and the tumult of the' waves, yet our foundation is
secure, These moeasuren, on the part of oppenenty, have vertanly
very much affected my (ongregation and prospeets; yet, not equal
to what my fears had led me to anticipate. I fact, 1 am not left
without encouragement, or without hope.”

‘While some of hir flock were thus carly called to
suffer for their attendance Q the means of grace, he
himself was of‘en exposed to the most imminent peril
in his periodical journcys to preach to them the word
of life, Whateveramprovement subsequent ycars may
have brought' to the § highways and4yways * of the
island, at this time he could never traverse the ten or
twelve miles between the Bay and Flamstead without
severe labour and much risk, He usually rode o’

Jhorseback, and his course luy over a mouritainous anl
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rugged distriet. The valleys in some instances were
little more than, ravines, and the hills rose precipitously
to a majestic altitude. The road often wound up and
down the face of these acclivities, sometimes dffording
the narrowcst and most precarious footing o the
traveller or his steed. On one occasion, while de-
scending one of the mounta.m passes, he narrowly
escaped destruclion, By comipg into contact with a
projecting ledge of rock, he wag suddenly thrown out
of his saddle ; and, almost before he had time to think
of what had occurred, he found himsclf hanging by
the mane of hiv horse, over a perpendicular precipice
of some three hundred fect. The slightest sbewilder-
ment on his parl, or of restiveness on that of the
animal, and he would have been dashed to pieces. »
Happily, his presence of mind did not forsake him, in
this frightful predicament; and the horse, as though
conscious of his master's peril, remained perfectly
quiet until he had recovered safe standing.

Amidst the anxictiese which harassed him in the
country, his closing references to the town are in a
atrain of cheerfulness, such as unlimited confidence in
the goodness and ullimate triumph of his cause alone
could inspire.

“Let me close with a few general observations, relative fo the
station on the Bay. And happy am I to say, that our little bark
still weathers the storm, with the standard of her King, ¢ the blood-
stained banner of the cvoss,” waving aloft in tho breeze. Not but
what she is furously tossed, and sadiys driven about, so that at
times we are all but lost, However, oqur S’J is dirccted to Him

“Who plants his footstep in tho sea,
And rides upon the atorm:*

And we trust -that, o long as sho is freighted with 80 valuable

a treasure us one immortal soul, she will be the object of his

composmonate remembrance, Yes, we indulge the hope that .
b )
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though we cannot at present discern him, he is stil] at the helm,
and wilt conduct us in safety to the baven of repose. Whilst, then,
discouragementy are alike many and great, we are not in despond-
ence, and there is mueh that elnims our gratitude,  The little bund
proves faithful ; their nwinber is increasing; sinnemn are seen
foreaking their iniquities, and heard crying for merey ; the gospel is
"still ¢ the power of God unto salvation  and the Spirit of tho Lord
is dil-mufficient to necomplish the mightiest of divine purposcs.”

That the torms of this paragraph were not merely
rhetorical, will appe.‘tr*rom the following corroborative
sentences, taken from a letter dated March 10th, and
addressed to his elder brother. T scarcely know what
to say concerning the mission here; everything at
present i# hard up-hill- work. . . . T had purposed to
baptize several persons last January: but on the
evening immediately preceding the day fixed on for
the administration of the holy ordinance, a gentleman
advised me to postpone the service, in consequence of
some unfavourable rumonrs which had roached him.
As some doubt wwas felt, whether the provisions of the
Toleration Act extend 1o this.wcolony, it became me to
be cautious; and accordingly I acted on the sugges-
tion. . . . I am now cndeavouring to obtain permission
from the owners; but, from the whites T mect with very
little encouragement 1 shall persevere in secking this;
and if, after all, T cannot succeed, 1 almost think I
shall act without permission, and hazard the com-
sequences. The congregation at the Bay still keeps up, 4
and after crop #me I expect some considepablo ineresse,
particularly if public fecling should be more favourable,
or ¢ven less hostile.¥

Undesired ‘and comtemned as thé presence and
services of Mr. Burchell were by the colonists, they led
to quickoned zcal and augmented effort on the part of
episcopalians. And if, on the one hand, these
Jncreased activities led to the diminwtion of his hearers,
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or fo the multiplication of his difficulties on the other,
they did not deprive him of a holy satisfaction, as ke
confemplated the bencfits which would acerue fo the
coloired population,—the objects of his warmest
solicitude.

* Un lesignedly, (he writes to his Iate venerable tutor, the Rev.
ir, Ryland,) T have been the occasion of an increase of work to
the curate; for, instead of his labours being confined to pwuchmg
once n week, he has now three or four estates in addition to’ sttend
to. The Rev. Mr. B——s, 4 clergyman sent oul by the bishop of
Londun, bas alse s1x or seven estates put under his care, from
which many negroes used to attend on my ministry, Iehave heard
he is an evangelical clergyman. T wus recently in hl!s company,
und was pleased with him.  1n the course of conversation, he told
me that the curste and himself had heen to hear me ; that he quit®
emicd me my congregation; that he had proposed to the rector
that service shiuld be held on the Sundny sfternoon af church,
rather thum the vstablishmont should lose s0 many people; and that
he would preach onte Sunday if the curate would another,~ if not,
he would preach every Sunday. bince then, atterncon service has
heen cstablished, The Rev. Mr. B——c has also four cstates
vommitted to hin care, from three of which multitudes formerly
frequented Flamstead @ others are pronnsed him, #o soon us he can
get vut assistance, With hum also T am personally acquainted, and
find him to be a very exccllent man, Iowever these efforts may
affect *ay congregutions, (and it is impossible it should be otherwise,)
1 wouul rejoice thot the guspel is preached to the poor creatures;
and, if no forther opposition be offered, 1 shall have no cuvse to
complain, for there is abundant room for three times tho present
number of ministerial lahaurers.”

L

From the comcurrence of thege and many other
unfavourable circumstances, thg Qhristmas weck had
passed over witHout the meeting being feld in Kings-
ton for forming an association, as had been pro-
posed in‘the,preceding autumn. It was subsequettly
arranged,, that the brethren should assemble there in
the Kaster weék; and Mr. Burchell determined on,
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sharing the solemnities and pleasures of the season.
On the former oceasion he had gone round by sea; the
uncerfainty of sailing vessels, however. of which he
had then sufficient proof, having spent a week in
benting up, mducetl him to resolve on performiny the
present journey by land. This was an undertaking of
cohsiderable magnitude, the distance being at least one
hundred and twenty miles, and the roand unknown to
him.® There being no public conveyance, he was
obliged to take his own vehicle; and, accompanied by
Mrs. Burchell, he accordingly commenced his tour
across the island in almost its entire length. Tvery
stage présented new wrenes of interest and beauty to
his gaze, and inspired his heart with thrilling wonder
and pleasure. During the last day's drive, he was
perplexed by divemging ronds and the absence of signal
posts. In one imstance he was completely brought to
a stand, when a negro opportunely came up. © Friend,”
said he, * whichds the way to Kingston ¥ Dat, massa,”
replied the coloured 1nan, as he puinted to one of the
several lines. at the same time setting back a gatc
which opened on it While thus (ngaged, the traveller
observed a jocund smile playing on the joan's
countenance : and, suspecting whether all ﬁig}n.
inquired what may be the occasion of hie ment.
“Him gone dat way, massa,” was the rejginder. as
with irrepressible laughter he pomted in the oppodite
direction, * Who is gone that way>" 4 Busha, mussa,
and him gone like mad!" he repligd, with renowed
bursts of glee. Mn ﬁnrcheu now pemnvcd that the
negro had sint a ‘previous travelld in the wrong
direction, and anked why he himsclf should be more
favoured. “ Because you are massa missionury' « How
do you know%hat?” *“You say, friend! Busha ﬂy“"
& 7a%cal ! which is tho way to Kingston ? tell me in a
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minute, or I'll flog you. I say, dat. And him gone,
massa; gone miles before now ; him gone like mad !”
He now htcmlly danced and roared with laughter, as
he thonght of the trick he had played buckra man, in
réquital of his harsh address; and the last words the
missionary conld distingnish as he drove on, were,*
* Him gone like mad !

Arrived at the end of his journey, he received a
cordial welecome from his brethren; with whom, for
sev oral days, he enjoyed much Christian communion.
Giving an account of the season {o Mr. Dyer, he states,
“ We had a very interesting meeting. In consequence
of the circumstances of the ,mission, we? had no
preaching service, as was intended; but a series of
prayer meetings instead. On Monday, April 4th, at
brother Tinson’s chapel in Hanover Street; on Tues-
day evoning, at Port Royal; and, on Wednesday
evening, we beld one among ourselves: and, truly, it
was good to be there.  But, as all oyr pleasures are
morc ot less mingled with sorrow and regret, 80 it was
now, arising from the alarming illness of brother
Phillips. However, we besought the Lord for him,
and I trust he heard our cry.”

In harmony with the devetional character of the
meetmgs held in Kingston, are the following remarks,
on his rcturr home, addressed to the same party; the
sentiments of which are 8o just and important, that, as
they will never go out of date, so they ean séarcely be
repeated too often.

%1 am not withagt hope, that the eogm‘. of Christ is going on here
more encouragingly ; and that, notwithstunding every effort against
us, we shall be brought through more than conquerors. 1 do mot
think there ig an incrbase of friendly feeling, but perhaps a de@rease
of what is hostile; so that | sometimes fancy that the storm is
abating, the clouds arc scattering, and that the dawn of a more ,
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peaceful and cheoring day is breaking, My dear sir, Jet me entreat
an interest in your prayers. I need myself, and the mismon here
nieeds, an interest in the prayers of all the frionds of missions, the
friends of Christ. I have bad, and yet have, many difficultics;
but, J may quote the apostle’s language as applicable to my own
case,—* persecuted, but not forsnken { cast down, but not destroyed.'

* Indecd, the principul effect resulting from the oppositon we have
hau to sustnin, has been a prevention of incrense for the time, and
the thorough mifting of those who have connected themselves with
us. Meanwhile it has made e doubly cautious, to think twice
before I speak once, and to look thnce before I take a single step,
With the abatement of opposition, my congregation has again
begun to unprove ; every Sunday fresh parties come to us, saying,
¢ We will go with you, for we pereeive that the Lord is with you,’
I have the prospect of sill further incrense, as o considerable spirit
of hearing scems to huve been exaited. O that the Spirit of God
“nay descend, and hrcathe upon us the breath of life, then ¢ these
dry bones shall live,”  Our sails are again set, and we are anaiously
looking for some heavenly brevie to speed our way,  Pray for us!
01 pray for us! My dear sir, T somctimes fear we look for
trimnph too soon. We wish to reoied, when putting on the
armour, as those who are taking it off are alone justiied in doing.
What wo nced then, ix more '«-m-n'c-«ti wmore united, more persevenng
¢ wrestling with God * Oh ! if Christiuns ut home could be engaged
for a little only iu missions abrond, they would not merely admit,
tut feel the necessity of mcrvusing prayer.”

A few days after penning these lines, Mr. Burchell
ventured on the administration of the ordinance of
belicvers’ baptism. That he might avoid any un.
necessary re.awakening of prejudices, among the
residents on the Bay, he retired into {he mountain
regions of his country station,

The state of affaics gt Flamstead, cspecially among
the people who had' leng been under' the ministry of
Mr. Baker, the coloured preacher, (a very worthy, but,
fromy circumstances, an illiterate and superstitions man,)
had been -alike harassing and discouraging; so much
.80, that Mr. Burcheil had refased to recognize them as
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a Christian church. Mr. Baker however had now
retired from the scene; and his successor set himaelf
vigorously to correct the numerous evils which pre-
vaildd. This he found to be no easy task ; demanding
all the energy, patience, and wisdom he could com-
mand. “Oh! my dear brother,” he writes, © the pre-
judices, — the obstinate, headstrong prejudices Bf
ignorance, who can describe them? *Line upon line,
and precept upon precept,’ must be a thousand times
repeated, before we get an inch in advance. O that
they did but hold the truth as tenaciously as they do
error! But this latter is always more congenial to the
corrupt nature of man than the Jormer. May God, in
his infinite mercy, come and order his own cause!”
Judiciour treatment and sound scriptural instruction
were not, however, without their influence. Under the
divine blessing, they gradually superinduced a more
favourable condition of things; and, at length, Mr.
Burchell felt himsclfy justified in consiyucting a new
church out of the bettpr materials of the former
society, in combination with new converts, the fruits
of his own ministry. The event is thus announced in
a letter {0 the secretary.

“Last Sunday, Jutie 26, 1 baptized mixty four persons, on a
professon of their faith in Jesus Christ— others are waiting to
follow their example. Afterwards ] formed the membem at
Crocked S8pring, into a Chrishan church, and administered the
Lord's supper to them for the first time sinda T hove been hore, Ii
was an uffecting senson. Many were in tears the whole of the time;
and, et the concluaion of the solemnity, e@xeral anxjously inquired
when J would repogt it, hoping it nfight be ateno very distant
leiOd.” L]

The events, of this day rendered it, not only desirable,
but necessary, for him to give greater attention and a
larger amount bf services to this out.station fhan he
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had hitherto done; and, with the concurrence of hix
excellent friend and gonerous patron, the Ilon. S.
Vaughen, who resided in the loculity, he detemuuod
{o preach there twice instead of once every aMeinate
Lord’s day. Gratifying as such an arrangement was
to the party who would reap the advantuge of it, it was
not free from serious objection as it regarded the fricnds
at the Bay. These were rapidly multiplying in number,
cvery month witnessing o considerable augmnentation
of them. Mr., Burchell's ministry was beginning to
tell upon the public; and the hearts of many were
affected by the truth he proclaimed, It way with no
small régret, therefowe, that he contemplated the re-
striction instead of the enlargement of his lubours in
a town of so much importauce. Yet there was no
alternative. Tle was destitute of a coadjutor, who
might supply his lack of servicevin any vase; and the
place of worship on the Bay hud consequemly to be
closed every ather werk.  This led him to press upon
the committee at home what, with a  view {0 the
formation of day and Sunday schools, he had already
mentioned in scveral iceent letters, the inerease of
agency. Writing to Mr. Dyer, he snys, * Let me,
then, my dear sir, now urge what I have alicady
requested,—additional hcdp.  Send out, at once, two
more missionaries at least. Do not think that you will
not be able to find them. I cannot suppose that the
“Lord of thetharvest’ has opened so wide a field to
allow it, after all, to be abandoned to neglect. 1 can.
not helieve that “ae has cxcited so strong a desire
for rehglous instruction, to doom # to dmappomt.
ment.

Notwithstanding all the disadvantages of less frequent
services, the congregation still continyed 1o multiply.
The place whick had been fitted up for worship was so
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crowded, as to render the heat excessive. This began
to operate injuripusly pn the preacher's health; at
every service he fook fresh cold; and the middle of
the wéek often passed before he recovered from the
effects of his Lord's day's labours. Yet, while thus

suffering from the amount of unaided toils in whlch '

he was alrcady engaged, he longed to enlarge s
sphere of action. His bosom glowed with zeal for
the Saviour’s honour, and compassion for the souls
of men. “Here is Falmouth to windward,” he writer
to hi¢ brother, “and Lucea to leeward of me, both
crying in my cars, * Come over and help us!’ What
can I do? Tt distresses me thet I cannot move. I
have also the prospect of an interesting opening in
Westmoreland, which would introduce the gospel to
Savanna-la-Mar, Still, T cannot move.” A few days
after he had penned these words, some of the Falmouth
fricnds called upon him, and entreated that, if he could
not visit them himsclf, he would obtuinea preacher for
them. “Do massa! do massa, let us carry home one
word good ! were the terms of their artless but touch-
ing appeal; and when he promised them he would
try to do his best, they wept for joy. Under this
pressure of spirit, he again addressed himself to the
secretary :——

T would be satisfied to live 1 a hovel, and to fecd upon yams
and breud, vather than be deniod additional missinaries; for there
in every prospect of their succeoding, and going the greatest good.

My dear giv, God is for us ; he is opening‘a uda and effectual door.’
Sond out missioparies! He will take cage ®f then? when here, snd
will ensble you to supply them with bread sud cheese. Urgent a8
T am, however, § would say with Mr. Judson, ¢ Use the greatest
caution, QOne wrong Headed, conscientiously obstinate man, would
ruinus.  Humble, quiet, persevering men ; men of sound, sterling
talents, and of tlécentmcompluhmmm ; men of an amiable, yielding
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temper, willing to take the Jowaat place, to be the least of all and
the scrvant of all ; men who enjdy much “closot, religion, who live
near to God, and ure willing to waff€¢ all thmgs for Christ's sake,
without being proud of it; these are the men we need.*” ™

Forcible as these appeals ‘were, the committee were
not prepared to respond to them. Accustomed to the
slower progress of things in the east, and muking no
allowance for the circumstantial differences in the two
cases, they wcre disposed to regard Mr. Burchell's
statements as the warmly tinted representations of u
sanguine mind. They appreciated not, as yet. the
gencrows aspirations and large views of their devoted
agent. *He had entefed on his work in the spirit of an
apostle, with the prophetic prayer of the vencrable
Saffery cver ringing in his ears, and was for taking
early possession of the  high places ™ of the field, and
thus establishing, with the least possible delay, the
supremacy of his gracious Lourd and Saviour in the
midst of the ntany coloured population of this beautiful
island of the west. They,' on the contrary, thought
rather of quietly fulfilling the engagements into which
they had entered with the benevolent proprietors of
Flamstead; and, if any thing could be additionally
effccted at the same time, but in a manner equally
quiet, well and good. Accordingly, letter after letter
written, under their instruction, by the secretary, went
to the repression rather than the encouragement of his
zeal; and th& prospect of assistance held out was so
indefinitely remote as to fill his mind with anguish,
proportionably kct to the ardour v.:f his fondly, but,
as it now appeared vainly cherishod hopes. These
things ipduced him, for the time, to listen more favour-
abliy than he otherwise would have done, to flattering

* Accogut of Ameriosn Baptiet Mission (o the Burmas Baplre, p. 74
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proposals reccived from-some influential porties in the
States of Amctica. The pastorship of a large and
flourishing church and a professorial appointment in
one of the colleges, had been submitted to his choice ;
and, if considerations of mental quietude and pecuniary
advantage had been held by him of great moment, the '
Baptist Mission would have now lost one of its mdst
energotic and successful lubourcrs. But his heart had
been, from the first, set on missionary engagcments ;
and the tokens of divine acceptance and approval which
he had hitherto enjoyed, held him true to his original
purpose. A

Amidst all dncouragemcnls, thorefore, he stall main-
tained an onward course. Not only did he not,
intermit his activities; but, having already enlarged
his place of worship once, to mect the claims of his
growing congregetion, h¢ announced to the secretary
an equally urgent necessity for a sccond enlargement.
Hence he thus writes under the following dates :~—

“ July 17, 1826.

*“To-day we knew not where to put the congregution in attend-
ance. Many went away for want of even standing reom. Thus I
expect it will continue, until crop-timo arnves, when 1 hope to be
authorised to prepare more ample accownmodation. If, however,
the whole house were a chapel, there wonld not be a spot of ground
unoccupied ; but 1 can make no further alterations of any import-
ance, unless the premises are purchased, Agamst this there lies an
olyection, and that a consderable one, namely, the heat. This is
really mtolerable ; and is felt to be so, no} only by the white, but
wlso by the eplowred people,

“ dugrat 4th. Last Sunday tho nﬂmndnnce %t the Bay was
groater than I have over scenit. At lenst three hundred persons
were unahle to get into the room; these 1 Wis obliged to stow away
#s best 1 could: in odr sitting room, bed-room, room under®the
chapel, &e.; but, after all, many had to leave. 1 calculated that
there were preagut, from eight hundred wad fifty to nine hundred
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persong, if not more, Frotn six o’clock in the morning, to the same
hour in the evening I had not more than exghty munutes allowed
me for breakfast, changing my clothes, dinner, and jetirement. 1

was thoroughly exhausted, as you may well suppops,”

On the 28th of the same month, the crowded state
o the premiscs involved both preacher and people in
the utmost peril. Unadapted to sustain so immcense a
weight, the floor began to give way: and would in-
evitably have sunk down, had not the people, alarmed
by the first sounds of the breaking timbers, hunied
into the streets. *What must be done? (says Mr.
Burchell, addressing Fimself to the committee ) T can
safely assert, that had the chapel been more than
dounble its present size, the congregation of last Sunday
would have abundantly filled it. Our next service day
is the appointed time for celebrating the Lord’s supper,
when the attendance is always greater than on ordinary
occasions. Most <incerely do T wish that our Christian
friend« in England could witness our intercsting and
crowded mectings; it would produce much greater
effect than anything ¥ can say. In such a case, I am
fully confident of three things:—1. They would be so
rejoiced, that they would call upon their soul, and upon
all arnund, to bless God for the succesa with which he
has ecrowned their efforts; and resolve to devote them-
selves with rdnewed zeal to the great cause. 2. They
would be immediately convinced, from the appearance
of the people, of their absolute inability to provide
themselves with acuitable place for worship.  And, 3.
They would ihstantfy wesolve that a huuse be provided,
sufficiently large tp accommodate the anxious crowd ;
warild contribute their utmost themsclveg; and would
cxert their influence among their fricnds to raise the
requisite sum.” This communication’ awakened con-
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cern; and Jed them to promise assistance to a certain
extent, out of the general funds of the society ; and to
invite the eo-operation of generous friends, by means
of special cuntributions.

‘Concurrent with theses enlarged numbers in attend-

ance on the services of the sanctuary, were the '

triumphs of divine merey in the salvation of mal.
The testimony borne by the preacher to the truth of
Christ, was accompanied by a blessing, and led to the
most delightful results. With grateful Joy he records,
in a letter to hig brother,—

“ Nat only the congregations, hut the churches also me rease. Un
Sunday, the 18th of September, I baplmd al Crooked Spring,
wixty nine persons on o profession of the Christian fwith; and last
Sundhy, October 3rd, 1 huptized asty-one, On cach oceasion some
of these partivs were from Trelawney, and others from the neigh-
bourhood of the Bay. At the lutter place, our sacramental seasons
are now truly debghtful. Instead of twelve comununicants, as at
first, there are two hundred or more. 1n the countenances of many
you may rcad deep seriousncss and rea? pleasure ;--now sorrowful,
as 1 speak of the unfaithfulnes? of some, and the unworthiness of
all; and now gladdened, as 1 endeavour 1o set forth the heights and
depths of the love of Christ.  As I point them to the gymbols of
nr sufferings and deuth, and remind them of the wounding of his
sacred body, und the shedding of his precious blood, you may see
their feelmgs in the hig tear that rolls down thewr swarthy checks.
And then, too, us I lead off' the sacred song, * When I survey the
wondrous ¢ross,” they spem to emulate the ardour of the poet,

‘ Fain would I sound it ont 8o lond,
That ourth and heaven might hear

I love these seusons.  Often can I say mtll‘gmth

! My wiiling roul wwld ‘uy
In such a frame as this ;
And sit aund sing horself avny,
Tp evorlasting bliss.”

1 should grently defight to ceigbrate the dying love of 'Christ every’
sabbath of my fife.”

é
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1 feel sirongly attached to the people, and to the Bay church
in particular, masmuch as the Lord has made mo the honoured
instrument of gathering them together ; and they appear to poswcss
the greatest affection for me, sometimes manifusting more than [ am
able to bear. 'This delightful warmth of fecling is increasing on
both sides. At Crooked Spring, I tfust a brighter ddy 1 dawning.
An improved spirit is exhibitcd hy the people, and 1 begin to
enttertain motre pleasing hopus concerning them. The chupel there
iy crowded, although douhle the size it was when I first preached in
it. On Sunday lust, many had to stand outside, not being able to
thrust themselves within the walls. Just before commencing the
service of that day, I reccived a letter from one of the most respect-
able magistrates in the parish, with a £10 note enclosed, which he
kindly promised to rencw aunually. He also announced bLis in-
tention of ‘pecoming & states! hearer at Crovked Spring,and of doing
all he can Lo promote the religious instruction of the negroes under

“his care as in attorney. These, he says, are atrongly agtuched teo
me; their bebaviour and morals haying much iniproved, smee they
bogan to attend on my ministry. Mr. (. was one of the magistrates
who summoned me before the court last year; but he then acted
the part of a mediator, and sometimes even of an advocate, I now
consitler that T haye three of the most intellectual and best mformed
of the magistrates, us decidéd friends; besides others, who probably
possess equal influence, but are nat their fellows n talents and
stability. IHowever, my only hope is in the Lord. He has been
my refuge and stay in adversity, and, I trust, will ever continue to
be s0.

‘Il Ho 18 mine, then present things, ‘
And thinge to come, are mine.’

1 feel with the apostle, * If God be for us, who can ho ngainst us '

Gratifying %s the above-mentioned accessions were,
and constituting as they did the seals of his ministry,
they awakened theeznvy of one who sustained the same
office with himself, rnd who ought rather to have
sympathized in his joys. This gontleman was pleased
td énsinuate, by way of disparagement, that Mr. Bur-
chell did not preach Christ. In reply he says, in & °

. letter to Mr. Dyer, « God is my witness, that Christ is
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the soul and body of my miniyiry. A prosperous
Christian church refutes the slander, and I refer the

utterer of it to tho final Judge. What but the attrac-
tions of* the cross have won so many souls, and drawn
them to the paths of holiness? What other preaching,
but salvation through Christ, would have been so
signally owned by the Almighty Spirit?” And
then, as illustrative of the care which he exercised in
regard to candidates for Christian ordinances and
privileges, it is added,—* Those whom I baptize, I
examine as carcfully as I can. When they propose
themselves, I first of all send them to four or five of
the members in whom I can put the greategt con-
fidence, in order that they may converse with them,
aftd inquire concerning them. Then I examine them
mysclf, and call for the testimony of the members who
have spoken with them, together with the additional
testimony of such Christians as reside on the same
property. On these occasions, tog, I endaaveur to give
them correct hotions of the importance of the profession
they wish to make, and of what will be expected from
them; at the same time, carcfully rectifying the errors
and prejudices they may be found to catertain respect-
ing the rites or doctrines of the New Testament.”

In the all-wise providence of our Heavenly Father,
mercies and trials alternate in the cxperience of his
people, during the sojourn of this life. In accordance
with this general arrangement, the minister?al successes
of Mr. Burchell were followed by a sgvere illness which
brought him to the verge of the grage. In the prose-
cution of his duties? he had to perfoym frequent journeys,
involving a great amount of labour. On one of these
occasions, he was ohliged to walk up a long and steep
hill, in consequence of his horse having fallen ill on
the road. He fook 3 severe cold, which was exasperated’
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by being overtaken with heavy rain a few days after-
wards. Unfavourable symptoms apecnred, and he was
confined to his bed. The medical attendant, fearing
inflammation of the lungs, bled him copiously. * Fever
soon set in, and continued to increase in intensity for
nine days. Convulsions supervened, the usual pe-
dursors, in such cascs, of spcedy dissolution; and hfc
seemed on the poing of expiry. However, *a wise and
tender parent, who is ever mindful of his childien,
mercifully interposed.” Salivation was developed ; and
in the course of a day or two, the doctor pronounced
him out of danger. * During my sickness,” he after-
wards wrote to his bither, ¢ the affectionate solicitude
manifested by the poor negroes almost exeeeded belief.
On the Sunday, i the course of which the fever left
me, they met together, to wrestle with God on my
behalf, in every direction on the Bay; and on almost
every estate in this parish, as also on several in
Trelawney. ¥ think 1 may say, thousands of praycrs
were offered up for me; -and the Lord heard, and
saved me.” Scveral wecks, however, elapsed ere he
was able to resume his ministry. Tis constitution had
received a shoch from which it was slow to recover;
and, for a long tinc a cough hung about him, renewing
those indications of a consumptive tendency which had
appeared during the preceding winter.

On the 4th of December he appeared in his pulpit
again, to the great gratification of his anaious and
warmly attached pgople. The services of the morning
were full of interggt,,and were sustained by him with-
out ineonvénience. o He accordingly ventured on a
second service, in the afternoon; but, prior to its
termination, fhe weather had updergone a severe
change ; & bleak wind sprung up, and he took fresh
told. On leaving the chapel, he retired to his bed,
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with a pulse above ninety. Fever again returned;
and, under the promptings of fear, the medical gentle-
man adopted remfedies scarcely less violent or hazardous
than the disease itsclf; administering, in the course of
. few hours, about eighty grains of calomel, The °
mouth and tongue of the sufferer became so swollen,-
that for scveral days he had the utmost difficulty®in
swallowing a few drops of water; and a fortnight had
passed before he could articulate a word so as to be
undcistood. So soon as he was able to resume his
pen, he renewed his appeal to the committee through
the medium of the secrctury : —

“Send me help as soon ar pnmibl(.,. 1 can truly By that, in
the immediate proupect of death, my only anxicty was for the poors
peaple.  Should the Lord see fit to take me from them, before any
one else arrives, the most painful consequences way he anticipated.
The eauxe 1s in 1ts nfancy 3 and, in the absence of education, igno-
rance ss necessarily and distressingly prevalent among the coloured
population, who require as much care as o e cluld just beginning
to walh.  To maintnin peace and order, the greatest firmness, ten-
derness, and affection, must W® cxercised by the (hristian pastor;
hut, what is most of all necessary is, the almighty influence of the
Spirit of peace and truth. 1 hope we experience this in some
measure 3 8o that, while increasing in numbers, we have unity and
brotherly love among owselves, The Lord, I trust, is dwelling
amongst us.” v

e writer was unable to finish his lotter, from
debilily.  An intermittent ensued, of an obstinate and
distressing nature. On the failure of sther remedial
measures, the medical man administered solution of
arscnic, which brought on the ’mt frightful attacks
of spasm, and all but proved faﬁl. ‘When sufficiently
convalescent, his friend, Mr. Vaughan, uhited with the
members of the medical profession in agvising an jm-
mediate retreat from the island, in order to.recruit his .
comstitutional vigour. While, in accordance with this

¥
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counsel, ho was negotiating with an American captain
a tip to the continent of the new world, where he
proposed to scrve his people by collecting funds for
the enlargement of their place of worship, the Garland
Grove entered the Bay. Capt, Pengelly went on shore
* the same cvening, and invited the invalid to try the
effoct of a temporary residence on board his vessel.
But too glad to adopt any course whicth would onable
him to continue dmong his flock, until a wuccessor
should arrive out to care for their interests in his
absence, he at once accepied the proffered kindness,
and derived from it considerable advantage.

A littie prior to this, Mr. Vaughan had purchased
an estate in the parish of Westmoreland. Having
witnessed, on his other properties. the advantages of
guch a ministry as Mr. Burchell's, he made a propasal
through him to the socicty, for the settlement of u
missionary in this new district. To facilitate the ac-
eomplishment Hf this, he authorised him to make au
offer of premises, situated on ghe estate, for o sun aot
equal to one third of their original cost; designing to
add, as a free gift, twenty acres of land adjoining,
The adoption of this generous offer was urged on the
committec, from considerations worthy of the devoted
missionary, evar intent on serving the highest intgrests
of his fellow men. % The station,” say« he, iiwry
important, as it will open the way for the introduction
of the gospel nto two parishes, al present very destitute
and dark; viz. Ianover and Westmoreland. It is
situated ahout iwe miles distant from the two parish
towns, Lucel and Savanna-la-Mar ;v and lies in the
centre of about five thousand negroes, all living within
a distance of fpur miles. The two parishes contain not
less than forty-cight thousand; and not a missionary
can be heard of, amongst the whole of*thia popnlation.”
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But,while pleading for the occupancy of this new
and unexpected opening, he did not forget the claims
of Falmouth, where there were already some hundreds
of persons attuched to the denomination of which he
was a minister. Long since had their destitution
awakened a powerful interest in his heart; and this
they kept alive by sending a monthly deputatﬁm,
begging him to write home for a missionary. Well
does the biographer rccollect hearing him state the
following facts, on his visit to this country soon after.
The members of one of these deputations having
arrived at his house, at the very time he was preparing
letters for the packet, they clasped their hinds, and,
dropping on their knces, addressed him thus'in the
most impassioned tones, ¢ Write hard, massa! Write
hard ux, massa!” On another oceasion, after long and
bitter disappointnent, one of them, a free man and
possessed of a little property, plaintively said, “ Come
yoursclf, massa.” *1 canmot,’ was the reply. “Tt
shall be no expense to you, massa.” I did not refer
to expense, my friend; I cannot preach to my own
people with sufficient frequency. But, what did you
mean by saying, it should be no cxpense?™ I haye
u housc, massa, worth £300 or £400, gained by the
saviggs of my past life; and 1 will sell it to support
the cause.” Who can wonder at the persistiveness
with which thg missionary continued, mounth after
month, to *write bard?” or at the pcﬁgnancy of his
regret, in writing so ofien aud so Jong in vain?

On Lord's day, February 6th, 1896, he again ventured

to preach at Crloked Spring; wnd, on that day week,
he preached once and administered the Lord’s supper
at the Bay. , Although he went through these serwices
without being conscious, at the time, of ahy injurious
eﬁ‘ecf., a few days sufficed to bring a return of fever ,

¥ 2
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and spasme, accompanied with & harassing cough and
excessive debility. This was & death-blow to his hopes
of longer continuance at his post with impunity. Ac-
cordingly he wrote, on the 1st of March, to apprise
the committee : ~— .

1t is but too prohahle my shattered heslth will demand a retum
to England. In the meantime, let me beg and enticat you to send
out another missionary wmmediately, that the people may not he
left destitute.  Much apparent ewil has nlrendy resulted from mv
lengthened 1llness.  Many of the ¢olonists are again very active 1n
their oppusijon. Having taken every advantage of my scclusion
and incapabiity of action, they will not fail to do so of mv
ahsence. ]h-ut ussured, however, of one thing, 1 will not return it
1 ean prudenﬂy avod it.  If T remamn here, (and I shall Jdo so, it
"possible, as I fecl my soul mterested in the weltare of the chureh
and poople, and that at piesent they need every encouragement
and support,) I hope you will instinet me by what means 1 rway
raise the funds reqaisite for the puchase of prennses at the Doy ;
a8 also for the erection of a new chapel at the country station,
which hegins to heétmuch too interesting to be overloohed.”

The opposition thus desciibed, as having become
more active, had never slumbered from the beginning.
Although eircumstances occasionally imposed on it
temporary restraint, it never allowed a favourable
opportunity to pass withdut wreaking vengeance on
its innocent and defenceless victims. The resulys it
wrought, however, were not unfrequently the very
reverse of its intentions ;  the counsels of the froward
were carried headlong,” in accordance with an obvions
principle of divine administration. Of this the follow-
ing is o striking ill§ tretion. )

Sam was a servant fu a gentleman’s' family. Though
a slave, he had a comfortable situation, and litile to de
exdept to wait upon his master. He excelled inf the
use of the violin, of which he was passmnatcly fond ;
and, as might be expected, his services were in fro.
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quent requieition at the merry-makings of the negroes
and the balls of the Europeans. In the coutse of
divine Providence, however, hé¢ was led to listen to
the word of life, as proclaimed by the despised mis-
cionary. It reached hi# heart; he beheld the import-
ance and excellence of religion in a light in whlch he’
had never seen it before ; *he embraced the gospel, and
became a decided Christian. Fearing lest his musical
instrument, which had hitherto been his delight, might
now prove a snare, he broke it; for he thought that, if
he sold it, he might be tempted to buy another with
the money. Onc day his master told him that he
would soop be wanted to pliy his part ws usual,
‘Without any attempt at conccalment, he replieds
“ Fiddle broke, massa.” * I{ must be mended, Sam.”
“ Broke all 1o picces, mussa.”  * Well, we must get a
new one, Sam.” “ Me tink dat no good, massa; be
soon broke.” The master began to syspect that this
destruction of * fiddles " must, have sdmething to do
with 1cligion; and therefore added in an altered tone
and with a lowering countenance, - I hope you do
not go to pray, and go after those mad-headed folks,
Sam.” *To tell de truth, me gone, massa.” He was
now threatcned with punishment, and told that he
should be flogged. With firmness he replied, ** Dat
no gooud, masea; whip no flogge de word out.” He
was informed that he should leave his present easy
situation, and be sent to work oun the plantation. But
he had counted the cost, and remained imnioveable ; so
that his owner's threat was putdnd execution.
Dismissed frofa his place in the family, to toil in &

field of labour under astropical sun, he felt somewhat
dejeoted at first ; but soon perceived that an oppottu.
nity for doing important good was st befare him. "In.
his situation in town, he had mingled with a few
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domestics ; now he was in the midst of throe hundred
slaves. He began, therefote, to tell.them about his
great and gracious Saviour; and to invite them to go
and hear his minister. Many of them yielded fo his
invitations; and, in a little while, of these three hun«
dred, about one hundred and fifty became regular
hearers of the everlasting gospel, His master heard
of this, and felt still moro incensed. Having called
for him, he addressed him with severity :—* How dare
you trouble my negroes? I will have no praying
negroes.” “Me no tink they be troubled, massa;
they do pot seem much troubled, massa. Do they
work muth worse, or are they more saucy, massa ?”
* That is nothing 1o you; how dare you trouble my
negroes ?" ¢« To tell do truth, massa, me tink dat de
bread dat is good for my soul, is good for brother
neger; and me tink dut if it be a good ting for me to
escape hell, it is good for brother neger; and if heaven
is a good place’ for me, it is good for brother neger:
and me pray, and me pray fot my rich magsa, and me
tink dat if my rich massa would once go and hear de
missiondry, he would always go afterwards.” This
was too much for the master’s patience; he called the
negro ‘’parson Sam,” banged the door, and sent him
away. The poor Christian departed with a swolling
heart, thankful to God that he had escaped with no-
thing worse than angry word{; and began to think
what more he could do for the promotion of his glory,

His owner possessed other estates, and had between
one and two thousdnd megroes upon them. To thesp
fam now furned his attention. When his hard day’s
work, beneath a burning sky, was finished, he bent his
steps to one or other of these plantations, to talk to
his fellow lhves about his Saviour, and invite them to
go and*hear the missionary on the Bay, Sometimes he
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did this as often as two ot three nights in a weck. At
other times, whan the Saturday came which was al-
lowed for himself, he would embrace the opportunity
thus afforded to go to a plantation, and invite the
negtoes to go down with him {o hear ‘‘ massa mis-
sionary.” He persisted in this course of benevolgnt
zeal, till he had brought about five hundred persons to
become regular hearers of the gospel, many of whom -
had now felt its power, and of whom upwards of forty
had been baptized on a profession of their faith in
Christ, while & number more were serious inguirers
respecting the sulvation of the gospel. .

‘While thus active in promotilg the spiritual welfare
of others, he knew where, in the season of trial, toe
look for strength and grace. The time had come
when sad necessity compelled Mr. Burchell to make
arrangements for returning to his native country.
Having expresscd to this-poor Christian his fears, that
when the shepherd was gone dhe flock might suffer,
the negro reminded him that the Chicf Shopherd is for
ever near, in the following touching terms ;— Massa
minister must go ; massa Christ no go. T’oor neger all
weak ; :passa Christ all strong.”

It is not to be wondered at that the missionary
should * feel his soul interested ” in the welfare of a
people among whom he hud gathered such fruits, and
that the thought of leaving them, though but for &
season, was an occosion of pain. But his departure
had become an imperative duty jeand, with enfecbled
heulth and a shattered constitutiMl, he embarked on

 hoard the Gariand Grove, Apriltho 26th, accompanied

by Mrs. Burchell and her little boy.
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CHAPTER V.

ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND—TOUR THROCGH CORNWALL— DOMFSTIO BE-
REAVEMENT—PLEADS TOR THE NIGRO—LEAVES FOR JAMAIOA—
CONSOLIDATED SLAVE LAW — MISSTON STATION AT FALMOUTH—
FAILING IIEALTH—FNLARGL‘\IENT OF CHAPLL—RUMMONED BEFORR
THE MAGISTRATES— ASOC.ATION M'ORMED—BIRTII OF A DAUGHTRR
—FRESH LMBARRASEMEN1S,

Taroven the kind providence of God, the invalids
reached Hngland in the early part of June. On the
8th Mr. Burchell addresscd a hasty note to his brother,

-announcing his arrival; in which, unconsciously to
himself, he cle‘:u'ly indicated where the affections of
his heart were:—*1 am wonderfully improved by
the voyage; so that I purpose remaining no longer
than will be necessary in order to make some arrange-
ments with the society. I am to meet the committec
to-day.”

One of the resulis of this interview with the com-
mittee was his appointment, in connection with the
Rev. George Gibbs, 1o visit the county of Cornwall on
a mission tour, in the month of July. At that time
the biographer was ‘resident in Falmouth, and antici-
pated the visit of h¥ 1hissionary brother with no small
pleasure. As the hour of the coach’s arrival drew
near, he stationed himself at the entrance of the town,
to greet him on his first appearance; and'conduct him
to his house, Keen as was his solicitude to distinguish
him from the rest of the passengers, he failed to do so,
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and the coach passed on: the labours and attendant
illness of little more than two years had wrought so
great a change “in the personal appearance of the
missionary, that he wus unrecognized. True to his
chgagements, however, ke was there, and soon, found
means to make his arrival known. But he was no’
longer the robust young man he had once been: %is
countenance was sallow, and his whole framne rendered
sensitively {eeble by the mercurial preparations which
had been so lavishly administered to him in Jamaica.

He remained in the county little more than a fort-
night; during which he preached ten sermons, and
addressed five public meetings.e Ilis servicés proved
highly acceptable to the churches, and contributed,
largely to the pleasurc of their annual solemnities.
"The county meeting this year was held in ‘Truro, where
that cxcellent and devoted man, the Rev. Edmund
Clarke, was * fulfilling his ministry.” Writing soon
after, as secretary to the county,auxiliay, to Mr. Dyer,
he says,—* The addresess of the speukers, and par-
ticularly the simple and affecting narratives com-
municated by Mr. Burchell, produced & powerful im-
pression on the crowded audience assembled on the
occasivn. The day will long be remembered. JIndeed,
all the services of this anniversary have been truly
interesting.”

On his return to town, he was frequently engaged
in advocating the claims of the mission frdm the pulpit;
andwsucceeded in deeply interesting the hearts of many
leading members of the denomigstion in behalf of
Jamaicn, In th® midst of thesn cngagements, he was
called to sustuin a severe and unexpected trial, in the
loss of his little bqy; who, with his mamma, had been
a?endmg gome timp at Yeovil, Somerset. In a letter

rb
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to kis older brother, & month afterwards, he refers to
the event in the following tonder tetms : —

%You have heard of the removal of our dear little boy, on the
18th of August. 1le died of an attack of croup, afier a very briel
illness, and ahout two hours before I"arrived from London, 1 knew

hing of his being unwell, and went Jown with the design of
taking him into Gloncestershire.  His poor mother was also absent
on & visit to some friends in Ao adjacent towny and heard nothing of
I indisposition until it had fatally terminuted. To hoth of us, it
was a dreadful stroke; an affliction we were little expecting to
meet with, and as litlle prepared to sustain, The remembrance of
the dear child seems, every duy, to become increfuingly painful.
Truly, the dispensations of divine Providence, in relation to us, have
been painfully mysterions '’

Up to this period, the committee assembling in Fen
Court had evinced little sympathy with the ardent
aspirations and solicitudes of their agent, either during
his residence in Jamaica, or his visit to this country.
Their eyes, their hearts, their cfforts, had long been
concentrated on the east; and they were rcluctant to
divert them, in any measure, in favour of the west,
To all reqiests, to all entreaties, however impassioned
the terms in which they were couched, they steadily
turned a deaf ear; and no reprcsentnhons of sucoess
slready realized, or of fields ripening for an early
harvest, possessed sufficient power to awaken a gengral
and lively interest in favour of any thing beyond the
claims of Crooked Spring. At length, incited by the
pounsels and’ cencouraged by the promised support of
numerous friends, Mr. Burchell formally proposcd to
the comumittce the¥ they should give up the Jamsica
tission, and allow it%o pass into the management of
other handd, Startled by the terms of such a proposi-
tioh, and affected by the urgency of the pleader, the
committee " at length determined on promoting the
welfire of khe negro population, with a devotedness
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somewhat commensurate with their elaims: and nobly
did they afterwazds redcem their engagement.

Mr. Dyer was “at once instructed to draw up a state-
ment; to be issued in the form of a circular, setting
forth the necessities ofs Montego Bay, afid especially
the required enlargement of the chapel. Possessing’
ample informetion in letters never answered, he refers
to the multitudes that had crowded to hear the word,
and then proceeds: —* Leaving their homes at one,
two. three, and four o’clock in the morning, according
to the several distances they have to come, in order to
be present at the six o'clock prayer-meeting; when
once they have entered the clupel, many wall remain
there till public service rc-commences, lest, if they
should leave it, they should be unable to regain admit-
1ance.  The effect of such a crowded attendance, in an
upper room only twelsc feet high, under a vertical sun,
may be casily conceived. The negroes themselves,
inured as they are to the climate, oftcn faint with the
heat; what then must the condition of the minister be,
after forcing his way through the dense throngpto the
pulpit.~—an operation which of itself frequently requires
fifteer or twenty minutes to perform? Under such
circumnstances, health falls a cerfain sacrifice ; and even
the life of the missionary is placed in the most serious
and imminent hazard.” Two thonsand guineas were
required for the purchase of premises, and the con-
templated enlargement. Of this sum, if was proposed
that one half should be raised iy Jamaica; the other
half in this country, by an extrg dfort.

Under the. sdhetion of the cemmittce, Mr. Burchell
followed in the train of the secretary’s circulars; ener-
goetically devoting, himsclf 1o the accomplishment of
mﬁ:jcot that lay so near his heart. Of the spirit by

be was snimated in his labours, the following
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passage from a letter o Mr. Dyer will furnish en illus-
tration.

“ My feelingy, sir, ariso from what” my eyes have seen, and my
ests have heurd. T bave known the fatigues,— T have seen the
tears,—I have henrd the cries,—I hate witnessed the thropging to
‘the housc of God, of the poor ncgroes; and I cannot but feel my
sou{ interested on their behulf. Whilst I have life in my body and
strength in my limhs, whilst T huve a voice to be heard and a
tongue to speak, I will raise my appeal in thefr behalf ; and my cry
shall be, ¢ Men of Israel, help!’ Nor can my ery be in vain. The
Being who has opened this door of usefulness, who has excited this
interesting disposition in the poer negro, will never forsake the
people who step forward ¢to the help of the Lord agninst the
mighty.’ Nor can I, nor dage I, dishelieve for » mament, that God
will excite a dispostion in his people to raise the means for supply-
‘ing the wants of these destitute negroes,”

That such an appeal should prove successful, was to
be expected. Wherever Mr. Burchell went, he received
a cordial welcome.  Kent, Birmingham, Liverpool, and
other places and distyicts responded with generous
rivalry to his cry for “helps* J. B. Wilson, Esq. of
Clapham, the treasurer of the 'parent society, con-
tributed thc handsome sum of £100 towards this
epecial objcct; and introduced the missionary to the
wide circle of his afftuent friends with the happiest
results.

The greater portion of the nceded sum having been
raised in less than two months, Mr, Burchell began his
preparations fr a return, by the Garland Grove, to the
loved sphere of his Jabours. With recruited strength,
cheerful spirits, and/a grateful heart, he left Lorndon,
accompanied by Mrs. Rurchell, on the 22nd of Novem-
ber, for Devonport. Here he was unexpectedly detained
for emore 'than three weeks, by coptrary winds amd
boisterous weather, which retarded the ship’s progvess

“down the ciannel. At length, however, he had the
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satisfaction of seeing her enter the Sound in the couyse
of December 16th; and, early on the following morn-
ing, he went an board. After a fair but tedious passage
of forty-four days from Plymouth, the ship's anchor
was dropped in the bright waters of Montego Bay,
January 30, 1827, and the voyagers immediately went'
on shore. A hearty greeting awaited them from Rev.
J. Mann, who had attended to the duties of the station
for several months past, and from the friends connected
with the mission; and they were cheered with the
assurance, that the churches on the Bay und at Crooked
Spring were in peace, and in the continued enjoyment
of prosperity.

At the early morning prayer-mcetmg, on the follow-,
ing Lord's day. when the pcople‘assembled in vast
multitudes to welcome the return of their pastor, their
supplications and thanksgivings were alike tender and
fervent. *“O massa Jesus, we tank de! O maossa
Christ, we soul bless de! De take we shepherd home
—de give him strength—ede bring him back. ¢ Bless
de Tord, O we soul!” Now, massa Jesus, bless we
shepherd; help him to peak dy word; help him to
peak tc every sinner in de four corners of dis Montego
Bay, daf dey may hear, and fall down before we
Saviour.”

The pleasure of this happy hour of re-union was
marred hy the intelligence, that a consolidated slave
law had passed the Housc of Assembly, on the 22nd
of December; in which several clauses were inserted
having a very injurious bearing on 4jee missionary cause.
It enacted, for thstance, that «elaves found guilty of
preaching and teaching, as anabaptists or otherwise,
without a pexmissipn from their owner and the quester

ous for the parish, ehall be punished by whipping,
imprisenment in the workhouse at hard'labour,” that
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“no sectarian minisicr, or other tcacher of religion,
shall keep open his place of mecting, between sun-set
and sun-risc;” and that “religious teachers, taking
money from slaves, shall pay a penalty of £20 for cach
offence, and in dcfault of payment be committed to the

"copmon jail for a month.” This law was to go into
operation on the 1st of May following, and to take
effect until notification reached the island that the king
in council had disallowed it.

Mr. Burchell at once saw that his plan for raising
funds, towards the enlargement of the place of worship,
by the contributions of the people, was frustiated. In
writing {o his brothes, under date of March 20th, he

« thus refers to the snbjeet :

« This law strikes as artfully, but as effectually, at the proness
aud extension of the gospel here, ay did Lord Sidmouth’s nll in
England some years ago. 1 trust the committee will take the niost
decisive measutes to prevent its receiving the sanction of the British
government.  Should it unkappily be allowed to take dffcet, st will
involve the society, <o fmv as the Jumaien mision is concurned, ir
double its prewent expenses.  Its influenee, as impending over uy, i
already so far felt, that we can do rothing towards our chapel. But
for it, the negroes would soon rust their share, [t is true, they
cannot do much individually 5 but coliectively, they cun do great
things. This is, doubtlessly, the most effuctual method which the
Christian pemsccutors of this island could have devised, to thwart
the benevolent designs of the religious public in Englayd,”

Undeterred® however, by this unexpected difficulty,
he addressed himself to the discharge of his. spiritual
functions, with evi')ent tokens of the divine approval
and blessing. " In anotier part of the letter, from which
we have already quoted, he says—

L] .

“T must now add a little, respecting uly engagements in the
mission ; and happy and grateful am I lo say, that we are proceed-
ing prosperously. Last Sunday morning, I administered the ordi-
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nance of huptism to seventy-five candidates, who ha previously
given us the most pleaing evidence of having Leen savingly brought
to the knowledge of the trath as it is in Jesus. The simple tales
of many were very gratifying; and T felt greatly encouraged to
licar so many ascribe their carliest convictions to the word I had
prenched. 1 asked one, namled DPeter, if he loved the Lord Jesus
Christ, ¢ Massa, me love Christ? Dat me do, to me very heprt,’
~wus the reply. *Dut, (1 continued,) how do you know that you
love Jesus Christ?’ ¢How me know? Massa Chnst no de Son of
God? l‘n ne come into dis world, ang pill him hleod for we poor
neger? How me know we love Chnist?  'Who me love, me no love
um! Who wort love, if him no wort? Me love him! Massa, me
feel it ;—dnt how me know.” On the following sabbath, when the
hupticed were received into the church, & most plwmng spirit was
mamfested. It was a day of unusual interest and solemyity, There
appeared to he a shaking among the dry bones, Of the people.
present, muny were melted to tears; some mquired, ¢ What shall
we do?’ and others, who had before beon secking, were anxous to
be recetved into cowmunien with us, and to umte n commemorat-
ing tho love of Chrst at his table.  We have every reason to hope,
there was joy in heaven that day, in the presence of the angels of
(ind, over the conversion of poor smners.

“ A fow weeks ago [ succeggled, with Mr. Mann, in procuring a
heense for Falmouth, and shall very soon commence preaching
there.  To-morrow 1 am gomg to Westmorcland, on the sime
crrand.  The labours we have before us will mvolve us m journeys
averaging eighty miles per week, in addition togall the scervices to
be conducted, This will be severe service for this chmate. How-
ever, I am more than ever delighted with our prospects, formidable
as they may he. We are stretching forth, on the 1ight and left;
and, if this law does not prevent, we will huve more lahourers from
some quarter or other.”

During Mr. Burchell's missionary tour in Cornwall,
in the summer of 1826, he promided to write a letter
from Jamaica, il time for the next year's anniversary.
This he addressed to Rev. E. Clarke, of Truro. It
contains, ameng others, the following mterestmg state-
ments. .
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| “dAprl 10th, 1827.

% As the perind of your snniversaty is now spproachiog, 1 will
communicate, ugreeably to request, a briof account of the interests
of Zion among us: and i is with the greatcst pleasure 1 intoim
you that the Head uf the church a.till continues to smile on our

. focble efforts.  Uur members are stunding fast, and walking worthy
of gtheir profession; so that, during my absetee of nine months
from them, out of six hundred memhers, there has been vecasion
to exclude one only fur disorderly conduet; and now, cﬁm that
ong affords pleamng cvidence of genume repentance. gMany of
our inquirers give us the greatest joy, by ther walk and conver
sation. They are evidently growing in grace, and i the knowle dge
of the gospel; and often do they astomsh me by their remaths
conversation, and by their truly excellent prayers. The gospel also
8 extending 1ts conguests. * Many pour anners are ¢ tuming from

y darkness unto Light, and from Satan unto God ;” and some who, u
little while ago, pervecuted their brethren, now oy, ¢ Men and
brethren, what shall we do ?*  Our church at the Bay exhibats the
most interesting appiarance, so that my heart 1 duby gladdencd
by the excellent spinit which its members breuthe ; and could our
Christian friends m England witness then harmony, thay hothe rly
love, their spirtt of prayer apd holy real, and could they hut liaten
to their expressions of humble depandence on God for every hless-
g they nced, they would require no greater encouragement to go
forward in the support of the msnion, us they wonld thon see they
do “not labous in vam, nor rpend then strength for nought.’

% On Sunday, March 18th, 1 hhptizul 1 the river, runmny nea
Crooked Spring chapel, seventy-five persons, from whom 1 had
previously recerved the most satisfactory cvidence of their conver-
sion to God. Brother Mann, my fellow labourer, was formerly n
member of a Scotch Baptist church, generally considered much
stricter in thein atmision of members than the Englsh Baptists;
hiwever, he bas frequently expressed his fullest approbation of the
persons received, as alsotof the steps I take previous to therr ad-
mission ; and, of the cfefrch, he has repeatedly expressed his as-
tonishment and pleasure. oHow much cause fiave we to cxclaim,
¢ What bath God wrought {’—* Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us;
but pnto thy name’be all the glory, for thy mercy and trath’s sake,’”

. In the cburse of a week from the .above date, Mr,
Burchell had the gratification of carrying into effect
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a long and fondly-cherished purpose, by laying the
foundation of a mission station in the town of Fal-
mouth. Giving an account of this movement to his
friend Mr. Clarke, he thus proceeds :—

“ Falmouth, April 18, um.’

“Since wnting on the 10th, I have come hither for the purpose
of opening o place of worship. It ¥ & town of considernble im-
portance, situated shout twenty-two miles to the east of Montego
Bay, and js the prineipal place in the pansh of Trelawney,—the
Iatter contuining a population of twenty-six thousands slaves.
Man) of these have heen in the habit of attending our chapels ot
the Bay and Crooked Spring, and a goodly number are members ;
su that for u long time they have solicited us to come amnong them,
and preach the gospel. It being rumoured that I should be at
Falmouth lust Sunduy, great numbers assembled to bid me wel-
come ; 80 that the house I occupied was crowded for several hours
with poor negroes, who said, if' they could but sce my face, to be
@ssmed that T was indced come at last, they would be satisfied ;
and, as they successively saw me, many of them in the fulness of
their joy exclaimed, ¢ Now me heart tog glad ; massa come ut lnst
for true,” The people were hrowght m parties, and introduced by
the ndividual who had been instrumental in * hailing * them, as
they called ity that is, persuading them to come and hear the gos-
pely, and expressing a concern for thewr souls.  After talking with
several of these little companies, one of our members — 4 Womarn -
came to rue ;: * Well, massa, me very glad to sce you, me too glad ;
me come to let masea sce me family,” She then inttoduced to me
above one hundred porsons, adding, ¢ Me have more den dese be-
hind, me will bring next Sunduy to massa.’ This woman iy u
slave, but pussessing considerable knowledgy of the goapel, and of
the way of salvation ; and she has thus exerted herself, travelling
from place to place, and has been the méans of ¢ picking up,’ us
she terms it, above two hundred poor sixmeﬁ? She has boen cnlled
to suffer much for he¥ zeal ang attachment to Christ ; but, in the
midst of many threats, she has boldly declared her purpose, ¢ By
dehelpofmm.(lhﬁu;,tohaﬂaushomwdem L .

The rader will perhaps be surprised to learn that
this enlargement of the sphere of action took place
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under circumstances of impaired health, and with the
prospect of the missionary’s labours,closing amidst the
shadows of an carly grave. Yet such was the fact.

“ My time,” he wntes to his brother, under the same
date and from the*same place as the above, * will
pgobably be but short, to unite in any undertaking.

I feel my constitution to be undermined. Since my
return to Jamaica I havé been astonished at my weuk-
ness. Scarcely am I able to preach twice on a Sunday,
besides attending to my other duties. The lust time 1
did so, I alarmed myself, my friends, and my flock.
Preaching in this country is a very different thing to
preaching in Englaml. JZMlere, we prcach to hungry
souls; there, to persons of fincly attuned ears, that
listen to the modulations of the voice, or of cultivated
taste, concerned for propricety of gesture, criticising the
composition, &ec., but few anxious to obtain food fow
their immortal spirits. Amongst the frozen congrega-
tions in England, T think I may last for some ycars;
but preaching to hungering® and awakened sinners in
Jumaica will soon wear me out. T fecl myself un.
nerved and debilitated. If T am not carried off by
burning fever, I apprehend I shall by lingering or
ropid consumption, which 1 think hus already com-
menced its operations. I shall, indeed, rejoice to find
naysclf mistaken in this; for I can assure you that 1
yot fecl a clinging to life. My present symploms,
however, offen produce considerable dcpressxon of
spirits; and this has especially been the case, since
I have been at Fahfopth alone.”

But failing health end dropping spmts were not the
only sources of anxiety at this juncture, as the follow-
ing paragraph from the same letter will show.

“We live:'not only in @ hostile climate, but amongst » hostile
people. [ mentjoned to you, in my last, the offensive law lately
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pased in the Assembly. This will operate considerably to the
injury of the miuiom’ The coloured people in this town are so
vejoiced at my coming, that they would cheerfully meet every ex-
pense of fitting up the house and chape]; but, if I accept of a
fivepenny or oven a plantain, I am liablg to a fine of £20, or
wirwe of my goods, or impfsonment of my person for ope
calendar month.  Such is the toleration of the Jamuica legislatnre.
At the Bay ull are pretty quiet and peaceable ; here 1 expect diffi-
culty, and perhaps soon I shail have open and active opposition.
Tf, however, the committee at home will promise support and pro-
tection, | shall not fear it. I do not know that we can suffer much
by 1t, except a fine, or o month’s reimskion from active operations
to doser study, where perhaps we may be of more servico by
wrestling with God in prayer.”
" ,

For a while longer Mr, Burchell was permitted to
prosecuto his benevolent designs and labours without
personal interruption. In the meantime, some of his
flock wcre “ counted worthy to suffer for the name-
sake of Jesus Christ.” Two of them had their houses
levelled with the ground, their fart were made fast in
the stocks, and they themstlves sent to the workhouse,
where they were worked in chains, charged with the
heinous offence of praying to the God of heaven,
One of these, however, proved so incorrigible, that his
persecutors were obliged to give him up in despair.
Huving nothing clse to do in the gaol, he spent his
leigure, morning, noon, and night, in singing and ecall.
ing upon God. This so irritated tkc geoler, that he
repeatedly went into his cell and ﬁogge:i him. But
the greater the severity with whichshe was treated, the
more he gave himself to prayer ;\¢lll, at length, the
gaoler brought him again befo®® the court for this
erime. The poor man, however, resolutely declared
his purpose t6 maintain his devotional exercises, at &l
risks and costs. ¢ If you let me go,” said.he, “me
Jwill pray; if you keep me in prison, me will pray; if
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you flog me, me will pray: pray me musi, and pray
me will!” The gaoler was fairly confounded; and,
rather than be further annoyed by this * praying
fellow,” he gave up part of Mis fees. The magistrates,
too, remitted a pn*t of the fine; and the man was
dismissed, to go and pray clsewhere.

On some esfates, the negroes were tsken o then
grounds on the Lord's day, by their drivers, with the
design of keeping them awuy from the house of God
‘Many others were called to endure stripes in abun-
dance, together with confinement in the stocks during
the Saturday night and the Sunday, and various other
forms of degradation®and suffering.  Fearing lest their
brethren should be discomaged by these things, and
faint in the day of adversity, they united u sending
the following message—a message worthy of Chris-
tian confessors in any age or country.— Tell we
broders and sisters, dey must not fear for we; dey
must no lose heart ;—we no ca<t down. W no run.
away, we no teef, we no mueder; we love Jesus Christ,
we pray to him, and we suffer for him,—him no leave
we——no, him make we happy. Tell dem, dey must
pray wid de heart, aud we will pray; if we keep in
punish for twelve months, we will pray; and we will
come bach prajing and praising.” Mr. Burchell was
fully justificd in remarking, “ Tt is a trying time; but
it is truly gratifying 1o sce our membors endure per-
secutions so paticntly, and continue to peisevere in
their Christian covrse. These trials, no doubt, me
pernitted by Goddo prove his pedple, and in the end
they will bring abom much good; But they are very
painful in the interim.”

¢The restrictive movements adopted by the colonisty:
were far ftom answering their designed end. On {he
contrary, they only stirred yp the people to & higheggt
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appreciation of their religious privileges. During the
last weck of May, a temporary measure was carried
into effect, for providing increased accommodation for
the multitudes who assembled for public worship, by
the removal of all remaining partifons on the chapel
floor, thus sccuting a clear area measuring sixty-ﬁv;e
fect by thirty-seven. This was covered with benches
as thickly as they could be placed; but all was inade-
quate 1o the necessities ot the case. Writing to Mr.
Dyer, on the 4th of June, Mr. Burchdll teporis :—
“ OQur enlarged place was crowded yesterday merniug,
at the six o'cloch prayer mecting; you may judge,
therefore, how we were circunstanced at fhe ten
o'dock public service. Not an inch of ground was
unoceupied ; and it was distiessing to see su many
obliged to go away afttar all, for want of 10om. The
spitit of hearing evinced by the people 1eally aston-
ithcs me: and, were it not for the exeessive fatigue I
expetience, my sabbaths would bg o perfect treat.”

But if the spirit of heanng and inquiry, awahened
among the people, were gratifying to the mussionary,
much more the Chiistian character and deportment
of the church oter whose intcrests he so anxiously
watched and prayed.

“The conduct of the members is highly pleasmg and satisfactory,
and puch a3 awnkens m my heat emotions of Ineliest gratitude to
God. A cireumstance receutly ocaured wikeh, thgugh pamful in
e lf, clicited much that was ntherwise gratifying.  One of our
members, in an unwatehiful hour, was overcome by temptation, and
fell into sin. On its becoming known, thdgeffect produced upon
his fellow members whs striking to o degree.  For scverul days I
scarecly witnessed ¢ smile upon the countenance of any one, hut a
pensive gloom told the sad news to all, that © s brother was fallep.’
Beveral came to mo in tefirs, and asked if T had heard what had
boppened : and, after u fow days, they inguired how they tuust
act towards him. I recammenged to them the apostle’s advice,
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¢ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual
restare such an one in the spirit of meckness; considering thyself,
lewt thou also be tempted.*—(Gal. vi. 1,)e On this principle thuy
acted, and with the happicst effact. The fallen member told me,
a fow days since, that the tears and aifectionstc warnitigs of his
brethren made him fecl ten times _nore keenly than he should iave
done, had they all forsaken and shunned hum. ¢ 7This, he sud,
“he Lad deserved ; but he could not bear their kindness’ And
certanly the poor man shows m his countenance that (hristian love
can inflict the decpest of wounds, breaking the heart in penitence,
when severity would be unavailing.”

Ther same letter from which this passage is cx-
tracted, contains a gratifying though brief notice of
Falmouth, then jointly supplied by Mr. Burchell and
Mr. Mann,

% Qur prospects are very encournging. The chapel, measuring
forty feet by thutv-seven, 1 crowded on the Lord’s day moming
and afternoon. We have formed o church, consisting of about
fifty members, chicfly dwmissed from Crooked Spring; and we
might increase the number at once to two hundred or even more,
but we are 1ather disposed to prove them first. Above five
hundred are entered on our lst, as inquers; and many other
exhibit a lively concern to he mstructed in the things of Gad,
Every sermon seems to be attended with the divine blessing ; und
1t is affectng to witness the feeling ot the people, while listening to
the tidings of merey. 1 tiust, a glonous harvest of immortal souls
awaits us in this town and parsh. Long have the people hesought
us to come and help them ; and, now that & door uf entrance is set
wpen hefore us, may the Lord sanctify and succeed our efforts, to
the glory of hiv own name.”

At this time ous devoted missionary was living in
the daily expeetation of warrants and constables, as he
had not hesitated t¢ violate the’ mlq\utous law which
forbade him to receive the contributions of his flock.
‘Writing to Mr. Dyer under the same: date, he says,
“Yesterday I had a public collection. I continue also,
to receive subscriptions, thgugh to a limited extent, as
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1 cannot act nor press the subject so. openly as I could

rior 1o the recont enactment.” That he should dare
to infringe on the statutable sovercignty of the
Assembly, in any instance or degree, was not likely to
escape tho lynx.-cyed vigilgnee of the island authorities,
Accordingly the matter was discussed by the magis-
trates, in a full meeting, about a month after, and®a
committee of the most virulent of them was empowered
to proceed against him on a charge of having taken
subscriptions, and to apprchend any of his leaders or
members who should dare, on meeting with a brother
slave, to speuk of Jesus Christ. 1Iis own mind was
alrecady made up, as to the courge he would puisue;
having determined to pay no fincs, but rather submit to
the seizure and sale of his goods, or to the imprison-
ment of his person.

On Monday, the 16th of July, he was summoned to
the Court House, to appear before the committee ; four
of whom were present, togcfhgr with about fifteen
otler magistrates.  After ,the business of the court
had been opened, by the customary forms, Mr.
Burchell avowed it as his intention to answer no
question, and 1o give no information, witil they had
explained the nature and object of the meeting.  The
geutleaen were thrown into perplexity by this state-
ment; but, finding their manifold and urgent gueiies
were all met by an imperturbable silence, they consulted
together, and pledged themselves ® take do advantage
of anything e might say, and to cegse from proscenting
him on account of any past act. now felt himself
at liberty to ente? into frec disyssion with them, on
the several subjects of pecuniary subscriptions, re-
ligions rites, mertings for worship, &e. At the clase
of the meeting, they read the 85th, or prohibitory
clause, of the'new law, uriing on him a strict regard to



120 NHMOIR OF YTHOMAS BURCHELL.

dts terms, as they, were fully detormined to prosecuic
every infraction of it with the utmost rigour. The
fine. they added, is £20 for every odence; and, in case
you refuse payment, we shall seize on your propemty,
whether personal, 1elative, or public. Mr CGhaignon,
member of assembly for the parish, was pleased to add
the following declaration :—* Sir, you missionaries are
a body of persons whom we (the legislatuie) do not
acknowledge. You hasc intruded yourselves on the
island, unsolhicited and unwelcomed. So long as you
procced on your own 1esowrees, you atc licensed on the
principle of toleration: but we have pasced this law,
that 3ol may nof 1a1gc an mcome here for canying on
your purposes, and to present jour further incicase
amongst us.”

In antapation of magisterial mmterference, M.
Burchc1l had prcpared the draft of an addrees, of which
he intended 1o deliver himscl, in case he should be
summoned before fheir worships It has tmned up
among his papirs I'ew will reguire an apology for
its inpertion Thesentiments it breathes will commend
themselves to ovi@@tclbgcnt lover of heedom  The
document is a< fgi

“ GuyrLeMeNg-It bas (ver boen my ansous desute and car,
smea T have $mded on this sland, 10 obsave and conform to the
Jaws of the 3. It has been equally my concern to eonduct
myselt pedceahly towards all men, and respeutfully towaras the
authonties. I Lave nover siolated the publie trauquility, or
intermeddled with part* politics ; pesther have 1 intefired, durcctly
ar induectly, to the $ay of the colony; but, a8 a nunpter of
Chnst, 1 have peaccfull$ preached tho ga pul, and labourcd Iy
every senptural meavs to diffuse the knowledge of it around me,
which [ deem o solemn duty [ owe to God,

“« §t.{s fhr having discharged part of this,ay patamount duty, that
1 am calfed before you this duy. Uhat mimsters ought to be

supported, whilst m the ducbarge of therr duies. I the doctine of
¢
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Christ and of his apostles.® And that they who are ‘W in the
word, ought to communieate ungo“him that teacheth in all good
things,'} is also a scriphural principle, When, therefore, the laws
of men pare oppused to the laws of God, which are we to obey ?
“That it is exceedmgly painful to be placed in such cirenm-
stances, a8 to he compelled to et contrary to the dictates of the
legislature, is certain ; but such is sometimes the case. Laws
be cnacte] of such a descuption, that men ought not, and
conscientious men will not, feel themselves at liberty to obey.
This stalement can be sustaned by illustrative facts. To what,
gentlemen, are we tn attibute the diffusion and oscendency of the
Chiistian riligion @ the world, but to the detcrmined and steady
perseverance of the prmiive diseiples of the Saviour, who went
forth propagating hus doctrines 1n oppostim to eawtimg laws? To
what are we to asenbe the accomplishmant of the Reformiation, bul
to the stedfustness with which tho leaders of that greal movemen!
esposed the corruptions of the papsl church, and preached the *
sunple truths of the gospel, in dehance of eastng statutes and
constituted  suthorities ! To what Las the epwcopal church of
Gieat Bilun 1o atttibute her suprcmucy over the yotaries of Rome,
but to the encigy with which her members, during the sixteenth
tentury, conncientiously 2esste | unscasopablo and uppressive luws ¢
And (W what h8s a conadernble uajonty of the Bntwsh population
te asaibe the enjoyment of therr present mghts and privileges, but
to the conscientious opposition of the puntans and nonconformists
to unjust dnd petsecuting statutes enacted m thar dayt It in
evident, then, that Christians have been compelled, 1n various hges,
to procecd m their course of duty, although, m so domg, their
conduct has been opposed to governments and legislotive decrees.
“For the last four ycars overy petty senibbler has considered
himsclf licensed to express the muligity of his sphit, in calumni
ating the chaseter of the missionmyy and cvery unfortunate
speculator, whose enterprises have proved uboriive and whose hopea
have failed, has considered the missionary go utterly despicable and
defenceless, that he might vent un him_hueweli-natured spleen with
wmpunity, But httl® dd we expect Qo leginlature would ocon-
descend to countenance the spitefulness mnd sevond the effurts GT
"guch individualy, by enacting laws to oppress spd perseon
handful of men, suffidlently defamed and unprotected 1-
Vet 80 it is ;—at lonst, & bill han pussed the House of "Amembly to

* Luke x. 7; and 1 Cor. {x. d~14; { Galy v, 0
&
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ﬂm e{fect, albeit we have yet to learn. that it hus recewed the
mnotion, of the impeéisl parliament and the royak signature, |

“With respect to the receipt of money from the slaves, I have
distinctly to state that, whatever hus been subscribed by them, has
Been contributed voluntarily. Instead of extortiug from uny who
. have been unable to give, we havesbeen in the constant lmbxt of
au;stmg the poor,the aged, and the sick, of our members.  Nor
have I, in any instance, solicited subscriptions in order to appro-

. priate them to my personal use. No, gentlemen, net a fivepence.

"But I have solivited subscriptions towards obtrining pews and
benches for the chapel, and for defraying tho reut of the premises;
and where, 1 venture to ask, is the crime mvol‘ed in such a course
of conduct ?

“ But it iy said, that a slave cannot subscribe a tenpence towm dy
the ‘cause ‘of religion withqnt plundering his owner to that amount,
But if a slave can spend his two, three, and four dollars, at his

“ dances and amugsoments, without robbery ; how is it that a Christian
slave must, of necessity, be guilty of plunder, in order to give a
tenpence in support of the intercsts of truth and righteousness ¥
Gentlemen, you have surely mistaken the matter altogether.
Religion inspires its posscssors with the principles of industry,
integrity, and frugality ; so that they can be benevolent, without
being dishonest.

“ PDeeming then, as 1 do, the ]mrhcular law in qgnestion, as
opposed to the dictates of scripture and the rights of toleration ;
and regarding no enactment, designed to interfere with the religious
observances of Englishmen, as having the force of law until it has
received the positive sanction of the royal governmcnt; these are

‘the considerations which have influenced me to act as I have done.
And, in view of the conduct of parties before enumerated,—tho first
propagators of our holy religion, the glorious army of martyrs and
confessors, the nyble band of reformers, the early members of the
episcopal established church, and th¢ illustrious hosts of . the
-puritans and nonconfonlnm, I comsider that I have acted only as.:
begomes every true boa Enghshman, and every British Christian ! s
P .

The home government refused their sanction to thes

Consolidated Slave Act; a result which, however

accordant with equity, no sooner became known than

it excited a most violent sensation among ‘the colonists.



CONSOLIBATED SLAVE ACT DISALLOWED. 123

Mr. Huskisson, in his despatch, commented on those
clauses that infrin&ed on religious liberty in a manner
which. entitled him to the warmest thanks of every
friend' of truth and freedom, and which invests his
nime and memory with & halo of imperishable glory.
The reading of that document, however, in the
assembly, was repeatedly interrupted by bursts of
indignation. Public meetings were held at Kingston,
and in other parishes of the island, in all of which
strong resolutions were passed condemnatory of the
home policy. The 4th resolution, adopted .at the
Kingston meeting, having asserted that the restrictions
containcd in the repudiated lsw were held ‘to be
indispensable, “from the testimony of the sectarian
ministers themselves;” Mr. Burchell united with his
brother missionaries on the island, in issuing a mani-
festo of considerable intercst; in which, having asserted
their exclusive devotedness to the spiritual duties of
their office, they strenuously disavowed all sympathy in
the sentiments attributed #o them, and expressed their
obligations to his majesty’s ministers for the decision at
which they had artived. ’

Not content with a first defeat, the house of
assembly re-enacted the obnoxious Consolidated Slave
Law; which, after some opposition in the .council,
was tendered fo Sir John Keane, the lieutenant-
governor, for his assent. Thmt‘assent, however,. he
refused to give; thus affording fresh proof of the
steady firmness of his charactery at the same time
paying deferénce to a minute ofshe privy council,
remitted nearly Ywenty years hefore to all colonial
governors, requiring them to withhold their assent to
any law respecting xeligion, until the draft of such #ill
had been laid before his majesty, and his' directions
received thereon, o
f G 2
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In the early part of July, the long cherished wishes
of the missionaries were realised, in the organizing of
an association of ministers and churches for mutual
support and co-operation. The brethren assembled for
‘this purpose in Kingston; ad Messrs. Burchell and
" Mpnn were present, to share the pleasures and engage
in the soleranities of the occasion.

On returning to their accustomed scene of labbur,
they devoted themselves, with renewed encrgy; to the
onerous duties of the scrvice to which they had
consecrated their lives; and testimony was given to
the word of grace as pyblished by them, to the edifica-
tion of believers and-the increase of converts.. In a

¢ letter to Mr. Dyer, Mr. Burchell announces,—

% Since writing you last, we have had twu additions to our
church. September 16Gth, hrother Alsopp,® of Black River,
assisted me, when sixty-five were haptized ; and, on the 30th of the
same month, brother Hudson,* of TLucea, assisted me, when
seventy-eight were baptized. Lord’s day, the 14th of October, a

" hundred and twenty of these wore received into the Bay church,
when ahout five hundred membeis united in commemorating the
death of Christ. At the close of the sacrament, we held a special
prayer-meeting on hehalf of the cause of God in this island, when
a spirit of supplication was poured out indeed. The feelings of
the whole church were deeply excited, and many importunate
requests were presented to God.  We have been holding a weekly
church prayer-meeting, for the same purpose, cver since the
Consolidated Slaye Law came into force § nor did we forget to-hold
a meeting for Yhankagiving, on the day after we received the

" intelligence, of its (lisa.llov;‘va.l.
: ¥ .

The 27th of Uctober was a segson of domestic

mercy and gladness. ' On that day Mrs. Burchell ‘was

safely de;uered of a daughter,t whose birth repaired
» Hlnlomy.belnnging to the General Baptist Bwlety

+ Now thd. wife of Rev. E. HWO“] the present .paztor of the charches
Iately under Mr. Burchell's care, * X
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the loss which the parents had: sustained, when in
England, in the death of their little boy.

Having been enabled, by the liberality of Christian
- friendd at home, to purchase the premises which, for
seveial years, had been t\ccupied for public worship;
measures were commenced, in the early part of '
November, for the enlargement of the chapel, long
rendered: necessary by the widely extended concern
which had been awakened among the negro population
of the district, in reference to their spiritual welfare,

These scencs of social felicity and of ministerial
activity and success, were not to remain unclouded ;
colonial prejudices and feclings were too violent to
suffer this. The House of Assembly, smarting under
recent disappoinfment, constituted five of their mem-
bers a committee,* whose duties and powers assimilated
them to the Star Chamber of olden times and infamous
memory. These gentlemen, accordingly, summoned
the dissenting ministers of the igland to appear at their
tribunal, in Spanish Towns on the 11th of December;
informing them tHat disobedience would be at their
peril, but peremptorily refusing to allow any portion of
their expenses, Here, after toilsome journeys, per-
formed in the most sickly and inclement season of the
year, they were detained for nearly a week, having to
spend their days in the lobby of the house, waiting
until severally called for. Of thg proceedings of that
period, Mr. Burchell furnished the fol‘owmg descrip-
tion to Mr. Dyer, :

“We were indisidgally called hefore fhe"Bommittec, and secretly
examined on oath, as though. we had deen connected with some

# Of this committes, Mr. George Marshall was eleeted chairman; a |
gmtlem who suftored hhn-elr 80 completely to forget all which belangs to
that chavacter, as on qne occagion publicly to afirm, that {he anjssionaries
baptized seventy-five persons in the Rio Cobre, ““bare as nature made them.”

This wanton calirany, however, was immedistaly coutradicted by wther
member of assembly then present.
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treasonable conspitacy. Inquisition was made into the ohjects of
our mission,—the order and discipline'of our churches,—the officers
by whom their affairs are managed,—the. pcwer they possess,—the
punishment, corporeal or spiritual, we _inflict on disorderly mem-
bers,—whether any of our leaders afe slaves, and if so, what are
, their names;—what monies we raif, and the means hy which we
raige them,—what pecuniary remittances we receive from home for
personal support, or for building or repairing chapels,~how we act,
in case we have slaves and owners in our churches, between whom
compjaints arise,—whether we do not teach the slaves that they
never will be accepted of God, unless they contribute to the
support of the missionaries, &c. &c. &e. Tn addition {o the
mortification of beiny arraigned at such a tribunal, where a secular
power intruded its scrutiny into a province over which it had no
rightful control, my expewses were o serious item, amounting to

.£35. Mr. Alsopp wus called from Lucea, distant a hundred and
thirty miles, to answer one single question,—¢ Are you a haptist
missionary ¥ 1s it not evident, that the design of the assembly
wa.s,'t':ot 80 much to obtain information, as to harass and involve us
in unnecessary and heavy expenses? resolved that, if they could
not prevent nur raising money for religious purposcs, they would at
least compel us to spend it with as little advantage to the cause of
Christ a8 possible. And is it not gqually evident, that our friends
at home must maintain their vigilant intercourse with i.znvom'ment?
For, there can be no doubt, the purpose of the assembly is to
prejudice government against us; which they might easily do by
mangling our statements, by quotations without accompanying and
oxplanatory remarks, or by means of their own comments and
false constructions.”

The apprehension expressed in the last sentence was
not unfoundgd. A report was drawn up by the
“ sectarian committee,” and presented to the house of
assembly; gravely (stating, as the result of their
investigations, that" ¢.the principal; object of the,.
sectariang is, to extort‘moncy from their congregattons,
hy every possible pretext, and by the most indece i
expedionts "—that ¢ they inculcate' the dogtrines. 6t

equality nd ‘the rights of man, and preach and teach
-gedition pven from the pulpit ”—that * they occasion
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abject poverty, loss of comfort, and dwoontent among
the slaves frequenting their chapels, and deterioration
of property to th®e masters”—and that (such "was '
their butrageous thirstYor gain!) “ they recommended
females to prostitute thergselves to get money for con-
tribution.” This report, however, was not designed to’
enlighten the good people of Jamaica.¥ It was sent
for the purpose of extensive 'circulation in England,
where it was to carry conviction to the mind of swvery
reader, that the restrictive clauses of the Consolidated
Slave Act were but too necessary. But the agents to
whom its re-publication was confided dcemed if to be
rather “too bad,” and prudently withheld it from the
public eye.

Notwithstanding these annoyances, *the *close of
1827 ‘was activoly occupied in making arrangements
"for the occupation of two new stations, Ridgeland and
Savanna-la-Mar; for which additional help was soli-
cited from the secretary in the most urgent terms.
** Do, my dear sir, SEND s MISSIONARIES, if you have
not done so already. It is impossible that two persons
- should occupy so many stations, and so widely separated.
I trust, therefore, that you will not allow us to remain
alone, nor delay one day to scnd us help; if you do,
you must not be surpnsed if you sec me in England in
the course of the ensuing fall.”

The commencement of the year 1828 brought new
troubles, * The writer of this memoir had inserted in
the December number of the Ney Baptist Maghzine,
several extracts ,of letters w 1 he had recently
recgived from Jamaica, mclndmg the anecdote of ' the

* The Rev. J. Goultart, on behalf of himself and brother missionariea,
applied, in due for'm, ‘to the elerk.of the honse of assembly, for a copy, @ the
depositions oh which the report was founded, that he might be in poa-ion

; of the requisite means for exposing their true nh;ncm This was, hnm.r
denied him,
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praying negro.* Few periodieals, religious or secular,
likely to contain any statements bearing on the inte-
rests of the slaves, or the conduct. 4 their oppressors,
escaped the vigilance of the colonists or their agcnts at
this time. No sooner, therpfore, were the extracts
'detected and fransmitted to Jamaica, than they were
published in the island newspapers, accompanied with
the most scurrilous remarks on their author. Willing
to let the subject pass as quietly as possible, Mr.
Burchell sent a brief letter to the Montego Bay
Gazette, couched in the most conciliatory terms. This
was the signal for yet greater virulence, which led him
to send a sccond letter of a somewhat firmer tone,
. Yinding that the colonists only gave fiercer cxpression
to their hostility, he addressed private letters to
two of the magistrates of the distriet, offering to
meet them, together with any two or three others thev
may please to nominate, and give them the opportunity
of investigating the fyets he had alleged. He after-
wards waited on the same partics, personally and
separatcly; when one expressed himself willing to
concur in the proposal but the other refused o have
anything to do in the affair. Again, therefore, ho
appealed to the public through the medium of the
Gazette ; offering to meet any of them, at any time or
place, when he would give such information as would
afford them every facility for ascertaining the truth.
This was not “what the colonists wanted ; and none of
them venturcd to accept the challenge.

At the ensuing ~.'sizes, the grand, jury addressed a
memorial to the court, denouncing M2. Burchell in the
most violent terms. Threc of the jury were con-
segiiently bound over {o prosecute, at the next court in
July, on an indictment for preaching without a licence,

* Page 100,
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and as a nuisance for libelling the colony. No solicitor
or counsel in the island, would venture to act profes-
~ionally on his beglf. Under these circwnstauces he
wrote out his own :ﬂ?rNe, and included in it some in-
stances of cruelty far excreding the one which had been
published in Kngland. When completed, he took it to a”
planter, who had always been on friendly terms with
him ; and stated {o him his intention to read it in court,
if the prosceution were persisted in.  Tlaving pegnsed
the document, the plunter returned it, assuring him that
if he acted on the resolution he had avowed, he would
not be alive twenty-four hours afterwards. Mr, Bur-
chell replied, that his purpose was taken ; an'd that, if
he were compelled to defend himself in court, nothing ,
should drive him from it.

His friend doubtlessly communicated with his per-
sccutors, informing them of what he bad seen and
heard; as he reeeived an carly intimation, that, if he
would make 2 public apology, the action lyiug against
himn should be withdraww. It scarcely need be said,
that he at onee rejected the proposal.  Before the
assizcs came on, it was further intimated to him, that,
if he would consent to pay part of the expenses incurred
by the prosecutors, no further proceedings should take
place.  On the gnpposi!iou, that his deuing so would
imply that he had stated more that he was Mle to
substantiate, ho declined this also. The day of trial at
length arrived ; and, having commitéed himself and his
cause to Him that ¢ judgeth righteously,” he entered
the court alone, with his defenkes under his arm.
Mercy he necded not; he had ®put slender ground to
hope for justice; his expectation was, that the mildest
award which awaited him was a long and severe
imprisonment. His persecutors were there before
him; and, armed with the powers, were prepared to

¢b



130 wENOIR OF THOMAS BURCHELL.

take advantage of every circumstance under cover, of
law. But, struck with his unblenched aspect and
independent bearing, as he came jmo their prescnce:
conscious of the truthfulness /1 his statements; and
fearing a yet more terrible exposure to the publie,
whether in the colony or in the mother country: they
shrhnk from the collision they had themselves qought
. and instructed their counsel to enter a nolle prosequi.
. While this case was still pending, his friend and
fellow labourer, Mr. Mann, was involved in somewhat
similar difficulties, in consequence of the sccretary
having published, in the Missionary Herald for January,
some extiacts from his correspondence. Mr. Burchell
cheerfully co-opérated with him, in making his defence
" before the authorities in Falmouth, and thh gratifying
success. Writing on the subject to Mr. Dyer, a short
while after, he cxpressed regret that their communica-
tions of an anti-slavery character, designed to meet the
eyes of friends only, should have obtained publicity.
Confiding, however, in the wisdom of an overruling
Providence, which extends to the minute ag well as to
the great, he exclaims, “ But the Lord does all things
well!” With Him he was willing to leave the final
issue of events. And there is no room to doubt, that
these and. subsequent similar revelations, however
undesigsedly brought under the noticdof the public in
this country, contribited an invaluable influence in
moulding thei} sentiments and quickening their feelings
in reference to slavery, thus prcparing the way for the
consummation of g]l'good men’s hopes and wishes, in
that event, which reflécts a bnghtel‘-glory on Great
Britain than the prowess of her armies and the triumphs
of her marine—the emanclpatlon of her bondsmen.
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CHAPTER VI.

\EW CHAPGL OPENED—DYING NEGRO—ANNOTANCES—MR. KNIBD'S
PIRST VISIT—ASSOCIATION AT MONTEGO BAY——PUBLIC BAPTISM—
ST. ANN'S RAY A-N.l) OCHO RIOS—SALTER’S HILL—ARRIVAL OF
NEW MISSTONARIES—DEATA OF MR. MANN—MR, KNIBB INYITED
T0 PFALMOUTH —- ARSOCIATION — GURNEY’S MOUNT —LUCEA AND
GREEN ISLAND~MR. BURCHELL RETURNS TO ENGLAND.

* »
« A GREAT door and effectual is opened unto me, and
there are many adversaries.” Such was the apostle's
graphic statement respecting the position of affairs at

Eiphcsus, while engaged in proclaiming the gospel in

that'ancient seat of idolatry and.licentiousness. Itwill

receive fresh illustration #n the course of this chapter.
Amidst all the opposition to which Mr. Burchell was *
exposed, his ministry continued to excite a wide-spread
interest, and was attended with the happiest con-
scquences, as the following extracts from a letter to
Mr. Dyer will atfest.

« Montego Bay, Apri1 22, 1 828.

“ We commenced public worship in our’new chapel, nearly five
weeks ago, though it was not much more‘t}nm half finished. The
attendance, notwithstanding crop, has beerygelightful ; we have had
full & thousand perfons present at ou six o’clock morning prayer-
meeting; at our ten o'clock service we have beem,crowded. I
mentioned to you, some time since, that in consequence of the late
faw 1 did not féel myself justified in enlarging to the extent%that
was deemed desirable. But I now feel it necessary tb give up that
part of the hotise, which we had designed to continue occupying as
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& residence, and appropriate the entire building to the chapel ; so.
that its dimensions will' be, abiout sixty five feet square, with three
 galleries, two of which will be nine seats ‘g\}y This Inst addition
will, of course, be attended with add*%nal expense; besides
. endering it needful either to build-a f'welling house, or to rént one
at the rate of £100 sterling per anngm, L
* At Crooked Spring, we have had an addition to the éhurch this
sprifig of ghout, forty by baptism ; and at the Bay, of about nivety :
80 that, notwithstanding all our difficultics and discouragements, the
cause of the Redeemet,is trinmphant.

“8Bince writing the nbove, I have been much interrupted, or I
had purposed filling the remainder of my sheet with some plensing
anecdbtes of our people; however, although I have but few minutes
left, I will mention one concerning a dying negro. As he lay
stretched on his bed, he called hia family around him, and thus
addressed them. ¢Me ch:fdten, you see your dying father. Me

“often pray for you, me often tell you of de Saviour, me oftén beg
. you to come to him; me now beg you for de last time. You see
me dying; me willing to live, but me ne wish to live; me willing to
die, for me have a living Saviour, and to him me go. Your ways
no lead to him—dey lead to dead " On being asked what made

. him happy in the prospcct of death t he replied,—* Christ no die
for poor neger? Me love*him, me feel him near, me feel him
mine ;—dat make me happy. O Lord! take poor neger home!

* His affectionate address has been hlessed to one of his children,
who, up to that time, had been a wild and wicked son; but who is
now a humble inquirer after salvation.”

As the good cause continued, to grow under the
missiongry’s hand, he rencwed his appeal to the
committee at home for further assistance. To this he

. was impelledy by the additional considerations which
arc unfolded in the following extract from a letter,

dated

< % Monlego Bay, October 10, 1828,

«We really stand in need of unother missionary brother. Did
not ()tother Mann possess an almost Herculean constitution, it would
be mpemble*to attend to the duties of our stations; as it s, we can
perfoms them but indifferently, the éxtremities of our nmrmi, from
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Rio Bueno to ‘Ridgeland, being ahout, eighty miles.. We are cal-

culating to, a-certainty to receive a hrother this season, and do sin-
cerely entreat you not to disappoint us. Though brother Mann hag
strength, I am but an inwsli , lingering out my existence, and by na
_meavs bqual to my duties.“x\ihort, T am fearful of not being able
to’ occupy my station long, as
uge of stimulants, .
“ Rio Bueno is a village, or small town, about sixteen miles Mo
Falmouth, in the neighbourhdud of which place we have about five
hundred members and inquirers; and will be carried on in con-
nection with Falmouth, until it become suﬂiclently estabhahed to
claim u geparate agency.
% In my haste to close, I had ulmost forgotten to say, the Lord
is blessing his churches here among us. 1 have recently adminis«
tered the ordinance of baptism twice; first, to nincty-one persons;
and in the second instance, to sixty-sevén, On last sacrament day,
‘the lower part of the new chapecl was nearly filled with communi-
cants, The services are exccedingly well attended. Sabbath
morpings we are crowdéd.” <.

The same letter which furnished the preceding brief
record of growing suceess, rcfers also to sources of
annoyance and anxiety.

“‘Iimes are very troublesome with us, The papers daily teem
with abuse and scurrility, exciting the people to acts of violence
and persecution. You have heard of the imprisonment of Rev.
Messrr  Orton and Whitehouse, St. Ann’s. Mr. Orton's letter,
inserted in the Cornwall Chronicle, dught to be republished in every
magazine in kogland. After, every effort to-oppress thegmfjured
missionaries, their persecutors positively. prohibited their praying to
God in prison. This would huve been deemed credible, had a
poor negro been the victim. But here i n missionary of Jesus
Christ forbidden praying to his God.”

The malignan¥ tone of the c#lomal newspaper press,
with put few exceptions, and the slander with which
. the, missionaries were assailed in them from week to
, week, were indeed singularly extravagant ;,and, if t’hey
may;he regardell as an index of the general state and

I am able to keep up only by the
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_ temper of society, we should be justified 1 in fortmng
" the lowest possible estimatc of Jamaica. But doubt-
" lessly there were many- honour, persons in that

island, who, so far from 537}{3}::1:13 with, utterly

abhorred the spirit, style, ald sentiments of:profane
-editors and brainless corrcspondents. As a specimen
of the lighter modes of assault which these parties
adopted, and with which they hoped to annoy if they
could not wear out a small body of philanthropic
evangelists, as much their superiors in education and
gentlemanly bearing as in their social habits and moral
principles and character, we give the following from
the Jamdica Courant, of Scptember 4th. Tt was thought
o Vorthy of being honoured with a heading in capitals,
and ran thus: —
«THE SECTARIANS, OR A NEW WAY OF RAISIIQ'G

THE WIND,

“ A gentleman on the nqarth side, a few weeks ago, sent to the

sectarian preacher for a ticket, for. Blucher (his dog) to attend the

chapel. The ticket was furnished on payment of ten-pence ; and
Blucher is now & very regular attendant, particularly at the love-

feasts,”

In the course of November, Mr. Knibb made his .
first <igjt to the north-west part of the island, destined
“to become the scene of his ‘future trials and noble
achlevements.. The following brief extracts from a
) letter he addressed to the secretary at home, wﬂl bc
read thh interest.

L]
{¢ Montego Bay, November 17, 1828.

%The place from’ whenee this is dated may, perhaps, hpm .
you.® Since I last addressed you, it has pleased my heavenly Father
to visit mmmth affliction, from which I am now, through merey, :
. slowly récoyering. By the advice of my medical attendaht, T was
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removed to this place, and have met with a very kind rweptwn
from Mr. and Mps. Burehell. Previous' to my late attack, T.had ~
- suffered under an intermittent fever for more than two months,
which d:d not, however, mﬁg me from my school and other engage-
ments,* Should it plense theydivine Being again to restore me to
health, my fervent prayer is, thit he will enable me to employ it
more fully in his service; if not, I hope to be n.ble to my,“l'hy‘
will be done!’ - v
« During my visit to this place, I have been dehghfed with the
numbers which flock to hcar the word of God. Brother Burchell
has a large congregution. Yesterday I preached in his chapel, to
not less than one thousand four hundred.persons, It is a neat,
plain place—just such a one as a missionary should build,. His
people have manifested rouch kinduess, and appear to walk together
in love. I am sorry that his health 1s so much impaired ;—may
Giod, in his mercy, long spare him in the intercsting station he fills!
At (‘y&'bked Spring, I preached to a congregation of six hundred at *
least; the attention with which the poor people heard, much
gratified me. The congregation at Falmouth is delightful ; I should
wish that station ; but, as brother Mann has a desire for it, T hope
that my remarks will not in the least influence any decision the
comnmittee may come to. He is an excellent man, and seems,full
of love to God and his Christ. Thm pért of the island needs more
labourers ; and to any station on this part, T have not the least
objection t& go.”

If Mr. Knibb were gratified by his visit, Mr. Burchell
was equally interested in his visiter, and was quick to
perceive that he possessed elements of character which
would render him a most valuable ecadjutosf® the -
missionary enterprise. Of the design, already taking
shape and form, to secure him far sonle one of his
numerous and growmg stations, ke gave early intima-
tion to Mr. Dyey. Thus he wrjigs on the 2Ist of
November. “ Bfother Knibb !g with us, and is but
poorly. On Taesday and Wednesday he was very ill,

it is somewhat: better yesterday and to-day. He Rys

at he cannot pombly resume his school duties again,
and I em deciedly of the same opinion.. He has '
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expressed himself highly gratified with the mission on
this side of the island, and says he would be willing 1o
ntcupy any station to which you pay appoint him, [
purpoee, if he be better, t?(gw;ﬁm next week to
Savanna-la-Mar and Ridgeladd, to sce the field before
‘us there.” In a letter written about six weeks after-
watds, the subject is resurned :—* Brother Knibb, who
has lately visited ns, observed in conversation, that he
had no idea of the promising state and.important
character of the mission in this part of the island;
neither had any of the Urethren in Kingston. We
were all highly delighfed with his visit: he is a good
man,—a‘missionary of the right stamp; and ought at
once fo be appointed to occupy a distinet missionary
station.” .

On this subjeet he was all the more anxious, as Mr.
Mann's iron constitution was beginning somewhat to
fail. ¢ Brother Mann's health.” he writes on the 2nd
of January, 1829, ¢ iﬁ'WOI‘\(‘ than ever I Lave befine
known it to be; it is evidept, that he will be unable
much Jonger to undergo such an amount of Jabour as
he has hitherto ant.unu(‘ Tor the last two months he
has been very unwell ; and should he become severely
ill, T know not what we are to do.¥ The encrgy of his
own_ character, however, hore him up above present
dificut® s; and, notwithslanding the grow ing feeble-
ness of his fellow labourer, and the frequent and bitter |
disappointment of his hopes of assistance from home,
he adds, “We are now about to rent a house g’
Savanna-la-Mar, iz, the confident expectation thaf a:
missionary will specdi}y arrive, to S:I::upy it in c&f‘
nection with Ridgeland. 1 do trust that, if possible,
yoy will send o second with him for Rio Bueno and
Stewart’s Town, where our prospccts are truly en-
couraging.” Tn a letter of six dayd later date, he



ASSOGTATION AT MONTEGO DAY, - 137

announces with exultant feelings, “ We have taken a
large house at Savanna-la-Mar |”

In the April following, the anniversary of the
associdtion, formed in Kigston nearly two years before,
was® celebrated, agreeably Yo arrangement, in Montego
Bay. The services extended over six days. The entire -
band ot the baptist missionary brotherhood, with fvo
exceplions only, were present. Every time the chapel
doors were thrown open, large congregations assembled
and, on the Lord’s day morning, at ten o’clock, it was
computed that at least two thousand persons were
present. The season was altogether a most delightful
one, fraught with spiritual pleasure and profit. The
chastened smile of animated devotion, and the silently
trickling tear of humble penitente, plainly indicated
that, an ecnergy, an influence more than human, was in
operation upon the hearts of multitudes. Communicat-
ing with the secretury, Mr. Burchell thus writes : —

* & Nontego Bay, May 12, 1829.

% We have lately enjoyed a most preciouy season ; such a meet-
mg that has gladdened our hearts, and united ns together in the
elosest bonds of Christian union.  There appeated among us,
indeed, hut one heurt and one spirit; and I am ure it would have
rejoiced you, and any of the friends of Christ in England, to have
been present with us. On Thursday evening, the 16thgin “Spril,
the services commeneed, when Mr. Kmbb preached from Psalm
Ixvii. 1,2, ¢ God be merciful unto us, and bless us,” ke, On Friday,
the ordination of Mr, Taylor, late of the Chufch Missionary Society,
was rolemnized, when Mr. (‘oultart delMered a most impressive
charge from Acts xfp 28. Mr. Taylof jvemched in the evening,
from John 1. 14, 15, The Buturday’ ovening way devoted fo a
speciul proyer-meeting. On lords day, Mr, Baylis preached at
six o’clock in the morning, (Zephaniah iii. 16, 17 ;) and at ten,
Mr. Flood, (John xiv.*2;) at half past one, the ordinance of %the
Lord’s supper was gdministered hy Mr. Coultart, whén about eight
hundred mombers were present; and at six, in the evening, Mr.
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Knibb again ocenpied the pulpit, speaking from Luke xxiv. 26,
In the evening of Monday, the lotters from the churches were read,
which were truly intercsting. On Tuesdgy, the lwethren met to
finish tho business of the association ; affén it appeared that, within
the last twenty-one months, the chyfches in the island had m‘s.llgad
u clear increase of two thousund three hundred and fifty-six mem-

" bhers. When this statement wns read to the brethren, we wore all
overwhelmed with grateful joy, and united in singing the hymn
commencing,

*There’s joy 1n heaven, and joy on earth,
To see une noul restored ™

“ The whole of the muetings were exceedingly well attended,-
on Sunday they were cronded, and all were conducted with the
ureatest solemmify.  Thera vas s wuck union and seriousness felt
by the brethren, that it was wished to spend the evenmg hefore we
separated in confmemorating the death of Christ ; cousequently, the
whole of the miswon family present assembled in the chapel for
this purpose, and such a mueting we enjoyed ax ne can never forget
—it crowncd the whole. It was, indeed, good to be there, May
the pleasing, and sweetly solemn impression produced v our minds
that evening, never be erasyd!

“We bhave been delighted and refroshed by the wisit of the
brethren, and are thankfu?! for the pnvilege we enjoyed. 1 eannot
but hepe that the late mectings will bo blessed, nit only to the
estension of the Redeemer’s enuse in peneral, but to the mereane
of piety in oursclves‘and the churches under our care. Never
bofore, since oar arrival in this island, have we met and parted with
such, happy feclmgs. Mr. and Mrm, Coultart pemained with uo
ubol:h month. After the amociation had terminated, hiother
Coultart and T went to Westmoreland,  On Sunday, the 26th, X
preached at Ridgeland : my friend comwnnenced public worship n
the house we had previously taken, at Savanna-la-Mar. Next
Sunday, T hope to be(there; and, when we are supplied with
missionary strength, fefonfidently anticipatq you will he cheered
with good news from this giit of the vineyard.”

Three days after the date of this letter Mr. Burchell
wrote to his brother, giving some additional particulars,
together with a brief outline of the redulis of hiv



-S¥ATE oF THE MissioN. . ' 139

labours, which kad now extended throug’h five yeats
“and a qdarter.

&1 will give you a compendious statement of the aumber wmd
dmtancea of aur stations, the nuzpber of our people, and the number
of missionaries. From Rio Bueno, the easternmost station, to
Falmouth, is seventeen miles; from Falmouth to Montego Bay,

" twenty one; from Montego Bay to Crooked Spring, ten;

* Montego Bay to Savanna-la-Mar, thirty-two; from Savanna-la-
Mar to Ridgeland, ten: so that the distance between the two
extreme statious, is eighty miles. The number of persons gonnected
with us, as members and inquirers, besides mere attendants, is above
eight thousand; and this number is con;stantly on the increase, To
supply these stations, so numerous and remote, TWO missionaries
are left ajpne !  And are two sufficient fpr these things *-to attend
to the claims of so many persons so widely scattered ¥ In a letter
received by the last packet, from Mr. Dyer, anotber is promised ;
hut there is no intimation when he will be umong us, though we
hope it will be very soon. We shall be thankful for one more;
but, will three be sufficient? Qur case was taken into consideration
by the brethren, at the Jate association; who unanimously resolved,.
that o letter be written to the committee, in the name of all,
requesting another missionary mpay be sent to our assistance with
the least possible delay. They said, they had no conception of our
labours and successes until they had come anrong us. Full four
thousand persons are now, in various ways, connected with the
church »¢ the Bay.

«T think I wrote to you, giving an account of our chapel. Itis
now quite finished; and the attendance exceeds my most sanguine
expectations, Even during crop we are well filled ; oy‘,w‘i"cmp
we are crowded: and, on Thursday evening, our average number is
five hundred. The additions to the church have deen large ; and
I am enabled to rejoice over the Christian®propriety and growing
excellence. of the members. I have als been ‘much gratified by
attohding sbme in th? sickness, and in pragpect of death. T will
just relate part of the'conversation 1 hu with one, (Patrick Green,)
whose funeral 1 attended last Monday. <+« The first time I
vmted hlmqﬁexhewmlmdup.l saw he was very weak, and said,
L% Well, my frlend dv you think God is unkind for aﬂlictmg}uu

80 sevérely P
* - 4¢No, s,
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¢ Dont you feel snmetimes disposed to complain '

¢ Me pray to God nut to let me.'

% What makes you feel resigned 2’

@4 Mo know God no do wrong; hlm innw what is hm-him do
best.'

«<Hatve you ever felt sorry for anming to Christ ¢

“‘() no ! me feel sorrow me no come before ; me too glad, me
Dear of Jesus Christ.’

“¢ And how do you feel in the prospeet of death '

¢ Xe feel happy.’

%« W het mnkes you huppy »'

“¢ De love of Chrwt.!

“¢Do you think your prayer will take you to heaven ¥

“¢ No, no.’

“¢But do not you expeet to go there, because you gre not o

.
wicked as before, hut are hecome a member of the ¢hurch ?

“¢ No, me no have one good ting to tink of ; notuyg hut Christ ;
him precious bloud.

“¢Whjy do you think Christ will receive you »*

“¢Me love him; me love him to me heart.'

“¢ But will he e willing 2

“¢ Ah, massa, him no pill him precious blond 2 Him no sap,
Come unto me ! Me know him trre.’

%4 Wonld not you like t¢ mect with your fellow Christians sgain
on earth ¢

“ < Me would like to tefl all me broders and sisters to Jose (Christ
more, to pray inore, to heep nearer to God.  Me feel de more
prayer, de nearer we keep to God, de happier we he.!

« ¥ saw this humble but worthy disciple of the Saviour again, »
few Hefore he died ; und the following is part of the con-
versanon which then teok place,

e Well, frien, you appear to be very low.’

¢ Yes, massa 3 but de Lord is good, very good.”

%¢ Do you feel much fbar of death 7

«¢ No; massn Jesu®yltomise to be wide ma!

¢ Where do you ilnnk ydu will go, when you die |

d¢ 447 tipk 1 shall go home.’ .

¢ But where iy the home you mesa ¥

&« Where Jesus is.

“¢ What do you think of religion now ' (At this he brightened
up.)
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%¢ Ah, masea | what become of poor neger, if him uo hear
" feligion? What me tink? Me fee! ;—me no able to tell what

me fesl. Tt good; it make neger happy to die.’ >

“<Would you wish to recover again ¥’

“¢Me too weak.’ *b .

¢ Well, but if God were to give you your own will, how would
you act? -

“<Why—(he hesitated, but at length replied,}—No, no; my
will no do; me no want my will ; God's will is best.”

“ I need not add, he lived consistently and died happily.”

By the early part of June, things had sufficiently
progressed to justify the decisive step of forming an
infant church at Savanna-la-Mar, He conumpnicates
the happy intelligence in a bricf 1®ter to Mrs. Burchell,
in the following terms:—

& Saoamwla-;llur, Monday, June 8, 1829,

.

“1 preached on Friday evening to a good and attentive con-
gregation, chiefly coloured persons. On Saturday evening, at six
o'cluck, 1 baptized six persons on a profession of faith.  Yesterday
after the morning service, 1 fogned the church of twenty-three
members ; more than thirty sat down at the Lord’s table, and
nearly the whole congregation remained as spectators. The at-
tendunce both mowning and afternoon was cxcellent, and the
hehaviour very good : T felt pleused and thankful. This evening 1
purpose holding a class meeting; 1 hope to preach again to-mormow
morning ; and then leave for hume at four o'clock the following
morning, 5o that you may expect me home somewhere m&:’%ﬁne
o’clock.” .

The ‘spiritual refreshing of these annive:sary services
was succeeded by renewed activi¥es, and, under the
divine. blessing, by’umcrous converdimns and occasional
baptismal services. At one of these scrvices a gentle-
man from America was present. Although belonging
to another Christian denomination, he was so mugh
g‘l"'_a!rlﬁec};:by, the entire procedure, that he wrote a brief .
account of it, which was afterwards inserted in the



142 MEMOIR OF THOMAS mm&nnu..

“ Rcligious Magazine,” an American periodical, con-
ducted by the Messrs. Abbott, whose works have
obtained a2 wido circulation on éither side of the
Atlantic. The narrative is  written in so candid a
_ spirit, und coutrasts so stn{mgly with the malignant
acpusations of some members of assembly, and the
report of the sectarian committee, that justice secms to
require its insertion, furnishing, as it does, an honour-
able vindication of the missionary’s conduct and
character.

“In the vear 1829 T was present at a public haptizing at a
musionary stution,* under the care of the Fnglish Baptist Mision-
ary Saciety, in one of the' principal West Tudia islunds, Lot the
reader decompuny me, dabout ten miles, into the interior of the
island.  The road winds alomg the sides of hiils, and through o
nunther of sugar plantations, until it approuches the hase of oy stli
bizher runge of mountumns,— the central range of the island,—whow
verdant, hut almost anpassable steeps rise before us, at the distance
of about 2 nule.  lere, in the midst of miniature mountains, and
just at the tarn of « large ‘brouk, was the httle chapel. It was of
stone, had onee been 4 boiling ln<:u§c, and remained as a remnant of
the works on a sugar plantation long thrown up. [t was now
flnored, and neatly fitted up #ith seats for about five hundied
people.  There were a fow pows; oue for a white family, and
oveasional visitery.

41t wus the mornmg of the sabbath, The slaves from the
nurM g ostates were seen descending the hills, and winding
through the valleys, approachmg from all quarfers through the
various foot-paths and estate roads. All were neatly dressed, and
young und’old took their stations mn the neighbourhvod of the
chapel. Bamhoos and  tar-apple trees, which lined the 1anning
stream, furnished o cgryenient shade in warmer parts of the day.
There was an air of neatno s ahd quietnesr Yory imposing,  Little
groups of negroes, mostly “dresscd in white, wero collected on the
short grassj and cxeept a low hum occusioned by the various
patics in convenation, all was calm as the gabhath,

“ Wo took our station at a gentleman’s house, within o stone’s

* Crooked Spring. '
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throw of the chapol. This housc was the only one in the neigh-
buurhood. The miai'nry was insthe chapel, engaged in con-
versation with those why were soon to be iinmersed, and with the
elders, who were giving an account of their respectivg, charges,

“The hour for the baptizing gt length came, The people had
gradually dispersed. The childien, with thewr white dresses and
handkerchief turbuns, were no longer to be scen; and the ligle
pariies of negroes hud gradually broken up and departed.  We now
mounted vur horses.  The party consisted of my wife, the wife of
the missonary, a pious Englsh captain, and myself,  After cross-
ing the stream, which, though sometimes swelling to o mountain
torrent many foet deep, was then flowing peacetully along, we pro-
ceeded & fow hundred yards, to a svenc bitherto hid from our sight
among the hills.  The little river here took another sudden turn,
and was lost, for a time, in 4 decp raving, The road pussed some
thisty feet nbove it, having been cut in the steep and almost
perpendicular bank ; and the precipice between was sereened and
guarded by thick-set and luxurious bumboos. We procecded a
little byond, and then taking a winding horse-path, through a
pentler slope of the bamboo bank, we reached the edge of the
stzenm, and alighted. Tt was unleed @ romantic spot.  The water
had evideutly varved itself a hedy and the huge rocks and exeavated
hanhs showed, thut hero ternficesconcs might sometimes be wit-
neased.  Now, it seemed in s peacefulness to reverence  the
sabbath.

“ The road, from which we had descended, passed nlong a bank,
high in mid-air, and, overhanging that aguin, an nupassable steep
about two or three hundred feet high, covered, however, with
verdant guinea-grass and clumps of hambous ; this we could disgpen
through the openings in the clumpe where we stood.  Opjanite, was
anotlier steep hill rising almost perpendicularly, upon the upper
part of which wgs discerned the negro village ; thdlr little houses
scarcely perceptible among the plantains "{'d cocoa-nut trees, and
yet it scemed scarcely a stone’s throw from RS The sun had not
yot reached the bottorglf the ravine, some frts of which indeed
were always in the shady gloom of solitdye.

“ We discorned a little hefore us two rude huts, put up for the
oceasion, to accommodate the male and female candidates Jn
changing their dresses. * A smouth place in the water had heen
selected, and throngsof well dressed negroes lined the narrow banks,
wherever a standing place could be found amidst the stecps on euch
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side. The opening prayer ended, the missionary, dressed in a loose
Black robe, belted round his waist, stepped forward into the water,
and, four or five yards from the edge, was sgon firmly stationed with
the water reaching to' his waist. He was followed by two elders,
(negroes) leading one of the capdidates for baplism, who was
. immersed, after a few impressive t.vords from the missionary, bexng
_finply supported by the two strong dssistants, the minister also
joining; another and another was then buptized in the same manger,
a sentence of scripture U4 few other"words being reverently
pronounced over each. In a short time, more than eighty were
fmmmersed.  As the baptizing party retired from the water, with the
last of the new members, an approprinte hymn was sung ; and the
whole dispersed to re-assemble at the chapel, at the usual hour, for
service;and there be welcomed to chiureli fellowship, and unite with
many others in the Lord’s supper.

% The whole scene was deeply impressive. When we remembered
the moral condition of u large portion of the ieland, little better
than the darkest heathenism, a few years before, without the least
religiouws instruction, excepting one coloured * teucher, afid the
sabbath but partiaily obscrved ;—when we suw such evideuce of
missionary success ;—when we- remembered the hmuhed education
and eloguence of the missipnary, who bad devoted his life and some
property to the cause of religion. here j—und when we looked for-
ward to the progress of the pospel in raising the whole character of
the population around, and witnessed its effects before us in the
neatness gnd cvident Christian enjuyment of the multitude collected ;
we could not but depart convinced that there is power and bepe-
volence in religion; that there is giad news in the gospel, even

ad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.’ We were

not bapfits, but we found that such a work knows no sect 3 and

when we saw how much religious instruction wus pmed, and knew

" that these simffle people in groat numbers were y rejaicing in

the bonds of the goapd we turned our thoughts upon the Christian

world, torn to pieces bn theological discussiops, and then could

underdbind ‘the apodl, who says, that ¢ fth stands not in thg
wisdomo of men, but in thq,power of God.’”

en the Eoursc of the ensuing eutymn, Mr. Alsopp, of
- the General Baptist Mission, wis suddenly called from
the scend of . his labours, in Lucea, to his heavenly
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rest and reward. Qoon after, Mr. Bromley, of the same
mission, located at,8t. Ann’s Bay, was informed by the
committce of their. purpose to withdraw their agency
from Jamaica. This led Mr. Bromley to fegotiate
with Mr. Burchell the trarsfer of the atation, who lost
no time in informing Mr, D) er of the overture. He -
thus writes :— 2

“« Montego Hay, October 9, 1828,

“ In compliance with his instructions, Mr, Bromley has-proposed
giving up to us St. Ann's Bay and Ccho Rios. Knowing them to
be interesting and important stations in themselves, and advan-
tageously situated for our mesion in general, 1 sent for brother
Knibb from Savanna-la-Mar by expresslo meet brethren. Bromley
and Mann at this place, We met ; but, considering the business of
much importance, we hesitated to take any decisive step ourselves;
and agreed, therefore, to write to Mr. Coulirt and other brethren,
invithg them to meet us at St. Ann’s in the course of next week.
Their engagements not permitting them to leave home, brother
Knibb went to Pott Maria and Aunatto Bay, to consult with as
many of them as he could see. Mr. Coultart urges us, by letter,
to sccure the stations if possible; Dr. Prince,* resident ncar
Annatto Bay, bids us by no means hesitate, and promises us £50
towards the expenses of the undertaking. Consequently brother
Knibb and myself have agreed to purchase the premises—a good
substantinl house, newly shingled and ceiled, heautifully situated,
and measuring sixty-seven feet by forty. The church consists of a
hundred and forty members, and seven hundred inquirers, hoing
the results of Mr, Bromley’s exertions within the last «%0 yeass.
This arrangement witl, T doubt not, fully meet the approbation of
our soeiety ; and sure I am that, under sych cir%umstnnces, the
committee. ‘¢annot hesitate to send out immediately a zealous and
enterprising missionary to occupy the statiop.”

Towards the furtherance of this objeet he_ proposed
to make a considerable pecuniary advance, on the most
gencrous, terms fo’t he had devoted, not merely hxm~ .

. Hote mﬂv of the Afrionn migsion. PRI
. i .
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self, but his all, to the service of his adoiuble Lord
and Saviouwr. To see the cuuse of heavenly truth and
mercy prosper, to witness the extension of Christ's
kingdoni umong the swarthy population of this heau.
tiful island, was to him ansoccasion of far purer, and
not less exultant joy, than was the diseovery of it to
Columbus, No opportunity, therefore, of occupying
new ground did he willingly let slip; and, knowing
that a fresh outpost would givé additional strength to
the general line of position, he gladly availed himsel
of every point in advance which the providence ot
God placed within his reach.

Aboui the same tjme he found himself suddenly
involved in a more serious affair, in consequence of
the proprictors of (rooked Spring having resolved on
building some ncwWhworke on the estate. The carrying
out of this desian led to the demolition of the premises
in whicli divine worship had been hitherto condueted.
A new site was securgd in Spencer’s Mountain, hence-
forth to be denominated Salter’s Hill, in compliment
to a gentleman of the commitiee who had etvinced «
lively intcrest in the misson. The new structure, in
order to meet the necessities of an ever augmenting
attendanse, was 1o measure eighry feet by fifty.  The
ergergency, however, took Mr, Burchell utterly uu-
plrh'&’. as he had not a fivepence in hund. 1o com.
municating with Mr. Dyer, he disinterestedly proposed
to advance 1‘500 »of his own, free of interest, to be
repaid as circumstances would permit, providing any
six gentlemen ina¥ingland would agvance £100 cach,
for the term of thrgc years, and bearing five per
cent. interest, for which he would furnish the necdful
guaranty. To this he was animated by the flourishing
aspeet of spiritual affairs. * The church,” he says, I
have never known in 8 more interesting state.”” The
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wark was commenced ; and cheerfully did he abide by
his own proposul to advance £500 without interest.
But, to meet the claims of the, tradesmen employed,
he wad compelled to borrow, on his own responsibility,
of partics in Jamaica, at « high rate of iuterest; no
one of the committee, or of their friends, being dis-
posed to risk anything on such a class of property or
kind of sccurity.

On the 12th of Decémber, an instalment of addi-
tional ageney arrived out by the Garfand (frove, in the
person of Rev. William W. Cantlow, who received
u most cordial welcome. He was accompanied by
Messis. 8. Nichols and J. Clarke, who, under the
dircetion of the commitice, proceeded to occupy posi-
tions and to exercise their ministry i the castern part
of the island; the former at Port ]‘yal, the laiter at
Manchioncel.  About two months after, hgwever, Mr.
Nichols returncd to the west. to undertake the respon-
«bilitics of St. Ann's Bay and Ocho Rios.  Mr, Cant-
low, agrecably to arrangement, at once settled down at
Salter’s Hill, thus putting Mr. Buichell at libeity to
direct his attention to some new locality. At the time
this station passed into the hands of its new pustor,
there were six hundred and forty-two members in the
fellowship of the church, and moie than twelve hyw-
dred inquirers. On the 27th of the same mouwth, the
first stone of the new chapel was luid. On this
occasion Mr. Cantlow delivered an eddress, and Mr.
Burchell offered prayer; Messrsd Knibb, Kingdon,
Whitehorue, and Abbott, luking 8%er parts i the
service. ‘The novelly of the occdgrence, the beauty of
the site, the romantic character of the surrounding
scencry, the number, of people assembled, the jubilant
song of praise, and the buoyancy of hope in looking
on to the futdre, and apticipating the spiritual results

n2 -
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of the undertaking, all conspired to give thrilling in.
terest to that hour.

In the inscrutable providence,of God, the joys
awakened by this strongthening of the imissionary
cause in ont direction wgs but preliminary to the
sorrows of bercavement fn another. Unexpectedly
toall, and at a time when his services could be ill
dispensed with, Mr. Burchell's affectionate and inde
fatigable coadjutor, the Rev. Jémes Mann, finished his
ministzy, and entered into the joy of his Lord. Fal
mouth had been the prineipal sphere of hiy uctivity
but, with untiring zcal, he proscented his itinerant
labours*in various directions in the adjacency of that
town. vaollfng on horseback, he was overtuken
with rain: fever supersened; urtd on Wednesday, the
15th of February@1830. his valnable life tcrminated
The follo\s"'ing letter 10 Mr. Dyer, annoum-ing' the
event, is cqually honourable to the deceased and fo
the surviving friend. |

“ Montryo Bay, March Hth, 1830

“ You w Il hear, hy thi pack. t, of the death of our dear brother
Mann,  Our heasenlv Fathee has seen fit, m Ins jrovidence, to
dimmsh our httle und our lappy dircle, and to take trom us, to
lus own home, one whom we loved, aud with whom we often toal
sweet counsel  We dure not dispute either the widom or the
nesy of God m thw afflictive and pa dispensation ; but we

feel 1t most deeply. As a society, you WeeR lost one of your mout
dmnterested agd devoted musmonaries.  Ae brethiren, we have sus
tained an wreparable foss.  He was « good man ; an indefatigable
missionary ; 8 hind frerpl ; and an unussuming servant of our Lord
Jesus Clirist.  Very fi¢ missivnaries have laboured so much and
s0 suceessfully, n 8o shorta period, a8 our Lear hrother ; his soul
was wholly absorbed n t8e cause of*the mission aud of Chyist: to
promote that he lived, and lahoured, and died. Hé Wus hent on
the work of the Lord, and to that he made all tither things sub
servient, I duty cnlled, neither distancey difliculties, nor futigue,
would deter him : he must be at his post. If there appeared a
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favourable oprning in Providence to sxtend the kingdom of the
Redeewmer, he never hesitated as to his duty ; there he was found,
tho heruld of mercy, proclaiming the tidings of the crest.  In his
zenl heswas influenced by the best of matives —a desite to promote
the-glory of his divine Master. Jle was far from being ambitious
of a name, or of worldly applaust; he never magnificd his labours, .
or his succusses; he sought an approving comscience and aneap-
proving God,  Very few, except these immediately connected with
him, arc aware of his excrtions, his fatigues, anid hus sacrifices,  His
pleasure consisted, not in thé enjoyment of pereonnl ease, but in
iahours to extend the Redevmer® kingdmn. ¢ Ife was € hurning
and « shining light When the last enemy assuiled him, 1t found
hun at his post in the discharge of his duties.

*Tranquil amidet alnrm=
1t fuund ham on the ficld ;
A veteran stumbering on hiv arms,
Beneath Ine red-crons shicld

*His sword was 1 bin hand®
Sull warm with 1econt fight ;
Ready that motnent, at command,
Thiough roek and steel to cnue

« Sundny, the 7th of February, he preachal st Stewart'’s Town,
whence he proceeded to Oxford tstate on Tues v, and pregched
there in the evening,  About midnisht, o1 eavly the next moming,
he was atincked with ayue, which was sueecedd by fever.  Thurs-
day, hoe had another attock.  Friday, he sent to me, stating his
medisporition ; adding, he thought he was in the way of recovery,
but that he wished brother Cantlow might supply his place at
Falmouth, Fcaring his sickneas was severer than he supposc 0T
sent 4l eXpross on §nturduy morning, begging him, 1f%he fover
aguan returned, 1o let me know by another eapregs, and 1 would
hasten to hun after morning serviee on Sunday.  1lowever, I beard
no more until Ménday afternoon, when, ngeompauicd by brethren
Knibb and Cantlow, 1 started far Fabnoyth; from whence Mr.
Knibh and myself profeuded, o little after Ridmght, to Cumbridge
vdtate, where he then was, whon we Sand himn something better
than we feared. Little did I think he was 80 near his heaveniy
home. The day-before he died, he opened his mind very fivelyto
me, nor shall [ ever forget the heart-afiecting intervigv. On ask-
ing him how hg folt, he snid, ¢ 1 have no ecstasy, but I have no
fear. I think I have o good hope. I feel 1 have a rolid hope;
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my hope ir founded on the atoncment, the precious atonement of
Christ. 1 feel T have no merit of my own, nothing on which 1 cun
lean, nothing on which to trust ; the merity and atonsment of Christ
are my hope.’ He was very tranquil and composed : dear, fellvw !
I shall never lose the remembrance of the patting svene. In the
evening 1 asked him how he was, und whether he was willmg we
shonld procced to St. Ann's, where engagements called ux. e
rephed, ¢ Brother Burchell, it i your duty to gn; yo must da your
duty; but, if brother Cantlow ¢an remain. I should hike it—T should
like a brother to be with me.” llere you see him in deuth, what be
wan in li{e—he would never neglect duty.

“ Death has thus intruded into our small miksivnary family m
this part of the island. We have heen n happy and united faumly ;
we have generully consulted each other in our concerns,—~in most
cancs of ‘church diwuphine, and in every wstance where we have
attempted to eatend the Redvemer’s cause. We have had very
hard work; but we have enjoyed peace among oumelves, The
addition of hother Kgabb to our number we felt to be an gddition
to our comfort. He is a brother of & hindred spimt, and we imiled
hin among us: ance he has been with us, we have heen Increns-
ingly happy and umited ; we have felt a common interest i vach
other, and m each other’s statwns, and m all public concerns we
have met and prayed md consilted together. We gladly wel-
conzed brother Cantlow to owr shores and to our umon, and rejoiced
on the arrival of so friendly and devoted a brother, hittle expedting
our happiness was 8o «oon to be mterrupted,  Our first sociul quar-
terly mimaionary meeting was held at Montege Bay, on the 2nd,
3rd, and 4th of February ; on the evenmg of the last day, our dear
hrother Mann fimshed his addresses in that chapel.

% As it cannot he doubted that he has fallen a vitim to his
immense ¢xertions, 1 do sincerely trust you will not allow other
lives to be sacrficed by the least unnecessary delay, In my former
letters I have repeatedlly told you what vhust be the consequences
of too long delay: tluﬂngh I little expected that brother Mann
would be the fint, & you could come an{ seo, or if some of the
committee had hut to go {Krough oug, labours for threc months, our
appeal would never again remain so long unnoticed. 1lad hrother
Cantlow hean sent forthwith, after the missionary mectings, it fs very
likely, (humanly speaking,) brother Marfa would have been still
with us, Mt the weight of a straw upon a gamel’s back, beyond
what he is capable of bearing, will press him dows,” .
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The death of Mr. Mann rendered necessary some
fresh arrangements in favour of Falmouth, now left
destitute. The chureh there, comprising rather more
than &ix hundred members, turned their attention to
Mr. Knibb, and gave hin® a unanimous invitation to

hécome their pastor. At Mr. Burchell's suggestjon,

a meeting was convened, over which he prenided.
Having endeavoured, ip an address replete with prac-
tical wisdom and affectionate fidelity, to impress the
minds of all present with the importunce of being
influenced by pure motives, he submitted the choice of
the new pastor to the vote. 1 never saw sach a
~cene before,” he writes.  *“ Thes whole church. 1o an
individual, simultancously rose, holding up both hands,
and then burst into {fears My feclings were overcome,
and,Y wept with them.  This, I said, is truly the Lord’s
doing. Iad you and the committee been present, I
think you would have achnowledged that the path of
providence is ¢lear and plain, and would have raid to
brother Knibb, * Go thou, and the Lovd be with thee!'”
The apiritual relation between minister and people,
thus auspiciously commenced, wasg cemented by time;
and, unobserved as it may have been by the greai and
busy world, was destined, through a long series of
years, to teem with consequences most benign in thwir
aspeet on the social and religious conditio® of the
ucgro population, and of sufficient mggnitude and
notoriety to challenge a 1ccord on #he page of Dritish
history. Savanna-la-Mar and Ridkeland, thus vacated,
wege subscquently placed under tis® care of the Res.
Francis Gutdner, who wrived of « few mouths later.
To strengthen the hands and encourage the heart
of the new pastor,at Falmouth, the third anniverssry
of the association was cclebrated among *his friends
und flock if the Faster week ensuing. Mr. Burchell
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was chosen to the officc of moderator. In addition to
the discharge of its onerous dutics, he was requested
to oceupy the pulpit on the Lord's day. The subject
of Lis morning’s discourse was, the naturc and obliga-
tions of the eucharist, foufided on 1 Corinthians xi.
‘2426 Tnthe afternobn, that touohing and insiructive
institute was observed, on which occasion Mr. Coultart
presided; at the close of which, Mr. Burchell again
preached, taking for his theme, love to Christ evidenced
by obedience to his will, John xiv. 21. 'The season
was altogether one of ricl interest and pleasure, calling
into exercise the noblest prineiples and affections by
which Christian disciples can be animated.

This pcriod of our wmissionary’s life was one of
extraordinuy activity, evincing o burning zeal for the
glory of the Saviour, and melting compassion for, the
souls of men. As ever undep the glance of his
Master's eyve, and with the solemnitics of the final
judgment m prospect, e spered no toil, and withheld
no energy, which could wdvamce the object so dear to
his heart.  He would seem to have set before himself
the principle of the ancient Roman:

# Nl aetttm reputans dum qaid superesset agendan.”

Nk was it with the design of admiring, but mthcr of
wting #pon it. He was “instant in season, out of
scason, alwags abounding in the work of the Lord.”
The following anmouncement, thercfore, does not lake
us by sarprise. “ Edcouraging openings have appeared
for extending thewkause of our Saviqur, and we have
endeavonred 1o improg® them, A house has been hired
at Putney,*® about eighteen iles from the Bay; in the
viginity of which plice there are about a thousand
persons connected with and attachcd to us, besides
# Since namod Shortwood, 8so page 6.
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many others who are anxious to be tanght the way
of salvation. But the numerous public dutics of one
minister, aiid the frequent journeys he is necessitated
to undertake, disable him from paying that attention
to the perishing multitude which their eircumstances
demand.” Nor was this the only announcemgpt of
the kind, as we lcarn from the following letter to M.
Dyer.

“ Qurney's Mount, May'7, 1830,

“ Lat year, in conscquence of frequent sickness, and the heavy
expenses mcum-d in taking lodgings for change of air, I was mdueed
to seek a mountain remdence ; where ,at the same tithe I songht
recruited health, T could preach to the people who live at so grenl
a distance from the Bav. Shepherd’s Hall, winch 1 have since’
talled Gurney’s Mount, about wateen miles distant froa town, was
offred to me. Tt s very healthy, and here 1 hope much good will
be done. For some time I came Iuther and preached on the
Saturday, returning to the Bay for Sunday ; but, this year, 1 bave
preached on the Sunday, so often as it has been in my power, to an
average congregation of five hyndred persons. 1 am now engaged
in fitting up the house with pews und benches for a chapel. On
the 21st of March, I formed u church here, which, 1 trast, will be
nournshed by the Spirit of enr God. It comprised seventy-four
membern; forty-seven of which were dismissed frum the Bay, and
twenty-seven were baptized the samne day.  The reason why I have
not spoken of this place hefure, is, an unwillingness to m}“
stations Hefore they nctually have an existence. I havg,bem given
to understand that peraccution is about to commence here, and
that next Sunday we are to e interrupted by & bihd of megistrates
and constables. But J shall disappoint their malice by preaching
at Lucea; and then apply for legal sdglce, how best to proceed
here. .

“Respecting our lubuum and neej.of auuhnoe. I may say, 1
mottrn, but do not repine.’, The death of dear brother Mann, and
the sickness of brothcr Cantlow, are circumstances above yowe
cuntml; but they are distressing to us. My journeys have averdged,
“for the last twolve weeks, ino hundred miles per wedk ; and, during
the couxse of fen months, I have travelled more then three thousand

. ns
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miles; ® which, in this climate, and 1 such roads, without the con-
venience of Englwh coaches, is very distressing. Scarcely am I at
home for twenty-four honrs together. Wearied in' hody, harassed i1n
mind, seldom in the family circle, sclilom’ with my church, and
ceasclersly enposed to persecution in some form or other, * The
burden ix greater than T can hear’d By the last packet 1 reccived
& pleasing and uggent invitation from a large baptist church in the
Unitfu States, to huconie thowr pastor.  And were it not that it
would have had the appearance of flecing i the day of trouble,
and of shrinking m the time of affietion and toil, 1t 8 not impos-
sihle that my present letter may have been dated from another
countrs  1n vain do vou ash me, Why do so much? or say that.
Tt is not roquued of me.  Here are gouls hungering for the hread
of life, or ¢ perishing for lack of knowledge ;” and I dore not impowe
a restraint wpon mysell,” )

* While the missionaties were devoting themselves,
with patient assiduity and generous self-sacrifice, to
the spiritual welfare of their flocks, and of the TS
rounding population, the colonists were little  less
active in endeavouring to obsfruet their movements
and to thwart their designs  Pelty annoyances, of
almost evéry kind, were practised by individuals in
their severul spheres ot residence or influence; while
the floor of the house of assembly was constituted
an arena of fierer debates and malignant polities. The
Consolidated Slave Law wus enacted a third time, with
an"ﬂ!crea:cd stringencey in some of its provisions ; thus
hespeaking relentlessness of spirit, and a determination
to carry their® purposcs into effect worthy of a better

¢ A getfleman, who know ‘Mr. Burchell, and bad beon engmusant of his
activity, on commng to EngyAd by packat, landod atealmonth. Dartug bis
short sojourn there, the writer wagaccidentally thrown into lus socioty. Con-
vermation led (o Jamaiea, when €he gentlaman stated that, at this time, the
missionary kept five or alx horsew, but that hé nover gaw animals wotked to
nuch ehadows, 1f was a wonder, huth to himsell and to others, bow the rider
wan Fole to sustain such labours. Ty testimony whs the more valuable, e
{* was perfectly diwinterested ; the deponsnt taking uﬂ"]l Should be known
thnt be bad no pdrsonal acquaintauos with the ndssionary. *
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vanse. Mr. Burchell, communicating with the secretary
at home, thus refers tu the subject :

“ Montego Bay, Febrvary 5, 1830.

"% The Stave Till has passed. gren with its rentrictive clauses ; and
we huve hemid that the clause respecting night meetings is worse
cven than before, limiung us to aix mstend of eight o’clock the
evening. It is to come into operation on the 18t of August next;
unleas, prior to that date, it shall have been disallowed by the
govermment st home, We have no mery to pred if it be
sanetioned 5 and, if once sanctioned, it will never be n'ponled 80
long aw slavery exists.  The commttee, therefure, will at once see
it to he their duty to prevent, ' possible, the passing of this bill ;
by applymg to government, and asccrtmming their mtentions ; also
by petitioning them, and cspecindly pahament, against it. You
will ohserve, however, with much pleasure, that Mr. Marshall, *
chairman of the *svctarian commmttee,” and Mr. Batty, o meuber
of it, and the framer of the faw, opprosed the restictive claases us
they uow stand in the late assembly 5 and that, thoush they were
warnied, it was by a narrow migjority of six only. The governor, it
i~ saud, has signed it.”

It was*not likely, howtver, after the luminous and
explicit declarations on this point which had been
made by the then colonial secietary, Sir George Murray,
and his predecessor in office, that the gentlemen in
Downing Street would abandon the ground they had
~o deliberately taken, and stultify all their prol‘ess?mf
and principles, by ratifying this vote of the®house of
agsembly. The act was, consequently, again dis-
allowed, to be passed finally withsut the persecuting
clauses, To the enlightencd hbcmhty und unyiclding
firmness of the Britich govcmmenx'(»hmtwn mission-
ary institutions at home, togeth$g with their agents and
churches abrond, were thus laid under deep obliga-
tions. * .

This was not ahe only source of anxioty'during the
year 1830, * Local grievances were added to genesal,

0
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nnes, and contributed their quota to the filling up of
that “ cup of wixture” of which the sectarian minister,
at once hated and dreaded, had to drink, The parish
of 8t. James, in which the town of Montego Hay is
situated, would fain imitate fertain parties.

m Y Dressed 10 a litle brief suthority,”

on the Surrey side of the Thames; and who cndea-
voured, some fiftecn or twenty years before, to establish
a precedent for taxing dissenting places of worship by
assessing the Rev. Rowland Hill's chapel. The
building which had been fitted up by Mr. Burchell for
the purposes of public worship, was accordingly
assessed to the amount of £21 18s. 4d. per annum, in
“addition to what he was alrcady paying for the part of
it occupicd as a residence. That he should comply
with so unjust a demand, was scarcely o be expecied
from a person of his infleaibility. He thus refers to
the subject in a letter to Mr. Dyer:

“ Montego Bay, clober*28, 1830,

% Mr. Guthiie, colleeting constable, has just called upon me,
respecting the tax proposcd to be levied on the chapel. T have, of
soursc, refused payment. e has intimated his desire nat to seize,
untit [ hem fromn you m reply to mune of September 8th 3 hoping,
* sggsume, that you will direct me to dischurge the demand. But,
my dear sir, do not atlow yourself to fear difficultivs; rather make
wvery effort to defeut the design. Mr, Guthric distinetly stated
that, if the veslry succeed in ths instance, the tax will most
probably he renewed every year, and be followed up in every other
part of the island. As I lwfore ohscrved, the collecting constable
is & gentlemanly kind ¥ man, and will not praceed in a needlessly
offensive manner agqinst me: but thenm, seize he must. These
attompts at oppression must not be concéaled, however ; but should
be published from ¢ Dan to Beersheba.” They are, not only very
vexflious and annoying to us, but occasion much abuse. Still, they
will be produefive of good, if you will but takebdvautage of them.

“T have some thonghts of coning home next year; and if 1 do,
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Il tell o tale. Sluvery! Accursed slavery ! That infernal
nvstem ! From my iumost sonl T detest and ahtorit! I am tired
of living in its mdat ; though I sincerely love the work in which 1
am engaged "

"The expeetation of sepzure expressed above, wns
realized in the course of time; the opportunily of
marqng the comfort and insulting the feelings of the
missionary was too good to be thrown away, Ac-
cordingly, the *lovers of darkness rather than light,”
as if to give emphasis to this inspired designafion, and
to show how fully they answered to it, tnok possession
of his chapel latps, and bore them away in triumph.
But, if thus “ persecuted he was mot forsaken.” He was
cheered with tokens of the divine favour, and the.
blessing of God coutinued to re<t in ample measure on
biy Jabours. Baptism after baptism took placo, and
the piety of the church advanced in intclligence and
vigour.

The first week of April, 1831, witnessed a series of
delightful services, held® partly in Falmouth, and
partly in Montego Bay, at which all the missionary
bretiren, with one exception, were present. The
letters from their respeetive churches reported a clear
inerease of nearly two thousand members in the course
of the preceding year. Additional intcrest way throme?”
into this association, by the ordination of Messrs. W.
Whitechorne and TMomas F. Abbott. The former, a
native of Jamuica, was set apart to the work of the
ministry at Falmouth, on Friddy, the lst of April.
He had been educated in the lawse on his conversion,
he determincd to cnter the chtigch. ,With that view,
he went to reside with a clergyman; but, while
pursuing his' theolpgical studies, he became convinged
of the propriety of belicvers’ baptism by' immersion,
The latter; who had sought a residerite 'in & warm
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elime in the hope of countoracting consumptive
tendencies, wal ordained at Montego Buy, on Monday
the 4th. Pmor to leaving England, his attention had
been directed to the Chrstian ministry; lat faling
henlth had prevented his entering the baptist eollege
Brigtol. to which he had been commended by the
church m Taunton. Kinding the climate favonjable,
he first cmbarked in commercinl engagements, which
he subscquently 1elinquished for the toils and re-
roat he< of a missionary  In cach other’s society, and
wa these dehghtful oecupations, the sssembled brethren
forgot for a season thewr vaiious anaicties and tuals.
ind gav¢ free indulgonce to Christian sympathy snd
- holy joy
On the dcath of Mi. Alsopp.* agent of the General
Baptist Miswion, Luccy, and 1ts subordinate statjon
theen Idand, were left without a pastor for some
vonsiderable time  Mr. Burchell, however, kept his
.eyc on these places, ant sighed for the arrival of the
hour when they should br again occupied.  In a letter
to Mr. Dyer, addres-ed from Gurney’s Mount, and
dated May 7. 1830, he thus urges the adoption of
Lucca:—* A moic interesting <tation cannol be pre-
gented to your notice. If intenve thnst for religions
s sruction, it the numhbers of such as are desirous of
it, and tk¢ prospect of extensive usefulness, me any
evidence of providential leading¢, then the pmth of
Providencc is cleat in reference to this place,”  Again,
wnder date of Deccrfiber 21st, of the same year, he
says, * Do not foxget the poor peopde at Lucea and
(ireen Island  Two théucand souls possess no small
claim!”’  Af length the hour arrived when this claim
wig to be responded to; and Mr. Abbott, immediately
after his ordination, proceeded to take charge of these

* Soo page 144,
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two stations, in which he continued to labour with
encouraging success till the close of. the year 1831,

But the time wns rapidly approaching when Mr.
Burchell should be withdrawn, for a season, from the
exciting scenes of the Weat Indics. Under his heavy
labours and manifold anxieties his constitution Lggan
rapidly to give way. At one period he had thought of
relinquishing his charge of the Bay church, and taking
up a permanent residence af Gnrney’s Mount. with a
view to labouring in the mountains, where he might
Lreathe a enoler and more invigorating atmosphere.
My lungs (he wrote) are slmost destroyed: and,
though only thirty-one years of age, I am as much
debilitated by seven yeors' residence and labour in
Jamaica, as many ministers are in England after the
labagir of thirty.” Dut events gave another and some-
what sudden furn to his intentions. and led him to
think of erossing the Atlantic. Accordingly, in the
carly part of the month of May,ehe went on board the
ship Nottingham, accompifnied by Mis. Burchell and
daughter. After having been two months ont at sea,
he bad an opporfunity of announding to Mr. Dyer his
near approach to his mative soil: which he did in &
letter, datod——

“ Ship Notingham, St. Gearge's Lhannel,
July 9, 1831.

“ Before this reaches you, you will have yoceived a letter from
me; dnted Montego Bayv, stutuig the srobalilty of my again
viuting 1y npative country. After setious deliberation I wns led,
on the week followitf, to take the decis® stop. The excessive
dehulity of my whole «ystem, from which 1 .was suffering much,
eapeciully during the smummer months, and which principally arose
trom my undue proportion of Iabours, protracted too long,
it abuolutely necestary that I should recruit by means,of yelaxation,
4nd & temporary yeéurn to u cooler clime. Since yonmencing the
voyage I have inproved so much, that I cannot but think T haye
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fahen the mensute which will most promote the interests of the
mignon m which 1 am engaged. My heart, however, in often
vartied hack to the scene of my much-laved employ, and to 1oy
poor people, not without deep regret for 8o long n & paratim, and
with earnest desire for the moment when I shiall agan be m therr
nadst, ¢ holdwg forth the wond of Hife.’

Mr. Burchell arrived a Liverpool in the evoning of
Friday, July 15th  On the following Lotd's day he
preached in Lime Strcet chapel, for the Rev. James
Lister: nov was the word preached in vlin. There
was one, at least, to whom it proved the message of
mercy,—the  power af (iod unto salvation;™ who
afterwards became n honourable member of the
church in the <ame placc, and has recently gone to the
fellowship of ** the general assembly and church of the
first-born, which are written in heaven
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CHAPTER VII

MR, mrns!.*s LADOURS IN ENGLAND-—PLAN OF CHOURCH GOVERN-
MENT ADOPTED AT MONTEGO BAY— CHARGES OF LAXITY or
DISCIPLINE—THE ADMISSION TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP DEFENDED
—~MANUMISSION OF TROMAS WILLIAMS,

.

Vairrous circumstances concurred to render Mr.
Burchell's visit to this country expedient. In addition
‘0 the state of his health, which demanded immediate
-ttention, he felt it necessary to confer in person with
the committee on the affairs of that part of the mission
with which he was connected, anfl to arrange with them
the increase of ministerial agency, together with the
establishment of a school at Montego Bay, &c. These
several and important matters obliged him to spend
part of his time in London, whither he immediately
repaired; and where, as well as in the country, he
endeavoured to serve, in every possible way, the cause’
80 dear to his heart. Norfolk, and other pafts of the
‘kingdom, were visited by him in vapid sudcession ; and
cheerfully responded to the appea] he made on behalf
of the swarthy and suffering population of his adapted.

‘home:_ " #® e .

" The slanders, however, whith had. been so in-
dustriously, circulated . against him and his, fellow
labourérs, by means” of the . colenial press, - had
gradually found their way to this' country; ¥nd, as
might be expected, in some .instanges hal oreated
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prejudices in the public mind. This was tLe case,
not onlp with petsons whose interests bound them to
the West Indian party in a politicak or mercantile pomt
of view, but also with some whose religious character
ought to have raised therr above the rcach of un-
generous suspicion, and to have rendered them
inaccessible to every other feeling than that of
fraternal sympathy and confidence

The peculiar circumstances of the missionary, and
cspecially the ever and 1apidly augmenting %umber& of
the converts, had led him, in common with others, to
adopt plans for their supervision as church members
and the gencial manag,cment of their aflairs, unfamiliar
to this country. Although in perfect heeping with the
spirit of the New Testament discipline, these were re-
garded with some degree of jealousy, and were allowed,
hy othcrwise woithy persons, to warp their judgment.
This led the committee to 1equest that he would draw
ap a detailed statement of the course he pursued in
the goveinment of the people under his care. With
this he compligd, and in such a spirit of modesty and
candour, as must have satisfied the sciuples of the
most cautiouny, and 1a1scil him in the esteem of all who
could appreciate moral worth and integrity  As the
Taeument, addiessed to the secretary, places us behind
the sceneg, and allows us to see the writer laying his
plans, and then carrying them out by the best meuns
at his command,—thus giving ue, in connection with
the preceding nanatie, a complcte view of the in-
ternal and eatern ' mechanism of *he church over
whith he presided.—w shall inse1t the more material
portions of it. And if this should iuvolve the repeti-
tion of two or three particulars alrcady tecorded, the
‘reader gill know how to excuse the introduction of
them for *he sake of their connection.
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% When T left Jumnien, there were in full communion with the
church at Montego Bay sixteen hundred members ; '3 in addition to
whom there were also ahout three thousand persons, whom we de-
signatg inquirers. Many of these reside in the town; hut very
mgny more reside in the country, at from one to twenty miles’
distance. At Montego Buy th e is service only overy alternate
sabbath, when I am engaged with the people from six o’clock in
the morning until cight in the evening, with very little iuteruasion.
During the week, one evenmg is spent with the ehurch for prayer,
or sume other religious purpose. Another is spent in public wor-
ship. T'wo other. are devoted (as often us is in my power) to

wmeeting the inquirers who reside on the Bay, in onder to converse
with and instruct {hem ; (though since the death of our limented
brother Mann, my public duticx have grently interfered with this
department of labour ;) and two ar three hours are empivyed overy
day, when at home,,in personal interviews with members, inquirers,
and candidates for imptlsm an also with the leaders and deacous on
matters connected with the church ; hesides the time spent in pas
torad visits to the members and the sick,

% Every alternate sabbath is occupied in aftending to the duties
of the church at Gumey’s Mount, or Shortwood, or some other
place. In addition to this, 1 frequently go into the country to
preach in the interior, at fifteen or twenty miles’ distance; and,
until lately, T had to supply other places at thirty or even thirty-
five miles’ distance : so that when 1 inform you that Jast ycar only,
for thirlcen successive weeks, T journcyed at an average of one
hundred and three miles per weck on the affairs of the mission,
and during ten months travelled three thousand one hundred
miles, you will he convinced that my toils were not inconsiderable
especially if you keep in mind the climate, and that there are no
public means of conveyance.

“In consequence of the number of persons céhnected with us,
feattered over a space of mauny miles, 1 adopted the plan of
e’mploymg approved individuals united to the church, as ¢leaders’
or ¢active membem,” and divided the pv sple into classes, to be
superintended by them. To the merabers T give tickels, which are
renewed querterly so long as they conduct themselves becoming
the gospel. These tickets are required to be produced iv the
chapel on those sabbaths when the Lord’s supper is administored,
when the deacony and myself go round and exnwile th#n, to see
that no individual is present but regulay and approve‘d members :
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the propriety of this plan is obvious, as by its means I have fre-
quently detected improper characters who had intruded themsclves
at the table.

“ Po the inquirers also I give tickets, (dxﬂ'(-rmg from those of the
members,) when their name und residence are inscerted in & book
hept for that purpose. The Jeade is required to visit the people
under hia care as often as may be in his power, to converse with
thcnf, and inquire respecting them ; when Le has to give an account
of the sume to me, and observations e matle in the inquirer’s
hook of any person concerning whom he may report, whether good
orbad. fin these oceasions, the tickets of the persons who are
reported are brought, so ns to afford me un opportunity of con-
versing with the partics whose names they bear, on their applica-
tion for them, which arc then retuined or wtumed, s the nature of
the case may require.

., “Under this system, therefore, T am enabled.to ncquire a general
and pretty correet knowledge of this lnrge body of people, which
eopuld not be the case, but bv ohserving some such method. In-
deed, 1 have no doubt hut that, under this system, I have a batter
acquaintance with the churacter and habits of the members of this
chureh and congregation, consisting of above four thousand indivi-
dunls, than 1 conld of a ehupeh of one fowth of that number upon
the general plan pursued by ministers in England,  The ticket sys-
tem T consider necessary also, to prevent designing and evil-disposed
persons imposing upon the people.  Attempts of this kind have
heen made, for various purposes; but, as an individual (if he ap-
puar under the mask of religion) is requested to produce his ticket
as an evidence of his membership, he ia at once detected, and his

~aprpose defeated hefore he ean accomplish any evil,  With these
titkets, alsy. ift properly acquired, memhers and inquirers, if jour-
neying, are n-ccxved and entertained by their fellow Chnstians,
though before p:-ruon.nlly unknown ; as also by any of our ministers,
in nv purt of the islund.”

It having been e ‘oncously supposesl and stated that
the * tickets”* describeé in the foregoing paragraphs
were sold to the negroes, the writer proceeds to show,
at Jength, that there is no real and necesbary connec-
tion whatever between their issuc and the payment of
the smallo voluntary subscriptions made, whether by
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members of the church or by others. Nothing could
afford the shadow of a ground for such a charge, but
the unavoidable neccssity of managing both at the
same ‘time. The testimony which closes his observa-
tions on this subject will be regarded as decisive by
every candid reader.

“ If the amount of subscriptions be' the ground of objection, §
remark, believing pecuniary contributions to be a scriptural duty,
1 have reccommended it accordingly, and propesed the myn of ten-
pence currency (sixpence sterling) per quatter, (only a half-penny
per week,) as an average subsciiption; helieving it to be in the
power of most persons to contribute that amount. Stilly the
subscriptions must be voluntary ; and ifs bemg withheld or given
neither confers a favour nor proves a disadvantage to the individual
in his connection with the church. A great number connected with
the church do‘not coutribute at all; a considerable number, also,
receiwe quarterly assistance, which is given them when their tickets
are renewed, for the same reason as is stated for receiving the sub-
seriptions at that period, viz., to economize time and prevent con-
fusion ; as it must be observed, and horne in mind, that full two
thousand of our congregation regide at several miles’ distance from
the Bay, and that these persons have only the sabbath when it js
possible for them to have any mterview with the minister. In
addition to the number of those who do not contribute. and those
who reccive quarterly assistance, there 18 a great proportion of
those left who contribute but one of the propused subscnptions per
annum, others but two, others three, and but’few, in comparison
four; so that I do not receive, upon an average, per Annum, above
half of the sum recommended.

“ On the subject connected with the tickets, 1 hid the following
conversation with Mr, ‘W. Whitehorne, a sative gentleman, for-
merly en‘aged in the profession of the®law; but who, since his
conversion and baptjpm, huas been united pth us in the mission.
I said, ¢ Sir, you recollect what were xour views respecting us, and
your objectiors against our proceedings? when you had no respect
for religion. You havp since had an opportunity of seeing and
becoming ucquainted vith all our proccedings. What are yvur
present views?! Have you discovered anything ebjectionnble 2
And can yos suggest any improvement?’ He replied, that he
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had seriously considered the subject, especinlly as connected with
the tickets; and had thought it desirable, in order to remove the
ahjcetions raised by our opponents, to a.ttond to the tickets and
subscriptions at distinet periods ;— le bad visited several of our
stations, and considered that this was practicable in small church'es,
but utterly impracticable in larg~ ones. As, therefore, he con-
sidered the opposition against us and our plans to arise from the
positivé"lind decp-rooted enmity felt against religion altogether, he
concluded that our obvious duty was to pursue our present course,’
to correct uny cvils that may come under our notice, and, acting as
in the sight of Gud, to leave the result with him,

“ Mistepreseutation has heen the weapon with which your mis-
sionaries have been long assailed ; and, unhappily for them, very
few have heen the instantes where jndniduals have made any
candid induiry respecting the truth of the statements,  Still, it
will be gratifying to you to know that, in every case (with which

" 1 have any acquuintance) where candid inquiry has been made, the

result has heen most pleasing and satisfactory,  The following is a
case in point. Mr. Abhott, when he left Englund for Jamnica,
was « member of the haptist chweh at Taunton.  Attor his arrival
in the island, his mind hecame so prejudiced against the baptist
brethren, by statemients made to him, that he studiously aveided
our company ; and seldom, if ever, entered within the walls of a
baptist mecting-house, for a period of ahout iwo yeurs. On re-
ceiving a letter from the church at Taunton, making inquicy
whether he was assisting the baptist missionaries, he rcplied in
the negutive, and stated his reasons. The church replied, remon-
strating with him for crediting the reports without making some
anquiries of the missionarics themselves, and directed him to this
part of his duty, With a mind deeply prejudiced he applied to
M. Knibb, who candidly communicated with him, showed him his
books, entered iftto a detail of all vur procecdingy, and gave him an
explanation of cvery subject he proposed ; -and, at the same time,
‘invited him to investigute the subject thoroughly for himself, allow-
ing him access to cver mecting, public or private, affording him
opportunity of witnessing every part of our conduct, and of making
every inquiry he chose of the people themselves. He did 0 : after
which he became so perfectly convineed of the injustice done to .
us, ind of the unkindness of his own conduct, that he made every
apology in hls power, solicited admission into the church, and has
sinco united with us in the labours of the mission,” Yy
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Opponents, however, had not confined themselves to
allogations against the missionaries, but extended them
to their flocks; asserting that if the former were cor-
rupt, -much more so were the latter,—in fact, that
every kind of irregularity was tolerated and practised
amongst them. The apologist refers 1o this topic in
the following terms.

% When first I heard of the charges preferred, and of the abuses
and evils said to exist among our people, T made the strigtest and
most diligent myuiry respecting them ; but, heing unable to dis-
cover any such things in the vicinity of the town where I resided, I
thought prohahly they might be found among those of our congre-
gation who resided ut more remote distroves s and, theréfore, pro-
ceeded to form stations in the intetior of the islangd, so as to hring
the whole of our peaple under my more immediate inspection.

“Under these circumstances [ rented premises at Gurney’s
Mouryg, where a church has heen since formed, and I preach to an
average congregation of six hundred peisons, sixteen miles from the
Bay. At the same time 1 rented other premises at Shortwoad,
cighteen miles distant from the town, to, wluch place T go as fre-
yuently ag 1 have it in 1y power,, Other inland stations have been
thought of, by others of my hrethren, from the same cause: hut,
you must be aware that, with our small uumber of missionaries, it
18 impossible for us to do more than we have alreudy undortaken.

¢ This, however, will prove to you that your missionaries are
neither indifferent to the charges hrought against them, proceeding
from whatever quurter, or from whatever motive,—nor lethargic in
investizating the truth,—nor indifferent to the correction of any
evils they may discover to exist,—nor unconcerned to p.revent the
possibility of their recurrence, The existence of asly evils, among
any of our congregations or members, hus occasioned me and others
of your missionaries as much sincere and Heart-folt grief, a8 it has
afforded heart felt joygo our foes; not hecagee it furnished matter
of triumph to them, but because we age aware that the smiles and
¢goed will of Him who dwelt in the bush’ (for which we are most
concerned) are not to be found in the congregation of the wicked,
nor in the assemblies of ghe decuitful. It is not impossible but that
evils may be found ; but 1 do most solemnly deny any knowledge
of them, T am as‘anxious, as the most rigid disciplinarén can be,
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that the churvh should be pleasing in ¢the eyes of 1}im with whom
we have to do;’ nor should 1 fear the consequences of the most
rigid serutiny, by the most 1igid and captious individual, into the
actual state and personal piety of the chufch under my care. We
have had members of Scotch baptist churches, who have had inter-
course with our members, and copmuned with them at the table of
the Lord, and who have expressed themselves as delighted with
theibi. plicity and sincerity. In conversation with them on church
discipline, 1 have been addressed as follows,—* You have members
in your church as severe in discipline, as any I have ever met with
in any baptist chureh.’

«If a;)y evils or ahbuses are to be found among our people, they
arise not from the negligence or indifference of your missionaties,
but from the inadequacy of their number, the abundant hlessing of
God upoa their exertions, and the inuumernble duties devolving
upon them from this ciréumstance, If this then he the case, of
which I am fully confident, double the number of your mssionaries,
provide an adequate number of places of worship, and the duy will
soon arrive when it will be imposible to discover even the llmduw

of an abuse.”

It had been apprehended by some good people in
this country, that the door of admission into these
migsionary churches was sel open too widely. On
this ground only could they account, in their own
minds, for the large numbers who rcccived baptisn
in token of their discipleship. Aware that such a
suspicion was entcrtained, the writer thus pursues his
“theme.

w

“For your i formation and satisfaction, I will narrate the method
adopted in receiving the candidates for baptism and church-men- .
bership. You will obseive that, from the time they ave reccived

+ aa inquirers, they come under my notice and care. I converse with
them, individually and 1n the ¢ , a8 frequently as is in my power;
and em continually recer\ﬂsg information concerning them, from
their leaders; so that when, they are proposed as candidates, ]
prasess a tolerable knowledge of them. Sull when one is brought
forward, the leader himself is interrogated rcspectlng him ; then, it
he be an oftate slave, inquiry is made of the members whi) reside
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on the same property.  After that, he is examiped by the deacons
and other membems of the church ; and, lastly hy myself. If the
result of this proeess he satisfactory, his name is inserted s a
candidate for baptism, in a hook kept for that purpose. Members
arg now appointed to obtain what information they can respecting
him, 80 that, Lefore he ix baptizgd, he may andergo examinativn
once or twice more, as the case may require.  The nature of our
cxamimation is, to ascertain what lod the candidate first te¥ fiok of
religious concerns—his views of sin—of himself as a sinner —his
danger as a sinmer with respect to futurity— his deserts as a sinner
-—hix views of God—the holiness of God—the justfee of God in
his hatred and punishment of sin—the love of Ged in the gift of
his Son— his views of his own unworthiness—his inability to effect
his own salvation—the way of salvation (on which L dwell)—the
person of Christ—the atonement—the love of Christ—the evidence
he has that he loves Christ—that he is & new creature—his view of
religion—its duties—its holiness, & c.—the effect it has had upon
himsplf—haptism, and the Lord™ supper, &e.

“1§ these poor slaves do not posscss the knowledge of persons at
home, they nevertheless frequently ufford far, more striking and
satisfactory evidence of their genuine conversion than many of their
superiors in knowledge do.  On thix subject 1 can speak with pleas-
my confidence. T have visited many on their dying beds—have
heard their last conversation— been present when their spirits have
flown— and have rejoiced on beholding the nature, simplicity, power,
and purity of the religion of Jesus, I have witnossed the holy
lives and consistent conduct of others for years, amidst trials, per-
secutions, and sufferings. T have listened to the holy and fervent
prayers of others, and have wept and blessed God.  And I have
no doubt, my dear sir, but it will he your happiness to mect a
goodly mumber of these despised hrethren around the throne of
(iod, when many bettet informed will he missing, ¢

“1n maintaining the discipline of the chusch the greatest care is
tuken ; indeed no effort is spared. In Addition to the system of
leaders, by which mogt things are broughtgn light, an annual in-
vestigation is made, which occupies & p;riod of at least four months,
notwithstanding the number of persund employed, when many a
hundred miles are travelled by the brothren for the purpose of
ascertaining the ‘real stato of the church, and cliciting any evilgr
abuse that may possibly exist.  On these occasions, b examine the
nucmnbers in and Tear the town as minutely as théugh I were
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examining them for baptism. The most approved and hest in-
formed members are appointed, hy the church, to examine and
yuire individually vespecting the members, and as minutely as
they can concerning the inguirers. After which they report the
result, which repart is recorded and proserved. '

“Several members of buptist pnd other Chuistian charebes in
England, &e. have, at different times, heen among us, all of whom
have"cuired themselves delighted with the piety and Christian
spirit of the church. Brothct Mann, a member of a Scotch
haptist chweh, had the care of the station at Montego Bay six
months hefore he ever saw me ;% after whiech he said—* He never
knew a church in a higher state of discipline.’”

The admirable paper from which we have thus
largely fuoted, termjnates with a request that the
secretary would lay it befuie the committee; Mr.
Burchell adding, in the spirit which pervades the
whole document,—

%1 have ever &It anxioa~ that they should be thoroughly
acyuaiuted with cvery piat of our conduct. [If therc be any abuse
existing, Jet it be made hvown, und it will be corrected. 1t there
be any thing objectionable m zay of our plans, let them be
camvassed,— your mussionaries do not assume mfullibility ; but I
am conhdent there 1 noy, und cannot he, an evil arising out of the
system adopted by us, huv cau be couected. Besides, yom mis-
slonarivs are not s0 obstinately coustituted, as to be sct against anv
improvement in any of their modes of operation ; nor would they
s averse to adopt any other systom winch may be recommended,
if that sysgom be heiter adapted to promote anl extend the cause
of the Redeemgr, which is the object nearest their heart.”

That the confidence of the committec, and of
religious public generally, in the principles and )
cedures of the misbionszrics, should 'Bc confirme.
sirengthened by the® publication of this wcl}-m
apology, was no more than might be rcasonamy oX-
pécted; and its iufluence, in this vespect, wa# by no

3 .
+ Mt Burchell was, ot the time, on his first viet to £ngland.
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means unimportant. Mr, Burchell’s subsequent course,
during his sojourn in this country, was rendered free
from embarrassment; and he gave himsclf, with cor-
respondmg energy, to the fulfilment of the several
services to which he had bycome pledged.

Among other special objects which he wus‘wishful
to promote, was the raising of a sufficient suin {o secure
the manumission of a *very, very cxcellent man;" ¥
who discharged, with equal wisdom and fidelity, the
office of a deacon in the church, but who being, by the
so-called Christian colonists, found

¢ Guliy of a slin
Not eoloured lit ¢ thou own.”

was doomed to bear the brand of sluvery. In this he
happily succeeded ; and with grateful joy he anticipated
the hour when “the Lord’s free-mun” should stand
forth before bis species in all the super-added dignity
of independent manhood. .,

The return homce of several missionaries about the
same ihne, and their carnest advocacy of the good and
common cause, gave an additional impetus to publie
fecling in favour of the West Indies. This was mani-
fested in the increased liberality of the churches in
general, and of some individuals in purticulari It led,
in fact, to the establishment of a seale in giving
hitherto unknown, or nemly so, in the history of the
baptist mission. One gentlemaw, under tho modest
signature of *‘ Ogpicron,” remitted jo the sccretary a
letter, with an accompanying gonation of £1,000; an
cxample which was quickly folfowed by other hand-
somc though less amounts, but which served to
relieve the commitlee of their then pressing pecunisty

& Thomas Williams

12
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difficulties, and to inspire thom with lurger views and
higher confidence in regard to the future, -

Yet the absence of so many from the sphere of
forcign service, rendered necessary the carly return
of some. Mr. Burchell had, in tho first instance,
looked forward to only six months' residence in
ingland; Dbut, as most of the objeets he proposed
to accomplish by his visit were fow in a fair way
of realization, he at once determined on abbreviating
that period. Accordingly he rcturned to London on
the 14th of October, for the purpose of learning from
Capt. Pengelly the intended period of his sailing;
and as this was likelyi{o occur at the latter end of the
same month, with a cheerful heart he addressed him-
self to the manifold dutics of preparing for embarkation.
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CHAPTER VIIL

BLAVERY, ITS QRIGIN AND PUNIGITMENT—MR. BURCHELL LEAVES
ENGLAND —ARRISTED ON HIS8 ARRIVAL-—INSUBRLCTION4~QPENING
OF SALTER'S 'MILL CHAPLL — MARMAL LAW = MISSIONARIES
ARRESTRD—MB. BURCHECLL A PRISUNBK-—JOURNAL—-LIBLRATION-~—
SKCOND  AKRESI— IMPRISONLD — DISTRUCPION O (HAPELS —
ESCATE ON BOARD sHIP,

“ Ye tropic forests of unfading green,
‘Where tho palin tape1y and the vrange glows,
‘Whetce the ight bamboo waves her feathery sereen,
And ho: fair shade the matchless ceiba throws !

“ Ye cloudless cthers of unchanging blue,
Save where the rogy streaks of eve gave wi v
To the cloar sapphire of your nudtught hue,
The bwnush’d asme of yom perfoct day '

“Yet tell mo not my native skics are bleak,
That, flush’d with hiquid wealth ne cane field waves,
For virtue pines, and manhood dires not epeak,
And nature’s glortes bughten 10und tho slave

Sucst was the strain in which a British nobleman*
apostrophiscd the scenes of Cuba:—he might have
adopted it in reference to Jamaica, at the gime of which
we are wﬂting. That island, ¢ where the fruits and
the flowers chase one anothem in unbroken circle
through the yegr; where the gales arc loaded with
perfume, till the sense aches at 1§cir swectness ; and
the groves are filled with mahy-coloured birds, and
insects whose enamelled wings glisten like diamonds
m the bright sun of the tropics ;”—was now under the

* The present Earl of Caxlisle
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™
curse of slavery. This evil, as it then existed, was of
matured growth and gigantie proportions ; a compound
of ferocious tyranny and degrading thraldot, of fright-
ful cruelty and pitiable sufforing; violating all the
tender charities of humani ﬁy and trampling its most
sacred rights in the dust; blinding the intellect and
brutfuaing the passions of its vietims and perpetrators
alike ; sapping the foundations of social morals, holding
in abeyance or rupturing at its pleasure all the endear-
ing bonds of domestic life, and reducing the greature
formed in the imige of the C'reator to the condition of
chattels. The demon was its god, and its peean the
wail of ‘innocent suffering ; its appliances were ‘the
instruments of cruelty;”’ and its history, writtem in
blood, was, like the prophet’s scroll, full of woes within
and without. Its pleas were those of licentious power,
still further corrupted by mammon, and “if the moral
degradation which slavery produced, if the brutalizing
effect - of the system—that killiug of the soul, which is
its incvitable consequence—~he considered, no tongue
can describe the evils that flowed fiom this accursed
system,”*
It is not a little singular that, so far as the negroes
were concerned, it was originated by a purblind be-

. nevolence. The aborigines of the island were fast

melting away before the savageries of the Spanish
adventurers, Who, instigated by the “ auri sacra fames,”
first plundered them of their rightful independence, and
then doomed them’ te unrequited and exhausting toils ;
when Bartholomey de Las Casas, a Dominican eccle-
siastic who accompamgd Columbus on his second
voyage, touched withcompassion for their sufferings,
proposed to relieve them by procuring a number of
[} .

# Mr. Labouchero, on guing into committes upon the sugar duties, Thure #
day, Jund 29, Thas,
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negrocs from the Portuguese settloments on the coast
of Africa, and to transport them to the colonics of the
new world, From the inconsistency natural to men
who rush with headlong impetuosity towards a favourite
point, he failed to perceive the iniquity of reducing one
race of men to slavery whlle cendoavouring to promote
the liberties of others; hcnce, in the warmt¥ of his
zeal to save the Indians from the yoke, he pronounced
it to Le both lawful and espedient to impose one still
heavier on the Africans. Jamaica has sinc¢d passed
into other hands; but, whoever may have held the
scepire or wiclded the power of empire, the result has
been uniform. ’

“ Blood marks their steps,
Man's agonies their sport , and man therr yrey.”

The fearful scenes enacted with apparent impunity
have not, however, been unobserved, or allowed to pass
out of remembrance by the moral Gorcrnor of the
universe. From the essantial holines. of his nature,
he not only “loveth righteousness,” but also ¢ hateth
iniquity.” In accordance with the laws of his admi-
nistration, theiefore, cxime has sooner or later entailed
pumshment. This, te colonists have proved through
succesgive gencrations. Their anxious and ceasclely
fears of servile vengeance, and the occnsionn% outbreak
of violence under the impulse of suffering, have proved
to them a perpetual scourge, and sugccessfully prevented
their forgetting that at any and every time they slum-
beied on the bogpin of a volcano. Jheir apprehenaions
leading them to the mloptxgn of severe rcpressive
measures, have not unfrequently procipitated the crisis
they dreaded; and the violence they intended for
others has * come‘ down upon their own pate.”  °

The prescnce of the missionaries wa84no small
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annoyance to the corrupter portion of the colonists,
who felt that they were a check on their own unbridled
licentiousness and tyranny. The holy doctrines they
preached, illustrated by the sanetity of their lives, were
a testimony equally elnquen]. und forcible against their
own tou lax morals; and shed a light, so pure and
strond,;~on their manifold delinquencies, s to render
their quickened consciousness of them little less than
intolcrable. And then the influence of their teachings
on the'slaves was regarded with dismay. It is true,
that the gospel they proclaimed inculeated obedience
to masters from the loftiest principles; but it as clearly
unveiled” and ‘infisted, on the dignity of man as man,
whatever his position and circumstances in social life
may be; and how this would tell on their human
chattels, was a question of no small interest to those
who held them in ignominious bondage. ‘

To ndd {o the inten.cness of their acrimouy, some
fow instances of outiageous eruelty, inflicted on negroes
of eminent picty, became known o the Dritish public;
and not only gave energy to their indignation, but,
divetting it from the question of the slave trade,
directed it against slavery itsclf, not only as an enor-
mous cvil, but as a ciime again8t God and man. The
increasing activity and determination of the friends of
the slave at home, led to a correspondent activity in
the isles of the west ; and the motions and speeches of
philanthropic members of parliament, published in
newspapers, were autwered by counter resolutions of
colonial assemblieg and public mecfings. At these’
mectings the slaves were often present in considery/
numbers, and were quick to learn fromyghem, an{"
report gmong their fellow sufferers, that a deep in
wis awakencd, and that powerful efférts were made! in
their favquy in the mother country, but which were
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counteracted by their owners. The natural love of
ficedom was thus cherished in their bosoms, by those
who would have trodden out the precious spark; and
the parties most concerned to maintain existing abuses,
unintentionally became the most effective agents in
their abolition, “To wmsrsT”# the British ministry
and people was the avowed purpose of the colonistsj—
the consequent and slowly formed design of some of
the negroes was, to throw off the yoke of their cruel
and hated oppressors.

As the year 1831 drew towards its close, this feeling
became yet more and more intense,,especially on the
part of the white population, who treated their hapless
victims with increased rigour. And if “oppicssione
will drive a wise man mad,” it can be no matter of
surprise if it goaded into resistance those who were
just cmerging from baibarism into intelligence; and
who, as they rose, became more alive to their wrongs,
while the purposed 1ceistanee of their superiors
obviously indicated a mdde of redressing them.

Among the negroes too, a report had become rife
that the paternal government of the king had issued
their “free papers,” which would arrive out about
Chnstmas ; setting at 1est all the anxieties of which
they had long been the subjects, gratifying the most
fondly cherished wishes of thcir hearts, and requiting
them by the sweets of liberty for all the®sorrows of a
long and dreadful bondage. ..

Such was the state of things, when Mr. Burchell
prepared tb-leave England once more. Accompanjed

* Terms of resolution adopted at a meeting held i th&wuﬂ house, 8t
Anw’s Bay, Atignst 6 1831, his honour the custos in the chair®

16
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by his family, and Mr. and Mrs. Dendy, he went on
board the Garland Grove, and left London in the
courge of Saturday, the 5th of November.. The voyage
proved to be a tedious one for length, though notso6
fearfully perilons as that of 1823. Tho society of a
brother missionary, howevcr, and of other endeared
fneuds‘ﬁeguded many an hour, and contributed in no
small measure to his happiness. Mr. Dendy, when
writing of this period many years afterwards, states,—

“It was my happiness to voyage across the Atlantic w‘ith your
brother, and we had, as you may suppose, frequent conversation
about the missien. ~As we drew near to Jamaica, he appeared to
he pamcu.lm'ly anxious respecting the welfare of the brethren,
hoping to find them in the enjoyment of health; and yet, as the
season had heen a remarkably sickly one, fearing lest some might
have been called away by death. 'His fears proved to be not
altogether unfounded, as Mr. Shoveller had died after a btief but
honourable exercise of his ministryeat Kingston.

% Within two or three days’ sail of Montego Bay, your brother
appeared to have some preventiment that trials awaited either him-
self or the mission, or it may be hoth ; though of what kind he had
not the most distant idea. As we walked on the deck together, he
took out his pocket testament: and, having read, proceeded to
dwell in lengthened conversation on the words of the apostle Paul,
particularly the latter portion of them :—* At my first answer, no
man gtood with me, but all men forsook me; 1 pray God that it may
not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with
me and strengthoped me; that hy me the preaching might be fully
known, and that all the gentiles might hear; and 1 was delivered,
out of the mouth of the lion.’” (2 'I‘im iv. 16, 17.) ”

If his forebodmg, 4s to the probable ‘deceaser
of his brethren, prqved to be correct § not less,
his presentiment resperting ‘the trials whig
await, himself. As the Ganlaid Grove efﬁ; ,
wg.terg :of Montego Bay, in the afternoon ogjsaturday,'
Jannary Tth, 1832, before she coul,d dmp “her gnchor ;
she wes. Ialled by & boat from I'I ﬁ frigate, Blamhe; "
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f.om whith Licut. Usher, attended by four men, went
on board, and demanded from Capt. Pengelly a list of
his passengers. Having perused it, he asked for Mr.
Burchell; and, without assigning the slightest reason,
required him to accompapy himself to the Blanche.
Taken by surprise, as ho was, Mr. Burchell instantly
stepped with him into the boat; and, on nbl?mg why
he was subjected to treatment so unanticipated and
strango, received in reply the laconic but ominous
statement, “ It is martial law.”

The final insurrcction, which was to decide the fate
of slavery in the British colonies, had broken out about
two or three weeks before; and had entailed numerous
and deplorable ¢alamities un planters and their serfs, o
on missionaries and their flocks alike.

The first symptoms of insnbordination were evinced
on Salt Spring estate, ncar Montego Bay. On Saturday,
the 24th of December. a slive of Chatham estate,
Trelawnoy, went to Mr. Knibb at Falmouth, and
informed him that the feople were saying, * Free
paper was come out, and they would not work after
Chiistmas.” The report spread rapidly; and, in
connzetion with a supposed abbreviation of the
Christmas holidays, soon led to acts of violence. In
the meéantimo, the mis<jonaries used every effort to
undercive the people, and arrest the insursectionary
movement : nor were their endeavours wltogether in
vain, as Robert Gardner, afterwasds colonel of the
rebels, acknowledged to Mr. Gafdner, in reference to
his germon on the 25th of Deccmber, “Your word
melt we, we no hold up our heaq.”

In the evening of Monday, the 26th, Messrs. Knibb,
‘Whitehorde,’ Gardner, and Abbott, met at Montego
Buy, on their way to Salter's Hill, where amew chapel
was to be oponed 8 religious worship on the*following
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morning. That their object should be misunderstood,
by men who breathed the fiercest hostility against
them, and watched their proceedings with a jeulous
eye, was to he cxpected. Strong, however, in the
consciousness of their ownintegrity, they proceeded
next morning to the scene ol appointed service, when
they laboured to corrcct the 1eport respecting * frec
paper” with so much earncstness, that some of the
negtroes, exasperated by this sudden dashing of their
hopes of freedom, charged them with having been
bribed Ly the planters’ gold “to tell lic,” and defraud
them of their rights. This was the first and last
service celebrated in tke new place of worship, which,
«in common with many other religious stiuctures, was
soon afterwaids reduced to a heap of smouldering
ruins by white incendiaics, in retaliation of . the
burning of propertics commenced that same evening
by the coloured insmigents.

Several of the missfonaries, and their wives, spent
the remainder of this memorable and distressing week
under shelter of Mr. Knibb’s house in Falmouth.
Fain would they have gone to their respective stations,
but the circumstances of the country rendered travelling
so dangerous, that they were necessitated to abide
where they were.  In this, however, the good provi-
dence of «God was appaient ; as the little party were
prepared for futwie trials by the opportunity of mutual
counsel and sympathy, and united prayer, which
were thus permitted to enjoy, prior to their
scattered by the hund of abused péwer. Caus
anxiety and alarm, howover, multiplied on every
“ All was confusion abroad. The families of pro-
pricters, overscers, and others from the country, were
hurrying info town for safety; milijary expresses were
hasteningQn all directions ; and repeatedly large hodies
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of slave-prisoners, of both sexes, taken in rebellion, or
suspected of rebellion, passed Mr. Knibb's residence on
thejr way to the guard-Louse. Perplexing reports
were brought to the missionarics, that they were
blamed as promoters of jthe mischief; that all the
capturod negroes were elosely questioncd,.whether
their minister had not told them they werg to be free
at Christmas ; and, especially, that a fall determination
was manifested to implicate Mr. Knibb as the yesident
ministér They knew their innocence ; but they knew
also the probable power of promiscs or intimidation, to
clicit from the unhappy prisoners statements which
werc untiue. Such reports, themefore, could not fail to
induce a lively solicitude respecting the event, es-e
pecially in the case of Mr. Knibb, whose family of
thrae small children added much to the weight of his
own carc, and excited the tenderest concern of his
friends. But they remembered there was One who
knew the heart, and 1estrained the wiath of man; and
to Him their eyes were difected.”*

At length, a transference of power from the divil to
the military authorities was cffected ; and martial law
was proclaimed at Falmouth, on Saturday the 31st of
Deccmber. This did not deter the missionaries from
devoting the following day to public prayer, whon they
“implored the restoration of tranquillity,e and the
prcservatiod of slaves professing religion®from uniting
in the rebellion.” After the sccon!l service, however,
the sanctity and peace of their sabbath were violated
by tbe visit of £ non-commissionsd officer, with four
privates artaed to the tecth, haging orders to conduct
the missionaries immediately to the guard-housc, that
they might enlist jn the militia. After waiting in ghe
officers’ spartmenty, to the evident satlsfactpn of these

% Nurratvd by the Baptist Mismonaries, p. 31
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military gentlemen, for more than an hour, Major
Nelson thanked them for their prompt attendance, and
requested them to attend there again at eleven o'clock
every day, by way of good example to others, till
orders should be received fram Sir Willoughby Cotton,
the commander-in-chief. MMext morning, at the ap-
pointed‘nour, they went to the court-house; but soon
found that the mild treatment of the previous day was
not to be repeated. Having again wailed for a full
hour, Colonel Cadien told them, on his own authority
and in no gentle tone, that *“they had better join
themselves to some company.” Hnwever astonished
by a suggestion so 1epngnant to all their feelings, they
did not refuse; but, under a modified protest, Mr.
Abbott joined the artillery, and Mi. Knibb the 4th
company under Capt. Chryste; Mr. Whitehgrne,
having claimed the 1ank he had formerly held in the
militiu, was desired to send for his captain’s com.
mission. °
Deeply impressed with the incompatibility of military
service with the miristiy of the gospel, they drew up,
the day following, a memorial to his excellency the
governor, praying for cxemption. This appeal the
military officcrs undertook to answer, by at once
putting them under arrest: and, without permitting
them either to Sce their wives or to write to them, had
them marches down to & wharf at some distange, and
n
hours to the fierce rhys of a tropical sun, th%e
conveyed to Montego Bay. Herc a beene of thiflling
horror met their gyzq;—servile desperation and
military disciplinc in fierce and sanguinary collision.
'I'he houses, which had so recently adorned the circum-
Jwent hills, were now in flames ; and “the battle of
the warrier was with confused noise, and garments
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rolled in -blood,” Two men-of-war were lying ncar
the town, and guard-boats were ceaselossly plying
about ; and, at a little distance up the land, flashes of
muskeiry werc visible, announcing that the angel of
death was upon the wing. »

On landing at night, thof were first conducted to the
court-house, and thence to the lodgings of ®Sir W.
Cotton, immediately opposife the house which their
afflicted but heroic wives had reached some hours
before. After being again hwrried hither and 't'hither,
to the remote residences of certain parties in authority,
they werc finally counter-marched to the court house.
As thoy entcred this scenc of lawless and’ martial
violence, both officers and men assailed them with the
most horribly profanc and ferocious language; cx-
presging their exultation at the thought of shedding
their blood on the morrow. After having been sub-
jected to these indignities for several hours, between
tcn and eleven o’clock in the evening a deliverer came
in the person of a gentleman named Roby,* colloctor
of his majesty’s customs at that port, and an old
acquaintance of Mr. Whitehorne. After indefatigable
exeriign, he obtaincd an erder for their release for the
night: and, at twelve o’clock at night, took them to
the custom house, where they found a decply-needed
and most grateful asylum.

Early the next morning he visited their wwes, for
the purpose of relieving their anxiety, and of con-
ducting them to the same plhce. He afterwards
procured a documient from Mr, Custes Barrott, releasing

* The providence of God over his servants, in this and numorous other
\natances, 18 very instructive. Mr. Roby, who now befriended them, was
extremely hostile {u them as “ sectanans.” This he candidly gave them to
widerstand , adding, that 1t was hus love of justioe only which induced bieto
uterfere on thewr behalf, and that nnhouxneowmm’; {nnooent till
proved to be otherwise.
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them “ on condition that each of them fotnd a security
of £50, that he will not leave the town of Montego
Bay, and will be rcady to appear when called on; the
security to be entered into before any magistrate.”
Mr. Manderson, then a pentleman of property and
magistrate of the town, 'and Mr. Roby, at once
tendered their sceurity for Messrs. Knibb and White-
horne; and Mr. James Guthrie, collecting constable,
bailed Mr. Abbott.

As an illustration of the spirit of the partics now in
the ascendant, and by whom thce missionaries were
opposed and threatened, we may quote the language
held by the cditor «f the Jamaica Courant of that
date :— Three baptist preachers are now in custody,
and as we are satisficd they would not have bern taken
into custody on -light grounds by 8ir Willoughby
Cotton, we hope he will award them fair and impartial
justice.  Shooting i, however, too honourable a death
for men whose conduet has occasioned so much bloud-
shed, and the loss of so much property. Therc are
fine hanging woods in St. James’s and Trelawney, and
we do sincerely hop~ that the bodies of all the
methodist prcachers who may be convieted of sedition,
may diversify the scenc.”

Such was the position and aspect of affairs on shore,
when Mz, Burchell was conveyed a prisoner on board
the Blunchd, the flag-ship of Commodore Farquhgy.
The utmost vigilance was evinced to sccure \
ignorant as he was of what had becn going on for {
previous cight monshs ; for, in addithen to the offi
and marines who had been despatched to the Garland
G'rove, Mr. Middlemist, master, and a party under_his
command, were sent near the shore, to intercept him in
case he should make any attempt to "escape. On
roaching*%he Blanche, he was introduced to Capt.

»
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Burnett, who showed him the commodore’s apartments,”
and informed him that they were the prescribed limits
within which he might move. On requesting a longer
walk, he was allowed {o go as far as the main-mast,
which was constituted the boundary of life and death,
the guard being instructed do run him through with his
bayonet in case he ventured to step beyond®it. On
asking the reason of such rigorous procedures, he was
again informed, It is martial law. You have
probably heard that there is an insurrection’ In the
island, and that many lives have becn lost, besides an
immense amount of property consumed.” On inquiring
further, what he had to do with gJ1 this ? Capt."Burnett
informed him, that he must remain where he was until
further imstructions from the commodore ; and in the
meanwhﬂe had his portable desk tied up and scaled.
At exght o'clock in the evening, a cot was slung for
him in the commodore’s apaxtmcnts, soon after which
he retired ; the marine on guard continuing to pace to
and fro during the whole night, with his bayonet
drawn, Such was the strange and painful conclusion
of a day anticipated by him, with prayerful and solemn
inter.st, as that which should rcstore him to the
bosom of his flock; bui which saw him suddenly
suatched from the embraces of his fumily and friends,
and, in ignorance of any charge alleged agajnst him,
consigned to close confinement on board aéman-of-war,
under custody of an armed guard! ,

On the following day, at noon) Mr. Roby went on
board in his offidial capacity, having received orders
from the civil authority to search his luggage, and to
seize every manuscript paper he could find in his
possession. Mr, Burchell gave him his keys, and
furnished him wAfh every necessary infopmation fo
facilitate the seurch. About two hours aftim Captain
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Burnett informed him that if he needed anything from
on hoard the Garland Grorve, he would send a boat for
it; adding, that he might also write to Mrs. Burchell,
but that the letter or note must be unscaled, as no-
thing would be permitted to be sent by him without
its being previously inspe jed by one of the officers.
As illw trative of the rigorous restraint imposed on
him, in the absence of any accusatory charge, we pro-
ceed {0 quote some few passages from his journal.

* Monday, January 9th, 1832. Captain Burnett stated this
morning that the commodore would not come on board fo-day,
unless I particularly desired to see him. 1 replied, ¢ As 1 have not
been yet infurmed why l am detained herc 1 do not see that an
interview with him will b of any service.” The marine on guard
continued to pace my apartments, close to my cot, during the
whole night, with drawn bayonet. This morming he mounted
guard with his bayonet sheathed, and did not enter my apaiments
80 frequently as hefore.  In the aiternoon, Captain Burnett in-
formed me that Mrs. Burchddl had reguested of the officer who
went to the Garlund G ave the preceding day, to be permitted to
have an interview with me; hup that he did not tell mo of her
wishes, not knowing whether the civil authorities would allow it,
Howerer, he had consulied them, and had given her permission, if
it wete my wish ; but that the interview wust be in the presence of
a third person, one of the officers on hoard the ship, Jf I desired
it, therefore, he would send a hoat for her next day at mne o’clock.
1 maid, I certainly wished it, if M.n. Burchcll could mnkc up her

ment to WL very severe, not having becn informed wherefyg was
thus detained bnd troated. The captain retired, leaving g
ignorance. About sa:en in the evening, Licutcnawt Ushige¥ssked
me if T wished to walk % little on deck. After a few getharks, 1
signified my wish, and was then informed thit the guards
company me, but that he would direct the marine to in one
place, 80 as to relieve myti&lings. I went on deck, and the marine
followed me, his hayonet being sheathed., T walked on the star-

side of the ship, from the stern forwnd, about one third of
the whole Jepgth of the vessel. The guard Walked on the lavboard
side, keeping chiefly abaft, After walking fot sbout half un hour

#



JOURNAL OF HIS IMPRISONMENT. - 187
L ]

1 again went below, and soon rotired to my bed, being thoroughly
worn out from want of sleep, and with excessive anxiety.

% Tuesday, Jomuary 10th, The marine on guard puced the deck
during the night with his bayonet sheathed, He did not enter my
apartnent more than about every half-hour, when he struck the
bell, enme to my cot, and looked upon me. An officer on yatch
came down several times during the night, (when the bell: wgl
struck,) and inquired, ¢*Is the prisoncr safe !’ Cuptaig Bu
informed me this morning that the commodore had sent per
for Mrs. Burchell to come on board and sec me, without the prer
sence of a third person,

% Weduesday, Jannary 11th. 'The marine, during the mght, con-
tinued the same as the night preceding, pacing at the door of the
cabin chiefly. About every hulf-hour, on striking the holl, he
came to my cot, and looked upon me ; pfter which, several times
during the night, in reply to the inquiry} ¢ Is the prisoner there ¢
or, ¢ Iy the prisoner safc ' he answered, ¢ He is, or, ¢ He is safe.’
In the moming I asked to see the commanding officer on deck;
when Mr. Middlewist, the master, came. 1 stated that I should
be glad if Mrs. Burchell might be permitted to come on board
to-day. Ie eaid he would forward my request to the commodore.
A little past nine o’clock, Mr. Middlemist came and informed me
that the commodore hud no ohjection to*Mrs, Burchell's coming an
board, provided she would promise not to have any communication
with the shore. I replied, J had no doubt Mrs. Burchell would
make the promise on her part, understanding the pledge to mean,
that ske should not take advantage of her visit to make any com
munications from me, either directly or indircctly. Mr. Middlemist
took the commodare’s note to Mrs. Burchell, which she read, and
promised accordingly ; after which she was brought on bvard. She
dined with me, and again left about five o'clock. )

« Thursday, January 12th. . . . There was¥nuch company
on hoard with the officers to-day. Captain Juwmnett informed me
this afternoon, that Dr. Gordon had been son board, and wished to
see me; but, as his injunctions were to prohibit all intercourse with
me, ho could not comply with his request. ®

& Priday, Janugry 13th., . . . Aplétle before ten, Lieutenant
Lake stated to mo that instructinns wero received from the goveraor
{0 the effect that-my papers should be sent to the custos, the Hon.
Richard Barrott, who was authorised to examine them. My paf-
able desk wag consequently hrought up, and, in thd presence of
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Lieutenant Lake, Mr. Middlemist, and mysclf, the seqls-were
broken, and every manuscript paper taken out., Mr. Middlemist at
first put aside overything in print; but Licutenant Luke, having ,
waited on the captain, returned, saying that Captain Burnett stated
¢ every thing, manuseripts, printed publications, or books, must be
sent.” The print8d papers, before put aside, were now taken, tn-
gether with books, including mylNew Testament. The whole was
wrappedeup in paper, tied, sealed, and then forwarded. During
the latter part of this proceeding, Mrs, Burchell was hrought by
Captuin Pengelly, but detained on deck until the papers were sent,
My denk, having been thus rifled of its contents, was returned to
me.

% Monday, January 16th. 1lad a very bad night, and urdse this
morning very unwell in health, A

% Tuesday, Junuary ]:Hh. Still unwell this morning. . . .
Not having had an opportunity of going on deck since Monday the
9th, I stated to Captain Burnett this afternoon that I felt unwell,
und was suffering from confinement ; and should be glad, therefore,
to be permitied to go on deck for a few minutes, to have the henefit
of fresh air.  He said that the officer on deck was busy just then,
but that he would sce him, and give him directions to allow me as
sdon as convenient. Being unwell, I lay down and slept; when,
a little after six, p. m., the ofticer came to inform me of the per-
mission, urging me to go und enjoy o little fresh air. 1 accordingly
went, and continued about forty minutes ; the marine, howover, did
ot accompany me as on the furiner oceasion. At half past seven
Captuin Burnett came, and inquired whether or not 1 bud been on
deck ; adding, that at any time, when I felt desirous of doing so, T
had only 1o send to the officer in gommand for the time heing,
when, unless it were inconvenient, T could go.

“n cd:#udall, January 18th, Rather better this morning.”

Buch are the ferms in which the journalist com-
menced his entries'for this the cleventh and the last
day of his captivity on board a Btitish man-of-wi
During the whole of this period, although no reas X
had been assigned for his apprehension and detent',
he had becrr kept under guard, been permitted _
fwice to go on deck for the benefit of fresh air,ghd
prohibited all intercourse with any person, his family
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and sentry exccpled. The scenc was now lo be
shifted; and accordingly, in the carly part of the
afternoon, Captuin Burnett informed him that he had
1eceived a note from the commodore, stating that, by
desire of the custos, he was to be v#turned to the
Garland Grove. o wasdthercfore requested to be
1cady in the course of a quarter of an hour,%hen a
boat would be in waiting to effect his transit. But he
needed no such length of timc to compleic hiy pre-
parations, having been deprived of cverything besides
the barost necossarics : in fact, all he had to do was to
turn the key in the lock of a half-empty portmanteau.
Before leaving he inquited whether his honour the
custos had returned the papefs of which he had bereft
him, and which included ull his accounts, piivate as
well as public, but of which he had no duplicate copy ;
when he was informed that they had not as yet been
received. A little before four o’clock, Captain Pen-
gelly came alongside, when Mi. Buichell took leave of
the Blanche with little cause for gratitude towards any
of those on board with whom he had becn brought
into forced and unwelcome contact. A few minutes
sufficed to convey him to the Garland Grove, but it
was still as a prisoner; consequently subjeet 1o mani-
fold inconvenienecs ands galling restrictions. To ap-
preciate the scverity of his prolonged and tmjpst con-
finement, recourse must be had to his johrnal, selec-
tions from which are now resumed.

L]

% }iiday, January 20¢th, This morning Mr. Gardner and Mr.
and Mrs, Whitehorn® came on hoard. .Mbout cleven, Mesars.
Manderson and Delisser came on board, ‘1 usked the former, who is
u wagistrate and member of the house of nssembly, what was the
cause of my appgehension ? gad whether he could inform me what
chuzge there was againspme ¢ He rephied, that there was no chargy
at present ; and that Mr. Barrett, who was examiningy my papers,
had informed* him thet hitherto he had found nothing in them
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which, in the least degree, implicated me, or which one planter
would not write to another.

“ Saturday, Janwary 21sf. Messts. Knibb and Abbott came on
board this morning ; they remained durmg tho day, and returned n
the evening,

“ Sunday, January 22nd, Dendy went on shore to see the
friends at Jackeon Town, On Mis return this evening, ho stated
that M. kohy had called on and informed them, that Mr, Barrett
had finished the examimation of my papers, and had found nothing
which n any respect enminated me. o added, however, that Mr.
Barrett could, from the tenor of my letters, discover my sentmments,
and conmdered (us did Mr. Roby also,) that it would be most <on-
ducive to our own safety, as also to the welfare of the country, that
we should all leave! Mr. Roby further observed, that he considered
us to be the innocent canse of the insurrection, inasmuch as the
negroes may have perverted the®meamng of seripture passages, which
we probably had read, or repeated ; such as, * The Son shall make
you free!’ and, ¢ Fapht the good fight of faith!®

“ Monday, January 231d. This moming Mr, Dendy wes sent
on shore by (‘apt. Pengelly, to inform our missionary fricnds that
they must not repeat their visit to the ship, as the magistratcs were
greatly displensed yesterdsy at Ius allowing them to come on hoard
at all. In the aflerncon Capt. Pengelly mentioned that he had
called upon the commadore, in consequence of the magistrates’
displeasure against him s wha informed him that he had acted very
improperly, in allowing Messts. Knihh, Whitehome, and Ahhott
to come on board, as he must he aware that, when the prisoner was
on hoard the Blunche, he himself prohibited him all intercourse
with cvery peison except Mis, Buschell. Capt. Pengelly also
added, thyt he bad waited on the custes respecting this same affair ;
who stated tha he had acted very wrong in reeciving the nussion-
aries on hoard, and that the missionaries had forfeited their ¢ surety °
by leavmg the Bay th go on board. The captain farthor added,
that the custod had informed him, that ‘he had examined my
papers; that there wad'nothing in them to Sirinate me; but
be could discover from them what were my sentjments relative p
slavery, and that they were such as to render my leaving the
neceasary for my own safety, as well a8 for the welfare and ufety
& the oolony itself. He therefore advised'me to leave the island.’
The capwmmted, that on informing the eustos there was a vessel
in the lmbom-, (the Zagan ) about to sail for Dubhn the custos
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observed, that ¢if I were willing to return home by her, he would
obtain a passport for me.” Tn conclusion, Capt. Pengelly rocom-
mended me to wiite to the custos, for permission to leave the island
by this, vesscl, or by some other which may be about to sail
from Kingsion. On my remarking, that I could not write to the
custog, a8 I had received no comnunication from him, nor indeed
any information respecting my npﬁrehmwom and detention ; he paid
that I was at liberty to mention this conversation mﬂdum To
this I replied, that as 1 was forbidden all communication with the
shore, so thut I could procure advice neither from my legal adviser
nor {rom my private friends, 1 did not feel at liberty 1o writd 1o ther
custos; but that if his honour had sent, or were yut to send, an
official comnmunication, 1 expected the same in writing ; and that
if 1 had received a written communication from him, 1 should most
readily buve written a reply.

« Thursday, Junuary 26th, Mrs. Rc.nvm.k came on board this
morning to see Mrs. Burchell.  After hreakfast, (‘apt. Pengelly
called me aside, and sinted that he was sorry to see her on board,
as it wyuld give much offence on shore, and prohably involve hins
in considcrable difficultics ; that Custos Barreit had informed hin
that, if he nllowed any persous to frequent the ship from the shore,
he himself would be tho sutferer; that he did not feel at liberty,
therefore, to have any of his own &iiends ; and that he feared if we
allowed Mrs, Renwich, or any ene else, to come and seo us, the
authorities would interdict all comnnmication with the ship, and
prohibit even himsetf from going on shore, thus serionsly interfering
with Li own as well as the ship’s business, or perhaps there may
he even a military guard placed on hoard, | immediately requested
Mrs. ltenwick to go on shorg, and ot the sume tuue informed her
thut she would not he permitted to return. This duy Capt, Park
dmed on hoard. In the courw of conversativn hogobserved that,
of all the members who composed the court-martial, Mr. George
rordon was the only one who conducted, hdmsclf with any thing
like scriousuess ; that they appeared to he so accustomed to trying,
condemming, and ex®uting the negrocs, sas to have hecome
thoroughly hardencd and inscnsible; 0% that, duting the trials,
they were all, with the above exceptiou, cracking their jokes and
laughing. ,

“ Monday, Janvary .‘M)tk. ln convorsation with Capt. Pengellp
thisevenmg,lobsuvadthat,ulwuuﬂlknptm:gnohnoeof&e
cunse of my Epprehension and imprisonment, both of which X
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baljeved to he illagal, witheut, an arest, a hearing and commitnient,
or g¥en any reason heing assigntd for the proceeding, and that too
when mnrtial law had ceased, I shuuld apply for permission fo
return home, to seek thete an explanstion of such treatment from
officers of his majesty’s navy ; as also, o redress of my grievances;
and that, if I could, Tshould demand that tho whole of my papers,
which had been so unceromnmom.}y serzed, should be agum sealed,
and forwauded to tus mnjesty’s government at home for therr in-
spection, that they may he enabled to judge of the legahty or other-
wise of my confincment. Capt. Pengelly replied, ¢ Why did you
not go when an opportunity was offered you?’ f sad, ¢ Becanse
the permission was not ofhcially commumeated,” ¢ But the custos,’
rejuined the cuptuin, * meant it to ho officially communicated through
me.! 1 observed, ‘I was not fully aware of that; but that if 1
teceived an honourable pgjinission, I thought I should go, bat could
not lcave in any manner which would reflect on me the least degree
of gult or dishonour.’ 1 afterwards remarked, that T considered
the conduct of Commodore Farquhar and Cupt. Burneti to he
bighly illegal ; and that if, uon my release, I foumd it wag so, I
should proceed ngainst them at law. . . .

# Tuesday, January 31st. Stll kept a prisoner. Capt. Yengelly
allows no one from on ghore to come on board to us; but he
informied me to-day that, in the courso of conversation with Mr.
Manderson, that gentleman had repeated the following, Alluding
probably to the time of the expiration of martial Jaw, Mr., Coates
ohserved,—* The first thing to he done is, to pull down the haptist
chapel, Mr. Manderson- - But how are you to do itP’ Mr.
Coates—* Twelve men would soon and eusily do this.” Mr. Man-
derson—¢ Would you he oue of the twelve 3’ Mr, Coatos —¢ Yes,
apy duy.’ Mr. Manderson— ¢ But would you he willing to he one
of the twe‘!ve in putting it back again? For be assurcd you will
have to put it back.’ Rev. Mr. Mlntyre—* But, Mrs Coates, in
taking down the chapcl, you would take the sense of the inhabitayts
of the twwn' Mr. Coates— Yes! Rev, Mr, MIntyre—s And
you supppse that you.would have the consdhit of the inhabitants.’
Mz, Coatps—* Yes* Revé Mr. MIntyre—* But I can assure you,
there wounld be a large majority of the inhabitants against you.’

. % Wegdpesday, February lst. The governor arrived in the har-
%our, it the North Star, about two o’clock,\p.m. ahd went op share
i»*ﬂm coprsq; of the afternoon.
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“ Satyrdny, February 4th. Very unwell, from long confinement
and-suspense.

« Monday, February 6th. To-day a proelamation was issued by
the governor, disallowing martial law, under certain regulations, in
the disturbed districts, Capt. Pongelly informed me, that great
displeasure was felt by the geftlemen on the Bay against the
governor, on account of the prm’unmation; and that there wus very
grent dejeetion mamifested.  Hle also stated, that thé®Rev. Mr.
Smith, curate, had some conversabion with him to day; when he
expressed his regret at the harsh trcatment I had received, and
asked whother he could toll him what were my mtentions.” Up to
the prosent date, I have received no information relative to my
apprebension and mmprionment, though still under arrest, and
refused ull interevurse with any peisons from the shore, Mr.
Dendy went un shore to see the fnendg at Jackson’e Town ; and,
while there, Mr. Roby called to inform the ncthren that martial
Taw was discontinued, and that they had therc fore better petition the
custos to be allowed to leave. e also stated that somc persons
(¢ent}emon, so-called) had heard that Mr. Dendy had come
fiom on bourd the Garland (hove, and hud heen seen go to
Jacsson’s Town ; and that they badtherefore resolved, if they saw
any one fiom the Garland Grave dreswgd o o mnuster, they would

<hoot him, The governor Jcft Montego Bay for Lucea and other
places.”

Thus jealously guarded, degraded in the public
cstimation by being treated as a criminal, and deprived
of the society, counscls, and sympathy of fiiends, Mr.
Burchell continued, without being informed of the
cause, a prisoner on board the Garland G'rose for two
und twonty days; making a total of thirly-three days
since his arrest by Licut. Usher, by whom he was
conveyed on board the Blanche. In the course of the
following Friday however, Capt. Dengelly received an
official note in the terms ensuing,

. “ Montego Bay, February 10th, 1832.
“Swe,  * You areshareby euthorized to releasc from deténtivm
the person of Mr. Durchell.  “Ricmaun DarnerryCusios.
“ Ty Crptain Pengelly, Ship taviand Grave.”
X



194 MEMOIR OF THOMAS BURCEELL.
[

The captain lost no time in calling on Mr. Roby;
and, together, they called on the missionaries asLore,
showing them the above document. They ulso unitcd
in the carnest 1ccommendation that Mr. Burchell, now
honourably discharged, should quit the island without
dclay, at least for a while, The former urged that the
intereststof his employers, as well as his own, had
already suffered ; and were likely to be further injurcd
by his remaining longer on board.  The filends of the
missionaries also, by mingling with the people, had
ascerfained that the public feeling against him was so
violent, that his lifc would be imperilled if he attompted
to land.” Capt. Shiblgs, of the American ship, Robers
and Rowland, stated that he had heard Mr. Samuel
Willingliam, of Cow Park, swear that *he would not
o home till he had got Mr Burchell's heart’s blood.™
He also heard the same gentloman deelare in the court-
housc, that “1f an indictment aguinst any person con
cerned in the 1cbellion were brought before the jury
on which he sat, a true bill should be biought against
him if his influence could biing it about.” Capt.
Barnett, of the army, bad also informed Mrs. Renwick
on the 4th of February, that ¢ Mr. Burchell would not
be able to land, as he had learned the day beforc that
the inhabitunts would shoot him if he did.” All the
missionagy brethren on the Bay united, thercfore, in
stating it as¢ their opinion, that it was his duty to pro-
ceed to America by the carliest opportunity; and that,
by doing it openly ind publicly, on the credit of Mr.
Custos Barrett’s declarution, there %ould be no com-
promise of character,,

While arrangements to this cffect were being
negotiated, through the medium of Capt. Pengelly, o
Boat came alongside the Garland Grove meat day,
about ¢wd o'clock, with Mr. Sidney Lewin, the head
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constable, accompanied by two subordinates, who
stated that he was scnt by the civil authoritics to arrest
and take Mr. Burchell before them at the court-house,
He thten produced a warrant, signed by Joseph Bowen,
Fsq. justice of the peacg, for the apprehension of
Mossrs. Burchell and Gardner, on a charge contained
in the affidavit of Samucl Stennett, a frce person of
colour, which was thus reeited in the instrument e
“That Mr. Burchell had said io him, (Stennett,) and
other leaders of the baptist socicty, to go among the
negrocs in the country, and tell them that freedom was
theirs ; and that they, the negroes, mast fight and pray
for it, and they will get it. And_ further, that he had
hcard parson Gardner say the same.”

In his journal of this eventful period, Mr. Burchell |

writes ;—* I stated to Mr. Lewin the plot against my
life, "and requested him to tarry till Capt. Pengelly
tcturned, as he was then eapeeled every minute. He
replicd, “he could not do that; and as he came by
order of the civil authoritias, I had no reason to fear.”
On urging my request, he stated,  The fact is, Mr.
Burclell, this would not have becn done, if they had
not heard you were going away: you have no need to
be under any alarm.” Mr. Lewin allowed me fo
change one or two articles of clothing, when he said,
“he could rcmain no longer, and I must go.” Mr.
Whitehorne accompanied me into the boas.”

This hour of separation from his boloved family was,
perhaps, the darkest and saddest of his chequered life.
All the anxietios ®f which his natuge was capable, and
in their intenscst form, were crowded into it. It was
the crisis to which the course’ Of events had hitherto
tended ; and in reference to which, afler its transit, ho
might have said, * The bitterness of death is past¥’
11c hiad learned with cortainty, and in b1l its buagnitude,

: k2

-
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the conepiracy against him irfto which the greater pagt
of the white inhabitants of the town had entered; and
he could not but be condoioug, that the first step he
took on shore might probably be the last.

Those whom he Ieft behind shared in the same
fearful and tlnilling <olicitudes. “Ms hearl was so
full,” says Mr. Dendy, ¢ that I could not open my lips,
cven to say farewell! Mis, Burchell was in a mental
agony ;—indecd, not one of us was far from the same
state  We assisted her into the cabin; when we all
fell upon our kners, and called on the Most High, T
never was at such a prayer-meeting before.  The Lord
assisted me much in my supplications, whilc the tears
ran mofuscly down my chcchs on to the floor; Mis,
Burchdll fiequently 1esponding to my petitions, in the
bitterest distiess of mind. After prayer, I assisted
Mis. Burchell in rising fiom her knces, {fo1 she seemed
almost fixed  She <aid <she fut the burden removed,
and relief to her frouljed Leart; but still, her feclings
were in a state of great excilement, and we could
gcarcely keep her from fainting. After a short time,
she became a Mtle more composal, and eapressed her
confidence in God. T proposed that the ninety-first
psalm should be read, and after that the forty-siath,
the psalm to which good Maitin Luther used to resort
when in {youble. From these precious portions of the
holy word w¢ had previously obtained much consola-
tion, and now we found them very, very precious.”

When did his people ever address themsclves in
prayer to their hegyenly Father in tain?  When did
he ever turn away his car of merey from them? When
did he ever disappoint their confidence; or permit the
word, on which he had caused them to hepe, to fail ofy'’
ifs accomplishment? Nor was the faithfulness of 1h<§
promise mow to fail of a signal vindication :—+ Call
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Jac in the day of frouble ; I.‘vﬁ.b geliver thee,

T\qyshalf glonfy me.” Ps. L 15,
.uAstlxo boat, in which Mr. Burchell was being con-
veyed ashore, neared the quay for which she was
thuking, the feracions sphit and desperate designs of
tho<e by whom it was thronged were but too obvious.
To save a valuable life, if possible, the officef who had
her in charge, having alrcady formed 1% plan, ordered
the men at the oars to pull out with all their stiength;
at the saine moment, putting the tiller hard down, he
brought the bows of the boat round, and shot with the
flectuess of an arrow to an adjoining slip, where only
a few persons were standing.  "Bhe whole party imme-
diately jumped on <hore, and mounted to the top stepe
just as the van of the infuriated rablle, now further
enigged by disappommtment, came rushing pell-mell to
the same spot. One of them struck at the missionary
with a dagger, which picrced the breast of his coats
but glancing off did no other *mischicf. The throng
increasing every moment; as fiesh partics of them
hwrried from the adjoining quay, began {o press upon
him, Lissing, groaning, and gnashing at him with their
tecth ; some with water in their mouths, tfo spit on
him, others brandishing their weapous in fierce de-
nunciation. Some cried out, * Have his blood!™
others, * Soot him!" and others, * Hang him!? Dat,
as they attempted to close in upon their defcnceless
vietm, a fow coloured militia mew gencrously threw
themsclves into 2 circle around hlm, forming a body-
guard; and, hutlmg back defianc@on the tumultuaty
mob, exclaimed, that if foung gguilty by the laws to
which he was amenable, he should suffer the penalty
awarded by 4 jury, of his countrymen ; unti] then, they
would regard him as innocent, and allowy him to be
rgached only through their persons. As thlugh awe-
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struck, the murderous crowd made nb further effort;
and the sclf-constituted and faithful guard, marching
down in order to the court-house, turned this once
hostile array into a triumphal procession.

“On arrping af the court-house,” says Mr. Burchell, * I found
with many other persons, Mr. Joseph Bowen, who signed the
warrgnt, and was ode of the men who, 1 had been informed, had
sworn tu effect my death; aud one who had threatened to Mr.
Mandenori, the day the chapel was demolished, thut ¢ the house of
any person should come down that protected the missionaries;” and
one whu, although a mnagistrate, was present at, if not active 1,
pulling dovu the chapel.  Presently after, Mi. John Coates came,
the geutloman, who had «xd at the sume time to Mr. Mandcrson,

¢ that he would not be m the shin of any of those miwionaries that
nioht for a tvifle $ and who, though also m the commission of the
peace, was preseat at, if not aiding in, the demalition of the chapel.
These two men presided on the hbench.  Mr. Coates then refu the
deposition of Stennett, as contaned 10 the warrant, 1 said, * I have
no distinet recolleetion of such a person as Stenneit.”  Mr. Coates,
pointing at tam, said, ¢ There he w.” T looked, a fint and secoud
ume, when 1 recollected that T had scen him s Tt that certainly he
was not a membar much less o leader, when T left the island in
May, 1831, Mr. Coates then snid, ¢ Mr, Burchell, as magistrates
“we are compelled to commit yon—we can do nothing else ; but the
governor i8 expected m the course of one or two hours, when you
can write to him ; perhiaps he will appomt some other steph,  All
we can do is, to request Mr. Nunes to make your situation iy the
gaol us comdriable as possible e thon spoke to Mr. Nunes, and
directed the clerk of the peice to draw out the commitoient. Mr.
Gardner was then called for, but had not yet arrived : presently
Mr. Manderson came, andsaid that he had sent for him, and thut
e would be there imgmedintely.  On Mr. Gagdner coming iq‘ the
deposition was read ovbr to lun; and Mr. Coates made similur
rematks to him respecting ¢hjs commitment ; when we were both
fully committed to take our trial, e

&« We were then conducted to the common gaol by the uoﬁd&hles
afd a guard of the militia, who humanely pressrved us from the
throng, and t-om all injury. The guard consisted of coloured
pomsons, aud o them we folt ourselves greatly indebted. On
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arriving at-the placy of our destination, Mr. Nunes called us up into
the house of the gaol keeper, and stated that, ns the prison was so
" full, we might occupy a room in that house; but that, as we should
‘theroby put the keeper, Mr. Wilson, to much inconvenience, we
should doubtless be willing to remunerate him, We asked Mr.
Nunes, if we should be permittdtd to walk in the yard. He replied,

¢ he did not know, but would consult the magistrates.”
L)

This request, reasonable as it wgg in itself, was
deemed to involve too great a favour, or too much of
risk, to be complicd with. .

The whole of the above procedure is so sudden and
unanticipated in its occurrence, and so rapid yet formal
in its development, that it scems invested with some-
what of niystery. The followmg bricf statement may,
e reccived in explication’ While the grand jury were
sitting, a petition was drawn up by some of the more
viol®nt of them, requesting his honour the custos to
interpose, and to prohibit Mr. Burchell’s leaving the
island. They well knew the epergy of his character;
the determination with which perhaps he might seek
redress; the fearlessness with which he would certainly
‘expose the injustice and tyranny of themsclves and
fellow colonists. To prevent his escape from their
toils, and his rcturn home to tell the tale of his
prolonged and rigorous imprisonment, must therefore
be effected by all means, aut fas aut nefas. The above
scheme was consequently deviseds an¥ it was pro-
posed that the foreman should sign the petition on
behalf of the whole. But, after it had been rcad,
Messrs, Lewin, fJump, Dewar, Splomon Marks, and
John Bal.l refused their concurrence. The foreman,
therefore, Mr, T. Bernard, Mr, Samuel Delisser, and
'six other gentlemen, severally appended their names.
"The ctistos declindd receiving it,#nless some positive
charge, criminating Mr. Burchell; was set Yorth. Such
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an affidavit (by what means we shall see hereafter) was
at length procured, and the hoped for-results ensued,
as already described, Hence the remark which M.
Lewin made, when he arrested his prisoner on board
the Garland Grove,—*This would not have beecn
done, had they not heard that you were going away.”
In thetafternoon of Tuesday, February 14th, Mr.
Lewin, a memher of the grand jury of the special
slave court, visited Mr. Burchell and his fellow
prisoner} and, in the course of conversation, informed
them, that on the day after their committal, some of
the hostile party stated in conversation with himself,
that  they feared they had overshot the mark; for if,
on trial, they could not convict Burchell and Gardner,
‘after preventing Burchell from leaving the island, the
colony would suffer more than from any other act, as
the case of oppression would appear so much the
greater.” They had thercfore proposed to him “to
act with Burchell and, Gardner’s friends, in cffecting
their escape, especially that of the former.” His
reply was, “That he would do no such thing; as he
was sure Mr. Burchell and his fricnds were too hon-
ourable to act in such a manner.” After putting them
in- possession of this statement, Mr. Lewin added,
“You must therefore cxpect that they will make heaven
and earth meet, to secure evidence to convict you.”
That this Was rfot an unfounded apprchension, the
following facts are submitted as samples of proof,
which may be producéd in extenso, ’
For the purpose of extorting crimindtive information;
a party seized a poor fc(llow, named William Plummex:,‘.
. one of Mr. Burchell's faithful servants, and -shut, h
up in a close room, with & pan of burning brinien
fof twerity-four hourt, telling him “he should' Bave o
taste of helf before he went there.” - -
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Susan MncMenzie informed Messrs. Sturge and
Harvey, some years aftor, that during the rebellion she
was sent for by certain persons, because she was a
‘“grcat baptist woman.” They tried to make some
man swear against her *to hang her, but did not
succeed; and because she would not say anything
against hier minister, Mr. Burchell, threc ‘men, with
three new cats, were ordered to flog»fer. They gave
her about three hundred lashes, after whieh. she was
sent to the workhouse for three months. So fearful
was the punishment to which she was subjected, that
when the attorney of the estate to which she belonged
ordercd her to the field, August, 1834, she said she
was not able, and, in oridence of the truth of the
statement, showed him her back.®

Ir. George W. Towton, of Lucea, having taken
prisoner a negro man, proceeded thus to interrogate
him.—Dr. T. “Did not Mr. Burchell tell you to
rebel ° Negro. ¢« No, sir.” Dr*T. * Tell me the truth;
confess that he told you'so, or T'll blow your brains
out;"” at the same time clapping a pistol to the man's
head. Moved by so pressing an appeal, the prisoner
retracted his previous denial of Mr. Burchell's guilt,
and made answer, *IIi! for tiue massa! me just
remember!  Night before him go away, him tell me
siuting tan so!"f It mneed scarcely e added that
evidence of so equivocal a character, obtuined under
such circumstances, was not depnsed available by the
party who had tgken the trouble to extort it.

Part of the sume day in whih Mr. Burchell was
favoured with the kindly yisit of Mr, Lewin, he
devoled to correspondence with Mr. Dyer. The letter
is dated, * Commpn gaol, Montego Bay, Fcbruary 14¢h,

® The West Indies in 1837, pp. L 1. Appendt},,
#Christian Reoord, . 106,
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1832;” and aftor narrating the course 8f events during
some previous days, the writer adds the following
sentences :—

“T can and do most solemnly asqure you, that 1 am as innocent of
any connexioh with, or of any knowledge of, this unhappy insurree-
tion, as an ivfant child; and do fwrther most solemnly assure you
thut, nejither directly nor indirectly, have I heen concerned in it.
Still, 1 am committé to gaol; and what Lind of trinl can T expoct
from people thus secking my life, thus thimting for my blood > O,
my dear <ir, pray for me—pray for us! We nced, indeed, an
interest in your prayers, and in the prayers of the Christian church
in Britgin. Nonc know—none can tell, our sufferings : they are
bitter, bittes ! Truly I know what it 18 to say, * My tears have
been my meat day and night.’ We fear not, however, any fair and
‘impartial mvestigation on trial; we have no couse to do so: for
unless such ¢vidence as may he cxtorted by the threat of the
gallows, or hy perjury brought ahout by the promise of life to those
who have deserved death by actual rehellion, or perjury by promise
of large reward to the unprincipled, be hrought agninst us, our
innocenee must and will uppear as the sun at noon-day.”

We have alrcady rccorded that, on the 5th of
February, martial law was superseded by the proclama-
tion of the governom Thus deprived of the licence
they bhad so long cnjoyed for gratifying personal
revenge, and for perpetrating the most atrocious
crueltics on the negroes, the colonists cast an evil eye
on the propertv of the mission and its agents. Long
ginge, indeed, had they committed the first aet of
spoliation, and laideSglter’s Hill chapel in ashes. On
the 3rd of January this large and sybstantial edifice,
which had but just recently ,been completed and
occupied for the purpuses of worship but once, was
fired by a party of the St. James's militia, under the
cqmmand of a half-pay officer, Liput. F. B. Gibbs,
R.N., and @apt. George Gordon. But as the prerog-
ative nf destroying human life was at length resumed
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by the civil potvers, the military took into their hands
that of the destruction of obnoxious property. On the
7th of February, therefore, when the St. Ann's
regiment were about to leave Falmouth, Ensign J. W.
Gayner, justice of the peace. and Adjutant Samucl
Tucker, ordered the men to break down Mr. Knibb's
chapel, which they had occupied as barrflcks during
martial law, and animated them &¢® undertake the
sacrilegious service by sciting the cxample.. Under
such auspices, it was quickly and completely de-
molished. The baptistery, situnted in the chapel yard,
was previously filled up with filth by the workhouse
negroes ; who, being under the management of the
magistrates, cannot be supposed to have done i
without their concurrence. The cenotaph to the
mepory of that devoted evangelist, Rev. James Mann,
was torn down and dashed to pieces by men who
arrogate to themselves the almost exclusive posscssion
of intelligence and good breeding, but who showed
themsclves capable of tfampling with equal reckless-
ness on the rights of the living and the relies of the
dead. While the work of destgiction was proceeding,
information was conveyed {o Lieut. Thomas Tennison,
of the Trelawney regiment, and officer on guard in the
town ; who contented himself with replying, “1t was
no matter whether they broke the chapel og not, as he
supposed they would set it on fire foo !’

In the course of the same day, intimation was given
to the missionaries in Montego Buy, that Dr. Lawson,
the younger, was actively engaged in raising a mob for
the destruction of Mr. Burchql's chapel. No serious
apprehension was, however, entertained, that the
inhabitants of the town would prove themsclves to be
80 utterly lost to all sense of propriety, g8 to y:eltf to
such a proposal. But the next day, Februaty 8th, more
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numerous and certiin indications of¢ their purpose
beeame manifest.  Mr. Roby having been informed of
it, repaired to the court-house, where he informed the
custos, and Dr. Lawson the elder, of it. The former
professcd himsclf incredulous; and said he could not
do anything, unless Mr. Roby would make an affidavit
that the 8ct was about to be committed. This, of
course, he coulli-.ot do: hc offered, however, to swear
that he.had been informed so, and that he belioved it
was contemplated. His honour held this {o be
insufficient to justify his taking any mecasures; but
spoke of the civil and military powers as being at
hand. Dr. Lawson «cxpressed himself as mauch
offended at the imputation thus cast on the inhabitants
of the good town of Montego Bay by Mr. Roby, and
even termed it a **libel,” calling on Mr. John ('optes,
who was ncar, to notice it. Within an hour of this
interview, the wmk of demolition was commenced.'
Mr. Roby again hastened to the court-house, but found
that both the custos and Dr. Lawson were out of the
way, The siriking of the clock, at noon, was the
concerted signal; andees the last note still reverberated
through the hall of the court-house, Licut. Col. Morris
exglaimed {o a gentleman who stood near him, “ Now
let us go!” A party at once issued fiom the sanctuary
of justicea gathering a large mob in their onward
march ; and, by two o'clock, the capacious building, in
which from fiftcen diyndred to two thousand persons
had often received instruction from the lips of the now
imprisoned missionaty, was a heap of ruins.

The following magistinges and officers of militia wergy
present at, and most of them very actively engaged in,
the work of spoliation; thus literally verifying, and
giving specipl significance to, the statoment of His
Lonour thé custos,—*the civil and military powets
are at hand !”
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Lieut.-Col."William. Charles Morris.
Major John Coates,
Capt George Gordon,
«o  William Mitchell Kerr,
.";; John Cleghorn?! Magistrates.
¢ ... Joseph Bowen,
Ben. Haughton Tharpe,
John Thae, -,
William Nettleton Balme.
Edward Evans, Coroner.
Lxeut James Gordon, Magistrate
James Fray.
William Plummer. »
Thomas Watson.
Charles Wallace Ogle.
.. John Henry Morris.
. G. M'Farquhar Lawson, Jun., Adjutant. '
Henry Hunter.
Enmgn William Fowle Holt.
James Coates.
William Gordon.
... Joseph Gill Jump.
- Alexander Campbell, Esq. Copse,
Charles O'Connor, Esq. }Magistrate& '
William Heath, Esq.
Mr. W. B.Popkin, Head Constablg,

Happily for society, such a list of names and titles,
such an an‘a'y of funetionaries anfl f:ﬁ'mia]n..._

? All, all honourable nvu, —

is not uften to be met with m.cmnectwn with such ‘an
.enterprise; and devoutly is it to be hoped, that the
period is far distapt when others will be fired with the
low .ambition. of emulahng their deeds g,nd infamy.
The everits of 1832, in Jamaica, combiné, however,’
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with those of 1791 in England, to evificc that lawless-
ness and outrage are not the attributes of the lower
classes cuclusively ; but, as occasion arises, can also be
agserted by parties whose education and position in
socicty leave them without the shadow of an apology.

At this period, Mr. Burchell was called to cndure, in

addition Yo the impriconment of his person and the
destruction of®4.is place of wm‘“ip, ‘the spoiling of
his goods.” Of the entire missionary brotherhood, he
was the greatest loser in a pecuniary point of view.
* Possessed of private property before he engaged in
the missionary enterprise, he subsequently rendered
important pecuniary «aid to the Jamaica mission.
oHaving fixed his heart upon his missionary cngage-
ments, he had purchased, and furnished at his own
expense, a residence in the mountains, to gﬂ'ord
occasionally a refreshing retrcat for himself and family
from the suliry tempcraturc of Moniego Bay. Thil#
house, called Hillingion, and situated in Hanover, was
burnt down Ly the militia, during the existence of
martial law. Ncar this spot is a house which Mr.
Burchell rented as a chapel, and preached in, called
Shepherd’s Hall, or Gurney’s Mount. At this place, a
Christian church was formed, and a congregation of
several hundred persons usually assembled. It was
entered by the militia, and the benches, pews, pulpit,
and household furniture. (the latter being Mr. Burchell's
property,) were taken out and burnt. Various other
damages were also sustained by him, .cof which we have
no particulars.”* «

The colonial incendigrjcs procceded with such detor-
mination and activity in their career, that, by the 19th
of Fobruary, ten places of worship, in the western part
of the island, were razed to the ground; and a large

# Narmative of Recent Events &, by the Musmonarles, p. 120. gy,
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amount of perfonal or mission property destroyed,
stolen, or injurcd, at four other stations. Under thesc
circumstances, the missionaries addressed a memorial
to his cxcellency the governor at Montego Bay: to
which a prompt reply wa$ rendered by his sccretary,
stating that the petition had been anticipated by his
exccllency. as would appear from the proclarﬂnﬁon just
promulgated through the jisland, wid called on all
custodes of parishes and justices of the peace to seek
out and discover the authors of such outrages, in order
to their being punished. So little respect was paid to
the proclamation, however, that very soon after it had
been posted, several copies were torn down; and,
underncath one in the court-house, was found written,*
* Whosoever gives information respecting the above,
shall gntitle himself to be tarred and feathered I

The deplorable enmity which prevailed against the
truc benefactors of the country was such, that, on o
requisition, the scnior magistrdte, T. J. Gray, Esq.,
eonvened a meeting at the comt-house, with the design
of influencing the representatives in the house of
assembly, to  cxpel the baptist sect from tho island.”
The gpeeches made were in accordance with this
feeling, and resolutions were passed, expressive gf
cqual abhorrence of religion and of its propagators. A
further illustration of the same spirif, amd of the
unblushing cffrontery with which it was manifested,
was farnished in a large manuscrjps placard, measuring
ninetecn inches By twelve, found posted on the door of
the court-house. As the original® document now lies
before the biographer, a tragseript of it is given, as
near to it in character as type will admit of. It ran as
follows s
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S But the prophel which shall presume to speak a word in
my name which I have not commanded him to speak, cven
that prophet shall die.” ~DEuTERONOMY, chap. xviil. ver, 20.

May this be the fate of all such as
BURCHELL!

But though thus pursued with untiring energy, the
persons of the missionaries were still uninjured ; and,
upder the guardianship of a divine Providence, they
seemed to bear about with them a more than charmed
life. If their external circumstances were not those of
ease and honour, they were far more serene and happy
in mind than their persecutors; and, while confiding
all to the hands of their once crucified, but now
glorified Lord and Master, felt that all was well and-
“secure for time and evernity. . .

Amidst the discomforts of a prison, Mr. Burchell
derived much spiritual consclation from the pages of
Rev. W. Jay's * Morning and Evening Exercises ;" and
from the Rev. C. Bridges’ admirable “Exposition of
.the 119th Psalm ;" many portions of both works he
marked with his pencll Above all, he found his bible "
to be, nof, merely the oracle of * wisdom profitable to
direct,” but a Source of richest and all-sustaining solace,
a fountain of hfe-g;vmg joy and strength, .

Perhaps his suﬂ‘enugm' eived their greatest
vation from the conscm‘ﬁgss that, beneath thegm
roof. with himself Wexg so many of his beloved.:ﬂock
exposed 'to every md;gmty, and whose only cm:& was
that they were baptists. As they were takert out of
their cells, gnd allowed to walk in the prison-yard from
day te. aay, fora brief airing, Ha could recognisc mme
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of them through® the grating of his window, although
from the position of his own room le could not con-
verse with them. But, to a 'missionary brother who
visited him, he expressed thé deepest and tenderest
sympathy for them; whilst he made their spiritual
support and final deliverance the subject of his frequent
and importunate prayer to God.

The second Lord’s day had now e.1c and passed
away, since the prison doors had closed upon him and
his * companion in tribulation ;” but to ncither of them
had it been a day of joyous fellowship with the saints,
or of holy repose to their own souls. On the contrary,
it was a season of disquiet to thepselves, as it fiad been
of turbulence among the prisoners who crowded the
gaol. 'While all things thus wore the darkest aspect,
and a case of treason seemed likely to be made out
against them both, founded on Stennctt’s evidence; and
long after the shadows of night had fallen on all within
and without the narrow circumference of their room;
observing from the tonc of *Mr. Gardner’s conversation
that his heart was ready to faint, Mr. Burchell thus
addressed him:—* You know, my dear brother, your
own innocence in this matter, and I know mine. Our
only refuge is in God. Wec have trusted in him in
times past, and have ever found him to be ‘a God near
at hand as well as afar off.” You know what prayer
has effected; and you remember what Mezekioh did,
when threatened by the king of Agsyria, how he went
up to.the house of the Lord,; s'prem_l his case before
him there. We, gny brotheWere doparred the privilege
of resort to the Lord’s house; .but we are not shut out
from the presence of the Lord; neither can.the bars of
this prison prevent our approaching him at the mercy-
.seat. Let us, then, spread our case bcfo‘e the Goldl
whom we delight to serve; it may be that he will hear
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uf, and send “deliverance.” "Fhese words, fresh from
the heart, were not uttered in vain; and if, these
“prisoners of the Lord” did not, like Paul and Silas
at Philippi, cheer their dungeon with the voice of
melody, they did with that »f prayer; and during the
silent watches of the night both poured out their souls
in earnes. supplication, until the light of breaking day
surprised thewsjn the hallowed exercise. They then
conversed with each other a little, but it was in an
altered ‘tonc; when at length Mr. Burchell said,
« Well, brother Gardner, I feel greatly cncouraged ;
and my spirits arc relieved of a heavy burden. I
cannot but think the Lord is about to work deliverance
,for us.” In about an hour aftcr, the first person who
was admiited to see them communicated the startling
information that Stennett, unable longer to endure the
tortures of conscience. had made voluntary confession
to a magistrate that he had taken a falsc oath against
the lives of the missionaries.

Scarcely indeed had that unhappy man witnessed
the immediate results of his affidavit, in the imprison-
ment of his victims, than his conscicnce gave utterance
to upbraidings, and began to afflict his heart with bitter
reproaches. To prevent his escape, he was put under
arrest, having surrendered himself to a magistrate some
few days previously as a companion of the rebels. By
those who safv him at this time, he is represenied as
being the image of extreme misery; and some affirmed
he was got likely to live until the assizes. On the 14th
of February, his mental anguish spufned all restraints ;,
and, sendmg for his upcle, r. George Scatt, a respec
able zesident in the town, he gave expression. do. t.h
cause of his distress, by declaring that he had begk
Bribed g,o gwear falsely. Between'this date ahd the
20th of'thé same month, Mr. Scott informed Stennett's
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mpther, who at *once waited on Mr. John Mandersnn.
and disclosed to him the intelligence she had received.
On the following Wednesduy, the 22nd, Mr. Manderson
was called upon to attend the court-house, on some
business relative to the prisoners there. Among them
was Stennett, who, as under the impulse of somc
invisible and irresistible agency, approached ®Mr. Man-
derson, and, in the presence of the 6. ftry, Legan to
disburden his labourlng spizit.  Mr. Manderson desired
him to ccase for the present ; until, having tiunsacted
the business on which he had been reguired, he called
Mr. Racburn, the non-commiscioned officer on guard,
to hear his marrative. He thgn cautioned "Stenncit
against felling a falschood, re~peeting the parties whosc o
names he had mentioned; admonishing him of the
cffects produced on his mind by his having falsely
implicuted the missionaries. His statcment was com.
mitfed to writing, in the form of an affidavit, and ran
thus : —* Samucl Stennett, of the parish of 8t. James,
county of Cornwall, the island of Jamaica, being duly
sworn. maketh oath and saith, that the affidavit made
by him against the baptist missionaties, Thomas Bur-
chell and Francis Gardner, which led to their confine-
ment in gaol, was false and unjust ; that he had never
heard from them such facts as he had sworn against
them; that he was instigated to do so by Messrs.
George Delisser, George M‘Farquhar snawson, jun.,
Joscph Bowen, and William Charleg, Morris, the former
of whom assurcd.hxm he would be Well looked upon
hy the gentlemen of this place ; thgt the country would
give him £10 per annum, and at he, George Dclisser,
would meke it £50. This deponent further saith, that
he is induced to make this declaration to relicve his
conscience, as h¢ knows nothing oguingf the sald
miss}sma.rius; and that he never joined the baptist
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society, as a member, till, after Mr. Burchell had left
the country. So help me God.” This stalement was
read over to him in the peace office, in the presence
of Messrs. Delisser, Bowen, and Morris, three of the
accusod parties, together with some other magistrates.
On being asked, if he would swear to it, he replied
that *“ het vas ready to swear 1o it immediately.” Al-
though abuscdmd thicatened, and that in no very
gentle terms, he could not be shaken from his purpose ;
but steatlily persisted in usserting that his present re-
cantation, and not the former affidavit, expressed the
real truth, Then, addressing himsclf to the gentlemen
individually, he appealed to their own inward con-

_ sciousness : —* You know you did, and you cannot
deny it; and you, Mr. Delisscr, Mr. Morris, and Mr.
Bowen, were the first persons who spoke to me about
it, and offered mc money if I would do it.” ‘

On Friday, the 21th, as Mr. Manderson was passing
along the strcet, he was met by Mr. Bowen, who in his
solicitude for the moral proprieties of others, scems
to have posscesed the happy faculty of forgetting any
impeachment of his own. ITe inquired, therefore, with
exquisite naiveté, what it was that Stennett had said
respecting him.  Mr. Manderson showed him a copy
of the deposition ; on reading which he began to swear,
callmg Stennett a lying rascal, &e. His brother magm—
trate smd “ Mr. Bowen, did you not believe this man's
deposition against Mr. Burchell and Mr. Gardner?”
“Yes,” rephed'Mr Bowen, *1 did.” *Then you
maust believe this 1qo,” was the re‘)mnﬁvr s “for it is on
precisely the same authority. You must believe both,}
or reject both.” Not liking either horn of the dilemma,
Mr. Bowen passed on without any further remark.

¢ On the 25th the missionaries in the town appealed
to Mr. Mahderson, in his official character, to obtain
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‘the liberation o hail of their imprisoried brethren, in
' consequence of. this retractation of the charge against
them. He cheerfully undertook to submit the subject
to the consideration of the magistrates; but they
refused to interfere. On tlds, the prisoners themselves
drew up and forwarded to the governor the following
memorial.

“10 I8 EXCELLENCY THOE GOVERNOR,

s (]
“ The humble memorial of THoMAS DrreneLL and Fravcrs
GARDNER, baptist missionaries.

“ Suewert,—That your memoriulists, together with scgcral other
missionaries, recently laid beforé your exgellency a memorial, stating
their situation at the town of Montego Bay ; and they crave your
excellency's attention to the following additional circamstances

“On the 10th of February instant, your memorialist, Thomas
Burchel, received from the custos of the parish his liberation from
imprisoument on board the ship Garland Grove ; when, in conse-

quence of the demolition of the chapel on the Bay, the destruction .

of all the mission and his own private property, as also of informa-
tion received from most respectalfie authority, of a plot having been
entered into against his life, by certam of the inhabitants, he resolved
on leaving the igland by an American vessel which was to sail in &
day or two. S

% On Saturday morning, the 11th instant, a requisition was sent to
the custos, for hi§ interfercnce to prevent your memoralist’s de-
parture. This not suceceding, a warrant was issucd againsi him, by
Joseph Bowen, Faq,, founded upon the deposition of a free person
of colour, named Samuel Stennett, who stated ¢ MNat 'Lfr. Burchell
had said to him, and other leaders of the baptist society, to go
among thé negroes in the country, and tell shem that freedom was
theiry, and that they Fuet fight and pray for it, 8nd they will get it ;
und further, that he had heard Parson Gardper say the same.’

*“'The deponent, Samucl Stennett, had been in gaol, on suspicien
of having been concerned in the lat rebellion, and had becn dis-
charged several days before your memoralist, Thomas Burchell, had
any thouglit of leaving, the ialand ; still, no deposition sgainst hitg
was made, until the failure of the requisition fo the qustos to pre.
vent hiy depdrture. -
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“On. the warrant being ‘served on your wemoralist, Thomas
Burchell, the high constable stated to him, € that the warrant would
not have been issued against lnm, but for his intention to lenve the

island.’

" «Qn the aforesaid deposition, your memoralists, Thomas Burchell
and Francis Gardner, were fully dommitted to the county goal, to
take their trial at the ensuing assize court.

“Since .ot period, the said Samuel Stennett has stated to
several persons, & nong others to John Manderson and — Raeburn,
Esgs. (whose depoz'lt‘ions to the fact have been laid before the
magistrites,) ‘that the affidavit made by him against your memo-
rialists was false and unjust—that e never heard from them such
facts as he had sworn against them—that he way instigated o do so
by Messrs. George Delisser, George M‘Farquhar Lawson, jun.,
Joseph Bowen, and William Charles Morris, the former of whom
assured him that he would be well looked upon by the gentlemen

" of this place, that the country would give him £10 per anntm, and
that he, George Delisser, would make it up £50—that he was
induced to make this declaration to relicve his conscience, as he
knows nothing against the said missionarics—and that he never
joined the baptist socicty as a m(,mbu, until after Mr. Burchell
had left the country.’

“Your mcmomhsts still lﬂmam in custody, although the person
on whose sole testimony they were committed has thus publicly
contradicted his own deposition. They therefore humbly pray that
your excellency will give such directions for their being released
from prison, on bail or otherwise, or grant such other relief, as to
your excellency shall scem meet.

L And your memorialists shall ever pray, &e.
(Slgned,) “TronAs BunchELL.
Francis GARDNER.
“ Montego Bay Qaol, February 25th, 1832,

I cansequence ‘of this memorial, the governor m
some cpmmunicatigns to the magistrates, the pur;
of which did not trar;spne No relief, however,, as
obtained ; and, strange ‘as it may seem to persoﬁ.an
this oodntry, where the freedom of the accused. quxckly
follows. on_the failure of witnesses, the memoralists
had {0 ﬁubfmt to the; -discomfarts and degradation of a"

v
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gaol for several Wweeks longer. That the magistrates
would be desirous of putting them into a disadvan-
tageous position, in regard to public opinion and the
approaching court of assize, by keeping them in’
“ durance vile,” can b® readily understood; but that
the prayer of the prisoners, founded on such premises,
should not have been immediately allowe# by the
governor, is inexplicable.

As no other expectation now remained, than that
the case would be prosecuted {o its extremekt issue,
the friends who were at large generously endeavoured
to make the most of their means and opportunities in
preparing for the trial. The difficulties atlerdant on
this were manifold, and scemed all but insuperable.
The slaves had not yet recovered from the panic
occasioned by the despotic and savage proceedings of
martial law. The missionaries themsclves could not
venture to travel in scarch of information, for fear of
the violence with which "they were threatened; and it
was only by stealth that afly of the negroes ventured
to visit, in order to communicate with them. Not-
withstanding all obstructions, however, such a mass
of evidence was at length procured, as set their mmds‘
comparatively at case.

On the 3rd of March, the hearts of all were checred -
by -the arrival from Kingston of their lega] adviser,
James Forsyth, Esq. attorncy-at-law ; ‘1.!.1 whom they
found “not only an intelligent and zea.lous agent, but
a pious, fervent djsciple of their common Lord; with
whom, even in the fransacting of Qusiness, they could
hold Christian communion. He gntered upoa his work,

t as the hired defender of Prisoners against prose-

itors, ‘but with the conviction that the latter were
Only the blind agénts of Belial, striking at the caua!
“of the Redeemer through his servants; a.n‘dthh the'
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determination to use his utmost ability to overcome the
enemy.” *

On Monday, the 12th of March, the assize court
for the county of Comnwall was opened at Montego
Bay, the then chief justice; theIon. George Lowman
Tuckett, presiding.  His opening charge to the grand
inquest wwas characterized by good feeling, and a
dignificd imf'arfiality. The list of the prosecutiouns,
and of the witncsses in their support, were then called
over in‘open court; from which it appeared, that the
charge against Mr. Gardner was to be sustained by the
testimony of four witncsses, in addition to that of the
porjurm'l‘ Stennett; while the last-mentioned individual
was the only one to be produced against Mr. Buichell,
Notwithstanding this eatiaordinary fact, the attorncy-
geneal, the Ilon. Fitz-Herbert Batly, expressed his
determination to send in an indictment aguinst the
lattor, on that single and 1efracted cvidence. It is
scarcely necessary 16 add, that « fiue bills” weae found
by the grand jury : consistiag, as it did, almost enthcly
of white peisons resident in the disturbed districts,
most of whom had suffercd more or less by the insur-
rection, and nearly all of whom had prcjudged and
condemned the missionaries.f Their names, residences,
s&e. are as follows : —

William Ridgard, of the parish of Hanover, Esgq.,

Foreman.
¥.. Nembhard, do do.
Jolm Vagsall, do! do.
Frederick Hendricks, do. Shopkecperf
Janjes Mullings, do. Planter.

¥ Narrative of Recent Events, &¢ by the Wiesonaries, p 08
¢ Hew:the statemants of Venture and Parls, 1n the ¢ Chnatian !
No'v. p 12¢°
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George Rose, of the patish of Hanaver, Planter.
John Jones, of the parish of Westmoreland, Kaq.

John L. Grant, do. Planter.
James Polack, of the parish of 8t. James, Merchant.
James Bheletto, ~ V do. Planter.
William James Angas,  do. do.
Joseph Cohen, do. do.
Charles Nicholson, do. do.
John Clare Davis, do. do.
Horatio Corinaldi, do. do.
Alexander Baillie, do.

William F. Holt, of the parish of Trelawney, do.
John Larkin, do.» do.
Peter Heron, do. do.
Charles 8. Hopkins, do. do.
Joscph Solomon, do. do.
James Gerrard, do. do.
John Ferguson, do. do.

On the following chnc:sday, the 14th of March,
an incident occurred of most amusing interest, and
which sadly interfered with the gravity of state-pro.
secutions. It is thus related by o gentleman who was
present, and who, under the signature of « Equitas,”
sent an account of it to thc Watchman of the 81st
instant,

“In the course of the trial of the soldier, for the
murder of the negro Trim, the attormey-general stated,
that he was sorrygto interrupt the proceedings of the
court, but he had received & messade from the grand
jury, as to some information which they required re-
Specting a bill then before them. The chief-justive
said, ‘ Let the grapd jury come jnto court, snd state,
the request.” They then came up, and the,_ foreman
saif to the‘pourt, that they were at a Loss haw to pro-
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ceed with the bill in the case of Mr. Burchell, as the
only witness to support it had confessed himself per-
jured. * Gentlemen,’ said the judge, °I have nothing
to do with the matter; it is for you to judge of the
credibility of any witness’in support of a bill. If it
were a pomt of law upon which jou sought my advice,
I would be Jmppy to give it you to the best of my
ability ; but this 1ests cntirely with yourselves. If
you wish my advice as an individual, I would say,
without hesitation, that a person who has confessed
himsclf peijured is not entitled to credit, and it would
be higldy improper to 1cceise his testimony.” A juror
then addiessed the attoincy-gencral, and inquired what
was to be done with the bill, us there was 1o othes
witncss to support it? ¢ Gentlemen,’ said the ativiney-
general, ¢ why the same as yjou would do wjth any
other bill; thiow it out—write on it ignoramus.’
* But,’ said the wiscacre, *hotw can we ignore a bill,
when there s no evidonce before us to support it 2’

, The grand jury having reluctanily writien *igno-
1amus ” (as they might well do with ludicous and
mortifymg propriety) on the bill, Mr. Burchell's dis
charge was ordared.  Immediatcly on the sheriff’s
arrival at the prison with that document, Mrs. B
chcll, who Lad Leen there from an early hour, hastened
to ber lodgicgs, the residente of Mr. J. F. Brown, to
inform the fiiends of it, two of whom went to escort
Lim home. Onchis enteting the house, many of the
free members of his flock crowdedito sce him, and to
tender their congiatulations. One of them, in fhe
noble spirit of the guapel, said to him, * Ministe¥, no
you feel 100 bad ; we enemy, dem very wicked. Dem
.take we neger, dem hang we, dem, shoot we, dend” pill
we blood/as though we no worth at all; but, we must
no fael too bad. We must pray for we ‘persecutor.
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' .
for though dem'wicked for true, dem no convert yet.”
In a similarly admirable strain, another thus addressed
him in the course of the aflernoon :—* Massa, no you
feel too trouble. We persccutor, dem bad—dem too
bad; but de bible tell weAwe musi pray for we perse-
cutor. And you know, minister, Paul’ him once a
Saul.” Amidst these touching ctptesmﬂls of his
people’s love and piety, he was at length so completely
overcome, that he was obliged to defer the visits of
others until the motrow.

"Two hours of pleasurable enfranchisement, however,
had scarcely elapscd, when intelligence was brought
that a conspitacy against Lis Jife was in process of
formation ; and that numeious white persons had becns
seen assembling in a certain place.  The coloured
people having become aware of the plot, determined
{o guard the house; and, as the dusk of evening set
in, posted themselves in the lower part of it. By
scven o'clock, indications of an attack began to de-
velop themsclves. Capt. "Lacy, of the brig Hygeia,
in his haste to asceitain Mr. Burchell's lodgings, in-
sultingly accosted one of his fiicnds, a respectable
fcmale of colour; for which he was beaten severely by
a person who was near. Shortly after, a large body
of persons, principally white gentlemen of the town,
made their appearance, and, vociferougly gemanding
the person of Mr. Burchell, threatened to pull the
house down in case of refusal; on, which he escaped
by the back wgy to some neighbouring premises,
whence he could be recalled vs sircumstances might
requie. On  observing numgrous porsons in the
house, and a considerable opposmg party having also
assembled without, the assailants felt nonplussed, and
scemed at a loss how to proceed. The frignds of M}
Burrhcll waited until the others should comnence acts

L2
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of aggression, und stood on the defensive mercly. In
the meanwhile, clamour and confusion, such as to
beggar all description, began to prevail. Mr. Brown
now thought it advisable to appeal to the civil author-
itics. Accordingly, Mr. Ley in started off in scarch of
a magistrate; and, having occasion to pass by Mr.
Roby's hduse, he informed him of what was going
forward. Thi grntleman forthwith proceeded on the
same crrand as Mr. Lewin, and suceceded in procuring
the attendance of Mr. KEwert, the magistraic of Mon-
tego Bay. In the meantime, Mr. Lewin having fallen
in with Mr. Watkis, barrister at law, was conducted
by him to the chicf-jugtice, who instantly hastencd to
#he scene of tumull, and nsed every cxertion {o dis-
persc the mob. Finding them, however, to be uilerly
antractable, he went towards the comi-house to obtain
military aid. Most of the local authorities c¥inced
great indifference t¢ the progress of the tumult, or
seemcd not unwilling to favour its continvance and
success, Two of themn, ITh' G. M'F. Lawson, scnior,
and Mr. W. Hcath, while sitting in Mr. Burchell’s
lodgings, resisted the proposal of the chief-justice for
a military guard, unless an affidavit weré made to
show its nccessity ; ulthough, at the sclf-same moment,
several hundred persons were acting the part of de-
moniacs heforg the door of the house. The following
affidavit was thercfore made.
“ Jamaica, sa

¢ Personally appeared hefore me, John L‘“ Brown, who, being
duly sworn, maketh oath,and saith, that a great mob has nssem:%y
at the fiont of thus deponent’s residence, as this deponent vedll’
believes for the purpose of 8oing bodily injury to the person
the Rev, Thomas Burchell, who is at present a lodger in his
(fleponent’s) house; and this deponent further unith, that hg,.hath
every Teason {p apprehend that his premises will be attaskied, and
vivlence ensde, unless the said mob is immediately dispersed.”
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4 But for the eiemplary forbearance of Mr. Burchell’s
colotired friends. the most calamitous consequences
must *have been attendant on this tumultuary move-
mant:* At length, however, military aid was obtained ;
arid®as fhe chief-justice apWrehended a fearful sacrifice
of life; he earnestly advised Mr. and Mrs. Burchell to
take shelter on board the Ariadne map-ofwar, then
lying in the harbour. Tn fartberanee of this design,
he deputed a white gentleman, an officer of militia, to
procure a boat for their conveyance to the ship. The
officer’s choice fell on a frail and leaky one, in the
hope (there is every reason to suppose) of its going
with its freight to the bottom.s A militia-man, how-
ever, who was on guard on the spot, knowing the boate
to be a crazy one, prevented the foul design from
taking cffcet, by recuring one belonging to the man-
of-war, which, at the time, happened to be fastened by
a line to the side of the wharf. #Arrangements having
been completed, about ten o'clock at night the pro-
cession left Mr. Brown's house, under escort of a
detachunent of the 84th regiment.  Mr. Burchell was
conducted by the chicf-justice, and Col. T.awson the
commander of the military guard; Mrs, Burchell fol-
lowed, under the earc of Col. Morris and Mr. Heath,
and a large party of coloured and black friends. As
they debouched into the street leading, to ghe whatf,
which was nearly a qugrter of a mile distant, the up-
roar increased to a tremendous height, in consequence
of a report havirg got wind that the foes of the mis-
sionary were endcavouring to smatch him from his
escort, with the design of throwing him into the sea.
At length, amidst scenes of the most frightful excite-
ment and tumult, the antagonist masses heaving fo
and fro like the billows of a {empest-togred oceal,
above wlrich the din.of strife rose in horfid discord
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and roar, the edge of the wharf was gained; and Mr.
and Mrs. Burchell, guickly stepping into the hoat,
were rowed to the ship in safety.

Mr. Burchell immediately mounted her side, to seek
an interview with her cémmander, Capt. Phillips.
Mrs. Burchell was detained, exppsed in the open boat,
for upwarlis of an hour; a licufcnant remaining with
her, until an order should come for her to follnw.
When at length she was allowed to go on deck,
another officer informed her that she could not see her
husband again for the night; and that, as there was no
accommodation provided for ladies on board, he would
place his berth at her elisposal. Having no alternative,

eshe accepted the offer, and retired to pass a sleepless
and anxious night.

The next day Mr. Burchell was visited by the chief-
justice, the attorney-general, Col. Tawson, Cn.pf Gray,
and Dr. Gordon, who (uticated him to exercise a gene-
rous prudence, by leaving the seene of excitement. In
the course of the forenoon the missionarics, having heard
that these anthorities had gone on board, and being
apprehensive that in Mr. Burchell's harasced state of
mind he might be persnaded to act hastily, desired Mr.
Dendy to procced {o the .4riadne, and request him to
determine on nothing until he could converse with his
brethren., Ahout three o’clock, while Mr. Forsyih, the
attorncy, and Mr. Whitehorne, were busily engaged
with the defence of Messrs. Gardner and Knibb, the
latter received a note fiom Mr. Burchell, requesting an
immediate visit from him and Mr. Forsyth,
officer by whom it ho(!. «been remitted, undertook
convey them on board, at the same time stating that
the writer was about to prowed (as he understo
Ringston. » They lost no time in complying v@'q

request; but, on reacling the ship, found eir
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surprisc that they could speak to their friend only in
Capt. Phillips's presence.  Mr. Burchell then informed
them, that he had promised to sail for America that
evening. Mr. Whitchorne mentioned to him, in broken
scntences, (being oftem intgrruptetl by Capt. Phillipy,)
that they and their brethren on shore would much
regret such a deeision, although they had goreviously
advised 1t : heeause, if he renyﬁno.d, #his cnemies,
huving made an unsuccessful attack and ascertained
the strength of his friends, would be afraid ¢o repeat
it; while their success in sending him away, would
probably encourage them to adop! similar measures in
procuring the departure of thc re<t. 'While these
statements were being made, the "eaptain prohibited Mr.
Burchell's reply; saying, that “if he wished to hear’
such remarks, he was at full liberty to do so, Lut it
must Be on the beach, to which he should be conveyed
at 2 moment’s notice if he desired.” Having cntered
into the engagement, however, Mr. Burchell did not
feel himself at liberty to withdraw from it ; but, leaving
the apariment for a few minufes, hastily penned the
1casons which had induced his decision, boing the same
as were urged Dby the chicf-justice; numely, the
imminent danger to his life, if le landed—the
probable effusion of blood between the contending
parties—and the probable cvil Dias which his con-
tinuance on the island, and espc(mlly on® the Bay,
might have on the tials of Mossrs. Gardner and
Knibb, then pen?ing. “These roatons, whother well
founded or othefwise, were certainly imporfant, and
involved no sacrifice of prmcxple%r of honour. Had
he not been influenced more by regard for the lives of
others, and the public peace, than by consxdcrauouq of
personal comforte or safely, we are convinced Mg.
Burchell, would not have acceded to %fhe urgent
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rocommendation of the chief-justice, the atiorney-
general, and Dr. Lawson, to leave the island."*

Arrangements were now made for his departure; an
American schooner, which had 1ecently arrived, being
chartered for the purpose ,of conveying him to the
United States.

‘When,some few days after, a deputation of M
Burchell's frivnds waited on the chief-justice Tuckett,
to thank him for his kind intcrference in protecting
him from the mob: his honour was pleased to eapress
highly commendatory sentiments in reference to his
character.  1le then proceeded to sfate, that it was
a fortunate circumstance that he was on the spot, on
beyond doubt Mr. Burchell would not at that time

"have been in existence, and many other lives would
have been lost; amidst all, however, he never saw a
man’s mind more composed and peaceful than was his,
under the most exciting eircumstances.” Further, ¢ he
had heard, on good cuthotity, that tar hid been pur-
chased ; and that it had been arranged for some one to
visit the ship, who, professing 10 act as a friend, should
advise him to come on shore, when they would tar and
feather him, and set him on fire. On receiving this
information he had gone on board with the attorney-
general, and advised Mr. Burchell as 1o the course he
should adopt, in which he expressed his concurrence.”

In accérdarfe with this advice,—sixty-seven days
after his arrival out from England, all of which had
been passed undet a process of persecution the most
unrelenting and malignant, caleulated o exhaust both
body and mind,—ﬁaving becn a prisoner for cleven
days ‘on board the Blinche, twenty-two on board the
Garland Grove, and thirty-three in Montego Bay gaol,
the victim of lawlessness, perjury, and brutality,—~Mr.

() * Nanaltive of Recont Events, &o., p. 73.
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Burchell left thé. shores of Jamaica, on the morning of
Friday, the 16th of March, Thus did the Master
whom he served, finally deliver him from the murderous
designs of * wicked and unreagonable men ;” reserving
him for future labour§ and, usefulness, when the storm
should have somewhat subsided.

If the three months which havp -jui;{ passed under
review gave birth to a series of events that pressed
with severity on the subject of this memoir, their
general consequences were of a character alike calami-
tous and criminal. Ongmatmg for the most part in
fierce and bitter passions, their sourse was correspond-
ingly destructive; and life and property, to a fearfule
amount, were sacrificed together on the altar of
Moloch. No philanthropic or Christian mind can con-
template the deeds which were then perpetrated, and
the scenes which werc then called into existence,
without a thrill of horror and regret. In many,
instances, the beautiful face of nature was scorched
and blackened by the flames of incendiarism; it was
polluted by the blood of slaughtered humanity in yet
more ; together presenting a spestacle over which an
angel mlght weep.

The conduct of the negroes, in destraying their
master's property, is an evil deeply tosbe dgplored, a
circumstance that ctannot be 'defended. Yet, the
accumulated wrongs of bygone ages—~—the ceaselessness
and aggravatmn #f, their own sufferings—the brutal
ignorance to wh:.ch they were dooged by their heart-
less taSkmasters-—the .depraved smorals in whick they '
,Were constrained to pass their lives—the natural 1
Wen hearts for liberty—the expectations wlugh
‘bl beert awakened, by what they had he )
masters’ tables’ and 6t 'publm meetmgs, of th mtenhoﬁ‘s

L5
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of the home government—the repotted arrival and
surreptitious withholding of the *frec papers”—und
the trcasonable threats of the colonial politiciane and
orators to resist, ¢ ef armis, the authorities of the
mother country,—constitutp no inconsiderable plea in
bar of a rigorous judgment ; and will, in the estimation
of an impurtial posterity, at least palliate what they
cannot wholly‘ justify.

The revenge taken by the colonists was indiscrimi-
nate and excessive, involving equally the innocent and
the guilty; it was inflicted with a gusto and insatiable-
ness characteristic only of the most debased and savage
tribes of ‘carth. Accorgling to their vocabulary, however,

+ “ it was the jnst recompence of rebellion; a word that
has been made the apology for more atrocities than
any other word—save religion.™ Delermined that
nothing should be wanting to render their retibutive
administration complete, they invoked the ecclesiastical
element at an early period; and, on the 26th of
January, at §i. Ann’s Bal, instituted the * Colonial
Church Union,” the genius of which was worthy of St.
Dominic himeelf. Armed with the two-cdged sword
of church and state, and freed from all the restraints of
the statute book by the substitution of martial law for
civil rule, their course of retaliatory violende was not
only onward, put impetuous ; swecping all before them
with the resistlessness of an organised and gigantic
power,

. The recklessness of negro life, by which this period
was distinguished,¢ds truly terrifie. Men and women
were. cut and shot dgwn with the most perfect sang
Jroid; amd the gibbel was furnished with victims
axmdst the ribald jests and fiendish laughter of mock
Sudges. 'I;he court-martial, indeed, might have been a

.M cpcou s Hlatory of tho Conquest of Moxieo, vol, 1ii! p. 218,
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pandemonium, #s the military executions they ordered
were little better than human butcheries. Evidence,
such as it was, could be casily obtained ; and conviction
immediately followed. At the time Mr. Burchell was
in the Bay gaol, a megro, who had previously been a
servant in his family, was lying there under senfence
of death, on no other cvidence than the &llowing:—
“He (the witness, an attorney) be,liew(:d him 1o be
connccted with the rebellion.” On this testimony he
way found guilty, und condemmned! At an earlier
period of the insurrection, George Spence, belouging to
Fat Quarter, wasr apprchunded on a Friday cvening,
and the following morning put on his trial before a
similar t1ibunal, Much was clicited fiom the magy
against himsclf, in answer to subtle questions proposed
by the president of the court; and various attempts
were'made to induce him to say something that would
criminate Mr. Burchdl.  For instance, such questions
as these were proposed :—* Burchell told you, you
were 1o be fice at Chtistmas, dido’t hé? Didn't
Burchell say you must fight for free?” In answer to
these and other similar questions, the man stated that
he did not know Mr. Burchell, he never saw him; he
was not a baptist, he Delonged to Mr. Watson’s
(presbyterian missionary) church. The manifest in-
justice and partiality of the proceedings on the part of
the president, induced an officer present, fhough not
one of the court, to protest against them, but in vain;
as he was giveg to undersiand e had mo 1ight to
inturfere with the proceedings of tho court. Tho issue
of the trial was, though they failed to clicit any thing
against Mr. Burchell, the m#n was found guilty, and
sentenced to be shot immediately. Whether sentonce
bad been formally promounced in the hearing of the
criminal ,or not, certain it is that, whedsled out to
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exccution, he was ignorani of the fale that awaited
him. When taken from the court-room, seeing the
soldiers drawn up in readiness to conduct him to the
closing scene, he inquired of the marshal, with evident
surprise and alarm, “ Whege art you going to tuke
me? what are you going to do with me?” The brutal
answer heeeceived to these interrogations was, “ You
will see presdntly what is to be dome with you.”
Arrived at the spot, and beholding the preparations on
the part of the military, he renewed his inquiry, * What”
are you going to do with me?” He was only answered
by the too significant action of the commanding officer
snatching*from his back the short jacket he ware, and
throwing it over his head, tying the sleeves round his
neck, so as for ever to exclude from his sight the things
of earth. The officer, with his own hands, secured the
rope by which the man was tied, and then stdpped
back, and gave the word to fire. In a few seconds the
wretched man lay a mangled coapse on the ground.
The whole process of he triul and execution dld not
occupy threc hours.*

Many suffered death in various ways, simply on the
ground that they were baptists. They had rendered
themselves obnoxious by becoming members of a
Christian church, and the activity with which they
laboured to serve the cause of God and truth; and the
opportunity was now scized for wreaking on t
treasured wrath, under the forms of law. Thus
were not so much’the victims of personul crime,
they were martyrs {or their rehgmn, in whom
Christian character ofien shone out in great beauty,
under the most trying chrcumstances. The following
may be taken as an illustration. During the aseend-
enty of the military powers, an extellent and aged

+ Gox\dustory of the Baptiat Misaton, vol. ii. pp, 175~177.
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negro was doonfed to execution. On his way to the
fatal tree on which he was to suffer, he approached the
overseer through whosc influence he had been in-
iquitously condemned; and, after a few remarks
declaratory of his inflocerge, thus addressed hnn -
“Well, busha, me forgive you. And me pray me'God
to forgive you, and give you long life; apdnake you
see your wickedness before you die, dat you no suffer
in de world to come.” Such were the last words he
spoke on earth, expressive of the same spirit that was
breathed by his dying Saviour and Master on Calvary.
These noble-minded disciples of the crucified One, who
wvalued religion more than their, casc and reputation,
their consistency more than life itsclf, were driven out s
of the world in circumstances of ignominy as well as
suffering, and amidst the execrations of their impious
assailahits ; they fell unpitied and unwept by those who
claimed for themselves the cxclusive posscssion of
refined sentiments and gentlemanly feelings ; they were
consigned with every incidént of indignity to a felon's
grave, or left to moulder where they perished by the
‘hand of violence :—

“ Their ashes flew—

No marble tells us whither, with their names

No bard emhalma and sanctifios his song ™
But they are unot overlooked or forgotten by Him to
whom ¢ the souls bencath the altar” address their
solemn litany, and who will be rcvealod at the great
assize a8 Judge ofyquick and dead. Mcanwlhile, © thexr
witness is in heaven, and their record is on high.’

If, however, not a few of the baptists, as such, fell
the victims of persecutxon the propnetors, resident in
the disturbed diatrxcts, were decply indebted to other
members of the same denomination for magnanimows
and sucogpsful cfforts to save their proﬁtrty. The
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following facts speak for themselves. The whole
number of slaves subscquently rewarded by the
legislature, in the county of Cornwall, amounted to
seventy-four. The slave population of this section of
the island was estimated, jn 1881, at 108,424. Thus,
the “humerical proportion which the rewarded slaves
bore 1o tk= entire body was ncarly as one to 1,465:
but, of lhh‘sc ,rewarded slaves, twenty-five were
baptists: and the whole number of slaves of that
denomination, in Cornwall, did not exceed 14,000, It
appears, thercfore, that the assembly rewarded one
slave out of every 500 baptists, and only onc out of
1927 nof baptists.* Favourable statistics might also
be adduced, as it regards adjadent countics. For the
time Deing, however, such noble instances of fidelity
were ovellovked in the blindness of party rage; and
the only thing thought of was how most effecthully to
slake the thirst of revenge; und in doing this, there
was little difficulty. .
From the destruction of the worshippers, the step
was natural and casy to the destruction of their places
of worship; and the work was entcered upon and*
prosccuted with all the cagerncss of men who found
agrecable sport in their employ. The first of the series
which fell bencath their valorous rage was, as we have
already seen, Sulter’s Hill, giving cclebnty to the 8rd
of J.umary in the Jamaica calendar; and the last ah
Green Island, op Lord’s day. February 19th. Betw.
these dates, e;ght others were razed by force or by
and the buildings and furniture at scveral o
predching stations were extensively injured or des-
stroyed. The propertyinvolved in.theso numerous act
of spoliation, was estimated at about £22,6§0 in
Samaica carrency. “ Awful. indeed (say the misbion-
» Gox's History of the Baptist Mission, vol. 1. p 178,
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aries,*) are the devastations herc recorded! Satan has
been permitted to enter the sanctuaries of God; not,
as usual, to defile, but to dostroy. It was a rare
liberty allowed him, and zealously improved, as though
his activity were préportionate to the length of his
confinement, and the shortness of his liberation. Long
restrained to a great degree, and by a sx?-umr power,
from wonted acts of spoliation, his rage dt the success
of the gospel had become madness; and when for a
scason his trammels were removed, he aroge mighty
and furious, and led on his vassals, as maniacs escaped
from their cells, to plunder the defenceless and scatter
the church. *This was his hgur, and the *power of
darkness!” This was his opportunity to rally his,
subjects, already ¢ drunk with the bLlood of the saints,’
and to urge them to demonstrate their relation and
allegilnee to himsclf, ¢ the angel of the bottomless pit,
whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abuaddon, but in
the Greck fonguc hgth his name Apollyon,’ the
Destroyer. Great is the mrischief which has been done,
at the instigation of this adversary. Not satisfied with
having seduced many professors of religion to unite in
his diabolical scheme of rebellion, and succeeded in
bringing to untimely death many others who were
guiltless of any participation in that crime, he was
envioys at the happiness enjoyed oDy those that
remained to frequent the houses of God, andl laboured
but too successfully to annihilate these sources of
comfort. Poigngnt and lasting s’ the* grief thus
occasioned. Thousands of tears have already been
shed over the ruins of those sacred places ¢ where
prayer was wont to be mad#'—wherc instruction was
.mparted to ¢ the ggnorunt and those who are out of
the way’—and *where ¢the consolations of Christ’
alleviated the sorrows of life. Very dany of the

* Narative of Events, pp. 118, 119
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peop’le thus depnved were faithfal fo their masters
during the lamentable insurrection,* and many de-
fended their property at the risk of their lives; and
what is their reward? Their places of worship, dearer
to many of them than all they'possessed beside, and
for the payment of which the§ had cheerfully. con-
tributed of their little earnings, are razed to the-
- ground, and\’then' ministers are driven from among
them. These acts of cruel injustice, however, bear a
relation to eternity. The sighs and tears they have
occasioned, are gone up for a memorial before God;
and we tremble for the situation of their perpetrators,
when he shall come to reckon with them. ! Father!
forgive them, for they know not what theydo V" ”

But, “the wages of sin is death.” There is such a
thing as a retributive providence even in this world;
and at times the Divine Being sces fit to anticipate, by
signal and solemn events, the yet more awful trans-
actions of the final judgment.. This is confessedly a
.mysterious theme; and any reference to it, however
delicate, may by some be deemed presumptuous. Let
it not be supposed, from any remarks occurring here,

“that it is wished to intrude censoriously into a province
where Jehovah alone has the right to speak ‘with
authority ; or that any pretence is made to wield the
thunders of omnipotence, and to launch the bolt of
divine vengeance against an offending fellow creature.
Yet, it would be an indication of irreverence, rather
than of humility, not to observe the ! strange works”
of God’s moral administration, and to recognize his
hand in his dispensations, not only in regard to his ﬁ
suffering people, but also"to their persecutors.

When ‘the tuibulence of the' early months of 183%
had passed away, some of the missionaries who had¢’
. sustained: kéavy losses by spoliation, entertained the

# Ohiristisn Record, No, V.



RETRIBUTIVE PROVIDENCE. 233

idea of cndcavodring to recover damages by actions at
law. Reluctance to resort to stringent mcasures,
however just, led them {o defer any decisive movement
from time to time, until many of the guilticst of their
opponents had passed into eternity, and rendered up
thoir account at a higher tribunal. Henco the terms in
- which onc of the sufferers wrote to a fabend i If
measures are to be adopted, for the purpose of bringing
many of these gentlemen to justice, the sooner the
better ; that is, if we are to be influenced hy*our very
, imperfect conceptions of what is fittest and best:
secing thal very many of them, chapel destroyers and
others, have lately been called from time into®eternity.
in a most mysterious and awful manmer.” It will,
" suffice to mention the followipg in illustration of this
statement.

Capt. Moore, who was also deputy clerk of the
peace, “ breathed out” the enmity of his heart against
the mission cause, by saying in respect of onc of its
ministers, that he would “like to see Barlow led out
and shot.” A few weeks subsequently he is described
as h~ving “ died a most awful death.”

The same phrase is used by a missionary, when
nanating the case of a person named Tarry Dawson, a
chapel destroyer at Savanna-la-Mar; and who, as
deputy gaoler, ubused his authority in "mnozing Rev.
J. Kingdon, when in prison, in every way his evil dis-
posed mind could devise.

Mr. Brown, who for many yeats had been an
overseer, and a relentless persecutor, was onc day
Swearing in @ fegrful manner at gne of the members of
the baptist church at Annatto Bay. While oaths and
curses were yet upon his lips, he was seized with sq
violent a pain that*he was compelled to cry out in the
bitterness, of his agony; and in the coursh of a few
hours he lay strotched out a speechless corpse.
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At that time Lucea had for its rector the Rev. B.
H. Heath. Unhappily sharing in the rabid inspira-
tions of the colonists, he asked a gentleman to ¢ go
with him, and assist him in destroying the d—d baptist
chapel.” Dr. Binns, a mamber of the medical pro-
fession, was seen, about "the same time, galloping
towards tl +,8ccne with a hatchet in Lis hand, with
which he struck the first blow. Under such anspices
the enterprize was soon brought to a successful issue.
Soon aftcr that event, these two gentlemen quarrelled ;
when words ran so high, that cards were exchanged,
and arrangements made for deciding their differences
by dnel.  They met; and the rector received a severe

, wound, his intellect became impaired, and in a few
wecks his ¢ profane life ywas brought to a close.”

The reader will doubtlessly remember the name of
Morris, a licutenant of militia, and a planter, ncar
Montego Bay. Having been actively engaged in the
demolition of Mr. Burchell's chapel and residence, he
afterwards carricd off the sacramental wine belonging
to the churches in that district; triumphantly regaling
himself and hoon companions with it. Not content
with acts of spoliation and plunder, he further pro-
claimed his own infamy by declaring, that if he could
meet with Mi. Burchell, he would * shoot him with
his own hands, be the conscquences what they mey.”
Seven months elapsed, and circumstances had inter-
posed the waters of the Atlantic between him and
object of his merciless passion ; wh?, dining Oneg
at a ncighbouring estate, a brace of pistols lay
table, which were ltxa.n‘;lled by several of the con
in succession. At lengih one of them was takew up
by a gentleman sustaining the office of an gwi¥seer,
who pointed it at Morris without being aware ﬂt it was

ded. TRulling the triggor, the contents wyre, lodged

the body of the unhappy visitor, who fell mortally
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wounded. For three days*he continued to linger, and
then closed his eyes for ever on this world.

When Mr. Burchell was being brought from on
board the Garland (rove to the court-house, in pursu-
ance of the warrant of arrcst issued by Messrs. Joseph
Bowen and John Coates, the latter, onc of the earliest
and bitterest of his persccutors, was hg#l to give
utterance to the wish, that the missionary might fall
and break his neck on the steps of the quay where he
was about to land. Some wecks afterwards the magis-
trate was invited, with some oflier gentlemen, to a ball
given on board onc of the men-of-war lying in the bay.
On relurning home, a little past midnighf, as he
sprang from the boat on to the quay, he struck a leg
against ome of the steps, and severcly injured it.
Inflammation sct in, and was followed by gangrene.
Medical skill was unavailing to arrest its progress ; the
vital organs were rcached; and in a short time the
grave closed on the vietim of mortality.

“ Many others,” says tfe before-mentioned corre-
spondent, © had died since that scason of violence and'
infamy; and many have been afflicted in such a man-
ner, a3 to lcad some persons to belicve in the doctrine
of divine providence who previously questioned, or at
least practically disrcgarded it.  We knop that.Cod
does not always act according to theestricy rules of
retributive justice in the present life ; but in the cases
above referred to he would scem to have done so. Oh
that it may operafe as an eflectual w:.n'ning to the sur-
vivors, many of whom impiously pervert the long-
suffering and forbearance of Ged into approbation of
their iniquily, and who verify the words, ¢ Beeause
senfonce against an cvil work is not exccuted speedily,
therefore the hoart of the sons of men is fully set if
them to do evil.’ ”
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4 ™ (CHAPTER IX.

MA. BUROB‘ILL LAXDS AT BALTIMORE—VISITS NEW YORK AND RHOURE
'IELAH'D—SAILG FOR ENGLAND—CHOLERA ON BOARD—ARRIVAL.

Mz. BUEOHELL escaped from the hostile shores and
turbulent scenes of Jamaica on the mo‘rnmg of Friday,
March 16, 1832. But his trials did not then terminate.
His destination was New York; and it was hoped,
from appearances. that a comparatively short time

» would suffice to convey him thither. It was ordained
otherwise, however, by Him who * worketh all things
. after the counsel of his own will.”

The boat in which he $ailed was of only fifty tons
burden ; consequently unfit to contend with the tem-
pest on an open sca. The weather became boisterous,
and the wind unfavourable. Soon after a dense fog,
moving down from the northerly regions, enveloped
them ; and, the skipper, having lashed the helm, aban-
‘doned the versel to the mercy of the elements for
th.ree duys, during which she was run foul of, and her
‘nose ‘carried away. What was yet more trying, want

. was at length added to the usual dangers and syf
ings of voyagers in so small a craft. The ¥4
supplies, which had, been hastily taken on jigard.
grgdually diminished; fnd, long before their
ings indicated approach to “the desired haveh
L. but‘ exhausted. -Under “the’ pressurs® ‘of 8o un-
lookegl-gm""and temble an emergency, tHe mind of the:
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master became b‘e'wilderod; and, as the mists slowly
cleated, the party found themselves, to their dismay,
on the coast of Maryland. Mr. Burchell requested
the chart might Le laid before him; after a careful
cxamination of which] he ‘painly undertook the re-
sponsibilily of working the little vessel : and, teking
advantage of circumstances) entered the wylrs of the
Chesapeak, and steered for Baltimore. Before reaching
this place, however, the last biscuit had been divided
between five persons, the whole of the little ‘mission
family. But, through the good providence of God,
they safely passed the * perils of the deep,” and
landed on the 4th of April, havipg been mnearly three
wecks buffeting with the waves in circumstances of
the decpest anxiety.

Here the wanderer found himself in the midst of
strangers, and conscquently without any to bid him
welcome, or to cheer him by the expression of Chris-
tian sympathy. He determined, therefore, to resign
himsclf to temporary reposc; in the hope of recovering
somewhat from his state of prostiation. On the 9th
he addressed a brief letter to his other, in which he
says, * My health has suffted severcly from the dis-
tressing circumstances through which we have passed :
I am now painfully expcriencing their offects, both
mentally and bodily. ITow I shall progeed J cannot
as yet determine. Tam not able to take any step at
prescnt, nor is it at all probable that I shall be for two
or three wecks {gpcome. My first concern must be,
to 1ecruit my health and rally my gspirits if possible,
Mrs Burchell is also very much indisposed; though
quite as well as might have Becn expected, after all
 the trials through which she has passed. Esthranma,
our little girl, is vety well ; but greatly wm;(iers what®

1]
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it all means, and why she is tgken\so from place to
place.”

Having made up his mind to remain in America,
uatil he should receive instructions frown the commitiee
at home, Mr. Buichell calied on the baptist ministers
of the city, and found in them men of kindly feclings,
disposed fus"how him all the fraternal atientions which
his situation demanded. From {hem he learned that
important denominational mcetings were to be held, at
no distant pariod, in New York; and numcrous con-
siderations concurred in influencing him to detcrmine
on being present at them e accordingly went, and
at the close of Apuil found himsclf domiciled in that
mart of commcace and cenire of ieliglous acthvity
On muking himself known, he met a cordial wclcome
from mimstcrs and pc.nplc eopecally fiom tho com-
mittee for foreign mis ions

On lus return to Baltimoie, he 1cceived an invitation
from the Mount Zion church, then destitute of a pastor,
to supply the pulpit fo a fcw weeks. To this he
cheerfully consented, bemng unwiling to remam un-
employed in the scivice of his Lord aud mastcr longer
than his health renduicd it absolutely necessary  His
ministry proved so acceptable, thut he was subsequently
mvited to assume the pastorate : his recall to Enghpd
howeser 1endered this impracticable

About the middle of May, he was gratificd by the
receipt of a mogt hind and sympathiaing letter from
John Apthaipc Vaughin, Fsq., of 4allowell, nephew
of the Hon. 8 Vaughan, under whose anspices he had
laboured at Crookcd Spring. Reflecting, as it does,
equnl honour on both 'parties, it is here inserted ; pre-
mising that, as it was addiessed for him at New York,
“it did ndt,find bim at Baltimore until 4 later date than
xt’beq:’s
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« Iallowell, Mane, May 1, 1853,

“Mvy pEAR Sir, —It 18 with mingled emotions that I leatn,
througlmm, of your probable departure for New York.
Much e sympathized with you in your heavy trials, it is
but Little J can lean respecting you personally We both know
too well what the public punts of Jamuca are, Of this, however,
1 have never for 8 momant doubted, your uuceaw pfuity of mo-
tive, and, 1 will add, goodncsg of conduct Stll, what you must
have witnessed must hgwe bien mdesauh ibly filiting, and T offer
you my gincere and Chrstian svmpathy  you have one friend, at
least, who has follpwed y ou all along without 1 monrent s miggiving.

“ My prmcipal object in now writing to you s, to commend you
to the lund atientions of David Hale, bog, 1 pous and warm-
hearted mnm, deeply mnterested m the « guse of henevolence and m
all s frends He 1 well acquunted vath the wclipons mblie of
New York, and, as an cditor of thc principal commerual paper,
knows of course cverything else. You will ind 1n hun a tearless
ind valushle fnend, while vou are i New York, T am not per-
sonally acqu unted with lum , but, as } know lum well through the
medium of an cacelient lady, a nou relative of his, I fecl no hest-
tition 1 spethmg thus of im Morcoser, as he tahes occasional
boardcrs, wnd as s housc 15 the resort of picty, vou may prefer
such 1 home to & more pubhe plice.

“Js Mrs Burchell with you? I have never scen her name
mentioned m the papers  If you ¢in command time and foelings
to give my frecly the history of those £ »ful months, Janury, &«.,
you will s1tsfy many uraous desacs of yow frend

% Prav gine me n cwly mtuntion of yow plins. Though not
n mund for other than 1 melancholy sojourn amrgng us, yet 1 hope
vou will make some stay  You may do much i setting the public
nght here, in 4 matter of vital importance—the relious case of
the slaves. You will also see somethmg ot ®od s wondertul deal-
mgs with this land, ntlcicral points which will most deuply mtezest
you, and are now mtercsting the c<vangel gal public of Englind,
You will have an opportumty of exerts ig a favourablc ind pleasant
mflucnce among many of your dendmination And last, though
pursonully not least, yonr filend will rejoice should you he ablé tq
extend your vimit as Jar as this, before you roturn to En
Thousands 1n Ncw England will deeply lympa.tbq‘e with you.
John Merrick, jun., (now an wvald, but I rejoics to suy & humble
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and mekk believer in Christ,) will bo glad to sce you; he expects to
reach New York soon after you will bo there, (say carly in May,)
from Cuba. If you leave your address, or a line, at C. H, Ruseell
and Co.'s, 165, Puarl Street, he will seek you on his arrival.

“Adieu! With continued prayers fur your safety and support,
believe me,

% Your ever sincere friend,
- % Joun A. Vauanan.

“P,S, Mrs. Vaughan joing me in kind regards, We earnestly
hope to see you here, where you will find abundance of sympithis-
ing friends.”

After having enjoyed rest and solace, for several
weeks, in the midst of a constantly enlarging circle
of friends, and in tlic cxercise of his minisiry, he
deemed it desirable, for the invigoration of his health,
and in subserviency to other important ends, to spend
some time in travel. Naturally cnough he first bent
his steps to New York, that he might strengthen and
extend his acquaintance among the wise and good of a
city where he had rccently reccived so kindly a wel-
come. After he had sujourncd there sume time, he
addressed a sccond letter to his brother, in which he
communicated the views and impressions he had
received respecting the United States. It is written,
of course, with the freedom of confidential correspond-
ence; and, as such, will be read with interest. Tt is
dated, . °

“ New York, June 18th, 1832,

“Tt issome few wecks since I wiote a lettda to any of my friends
in England ; and, as thgy may probably be desirous to know some-
thing about me and my movements, I have resolved on addressing
a few lines Yo you, that you rray communicate with other members
of the family. Possibly it may not be long before I am required
tn leave this country for England ; as I am, at present, anxiously
]'ooking for ipstruction from the society, as to my fature courso.
As yet, however, all is dark and unknown.
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« After landing & Baltimore, in consequence of the state of my
health, hodily and mentally, T was advised to travel for the improve-
ment of the one and the diverting of the othor. Being informed
that the American Baptist Tricnnial Convention was about to be
held in this place, { proceeded here; npt merely for the purpose
of personal gratificution, but of ‘consulting with the Foreign Mis-
wionaty Committee ; and, by making known the procoedings against
us in Jamaica, to meet the n isrcpresentations wiich had been
copicd from the island papers, I drew up a few articles, for
publieation, which have becn very extensively circulated, and have
proved of considerable value. There were nearly two hundred
ministers present, many of whom arc men of fine tulent and cor-
responding acquirements.  They received e very kindly.

« At the close of the convention T returned to Baltimore, where
1 have spent six weeks supplying one of the churches. I have
received from them two prossing and affectionate invitations, to
scttle among them as pastor. However, it remais to be seen
whether or not it be the will of God for me to remain in this
country ;—should it be so, the prospect of uscfulness is very -
cneouraging.  This city has a population of cighty thousand
p rsons, which is still and greatly increasipg. It is probable it will
become a port of yet greator inportance than it now is, in conse-
quence of several rulroads, and: cspedially of one of them, which
is to extend three hundred miles back into the country—eighty of
which are already completed. On this lino produce will be conveyed
direct to this port, which at present bas to be conveyed down the
Ohio and Mississippi, above one thousand mules, to New Orleuns,
and thence shipped to the various purts above two thousand miles
more. In every direction railroads are in progress, which will be
a great conyenience to travellers, and ultimalely prove of vist imn-
portance to this imnwense and rising country, The cofinon roads
ate unpleasant, Leing exceedingly dusty or dirty, rugged, snd in all
respecis bad. English roads are perfect bowling roads in com-
parison. Hitherto, whae I have travelled, I have seen no macada-
mization ; though this probubly may be the case in the New
England states, whithor at present I think of proceeding, unless
prevented by the cholera, which has just reached this hemisphere
through the medium of the emigrants landing at Quebcc. Had it
not been for this, I was going to Albany te-morrow for the
of nttending an association; and intended proceediag thence to
thf. Lakes and the Falls of Niagars, in the neighbourhood of

n L)

"
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Mts, Burchell's brother resides. One objeet IVhave at present in
view, shonld 1 proceed, is to make inquiries respecting the churches,
partly for my own information, and partly to be able to give intelli-
genee to any brethren in England, should they requite it, and
should 1 he called home.

Oue of the most delightful circumstandes in conneetion with the
Unted States, is, that they have no m]igious establishment 3 the
absence of ﬂli{ nehristian and evj'institution gives a purity to the
moral atnorphcfe which is truly refreshing —a freedom and power
to religious action and profession which sie unspeakably valuable,
Here you can worship your Maker without restraint and without
taxation ; no sect being endowed for the purpose of frowning down
or pillagmg such as fathiully coutend for ¢the hherty wherewith
Christ bay wade them fiee.” lere you enjoy full freedom of con-
science, intthe room of that pittance of toleration which our well
paid and religions oppressérs in Englund allow. It is utterly im-
¢‘possible, us it should seem, to realize the enjoyments and luauries
of full rcligious liberty —a hberty worthy of the name—m a land
where my lord bishops, with their host of reverend sycophants and
parasites, oxist and exert their influenee. It iy a plant that‘will not
grow in the morass of an establishment—it 1cquites a healthful and
generous soil,

“ The baptist denominativn is yery numerous here, and in many
purts equally influentinl ; there is, however, a great diversity of
sentiment among thew,  Formerly they were nearly all rather high
n doctrinal sentiment ; at present, Uullerisn prevails in the Atlantic
states. Im the more southan and western states, hy per-calvinsn
abonnds, accompanicd by tov much of antinomianism. Of late
vears, a Mr, Gaphell (Rcotchman) las proselyted many to his
views of guasd baptismal regencration, and qualified rejection of the
Spirits inflyencesf In sume of the northern states, ulso, 1 fear
there is cunsiderable danger of the Iloly Spirit’s ugency in the
conversion of sinners being cither forgotten or perhaps declared
uvnecensary, The huf‘joct of revivals, a4 it agpears to me, has been
abused m uot & fow instunces.  Many revivals appear (o bo of a
truly gracious and holy«ind ; and the Spirit of (lod reveals him-
solf in the midst of his pdople, working in a way peculiarly his
own; others appear to be the work of man only, and are kept up
by working on the passions. In these latter, the system of declamu~
tury exhortdtion appears to Jead ustray; so'that whilst the hyper-
calviniptic &x*in exhibiting the gospol as though it consjsted of two
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or three doctrines? only, the other purty equally err in their
cahibition of the gospel, as though it were altogether destitute .
of doctrine—as though regeneration was mere refurmation, and
conversion on'y a change of plans and ,engagements. The Scotch
haptist' principles are much more prevn;ltmt here than in England.
There are also a fow geneml duptist churches; sume free-will
baptists, Christian haptists, &c. In some states the baptist is the «
most numerous denoiination ; \1(1 il not nlre.u!y. i is likely aoon
to become so in this state, also in Virginia, Rhode island, &e, The
inereuse of the churches, in this and other sections of the umon, is
truly astonishing., During the lust yeur, the clear inergase on the
wholo was forty-seven thousand. There are three hundred and ten
buptist ministers in this state, being an increase of’ one hundred and
seventy during tho last ten years,

“The independent denomination, i this country, is comparatively
small. The presbyterian is Jurge and®influential.  An important
division has just taking placc among the members ofs the latter®
hody, un the ground of doctrinal sentiment ; the separatists embrace
Jow Arminiun views, many of them re¢jecting the necessity of divine
ngency T the sitmer’s conversion, The episcopal church carries a
much more modest countenance here than in Yngland. IHer service
has undergone some considerable improvement. There is the
division of high and low chwich %in the latter are to be found some
excellent divines. The Wesleyuns have suffered from a serious
division, probably of one third of their members, who call them-
selven reformed methodists, The Roman catholies are 1naking
desperate cforts,  One would ahnost think that his holiness began
to fear the stability of his threne in Furope, and wus therefore
looking vut for an asylum aguinst the hour of dunger.

% But, in the United Statce it is not all gold t‘hnt glitters, Were
it not for the prescmee of an antichiistian estanlishmant, England
would in many vespects be far preferable; but for this monstrous
ovil, Englund would not now he gioaning un.tlor her heavy load of
debt, nor threatened 'mth destruction by internal convulsion. The
slates arc not pelfcetly hurmonious. The sentiments of the northern
and routhern scetions are widely at ‘vnﬂnnce on the subject of
#lavory ; so much so, indeed, as evgn to threaten divisiou at the
present moment ; and 1 think it very unlikely that the union will
continge as a whole 8 second fifty years. Party feeling runs very
‘mgh on the subject Of the tariff, as also on the prgsidential quel

tion,
° M2
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%Since my arrival, T have not received shy nformation from
Jamaics. I do most sincercly trust that the cominittee at homeo,
and the veligious public of England in gencral, will be prompt and
deeisive in this case, and press it upon the attention of the British
governnient, Surely such wholesale murder as has heen perpetrated,
such destruction of mission propety, such wanton imprisonment of
British ﬂub_]ccts will never he allowed to pass by unnoticed und
upredressed! ¢ I have lost everytying,—my own property, all Mrs.
Burchell’s, an} o considerable sum belonging to my little girl.
These mattem, howeser they may inconvenionce me for the present,
do not serivusly trouble me  As the proceedings aguinst us have
been s0 manifestly cruel and unjust, without a shudow of evidence
to justify them, T cannot admit a doubt of final relief. And cer-
tainly damages ought to be awarded sone of us, who have suffered
the utmost that infidel malice could inflict, death only excepted.
Our persecutors seized the opportunity of the insurrection, brought

"on by themselves, to wreak their long vestrained vengeance upon
the missionarics. But the Lord reigns! And he will not suffer
¢the tiiuraphing of the wicked ” to he permancnt.

¢ My obsenrvations when in England, and those I have made in
Amerien, deepen my conviction that the work among the negroes
is the Lord’s. I have not any where seen piety and sincerity of a
higher standard as a whole. .

% A yot, I know not what my course is to he. Should T be
u-quested to visit Iingland, I shal' open a hattery upon slayery ; and
shall tell such a tale ay will probably astonish most, und pethaps
frighten the timid. Should our sufferings he the means of bringing
ahout emancipation, none of us will think of murmuring : they
vught certainly to hasten it. We have heen insulted and injured,
simply as znmsmn.mes, and in the hope that, by implicnting us in
the imsurrortion’y project and movementéy—thus branding our
characters,—slavery might be re-established, and the cursed system
of cruelty prolonged., Ilowever, notwithstanding their bribery and
perjury, our conduct, through divine merey,\has been such as will
sustain any amount of scrutiny ; nor can they, in the use of fair
and honourable means,‘ﬁubs’mntiate nguinst ns even the charge of
imprudence, T trust that the mission will nt be ollowed to suffer
on account of these things; but that the friends of Christ will
redouble their efforts on bebalf of the causo of truth, and the.
®pprossed sons of Aftica.”
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~Afler spcndin’g a fow days at New York, Mr,
Burchell resumed his wanderings; and we next meet
with him in the state founded by that noble hearted
baptist, Roger Williams, who preceded the apostolic
Elliott in his evangchc lab8urs among the Indians,—
set the example to Willigm Penn in ‘the purchase of
land from the aborigines fot the purposes vf coloniza-
tion,—and, in laying the foundations of a new
community, was the first to recognize in all its breadth,
and to adopt as a primary and fundamental ‘law, the
great principle of religious liberty—freedom of the
human soul in things of God. The following letter,
addressed to Mrs. Burchell, willeinform the reader of
his progress.

% Newport, Rhode Island, June 22nd, 1832,

“In ;onsequence of the reported advance of the cholera from
Canada into the state of New Yoik, and of many of the emigrants
by whom it was introduced crowding down into the different towns
in the direction of Albany, 1 rebinquished my purpose of visiting
that place, as mentioned in my last ; and left the city of New York
for thi~ op Tuesday evemmug. At present I purpose remaining
here orer sabbath, and proceeding forwards un Monday to Boston,
where it is likely I shall spend the most, il not the whole, of next
week.

“¥ can form no idea at present as to my future prospects. In
many respects the New England states are excgedingly interesting,
and to be prefenied to the midland. Churches are ver® numerous;
but T do not as yet perceive there is 50 great & lack of ministers as
has been intimated, except among churches ghat are in their very
infancy. Rents are 38y reasonable; and comfortable houses can
be procured on moderate terms, with extensive garden grounds
attached. The climate appears to be vgryﬂmn]tbful In the town
you can walk about in the middle qf the day, without any incon-
venignce, although the weather has been very clear. Were
Baltimore more in the midst of the denbmination, however, I have
seen no place that 1 should prefer to it. Tndeed, T hgve sometiméd
thought that, unless T receive lotters from the comulittee, calling
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me home, 1 will 1emain at Baltimore f8r eight })r nine months, (say
until April next,) and make trial of Mount Zion; hy that tire 1
shall be able to discover more clearly the capabilitics and prospects
of the church, and aseertain the probabilities of my success. Were
1 to locate mysclf in New York, | thinkean opening would jmme-
diately present itsclf there. In the course of conversation with
fricnds, several, propositions of this kind werc made.

« You can ifrm the fiiends atf Baltimore that T am procceding
but slowly, spendin a few days with friends as I journcy onward,--
that I do not at present think of going much farther than Boston—
that, as 1 expeet a letter from London in the course of a short
time, a definite reply to their last had better be deferred until then,
although probably § may <end a few lines to Mr. X1, carly next
week, when 1 shall mention these things myself. 1 certainly fecl as
though I could ecaredly dealine making the attemapt to which they

invite me, though T am somewhat fearful, s my mind still suffera
from the peculiar ciremnstances under which T arrived among them.
Howcever, I cannot doubt that our heavenly Father will interpose,
and make manfest his purposes concerning me, 1 am, wishful
neither Lo be impatient, nor tu ac. with precipitaney.

“This week the mmssionary meotingy will have heen held in
London. 1 have no doubt that very great interest has been excited,
as hy this time the whole circumifances of the Jamaica case must
have reached the fiiends. What will be the next step 2

At length in the month of August, after long-
continued and painful anxicty, Mr. Burchell received
letters from England, announcing the wish of the
committeq that ‘ac should rcpair to London by the firat
opportunity. He lost no time in effecting the necessary
arrangements for departure; and havmg learnt that
the Algonquin would sail from Now ¥oork in the course
of a week, he left Raltimore for Newcastle, where the
packet dropped down'.md took him and his family on
board.

After they had been out at sea somo two or three
days, it was ascertained that although they had leff
behind thém the shores which pestilence had recsntly
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invaded, they hind not'left the realms of discase and
death. To the dismay of all it was announced one
morning that the cholera had manifested itsclf on
board, and that one of the stecrage passengers was
suffering under it. s cdurse was rapid, and a few
hours sufficed to leave its vietim a frightfully dis-
coloured corpse.  The sadors, as is not unfrequently
the case under the pressure of some unusual calumity,
were terror stricken; and men who would not have
hesitated for a momeut to *¢ brave the b:_uﬂi and the
bree/e.’ quailed in the presence of ‘“the king of
terrorg” in so mysterious a guise, refusing to bear any
part B the offices aftendant on ghe occurience of death
at sea, Mr. Burchell therefore united with o fow of his
fellow passengers in their discharge; aund, afler con-
ductmg a brief religious service, assisted in committing
the body to its final resting place, and in Adding
another 10 the already accumulated *“trcaswies of the
deep.” Immediately the affecting ceremony terminated,
he went below and dispensed camphor to all who
would t.ake it, in the hope of preventing the recurrence
of diséase; and, through a merciful Providence, no
farther cause of alarm interrupted the pleaswices of the
voyage.

The Algonqmn enlered the Mereoy on the 12th of
September.  After spending a short thne injLiverpool,
the missionary hasiened to London, whenee he ad-
dressed a note to his brother, annguncing his arrival
and purposes,—5*‘1 am happy to inform you that,
through the goodness of our heavenly Father, we have
all safcly rcached this country once more. Mrs.
Barchell is not very wel® and has consequontly
remained among the friends in Liverpool, with whom
sho proposes to &pend a few weeks. M{:‘VP health
seems perfectly rostored, so that I hope to’tender some
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aseistance in hdvocatmg the caulle of olir much calum-
niated missjon ; in clearing from reprouch the memory

:of. our poor murdered people in Jamaica; and in
pleading the claims of those who survive, but who are
still the victims of savage oppression and persecution.

I have no wish for revenge, as I can cheerfully forgive
my bitterest* nd most cruel thes for all they have done
to me: but the iniquitous system of slavery must be
overturned gnd abolished, and my utmost exertions
shall be contributed to hasten the accomphshment of
this great object.”
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CHAPTER X.

THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY — MR. BUXTON’S MOTION — LETTERS
FROM THE CHUBCH AT MONTEGQO BAY-—MR. BURCHELL’S EFGAGE-
MENT§——EMANCIPATION ACT PASSED——VISITS IRELAND-—~FUND FOR
REBUILDING CHAPELS—— VALEDICTORY MFETING AT THE CITY OF
LONDON TAVERN. A

A cONVICTION of the incompatibility of perpctuated
slavery, with the onward and peaceful prosecution of
evangelical labours among the negro populatlon of the
West Indian colonies, and of Jamaica in particular, had
“for some time past been gra.dually taking possession of
the minds of multitudes in this country—of minds at
once the'most vigorous and cnlightened, philanthropic
and religious. ¢ Our slavery concerns,” says Mr. Buxton

. when writing to Dr. Philip of Africa, so early as
" November, 1830, “ go on well; the religious public has
-at length taken the field. .The We#t Indjans have
*done us good .service. They have of late flogged
slaves in Jamaica for praying, angd imprisoned the
- missionaries, and they have glven the nation to under-
'stand that preaching and praying e offences not to be
tolerated in a slave colony.” Timt is right—it exhifnts
slavery in its true colourse-if enforces your doctrine,
< that if you w:sh to teach religion to slaves, the first -
ithing s to put ‘down slavery. . . . en anothér
eleetxgh arrives, and if we have a cha.nge ministry,
M5 '
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which may come soon, the sukject ‘will be more
thought of than it has been.”

The course of events justified the vaticinations of
Wilberforce's warm-hearted sueccessor., For when,
some two years after, the fi¥st reform parlinment was
elected, the rcligious public of Great Britain did
themselves immortal honour, by carrying the slave
question to the polling booth. In a more favourable
position foreontcmplating the subject in its true light,
they had reccived deeper impressions in respect to the
claims of right and the obligations of duty; they had
in fact, outstripped their parliamenfary leaders, and
loudly called on {hem 1o take up a position in advance
«of their former ground.  The attack made by the white
colonists on Christianity—for it amounted to nothing
short of this—Ic{t the religious men of the empire no
alternative. Could they have conscientioudly done it,
they would <till have maintained their quicscent
neutrality. They <hiank from the pdblicity, the
turmoil, the political st:ife, which the contest in-
volved; but when the alternative proposed was,
Christianity or slavery, the spiritual emancipation of
the negroes or their continucd brutality and practical
atheism, they could not hesitate.  They were shut up
to a choice which did not admit of question, and their
decision as ptompl and irrevocable. The cffect of
their adhesion was marked, not only in the spirit with
which the enterpiise was conducted, but also in the
ground which was assumed.  They danounced slavery,
as a «in, and therefore repudiated all attempts at
modification It was ¢o be abandoned, instantly,
for ever, under a sensc ‘of divine displeasure ; aﬁhe
who hesitated was rcproved a8 falthless to Godand a
rubber of hjs fellow men,*

# Eclectic Benmiew, July, 1848
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In the inle;‘im, the parliamentary gentlemen who
had associated themselves with Mr. Buxton, including
many of those on whom he most relied, were slow to
adopt his principles in their full extent. Failing to
appreciate the absolute atithority of the Christian law,
“ Whatsoeser ye would, that men should do unto you,
do ye even so to them,’™ their personal and party pre-
dilections occasioned among them an endless diversity
of sentiment. Of twenty who dined with him on the
25th of March, 1832, for the purpose of consulting on
the course to be puisued, he thus wiote :—< This select
band of ow apecial fiiends, and faithful supporters,
differcd upon «very pincipal point; and opinions
wavered all the way, fiom the mstant abolition of
slavery without any compensation, {o its gradual
extinetion thiough the ageney and with the cordial
concurience of the plwters.”  Happily for the interests
of humanity, however, he himself did not waver; he
had d libetatcly chosen his gronnd, and refused to be
seduced from it by flattery, or to be driven fiom it by
threats.

The government of Bl Giey were little dispoced to
trouble thcmselves with the guestion.  Thejt attention
was cengrossed with the reform bill; and they would
gladly, if public fecling had permitted it, have con-
tinued their favourite medium policy. ® But gn the 24th
of May, Mr. Buxion moied in the Iouse of Commons,
for a eommittee, “to consider and report on the best
means of abolisfling the state of slavery throughout
the British dominions, with a dug regard to the safety’
of all parties.” The motion ewvas a testing one; #nd
while it cntailed on its kuthor the forfeiture of
numerous courtgsies, which he had been in the habit
of roceiving from gentlemen of all partigs, it evinetd
$he hollow patriotism and defective morals’which may
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exist under the polished cxterior of noble statesmen
and legislative oracles. Lord Althorp proposed, as an
amendment, the addition of the following words,—
¢ conformably to the rcsolutions of 1823;" for which
there were 136 yeas to 90 nees. ‘The original motion
was consequently lost, but the canse triumphed. The
influence of the ministry secured for the day a majority
against the advocate of philanthropy; but their advan-
tage could not be maintained. The feeling out of
doors was too intense to be trifled with, and its
religiotis character—whatever sneering and half-infidel
politicians may allege to the contrary—commanded
attention, though it cquld not win their hearts. I
saw T. B. Macaulay yesterday,” writes Mr. Buxton on
the 26th of September.* He said, “ You know how
entirely cvery hody disapproved of your course in your
motion, and thought you very wrong, very hard
hearted, and very headstrong; but, two or three days
after the debate, Lord Althorp said to me, ¢ That
division of Buxton’s has seitled the slavery question.
If he can get ninety to vote with him when he is
wrong, and when most of those really interested in the
subject vote against him, he can command a majority
when he is righf. The question is seitled; the
government see if, and they will take it ap.’” The
govemmmit, hovever, still wavered ; till at length Mr.
Buxion's inflexibility wrung from Lord Althorp the
disreputable declaration, «Well, if you will not vieldl
we must.”

But the time for yiclding had not yet amimds
Mennwhile the over-artgd violence of the colonists had
driven home two lion-hcarted men, who were to enact
on the wide ﬂ}eatre of British soil, a part similar to

r
# Lale of Sur T, F. Buxton, pp. 306, 307. Second edits
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that which Mr. Buxton was maintaining on the floor of
St. Stephen’s.

At a meeting of the missionaries in Jamaica, it was
resolved that Mr. Kmbb should proceed to England, to
represent the wrongs to which they and their flocks
had been subjected. In gecordance with this appoint-
ment, he sailed from Kingston on the 26th of April,
and safcly reached his destination in the early part of
June, For his arrival and mission, Christians at home
had been prepared by widely diffused information, and
special religious services. In the devout confidence
that

“ Prayer moves the hand that rfoves tho world,”

the churches of the baptist denomination, in particular,
bad set apart tho 20th of April as a day of united and
impor{unate supplication to Almighty God. An extra.
ordinary public mecting was also held in Finsbury
chapel, which added impctus to public fecling and
opinion. Hitherto, bowever, the committee and their
consiitueney at large, though sympathizing individually
with the movement of the anti-slavery society towards
the great object of cmancipation, had not deemed it
desirable to encourage any such dircet efforts ay a
body. They had, on the contrary, instructed their
missionaries tp avoid all questions whieh might appear
to be of a poliﬁcal nature—to submit to the condition
of society in Jamaica as they found if, interfering with
none of the extegfal regulations of cither the colonial
assembly or the parental govcmmeglt—-but. as mission-
aries, to go steadily forward im the course assignbd
them of preaching and teaching thc gospel of Jesus
Christ, This they had done with signal success. The
insurrection, however, had now placed t‘hings in 8
d.iﬁ‘erentaposition; ond in its progress hatl brought
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slavery and Christianity into dircct’ antagonism, the
issues of which were to determine which should
command future empire. At length the annual mecting
of the Baptist Missionary Socicty was held in Spa
Fields Chupel, and Mr. Rnibb took his scat on the
platform. Afier the readipg of the report by the
sectetary, the venerable Joseph Kinghorne of Norwich
moved, and Rev. J. M. Plillippo seconded, the first
resolution. Mr. Knibb, who had been previously
counselled to moderation, rose to support it. He
hegaﬁ in a tone of temperate firmness; buot, as he
procceded 1o describe the occurrences of the past few
months, his spitit kindled, fmnparting its glow o his
¢ clocution. *“ At this instant the secretary, apprehensive
of his committing the interests of the society by passing
beyond the boundarics of the subject, considered merely
in its religious aspects, pulled the speaker by the coat.
It was a solemn moment, and the man was made for i,
fle paused—gave a lightning glance ot the awful
atrocitics of the past, th glorious possibilitirs of the
future, and the grandeur of his own position, as
encompassed with terrible responsibilities, standing on
the Ulrink of immoital fame and disgrace,—then
concentrating all the encrgics of thought, feeling, and
voice, he exclaimed, ¢ Whatever may be the con-
sequencee I wiil speak I'”* Tis heroic resolve was
decisive; he carried the meeting with him; he had
struck a chord whose vibrations were conveyed with
clectric rapidity to the remotest patte of the country,
and to which the pgople as quickly responded.
On the 15th of August, a public meeting of friends
of Christian missions W¥as convened in Excter Hall,

over which Jord Heoley presided, and gt which,
‘minent winisiers of the estabﬁsheiﬁ«hea of
» 00;" History of the Bapliat Mission, vol. i1. 165,
4
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Tngland and Scotland united with those of the princi-
pal bodics of nonconformists, in commending it as a
solemn and imperative duty, to “urge on the legisla-
ture and government the adoption of all suitable means
for the complete and immediate cxtinction of slavery
throughout the British dominions.” In less than a
month after this date, Mr. Burchel]l arrived, and at
once threw his whole soul into the movement so
auspiciously commenced. In October he visited Scot-
land, and in not a fow of its principal cities’ told his
thrilling tale of missionary successes and sufferings.
On his return from the north, he shared with Mr.
Knibb the labours attendant ons visiting mostsof the
principal towns and districts of the kingdom, in thee
triple capacily of public speaker. lecturer, and preacher.
With oncness of purpospe they traversed the country
from ﬁorwick-upon-’l‘ weed to Tands BEnd with sur-
prising rapidity and indomitable zeal. Their wondrous
encrgy, and the sapctified passion with which they
literally stormed the hearts of their countrymen, every-
where roused the masses into fervour and activity ;
adding the resistlessnesd of a nation’s will to the cry of
outraged humanity for redress, and to the anti-slavery
phalanx, countless multitudes of men of every crced
and of cvery condition in socicty, private and official,
noble and plebeian, . o

Amidst these activitics, the cveniful year of 1832
came to a termination, to he succeeded by one of still
untiring toil and%ver advancing success. This was
happily ushered in by the obscrvgnee of the 16th of
January as a day of special praper for the West Indian
mission. In the solemnitics 8f that day, & vast multi-
tude of Christian chvrehes, of different denominations,
both in town and 'country, took a part; thlq connectin®
their purposes and plans for the ensuing death struggle
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with the guiding wisdom and sustaini;xg power of the
¢ Governor among the nations.”

‘We may herp introduce, by way of episode, a letter
addressed by the church at Montego Bay to Mr. Dyer.
in which the writers cxpress their views of the conduct
and character of their persecuted pastor, who, though
now scparated from them, was still pursuing their
interests.

. ¢ Montego Bay, 11¢th December, 1832,
“TO THE SECRCTARY OT TRE NAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIDTY.

“REv. AND DEAR SIr,— As we have lately heard with much

pleasure ot Mr. Burchell'y safe arrival in England, we take thin
opportunity of addressing you as the seerctary of the sociefy to
which we are attached,

% As members of the churches at Montego Bay and Gurney’s
Mount, we feel it 4 duty we owe to our late beloved mmistcr, and
to our socicty in the mother coumtry, to establish, a3 fur as we an
able, the innocency of the former ; and feel preat regret that we did
not, long ere this, address you on the subjeet.

% We, gs a people who have for many years recoived instruetions,
both private and publhe, from the Rev. Thomas Burchell, do irmly
avow, that we have never heard Jum preach or teach any doctrine
that could tend to excite negroes, o1 any other person or persons, tu
rohellion; on the contrary, he alway« endeavoured to impresw on
the minds of negroes the necessity of heing obedient to their owners,
and on the free people submission to the powers that he; he him-
pelf set us an exampple; for, during the years that he resided m
this island, Lie always showed due regard to the authonties, as far
a8 was consistent with his duty to the great Head of the church.

« We tebl very much giieved that there should have been such a
desire among many, in this our island, to atfugh to his character so
much infamy ; and we now declare that we are ready to refute, on
oath, the ¢harges that imvg been hrongbt against him; and the
greatest body of our church, who are in a state of sluvery, would
e ready to do the same, if their situation did not prevent ; ford ’
have ropeatedly told us that our minister never, at any tin
anything that would induce them fo resist tho euthorit;

OWDETY,
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“His enemics huve persecuted him without & cause; hut the
Lord has helped him, and made o way for his escape.

% We deeply regret the necessity of his departure from us; and,
if we could consult our feelings alone, we would desire no other
mimster but him; for he yas kind to his people, indeed he was &
pastor that we never will forget, b8t will ever remember him with
the affection of children to a kigd parent ; he is in the hands of &
kind Redecmer, who has saved him from cruel encmies in this
island, and will, we trust, guide and protect him through life, and
render him useful wherever he may be.

“ We should feel very thankful to God if he were pleased to
open a wuy for hum to return to us again; and, as a muetv mthout
the means of grace, we entreat you, sir, not to forget our utuutlon H
but to do all you can to.call forth the prayers and exertions of our
Christian friends in England on our hehglf, that we may”enjoy re-
ligious toleration, and have the word of life preached among us.”

[Sigued, on behalf of the Montego Bay and Gumey’s Mount
churches, by liﬁy-two individuals, ]

How® the * Christian friends in England” were
engaged at this time on bchalf of the bereaved and
suffering churches in the west, is thus graphically
described by Mr. Dyer, when writing to onc of the
society’s agents :—“ It must be evident to the dullest
capacity, and is universaly seen and felt here, both by
friend and foo, that cither Christianity or slavery must
fall. Unless slavery be extinguished, the hope of
frecly publishing the gospel in Jamaica is fallacious.
Instead, thercfore, of picking off the leaves from the
tree, we are laying the axe at the roots, with all the
strength we can command ;. and, by God’s blessing,
will not cease to §@ so till its fall be o.ccomphshcd »

Of the nature of Mr. Burchell’s engagements at the
same period, he furnishes a brie® notice in a letter to.
his brother, dated

« London, March 8, 1883,

“Since T wrote you lnst T have been ulmost usiptermittingty®

emploped, except at Christmas, Last month I was chidfly engaged
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in attending' anti-slavery meetings, and in the delivery of anti-
slavery lectures.  Of the Iatter I have given several in London,—
ane last evening,—and am engaged for two more on my retumn
from Bristol. These services are very important, but excessively
fatiguing. Two hours’ speaking in continnance, on a most exciting
subject, and to crowded audiences, usually lay me up for a duy, if
not mote, notwithstanding my heylth is now very gond, Publie
mectings, although quite us exciting, are hy no meuns so distressing,
as the whole burden does not rest upon an individual.

“ The great question which we are still agitating will, T trust, be
soon brought forward and settled by parliament. We hope, and
think it probable, that we shall be able to return to the scenes of
our misuonary lahours at the full of this year. To-morrow the
anti-avery committee will mect 5 and, if the deputation, which is
to have an interview with government to-day, he not able to give a
sutisfactory account of their conference, letters will he immedsately
written, calling on the people, in every part of the country, to pour
in their petitions.”

In & note, penned at Bristol, on the 21sf of the
samc month, he thus continues the narrative of
events — !

©  «7 ghould have complied with your wishes carlier, but had to
attend missionary meetings at Bath on Sunday and the following
two days. The public meeting was held m the large Wesleyan
chapel, Walcot; the congrcgation consisted of at least two thousand
persons.  The nceting muy be described as nothing less than a
tremendous one. The tory papers will no douht abure us well ;
but we arc 8o mjch accustomed to this kind of treatroent, that it
only servek to lighten our labours hy mimstering to our amusement.
Knibb wps present, and handled Borthwick, the West Indian advo-
cate, rather roughlyqs Knibb and self spoke for three hours.

 Nest Sunduy I am to be at Cirencester jothen work my way up

to London for the fullowing Sunday, where I huve to fulfil engage-
ments at Clapham, Pecklyxm, Plaistow, and the city ; then to Beg
fordshire, and then to Yorkajire. T should much like to atten
anniversdry services of your Comish auxiliary, or, if that cang
Jamranged for, those of the Devonshire auxjliary ; s, even
“latter case, ],ahnuld have an opportunity of vnitiﬁg you onq
at F.ulmou
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The day after the opening of the reform parlia-
ment, in answer to Mr, Buxton’s inquiries as to their
intentions, the government pledged themselves to in-
troduce ** a safc and satisfactory measure™ for the final
settlement of the questmn’of negro slavery. After
keeping the country in angious suspense for six weeks,
Lord Althorp named the 23rd of April for that pur-
pose: but before that day airived, changes had oceurred
in the ministry, w&lch made way for the clevation of
Mr. Stanley to the colonial sceretaryship.: The diffi-
culties of his position, however, were so great, that he
found himself under the necessity of yet fnrthcr post-
poning the motion till the 14th of M.ly

The long eapeeted day at length arrived’; and, amidst
the most intensc excitement, Mr. Stanley, in,a specch of
three hours, unfolded the governmental scheme; con-
cludmg by the introduction of a bill, entitled “ An Act
for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonics, for promoting the industry of the manu-
mitted slaves, and for compcnsnun" the pcrsons
hitherto entitled to the services of such slaves.” This
act, which has been sometimes culogiscd as-one of the
brightest that stand on the statute book of English
law and English freedom,—the magna charta of negro
rights,~had two grand defects, which seriously im-
paired its value, and modified its chara®ter iy, point of
equity, namely, the clause for refaining the negrocs
in a kind of semi-slavery, under the desigmation of
apprenticeship; gfd a sccond, which awarded twenty
millions sterling to the usurpers of Jhe negroes’ rights,
instead of to the negroes themndvcs, in partial recom-
pense of the wrongs they had®o long endured. Not-
withstanding these concessions to the Wost Indian
party, the bill did ‘not reccive the royal assept until the
28th of August. In consequence of the half-hearted-
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ness of the gentleman who had taken charge of it, and
of sundry its noble patrons, who would have shelved it
altoge'iher if they could, it was not to come into opera-
tion until the first of August in the year following.
The slaves, however, togeti.er with their friends, both
in England and the colonies, thankful for any change
for the better, hailed the partial boon with every de-
monstiation of exultant joy.

While this measme was yet poffding, Mr. Burchell
undertook a missionary tour through the counties of
Devon and Cornwall. The secretary to the auxiliary
in the latter county thus reported to Mr. Dyer, the
circumstances of this anniversary :—¢ The attendance

.at the public meetings was very crowded. Much in-
terest was excited by the presence of our valued
brother, Mr. Burchell, whose details of facts connected
with the persecutions in Jamaica, and eloquent appeag,
on behalf of the oppressed negroes, produced a mdst*
thrilling effect thioughout every assembly.” In the
ensuing autumn he undertook similar tours through
Lancashire, Derby, Nottingham, and other parts of the
country.

Towards the close of December, he accompanied
Mr. Knibb to Ireland, where they spent six weeks in
the unintermitting and ardent advocacy of the good
cause ; ministess of all denominations throwing open
their pulf»its to them with one accord, while the people
generously responded to their appeal for asgistance.
After having spent a week in Dubliu, he thus glances
at the past and the future in a fow hurried lines to
Mrs, Burchell :— ©

“ T have scarcely a moment's time for writing, so that I shall not
be able to give you much information,. We arc engaged morning,
hoon, and mght ; and it is seldom T am able to retire to 208t before
ene ur two v'clock in the morning. I should not have had the
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opportunity of penn‘mg these lines, but that I have remuined at
home with the design of preparing un article for the press, We
have been most kindly received by ministers snd friends, anl have
hitherto succeeded far beyond our most sanguine cxpectations.
"To-morrow we shall be engaged in several of the chapels we were
not able to occupy last Sknday ; aid on Monday evening we shall
be similarly enguged. Tuesday, & public meeting for the baptist
mission ; Wednesday, public meeting for the London mission.
Thursduy we intend proceeding tv Waterford, and other places in
the south ; and hope to return to Dublin, on our way to the north,
toward the close of the week ensuing.”

In subscquent letters he thus notices the progress of
himsclf and companion :—

“l rk, January 11, 183 4.

%I take up my pen, which I have some dithculty in using, being
thoroughly fatigued and not less sleepy, in consequence of not
having been undrossed or in bed during the last two mghts. We
left Dublin on Thursday cvening for Waterford, at which place we
arrived the following morning at eight o’clock. Preached at twelve.
Ileld a public mecting in the Town-hall at soven in the evening.
Loft for Cork at ten; and, after "again tiavelling all right, safely
reached here at nine thiy moining, 1n Dublin we collected £170,
a much larger sum than we eapected to realize by the whole jour-
ucy; the kindness we reccived there is beyond all deseription.”

% Limerick, January 19, 1834,

% As we were kindly received, 8o were wo inoat hospitably enter-
tained, in Cork, Ouwr efforis there, on hehalf of the mssivn, were
chiefly made among the indcpendents ; altogether, wo cfllected the
handsome sum of more than £60. I am now under the roof of
the Rev. Dr, Towuley, for whom I am to preagh this morning, and
brother Knibb this egfing. Tu-morrow we hold u public meeting
in Swinburn’s rogm, after which we hope to Ieave for Dublin,

“Ireland is at present in a tmnquil;tnfe, almost a8 much sb as
England, notwithstanding O‘Connell’sattempts to agitate it. 1t i
mast lamentable to witness the distress of the countiy. The cabing
of the poor are truly miserable ; my heart blueds to eee them, and
to think of them as tho homes of human beings ; and iy iud.ignution.
is thorouglily roused on hearing that the clergy, in ‘the persons
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of their officials, regularly go to thoso abodds of wretchedness to
demand thcir tithes and other charges, before the poor inmates dure
partalte of tho hard-curned {ruits of their lahour. Topery, in this
patt of the couutry, is awfully predominant, and the influence of
the priests unbounded. Tho poor Irigh are, indeed, slavoes of the
grossest superstition ; being kefi in the darkest ignorance. 'Tis
very, very sad!”

% Dublin, January 25tk, 1834.

% We arrived here again, on our way to the north, on the 21st
instant, 1 expeet to spend next Sunday at Drogheda; to rejoin
brother Knibb the day following at Newry, where we hold a publie
meeting on Tuesday ; to be at Rosstrevor on Wednesday ; the next
day to proceed to Belfast, for a public meeting on Friday ; and
thence go on to Londondetry, in order to spend Sunday there. A
publir meeting on the following cvening will probably tcrminate
my scrvices on this side the channel.

% (On Thursday last we dined and spent the cvening with Vis-
countess Tlarbutton, and a very large party,  Last eyoning she met
us at another lady’s residence.  On our return hither we are invited
to dine at Lady IHassard’s. Thus we are favoured with opportunities
of enlisting the hest feclings of, persons of all ranks, in behalf of
the best of causes.

On returning to Fngland, he continued to be actively
employed in the service of the mission during scveral
months; in the course of which he made the tous of
Somersetshire and Hampshire, Kent, Norfolk, and
Cambridge, Derkshire, Gloucestershire, &c. In the
meantime, a question of great interest occupied the
minds of the missionarics and their friends. 1low are
the demolished chapels to be re.crected? On this
subject, Mr. Burchell had several interviews with Mr.
Buxton in the month of February; and, on Tuesday,
the 25th, he accomparied Rev. Messrs. Dyer, Murch,
and Knibb, as a deputation to the colonial office, where
they had 2 lengthened interview with Lord Althorp,
Mr Seanky, und Mr. Lefevre, in reference fo it. At
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length it was resdived to appeal to government,  After
scveral months’ delay, an official commumcauon was
received, stating that, although his majesty’s govern-
ment, aftor giving the most anxious consideration to
the subject, could nbt fcol themselves justified in
granting the claim of the soclcty for rcimbursement,

out of the public funds, yct that, in urder to facilitate
the return of * the able and zcalous missionazies,” who
had been compelled to quit the island, they had resolved
to apply to parliament for the sum of £5510, Lting the
amount of outstanding liabilities on the buildings which

had been dcstroycd So little congern, however, did
the party in office evince to redcgm this cngakcment,
1ill within twenty-four hours of the annual mecting in

June, that the committce expected to be under the
necessity of making a direct appeal to parliament; and
a notice had accordingly been cniered by their kind
and zealous friend, Mr. Buxton, of a motion on the
subject for the first of July. In the morning of the
18th of June, however, Mf. Burchell called on this
gentleman, and arranged with him for another inter-
view with the colonial authoritics, which occurred in
the course of the same day ; the deputation consisting,

as in former iustances, of the secretuy and the
two 1nissionaries, assisted by Mr. Buxton and other
fiiends. The result was, that governreent conscuted
to recommend to parliament, not only the voting of the
sum ulrcady mentioned, but also the additional one of
£€6195 ; being one moicty of the remaining amount of
dawmages incurred by the destruction of mission pro-

perty, provided the society woulgd Yindertake to raise

the other. This proposal, stnongly as it contrasted

with that which had been made in favour of the wrong-

doers, who were to be recompensed with their fulle
share of the twenty millions, was ulumabely *accepted ;
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and, at the public meeting, held the day following in
Spa Fields Chapel, was commended, in the form of a
_tesplution, to the a,dopﬁon of ‘the society’s friends in
general. In the procecdings of this meeting, Messrs.
Knibb and Burchell took u parf; and the following is
a brief outling of the speech delivered by the latter.

“The society,” he said, “had boem in operation in the West
Indies for the term of twenty years, during eleven of which he had
been onggged there and on its hehalf. His course, and that of his

". brethren, had been checked by the boisterous elements of slavery.
* Their characters had been assailed ; in their persons they had been
persecuted and imprigoned ; but, amidst all, it was their happiness
to possesh a ¢ conscience void of offence towards ‘God and man.’
. Instead of regretting the part they had been called to sustain, they
. thanked God that they had been permitted to labour in the land of

E the nem'o s bondage ; and counted the day they landed on its shores
a8 ‘one of the happiest of their lives, esteeming it no small honour
to be ¢ncconuted worthy 1o suffer’ for the cause of Chrift. They
had not looked for a life of ease and pleasure, recollecting the
declaration of the Saviour to his disciples, ¢ Behold, I send you
forth as gheep among wolves ; *but, trusting in the promiscs of a
{aithful God, they found that they hag not been abandoned in the
hour of ‘trial, and that not one good#hing had failed them. The
amoint of success, indeed, far outweighed that of toil and suffering.
There were now twenty-four churches in Jamaica ; and the conduct
of the negroes belonging to them, during the late disturbances, bore
testimony to the purity of their faith; for never, throughout the
whole, had he heard one of them use a harsh expyession respecting *
their oppféssota. Whenever they 8id speak of them, it was in
terms of compassion and pity; and they prayed heartily for the
forgiveness of those who were hunting them to death. Their
gymg'nthy for their ministers was so intensd] that they quite forgo!
thmtelm. During his incarceration, he was allowed to walk fi
an-hotir @m.h day in tho prisou-yard for air, under the resf.nction
that‘he ‘should not speak tg any of tho imprisoned Degroes.
%&Mmofm,mafe&eventhatatﬁmtc
ﬂm(chm!;h in Montego Bay, when formed in the ycar 1824, catled:
to him from %egrahngofhmceli,hut,remmbemgtherestmtwn,
16 ek b hotice of bim. This wds coutinued for three days, On
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the fourth, he doternfined at all tisks to speak to this old disciple,
accordingly he proceeded to the cell, but he was not there.® He
called him ; he heard the clanking of his chains, and in an instant
he cyme fo the grating, and with tears in his eyes said, < Minister,
what make me fecl is 1o pee minister in trouble ; me can bear it
myself—- me willing to suffer what®God see fit; but when me see
my minister, him leave father and mother and hnn country to come
to teach me, it be more than me can bear. DBut, never mind,
mussa ; bear up, keep good heart; you know we Saviour suffer
more than we suffer.”  Little did he expect such an interview ; on
the contrary, he had supposed the poor man would apply to him
for a word of consolation. On his liberation, some time afler, the
poor people erowded around him so as to overcome him with their
sympathy, They suid, in reference to their perserutors, ¢ We
know they wicked, but we must pray for them. Did not this
remind them of the conduet of the Saviour toward his murderers §
* A black cloud, indeed, then hung over the chuich ; but, though
individual Christians were alarmed, the chureh was’ safe, for it was
¢ loumlod on a rock, and the gnt(‘s of hell could not prevail against
. Sk lwry lifted the hand of pefsecution against Christiunity, and
wonld have smitten it to the carth; but the stroke hy which it
demolished the sanctuaries of the lning God, inflicted on itsell &
mortal wound; and although the® monster had for months been
writhing 1n agony, reluctant {o yicld, it now lay powerless, and in a
few days will give up the ghost. Yet the triumph was not _com-
plete ; thar joy was far fromn being nnmmgled 5 for where were the
sanctuarios of the Most 1ligh? The adversury bad east fire iuto
them, and levelled them with the ground, and their ashes were now
trudden under fuot of the ungodly. Thittecn of them were in 1uins,
and nearly twenty thousand negroes were deprived of a place in
which to moet and worship God. £hould this desolation®be allowed
to continue? Were those churches to be seattered abrond, for waut
of & place of rest?  Should those thousands, the gathering of whom
cost so mueh time, luhn'ur, expente, and life, be suffered to remain
disconsolate, as sheep having no shepherd Wue they to be aban-
doncd to the merey of those who hated the rshgwn of Jesus Christ1
Surely not. Where, then, were they jo look for helpt Were he
and his brethren to be told to go back to their congregations? They
eamestly wished to do go; but it was in vain to look to them for
the needod resources, for they bad lost their litile n}L, and, while®
theu- musters were to be compensated liberally for lottxng them go,
N
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they were to have no recompence for all the mhsery, and spoliation,
and persecution they had emdured.  Was it suid, Look to the
government ! Government had promised to do something, hut they
expected more to be done.  There was hut one other—it was their
last 1esvuree; and if they failed there, there was no help; then
prosperous and intelesting missiets, in such case, would be blasted.
and that too at the very period when they were rising into vigour.
Their witimale appeal was to the Dritish Christian public, and neser
had it heen 3ot applied to in vain in any case worthy of its support
That public must determine whether they should go forward, or give
up the cause. e appealed to them, then, in hebalf of thirteen
scattered churches and conaregations, comprismg five thousand
mewhers and ten thousand inquirers, and in hehalf of many thou-
sand» more of paishing negroes.  The Ist of August is approaching.
Let not the shouts of 1he enflanchised negroes be mingled with the
Imnentations of twenty théusand of their number, over the ruins of
their places of religious worship,  Let not the joyful train of the
conqueror be broupht up by thousands in the rear ‘refusing to be
eomforted * for Zion lymg wastc.  Tet the appronching day of
jubilee be rathcr one of holy festivity and unruffed joy 5 let not #
tear be thed, a vigh be huud 5 and 1t the ehain, the whip, and the
whole paraphernatia of hondage be hurnt with fire, while angels
renew the song, ¢ Glory to ¢iad in the highest, and on eath peace,
good-willto men ;' and we join in xinging, © The Loed hath triomphed
gloriously ! Thy right hand, ¢ Lord, is becomo glorious in power ;
thy right hand, O Loid, buth dashed in pieces the enemy! Who
is hke unto l’;lu.-e, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like unto thee,
glorious in holincss, teurful in praises, doing wonders?’ *

~

-

Mr. Knibb followed in his wusual strain of forvid
cloquence; nor weie the assembled multitudes indis-
posed to respond to the appeal. The chairman set a
noble example by prosenting a donvtion of £500; the
treasurer gave a similar sum; and' numerous lesser
amounts wore handed, in in rapid succession. Many of
the ministers, both baptist and independent, pledged
themsclves on behalf of their congregations for various
(sums; and the animated appearance of the mceting,
while * J8vising liberal things,” and collgoting the
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contributions, Was as unusual as it was delightful.
The total amount of extraordimary subscriptions, 1ealized
on this vtcasion, was more than £2,700.

Arrangements were now made for celebrating the
1st of August, when the,pow act would come into
operation, in a suitable manner. In most of the baptist
chapels throughout the kingdom, meetings were held
for religious worship and the bringing in of pecuniary
contributions,  Other denominations shared in the
grateful cmotions and mingled engagements of that
day—a day than which few more happy and sacred
have occuired to the Christian churches in this country
during the present centursy. .

On the 7th of the same month, a public meeting was
convened at the City of London Tavern, to receive the
offerings of the churches and other friends to the canse
of philunthropy, and 1o listen to the farewell address of
its mdefatigable and friumphant advocates. After tea,
of which nearly seven hundred persons partook, the
meeting was held in the darge room, which was soon
filled to overflowing ; hundreds who thronged the door,
being ultimately obliged to leave without paificipating
in the pleasures of the evening. W. B. Gurney, Xaq.

*was again called to the chaii, Mr. Dyer then proceeded
to rcad a list of subscriptivns and collections, towards
the required moiety of the sum for, re-building the
destroyed sanctuaries in Jamaica ; the total®amount of
which, including what had been collected and promised
at the previous mgeting., was found te exceed £10,000,
An cxprossion 8 mingled astonishment and delight
burst from the whole asscmbly, un this annourrcement
being made, illustrative as it was of the power of the
volultary principle. Mr. Burchell then roso to address
the meeting, and was succecded by his friend and

X 2
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brother, Mr. Knibb. The Rev. John Leifchild, having
given oul three verses of the hymn,
“ Blest be the dear uniting love,
That will not let us part ,” &e

bade the missionaries a softmn and affectionate fare-
well in the name of othes denominations of Christians,
who had sympathized with them in their troubles: and
whose kind wishes and devout intercessions for their
welfare, he was assuted, would he fervent and cease-
lest.

Long after the echoes of this meeting had died®away.
contributions continued 1o pour in from every quarter:
so that, before the endiof the month, the sum received
reached the handsome total of nearly £13,000. The
hearts of the prople warmly 1esponded to the claims of
Christiun duty; and mulfitudes added their testimony
to the truthfulness of the incpucd statement, that'* it is
more blessed to give than to 1cceive !”
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CHAPTER XIL

DETERMINED OPPOSITION OF THE PLANTERS T0 THE FRUEDOM OF
THE ' NEGROUS — EARL MULGRAVE APPUINTED GOVERNOR OF
JAMAICA — RELIGIOUS SKRVICKES RESUMED — MR. VAUGHAN —
SERVICUKS ON THE FIBST OF AUGUSI—ME. BURCILLL'S )EPARTURE
FOR JAMAICA——ANLCDOTE OF MATTUEVS 11IL (OM] DIAN—ARRIVAL
AT JAMAICA, *

‘T'rg great battle of negro freedom had been fought,
and fought successfully, on British ground. ILegis-
lators, constrained by the force of public sentiment,
gave the finishing stroke ; but the issue of the strife
had been previously decifled outside the walls of
parliament, Under the discipline of religious prin-
ciples and divine providences, multitudes had been
gradunally marshalling for the holy war; but it was the
enemy who sent to their island-home the men who
were to lead them on to victory. And nobly had they
sustained their part and achieved theis purpose. )

« Ever battling with the vppressed,
"Gainst the oppresso, stall they stand,
Blest awgenerous men are blessed,®
‘W with 1eady, vutstretched hand,
A1 the weak and raise the lowly ; |
Firm through all vicisaityde.
*  Theirs the misston hgh and holy,
Trusted to the free, tUb good,

“ Clan, creed, conntry, do not narrow
Thet} affections, ner control ;
Stralght as files the archer's arrow,
Straight they uped them to their goal.
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\
« What's the goal * FEmanecipatfon '
Slavery's fetters to unbind ;
Libeity for overy nation ;
Love and peace for all mankind'
Rights mamntaining—wrongs rediossing ,
Law rovered and ypderaioo ,
“Sovereignty both blest and blensing .
Universal hrotkerhood "

If, however, the slatesmen of England were slow to
effect emancipation, the colonists were still more
reluctant’to yield it. They clung to the old sysiem of
injustice, cruelty, and vice, as with instinctive deter-
mination ; they maintained their hold on their human
chatiels ‘with the tenacity of a death-grasp. Every
«kind of agency was put into requisition for scounter-
acting the plans and labours of the “ sectariang;” and
no scheme was left untried which gave the slightest
promisc of success against their cherished desifns, or
the objccts of their compassionate regard.

Sensual indulgences and exciting pleasures were
among the means by which the colonists endeavoured
to retain in unresisting subjection the masses of the
negro population, and to seduce the religious from their
steadfastness ; when these failed, recourse was had to
severity. An eye-witness thus writes to Mr. Burchell,
under date of

“ Dotober 9, 1832,

¢ The trials our poor brethren and sisters in bonds have to
endure, are fearful «o contemplate ; and yothing but the uiter
abolition of the island’s curse will remove therf,  On the onely”
every encouragement ig given to revelling, dancing, and.
favourite ‘and sinful practids of the negroes; and cvery att
made to induce those who are members and' inquirers to $8in in
them. On the other hand, threats are held out, punishmenty
inflicted, and every cruclty perpetrated, to force them to forsake
God, and rejurn to their former state, Among the people belong-
ing to the church under my care, there are many who have been
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severely punished tﬁr Jesus’ sake. One has been sent to~———
worhhouse ;* another has heen Dbeaten by her master, and for a
whole month been shut up each mght in a loathsome dungeon. A
third has received a severe floggina.  And o fourth was fent for a
month to the workhouseg ufter coming home from which she was
told that she had not been punithod cnbugh ; accordingly she was
stretched out by two men, and so flpgged hy the driver that she
was unable to move abont for two months ; and now, at the expi-
ration of seven, severely feels the eftects of the savage treatment to
which she was subjected. Blessed be God, he sustams his poor,
oppressed, and tortured children; and still they ¢ hold fast their
integrity * with a resolution that cvinces they aze not the low order
of reaturcs which the dealers in human flesh would have nsbelieve

them to be.”
[ ]

8ir Joshua Rowe, the attoiney-general for Jamaica,
pronounced such laws as the Conventicle Act, the’
Uniformity and Five Miles Acts, &e., to be still in
force m the island; but not the 'Colcration Act, or any
other favourable to liberty. This Judmu] dictum was
too good a thing fo be allowed to remain a dead letter,
and was extensively acted fipon. Most of the baptist
missionaries were reduced to silence ; not a few were
put under arrest; and some were thrown into prison.
On the 2nd of Fcbruary, 1833, Messrs. Nichols and
Abbott wrote from the gaol of Montego Bay, saying,
*“You will regret to perecive that we are deprived of
our liberty for the present; but will rejoice that it is
for no worse crime than that of publishing the gospel
of peace.” Having been confined for a weck, togethm'
with their fnend Mr. Lewin, for meotmgs held in his
hoyse, they were liberated on giving security, each for
himself, in the sum of £100, fp &ppcar to answer at
the ensuing quarter sessions, Several noble hcarted
women also, whose conslancy was only equalled by

.
* It may be proper here to state that a woskhouse in Jmm is the umu
8 8 prison m, England,
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their courage, were prosecuted and findd for permitting
religious services to be held in their respective dwell-
ings.

Earl Mulgrave having succeeded to the governorship,
entered on the duties of his difficult position with a
desire to dispense justice with an equal hand. His
impartiality, however, served but {o kindle the ire of
the whites, who did not scruple to treat him with cvery
indignity in their power. On the 25th of January,
1833, he 'issued the royal rescript against those legions
of sedition, the * colonial unions;” this he accompanied
with a circular, requiring the prompt obedience and co-
operation of the magistracy in enforcing it. But the
,contumacy of the planters was not to be so casily sup-
pressed. A missionary on the islund, writing to Mr.
Burchell in Fngland, and describing the course of
events, employs the following terms:—* The gdvernor
has issued the king’s proclampation, sent by packet,
which contains the death-warrani of the colonial unions,
and guarantees the satcty of the missionaries. Let us
‘thank God and take comage.” The daily papers, how-
ever, treat the governor with as little cexemony as they
do the missionaries, who is called the ¢ baptist-loving
earl” In several parts of the island the royal pro-
clamation and his excellency’s circular were torn down,
almost as soon.as posted; and various plucards have
been put'up in their stead, such as the following : —
* Down with Mulgrave !'—¢ No whigs !'—* Independence
of Jamaica! — “No sectarians!' — ¢ Success to the
colonial unions!? This in‘the very face of the pro.
clamation! The gdvernor’s circular commanded thet
printers not to publish the resolutions of the unionists;
instead of yielding compliance, they have filled thein;
¢olumns with the most offensive articles against our
sovereign fiid his representative, advertized the meet-
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ings of the ufion, and republished ¢The Solemn
Declaration’ of the 28th of July, 1882." These
demonstrations of hostility were met by his lordship
in a spirit of calm and dignified firmness; but the
tenor of current events rendered it increasingly obvious
that the framework of colonial socicty required to be
remodelled throughout. °

The passing of the imperial mecasure of emancipa-
tion, accomupanied with the magnificent doucewr of
twenty millions sterling, disarmed future opposition,
while it evinced its futility. When, therefore, the
governor met the house of assembly in December, and
addressed them in a speech characterized® by the
happiest, union of dignity, resolutivn, and mildness, it,
was answered in a conciliatory tone. The numerous,
sudden, and in many instances violenf dcaths of
persecutors, tended also to chasten publie feeling; so
that not a few of the survivors became occasional
attendants on the religious ministrations they had
before denounced and endedvoured to suppress.

Those ministrations had been gradually resumed, in
connection with the friends on the Bay. in tho early
part of 1833; and although the missionarics’ move-
ments had ‘been conducted with the utmost care, they
were recompenscd, as has been noticed, with a
temporary lodgment in the gaol. Immndmtely on their
rclease, they rcesumed their evangelical labburs, and
adopted measures for the re-organization of the church,
One of them furnashes the following®statement of the
progress of affairs—— Since our release, we have held
all our usual services, both on the Sabbath, and on the
week-day evenings. For the lqst two sabbaths we have-
had very full houses, at least five hundred persons
being present at each service; so that we have had tg'
take up a  part of the floor of the middle hifl, in order

. ‘ NS
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that the people below, as well as abdve, may at least
have the opportunity of hearing, if denied that of
secing. . . . It has afforded us miich pleasure and
satisfaction to find that, in this church, consisting of
more than fifteen hundred snembers, not twenty of that
number have been convicted of participating in the
rebellion. We are now carefully re-cxamining every
individnal, and subject them to the most anxious
scrutiny, before admitting them to the Lord's supper:
so that you will readily suppose we have enough to do.
But, 4s such a mode of procedurc has had the effect of
detecting evils which, otherwise, would most probably
have remained concepled, or of removing suspiciong
«unjustly excited. we do not regret having adopted it.”

At this time one of the deacons of the church, a
man of colour, commenced a frequent correspondence
with the pastor in England, thus keeping him informed
of the statc of affairs. An interesting series of letiers
now lics before the hographer, in the highest degree
credituble to their writer. l(‘)ne of them is here inserted
as a specimen, and as illushative of the tenderness with
which the absent pastor was still regarded by those
whoni he had so faithfully served.

. “Montego Bay, May Tih, 1833.

“My DEAR Mmfmnn,-—-’l Lave written you on the 26th of
January last, and have not received any letter from you as yet.
have also written Mr. Dyer. We havo heard through Mos
Nichols and Abbott,"¥ho received a letter.frdm Mr. Dyer yesten
stating to thom of your determination to return to us agamn as ¢
as it will be safe. It whs mentioned to the church, and it give
greal satigfaction to your poor and peisecuted people indecd s—it
make our heart leap for joy, dod return thamhs unto the Lord snd
take cournge, to sce what great things the Lord has done for us.
Yhough we hnye sinned agninst him, yet he bhs not forsaken us, but
has gt inf; us merey and pardon.
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¢ Who fs & God Leside the Lord ?
Or where's & refuge like our God »*

¢ I shall now compence to inform you how we are, a8 a church,
getting on since our trial and persecution, and sinco I last write
you. The Lord is stil on our side, and has helped us. The
enemics of the cross of Christ ¢gied every thing in their power to

» put a stop to the gospel of our Lord, but the more they persecute
us the more the gospel prosplr ; and the people come to hear the
word of life preach unto them, both free and slaves, 1 am happv
to inform you. although the persccution is very great, and Satan, as
it were, has got his season to tempt the people of God, as he did
Jab, yet the Lord has not forsuhen us, but bas made o way for our
weeape in‘all huy temptation, so that he has ot been saccossful
enough towards us. Some have fallen inte his nel, T am sorry to
say, that did 1un well once s hut € the eares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 8f other thin & entering mtu
their hearts,’ they fomake their finst love to the Saviour.

“1t would please you, if you were heie to see, since the perse-
cution of our enemies, that Mi. Lewmn's large house, the one you
firet pfenchoed 1n here, is almost too «mall alrewdy 1o contain the
people.  They are coming fiom the country (although the cnemics
of ghe cross do everrthing m their power to pievent the poor
people,) to henr “the word £ life* and ve. O! my dear
minister, your heart will leap for joy ; thoush at i distance from us,
we know your spirt is heie with ws. Day after day prayers
ascended to the God of all grace, 1 behalf of yourrelf aud family ;
and Ie that heard and answered prayer for you las given us
support and comfort, that we might continue to he faithful unto
death. The people are coming to renew their vow and covenant to
the Lord. On Sunday (5th instant) ahout tho hundred and fifty
members partook of the sacrmment ; and I am happy o inform you
that poor Sam Cunningham* attend too, for the fitst time with
us, He was to be executed, for ne other erime only hecause he
was a haptist ; but the Lord mise up friendd for himn, and he was
spared from {he gnﬁows, and fromn the hands of wicked men. For
my part, I must say with David, ¢ If thed.ond was not on my side,
Y do not know what men would do unfo me T have experienced
his goodness to me, amidst wll nfy trials and difficulties in this
world ; and I would not murmur, knowing it is all wnking together
for my good. 1 arfl still out of employment; they (the colonial

.o * See page 100,
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union) are determined to starve us, hecause we ‘wre the followers of
the Lamb. We 1cjoice, knowing that we aro counted worthy to
suffer for Christ Jesus, Our friend, Mr, Lewip, bas suffer much too
from the men of thesworld, because he has given up his house to
preach in, and protected the missionaries. T can assure you, my
dear minister, we were oblgeds ¢o take down ull the partition,
(excepting one room,) and to take up part of the floor to see the
people helow 3 and yet, that is not sufficient to contain them, O
se¢ what the Lord has wrought. ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto
us, hut unto thy name be all the glory.”

“ May 15th. We were again more than happy on Monday the
13th, to hear from yommelf hy the post. The minister, Mr.
Nichols, received a letter, which he read to us at the chwich on the
same day. Iticnew owr stiength again, that we might pursue our
course in se1ving the Lord our God.  And if it is his pleasure to
spare us, to see each other*face to fuce in the flesh again, it wil)
‘ormg to your and our mind those words of the poct,

“*Torgotten be each worldly theme,
When Christians see each other thue ,

We only wish to speak of Him
Who lived, and died, and reigns for us,

“* Thus, a4 tht moments pasr away,
We'll love, and wondel, and adore ,
And hasten to the glorious day,
‘When we shall meet to part no moroe *

“ What a joy it will be to you, il you are spared to come
amongst yow poor and despised people, to preach the gospel once
more to them in Jamaica. 0. may the Lord hasten the pemod!
Do pray for us ; that when you come you may find us fuithful and
walking m love, us‘it becometh the gospel of Jesus Christ. Do
pray for theqersecuted churches in this island.

% (Jive my hest respects to Mrs. Burchell and child, for me, Mrs,
Vaughan’s kind regard also. I’oor old Mary bey to be remembet
to you and family ; ¢hd to say, she is quite #nxious of seeing you
again. Likewise James B, and wife send their kind respibe’to
rou and Mrs, B, Al ﬁxo‘ friends, both black and by !
their love to you and ﬁumly May the Lord bless you ily,
and keep you and them in the“narrow path that lead q, 8 the
vraver of

“ Your faithful and obedient serveant,
%8, J, Vapaaan,”
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Twelve months subsequently to the date of this
letter, it was reported that ghe hostile feclings, for-
merly so rife, werc fast dying out; and that the con-
gregations were so largo, as to render the providing of
adequate accommodation jpgpossible. The church also

= was favoured with an accession of new converts to its
fellowship. Lord’s day, the 22nd of June, 1834, was
signalized by eighteen peisons rocelvmg the rite of
Christian baptisin in the waters of {he river Bay; Mr.
Abbott officiated on the occasion. This being the first
time of administering the ordinance since the insurree-
tion, the cvent was nuturnlly anticipated with some
anxicty ; the whole service, however, passedsoff with-
out the slightest disturbance.

But the forccust shudows of a great and commg
event were beginning to command universal attention,
and #o inspirc unwonicd cmotions. The hearts of
thousands beat with a quicker and sfronger pulse, and
the countenances of most were lit up with a kindlier
glow of fecling, as the st of August approached.
That day rung the knell of British colonial slavery;
and, mn the beaptiful islands of the Caribbean seas,
witnessed the simultancous rising of ecight hundred
thousand persons from the degradution of chattels to
the dignity of enfranchised humanity. TFor its amival
the missionaries of all denominations of Christians
had prepared their flocks, by carefully explaining the
provisions of the imperial act, and the moral require-
ments of rehgnon, and, when at Wst il dawned, it
found the churches assembled for the purposes of
public worship. Taken as a whdle, never before, per-
haps, did an event of such magnitude occur under
circumstances 80 pleasing and significant. And, if
ever there was a piclure interesting to look upon—if’
ever there was a passage in the history’ef a people
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redounding to their eternal honour—it cver thero was
a complete refutation of all the calumnics which had
been heaped upgn them for ages, as if in justification
of the wrongs done them—that picture and that pas-
sage are to be found in the history of the coloured
peasantry of the west. Instead of the fires of rebel:
lion, lit by a feeling of lawloss revenge and resistance
to oppression, the, whole of those islands were, like an
Arabian scene, illuminated by the light of contentment,
joy, peace, and good-will towards all men. No civi-
lized people, after achieving an uncxpected victory,
could have shown more delicacy and forbearance than
werc exRibited by the <laves at the great moral con-
,summation which they had attained. Thetc was not a
look or a gesfure which could offend the eyes of their
masters. Not a word escuped from negro lips which
could wound the ears of the most feverish phanter.
All was gratitude, mutual congratulation, and hope.
The negroes felt that their fetters had been loosed ;
they looked forward with expectation to the time
when they should be streck off, and when even the
degrading marhs which they had left.should be wholly
effaced.

This peaceful joy, this delicacy towards the feelings
of others, was all that was to be scen, hgard, or felt,
on that occasion, over all the chain of the Antilles.
Amuseme'nts there were none; mot cven those by
which they occasionally beguiled the hard lot of bon.
dage : they kept®as a Racred sabbath Jhe day of their
liberation. From an early hour their sanctuaries were
the centre points of gttraction; young and old alike
pressing forward, not co}dly to comply with a formal
ceremonial, not to give mouth-worship or eye-wprship,
hut {0 pour out the full and warm tides of their hearts
in praise to‘the Giver of all good.
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“T never heford' witnessed," writes Mr. Abbott from Montego
Bay, “ nor did T, two years sincg, think I should live o witness, o
scene similur to that which T heheld Rere on the first of this month.
It had been arranged, among the brethren, toihold services at each
of the town stations on the west end of the'island on that day, and
to make u special collecfion at «ach place towards rehnilding our

® chapels, At our subordinate stations, Greenwich Hill, Gurney’s
Mount, &c., we had for sofne weeks previously addressed the
people in reference to the expected change; and on the 27th of
July preached here from Jeremiah xxix. 7,4- And seck the peace
of tho city whither I have caused you to he carried awity captives,
and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the peace thereof shall ye
have peace,” On the 28th T baptized ten persons.  On tho 31st we
held a preparatory prayer-mecting, at which the attendance was
good. On the 18t of Auvust, the chapel, the vard, and the strects
around the chapel, were crowded to efeess, I spoke in the morn-
ing from T'salm etii, 8,— € Oh that men would praise the Lord fee
his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men !’
and in the ¢vening from John viii. 36,—¢ If the Son therefore shall
make You free, ye shall be free indeed,”  The collection amounted
to upwards of £40. Saturday cvening we had the chupel full, and
many in the yard, at a prayer-mceting.  On the 3rd 1 baptized
twenty five ; and, at the requestsof the deacons and leaders of the
chureh, I, in the morning, again enforced the daty of subjects to
“scel the peace of the city,” &e.  Our conaregation was larger
than even on the previous ands ever-memorable Friday,—it is con-
sidered, on the most moderate computation, that not less than three
thousand persons were present.  After the morning service, we had
the pleasure of welcoming thirty-five brethren and sisters to the
table of our’ Lord, around which not less than twelve hundred
members were scated. 1 concluded the sefvice ofgthat glorious
day by exhorling the new professors to €go on their way rejoicing.’
I found these services to be soul-refreshing searons; and I believe
that, to hundreds, f..laey'were truly pentecost.d.”

Such were the happy auspiaes under which the
modified freedom of whig sta esmanship was ushered
in,

None can doybt that the heart of the absent pasfor
was among his beloved poople on that geasion ; and
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the time was not remote when he should commence
his return journey, in order to. renew his personal
sojourn among them.

Having secured a passage on board the Canada,

* Capt. Britton, for New Yor}, he remained in London,
enjoying the society of endeared relatives, until the.
20th -inst. Early in the morhing he left by coach for
Portsmouth, where the Canada was to call for him and
“his family. But that day was destined to be darkened
by more than the ordinary regrets of separation. His
elder sister, who had come up from Somersetshire to
spend the last fortnight with him, and from.whom he
had parted in tolerable hcalth, was immediately after
seized - with the Asiafic cholera; and, long hefore
nightfall, was numbcred with the dead. Next day he _
went on board ; and, the anchor being soon after
weighed, the vessel proceeded on her course down
channel. Her progress, for a fortnight, was but slow,
in consequence of fovl winds, which occasionally rose
to terrific gules. The night of the 2nd of Scptember
was so appallingly perilous, that no one of the com-
pany or crew ventured to retire to their berths; but all
kept anxious watch, expecting every moment might be
their last,

The weather having somcwhat moderated by Lord’s
day the 7th, it was proposed by some of the passengers
that divine* worship should be celebrated, and that Mr,
Burchell should be solicited to officiate. With this
request he readily complied, and riteied the attention
of a motley and numerous guditory, whlle preachi,
from John xi. 36,—¢‘Behold, how he loved hi
The party on board consgsted of persons, not o
various tations, but also of diverse creeds and pr.@'fgs
signs : .among the-rest, it incladed a olergyman of; the
established .¢hurch of England, and Charles Matihews
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the comedian. “The latter had been decply interested,
not only by the theme, but the earnest sincerity, of the
preacher, towards whom he subsequently showed the
most marked respect. Under favour of the former, a
discussion arose, pridr to ¢he arrival of the next sab-

**hath, as to the propricty of a disscnting minister con-
ducting religious worship while an authorised ** son of
the prophets ” was on board. The debate wazing
warm, Capt. Britton was appealed {0 for an authori-
tative judgment on this nice point. With the charac-
teristic frankness of a sailor he replied, that, us his
vessel was an American, all denominations stood there
on an equality; and it was not,for him to contravene
the laws of the United States, which recognised no.
superiority in onc religious body over another. The
question being thus left open as ever, at least in the
estim#tion of those who had been accustomed to plead
prescriptive privilege in this country, it was referred
to Mr. Matthews, <« He cxccedingly liked,” he said,
* the reverend clergyman as a pleasant companion at a
hand of cards, or over a bottle of wine; but he could
not accept him as a spiritual guide : and that, since he
had neglected the duties of his office until stung into
zeal for his order by the services of another, he
thought Mr. Burchell was the fittest person to con-

. linue the duties he had so happily coramenced.” This
unanticipated decision was final ; the passcngcrs gene-
rally concurred in the comedian’s sentiments; and it
was arranged tha? the missionary shotild conduct pub-
lic worship whencver the weather permitted.

It may be readily supposed #heére was at least one
who did not cordially assenteto this conclusion. He
accordingly’ resented it, as opportunity scrved, by
various acts of * discourtesy towards the popularly
elected, dissenting chaplain. These did not escape
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the quick observation of Matithews, who requested
Mzr. Burchell not to notice them; for that he himself
would “ serve the pars'on out.” When, therefore, a
day or two after, all were gathered at the dinner table,
he illustrated his wondroi% power of metamorphosis
by personating his clerical friend, even to the sinister
cast of his cye and the professional {one of his voice,
with such perfeet accuracy, that it was difficult to say
which was which. The company looked first on one,
then on the other, doubting which was ¢ his reverence,”
and which his double. At length, the relaxed features
of the merry-hearted monitor, who threatened a repe-
tition of the mimicry in case the oflfence against good
< manners were repeated. fixed the gaze of all for a
moment on the veritable culprit; at whose expense
the saloon rung with frequent peals of irrepressible
laughter. ' The fear of aguin sccing his second self,
imposed a salutary check on the rudeness of the
clergyman for the remainder of the voyage.

Under the mirthful caterior of Mr, Matthews there
wds al least an occasional thoughtfulness, a suscepti-
bility of serious impression, which in¢rease the regret
all’ good men must feel that he should not have de-
voted his fine talents to some nobler object than he
did. Of this regret he was not entirely unconsgious
himself; and tias, too, perhaps, more frequently
the most intimate of his associatcs were aw
When, in the evening of Monday the 29th of
ber, the cabin passengers were landad on the Quay of
New York, he sought out Mr. Burchell; opfl, after
giving expression 10 ¥several fricndly and respectful
sentiments, grasped his hand and said mth much feel-
ing, “ We must here part. And I am not'ashasied to
¢onfess how decply I am affected by'the thought, that
we are hericeforth to be so differently employed. I, in
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pmmoting the amusement of the public; you, in ad-
vancing their highest interests. God bless you!”
From this point, indced, théir several paths were
widely divergent. lp the course of a few hours, the
Lomedian made his debvt oif the boards of the Ameri-
can theatre ;—tho following evening, the missionary
preached in Oliver Street Chapel, 4o the poople under
the care of Rev. Spencer Cone, on the common salva-
tion. .

Mr. Burchell having spent a fortnight in America,
during which he paid a brief visit to his frierids in
Baltimore and two or three other places, agnin left its
hospitable shores for Jamaica, by the ship (O but, Capt.
Mead. After a pleasant run of twelve days, they.
made the isle of the palm and ceiba caly in the
mornipg of October 27: and, before sun-set, came to
an anchor off Port Royal. In consequence of the
shortness of the passage, and the continucd existence
of the cholcra at New York whence they sailed, they
were ordered tc remain in quarantine for eight days.
¢ To this,” Mr. Burchell says, in a note to Mr. Dyer,
*“we have of course to submit; and, indecd, I wish to
do so with cheerfulness, from the conviction that my
Heavenly Father does all things well, and that I am in
his hands and at his disposal.”

About noon, on Monday the 3rd % Nogember, it
was his happiness to plant his foot, once more, on the
soil of Jamaica; and of recciving 8 cordial welcome
from the brethron then resident at ngston, cspecially
from his late fellow prisoner, Mr, Gardner. On the
{ollowing Lord’s day he was pfivileged 1o occupy his
pulpit in East Queen Strcet chapel; and, in the exer-
cise of the ministry, to dircct the insulted African to
thet Saviour who can free from the wprst of ills,
change. & slave of man into a son of God, make the
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degraded honourable, and: place the despised and
down-trodden in his g]onous presence to inherit eter-
nal Joy The next sabbath was spent at Spanish
Town, where he shared, the labours of the day with
Mr. Phillippo. His itinetdry thence shall be supphcd

by his own pen: it is furnished in a letter to Mr, Dy er,
dated

 Monteyg Bay, December 23rd, 1834.

“We left Spanish Town on Wednesday the 19th ultimo, and
reached biother Coultart’s the same evenmg, a distance of fifty
mles, The following day we spent with lnm and his excellent
wife, and recaved {from them the most gratifying accounts of the
progreas of the mission 1n the parish of $t. Ann’s.  In the evening T
preached at St. Ann’s Bay ; and, although there was only a few
hours’ notice gyven, the puncipal part of the chapel-house was full,
1t wae to me unsprakably dehghtful to witness such an assgmbly, i
so notorious a place, I'nday we proceeded on to Falmouth, (thirty-
four miles distant,) which place we reached ahout two o’clock, In
the evenmg 1 preached for brother kmbb, to a very large congre-
gation, the chapel bemng crowd: 4, and one of the tents also, while
many stood outside the chapel-house,

“ Next mornng we left our old companions, for the eventful
town of Moantego Bay. When we were yet three miles distant, we
had to pull up to shake hands with some who were come thus far
to meet us; us we proceeded onwards, the numbers and freqhancv
of the groups of fnends mereased. It was almost more thayWe
could endure. Thg poor people looked at us ns though theycould
scarcely believe their own eyes; and then they clasped thel dwﬁs,
blessed God, and mn many instances burst into tears. When we
entered the town, u.crowd of recollcetions hurst upon my mmd, as
I looked upon the smituation where the Blanch: was anchored when
I was first taken prisoncr, &c. ; but I was soon ronsed from reflection
on the past, for, as we'rogde through the streets, many of the in-
babitants came to their dnors and windows, congratulating us as we
passed by. As we advanced yet further, the doors and windows
begame crowded, and many were the kind grogtings of our former
Sown’s friends ;,some capressed”thewr feelings by their 1emarks, some
waved their handkerchiefs and others their hats, On reachiug the



HIS RECEPTION AT MONTEGO BAY, 286

cegire of the town,"we were recognized by one who had been 8

nch friend in our difficuliics; he took off his hat, nnd greeted
us most cordially, This excited the atfention of tie riegrocs in the
market ; and one of them recognizing tis exélaimietl, Bless God !
and him - come for true. Maesa Burchell, him corhe for true.'
Others now joined him, and hegah vlapping their hands ; when the
Jhole multitude, consisting of three or four thousand, waving their
hands and hats, set up their t.ho'ut, and made the whole town ring
with their thundering huzzas. T now endenvoured to press on teo
our residence, but the negroes, lenving their haskets and the market,
followed us. I drove hastily forward, feaing they would surround
us and take out pur horse, which T have since learnt it wus their
purpose to dn.  When we reached the house, we were immediately
encompassed by thronging mullitudes ; the yard and the street were
crowded, (me of the friends took our little g'rl and carrked her in,
for she wan completely frightened. It was a long time before we
ourselves could get out of the gig, (which had been lent us for the
journey,) for every onc was trying to shake us by the hand, or to
Iny hold of us in some way or other. When at lungth we did alight,
Miw, Difrehell, who was ncarly overcume, was corried in by the
friends ; and then the throns crowded upon me, some {aking one
hand, and some the other, while some threw themsclves upon the
ground. Indeed, the whole scene which followed was such aw I
cannot describe ; it would not he possible for any pen to do it
justice. The market square was almost vacated ; yet, many have
since informed me that, when they returned to their baskets of pro-
visions, &c. they found all as they had left them, nothing was lodt.
“The remainder of the day was entitely occupied in receiving
the congratulations of the people, whoso remarks were frequently
affecting, Many threw themselves prostrate atymy fect, and wept
aloud, Some gazed at me for a while, and then excléimed, ¢ Hi,
massa, and it you for true! and you for we, Massa DBurchell! and
e se¢ you with me own eye! Blessed God! ’—the gushing tears
that followed indicatjnk what tho lips could Rot express. After
speaking to a party and shaking hands, I was compelled to request
they would leave, in order to give placo §p &hers, When one said,
“No ma<a, me no go—me no able to believe yet—and is it Meses
Burehell for true?’ Another said, ¢ N8w, massa, me know dat God
bim true—him hear for we prayer—but him take him own timey
and him work him owd way—but him do every ting quitc good.'®
Indeed, J could fill a sheet with their intoresting uymy. One
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puor afflicted negress came down from the &ountry, a distance of
twenty miles, the next Saturday, (the 29th,) and when she saw me,
looking at me stendfastly, as tho tearsrolled down her faco, she said.
¢ Masss, me hear you come—und me hungry for see you~—and me
ery for see you; me tuke two day for walk for sre you—and now
me believe ; Godr him too good~-ine ndw willing for dic—for now
me kuow me God him true!’ o

“I had no eapectation whatevér of such a reception. I knew
my friends, and felt assured they would he truly glad to see me;
but T had not the most distant idea of such g manifestation of feel-
ing. It was fur beyond any description that [ can give.

“The following day, Nuvember 23rd, [ again commenced my
labours among my poor but dear people.  There were at loast four
thousand persons present at the ten o'clock service. 1 preached
out of doors. Oun Sunday, the 30th of November, the atiendunee
was still greater. At the' worning prayer-meeting, (six o’clock,)
there were neatly three thousand present; at ten o’clock the
number present could not Jitve heen less than five thousand. But
you must not he musled by this stdtewent of numbers, in snpposing
they deseribe what I am likely to have in general; they resulted
rather from a union of the churches at Montego Bay, Salter's 11l
und Gurney’s Mount, &.¢.”

Such a rcceptiony as cordial as it was in some
respeets unanticipated, could not be otherwise than
most grateful to Mr. Burchell's feclings. What a con-
trast did it present to that which awaited him three
years previously ! Then, imprisonment was his portion ;
officers of the British navy combining with the civil
authoritits of the island in treating him as a felon. 1n
common with his mlsmon.xry brethien, his character
was Jonded witk obloquy; his flodk was scattered in
all directions, by tho violence of “persecution; his
person cxposed te the murderous assaulis of the
assassin ; and his life further threatened by profligate
bribery and attempted perversions of the forms of law

2d the functions of justice. Now, he is grected by

enthugiasiit and still augmenting multitudes as the
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warm hearted #friend, the faithful and affectionate
pastor, and the successful advocate of the rights of
humanity and the cause of the oppressed. The emo-
tions of that period must have been an ample recom-
pense for all the somows (hat had pierced his breast,
the anxieties which had wasted his spirits, and the
labours which had taskdd hjs cnergies, since the
Garland Grove had dropped her anchor in the blue
waters of the Bay at the close of 1831; while the
cvents by which it was attended farnished a comment
on that inspired saying, and an illustration of the
general principle it embodies, ** Commit thy way uato
the Lord, trust also in him, and he shall bring it to,
pass; and he shall Lring forth thy rightcousness us
the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day.” #

* Puulm 2xxvo 6, C.
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CHAPTER XIIL

VISTRIBUTION OF TUFE SCRIPTURES—NEW CHAFPREL AT MONTEGO BAY
—~—DAY 8CHOOL — PROGRINS OF MISSION — THE AI’I"EENI‘ICI&HLP
SYSTEM — INGIDENT — SPAIL OF THE BAY CHURCH — MISSION
STATIONS — MLDICAL I‘llA('l‘N'E—-Ol'ENlNU' OF SALTER’S IITLL
CHAPELL- ARRIVAL OI' MR, OUGHTON—MARQUIS OF SLIGO—VISIT
OF MESSRS, SIURGL ANL MARVLY-—OVPENING OF MONTRUO HAYX
CIIAPLL.

Tuz sphere of action was now changed. No more
was the missionary {0 toil beneath the pale skies of a2
northern clime, but amidst, the glowing splendours of
the tropics. IIcnceforth he was to “spend and be
spent” in the service of his species under the fierce
rays of a tropical sun; in the realms of fragrant sweets
and brightest flowers.

«. . . tholand where citrons scent the gale,
Where dwells the orange in the golden vale,

Whero balmy zophyrs fan the azure skies,
Wbmpmyrﬂen grow, and prouder laurels riso.”

The new circumsfances in which he found himself
placed, demanded cqual promptitude and energy; and
with characteristic singleness of purppse he responded
to their claims. ¢
The British and Fomign Bible Society had geneso
resolved, to present to gvery newly enfranchised
who could read, a copy of the New Testament and
®salter bound together. It was an carly objee;iuﬁér Mr.
Burchell's “solicitude, to ascertain who of his flock
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could substantiste a claim to the boon. No statemenf
‘of precise numbers has been mct with; but *three
cases,” containing nearly a thousand of these precious
volumes, were roquired to meet the necessities of his
several sfations.  ° s .

A second and still morg anxious object of solicitude
was the ercction of new and suitable places of worship
in the room of those which had been demolished.
‘Within a month afier his arrival at Montego Bay, he
had so far matured his arrangements, that he ddvertized
for tenders for the first and most important of the
series. On Monday, the 19th of January, 1835, the
foundations were measured out, gnd the ground cleared,
in one of the most eligible situations which the town,
would afford, for a building designed to measure ninety
feet by sixty. This process was witnessed by mulii-
tudes,’who gazed with a kind of suspicious carncstness,
doubting whether they ought to credit the testimony of
their senses. In the course of the following Thursday
the work of excavation was commenced, putting the
reality of the undertaking beyond all question. In a
letter to Mr. Dyor, dated February 24th, an account is
given of the ceremonial of laying the foundation-stone.

“Oun Saturday, the 7th instant, the very day three years on
which the work of demolition commenced, thgcorner-stong of the
new edifice was laid. As early as one o’clock the people from the
country begau to collect on the spot— surveying the ground, the
foundation, and the corner stone, with the most intense interest. Tt
was u day that will noPer be forgotten by auy 8f us. The sorrows
of the past were banished, Al were willing to bury the recollection
of former grievances ;—there wure no tgar® shed but those of joy,
#nd we seemed {o be entering on 2 new era  About four o’clock in
the afternoon, we proceeded to the spbt where the ceremony was to
take place, The sight was truly imposing. On an area of nearly
thirteen thousand superficial feet,—the sides of the surrounding
streets, and_ the windows of the neighbouring houses Being thickly

o
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occupied-—together with the vicinity of *the chbecn site, the people
were wedged together. The sorvice was commenced by singing the.
first, second, third, and sixth verses of the 102nd Psalm,—

“¢ Lot Zion and her sons rejoice,’ &c.
L]

LN

" Brother Abbott then read the following seriptures j—Psalm exxvi
Nehemiah ii. 17—20, and Esra iis 8—13. Iirother Knibb, with
much tenderness and fervour, implored the presence and blessing of
God : after which, Richard 1lill, Esq., a gentleman 'known m
England by many of the friends of the ncgroes, (one of the very
fow special magistrates who have executod the duties of their com-
mission without ordering the infliction, of a single lash,) with Tsrael
Levi Lewin, Esq., the unfiinching advocate of c¢ivil and religious
hiherty, angd the undaunted advocate of the oppressed, (the same
gentleman, who, though oft the Hehrew race, opened his honse for

« the preaching of the gospel when our countrymen treated with scorn
a Christian missionary,) proceeded to lay the stone. Among the
memorials of the event deposited in the stone, was one bearing the
following inscription :— .

“« Muntcygo Bay, St. James's, Jamaica,

“¢In the fifth year of the feign of William the IV. king of
Gireat Britain, the marquis of Sligo being governor of this colony,
Sir Joshua Rowe, chief-justice, the honourable Dowcl O’Reily,
attorney-general, and the honourable John Manderson, custos of
this parish. This stone was laid on February the seventh, eighteen
hundred and thirty-five, by Richard 11ill, Esq., assisted by Israel
Levi Lewin, Esq., and the Rev. Thomas Burchell, pastor of the
church ; the Rev. Messrs, Joshua Tinson, William Knibb, Thomas
Fisher AbBott, Walter Dendy, and John Hutching, baptist mission-
arios, being present on the occasion; and taking parts in the
”mee' L [ ) .

“¢The church, for whose accommodatiyn this building is
besigned, was formed, by its present pastor, on the twenty-ninth of
February, cighteen huddrgd and twenty-four, consisting of cleven
members, in connexion with the haptist missionary society in
England, under whose aunpxces the Rev. T. Burchell came to this
island as a missionary ; of which sucioty, John Broadley Wilson,
‘Baq., is now treasurer, and the Tev. John Dyer, secretary. The
former edifice in which this church wozshipped had been previously
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used 8s a court-h%use, afid occupled the mite on which the new
chapel is to be erected. 1t was purchased in cighteen hundred and*
twenty-seven, and enlarged the same year, to accommodate the
rapidly-increasing church which consisted, when the chapel was
destroyed on February the eighth, eighteen hundred and thirty-two,
of sixteen hundred members, nfokt of whom continue in followslip
to this day, after passing throygh a most fiery trial of persecution.
For their edificafion, and to promote the spiritual interests of the
inhabitants of this town aud #ts vicinity, this building is commenced
in confident hope, in the divine promises, thut the same blessing,
which so eminently attended the preaching ofi the gospcl in the
demolished chnpe] may be vouchsafed in still greater abunduncc
here, 8o that ¢ the glory of tile lattor house may excced the glory of
the formoer;’ and to God shall be the praise. Amen.

& ¢N.B. This building is 1o be egected by Willidm Marshall
Meighan, Esq., mason and brickluyer, and William Owen Dunbarg,
Esq., carpenter and joiner ; under the superintendence of Samuel
Munderson, Esq., architect and surveyor, and lsruel Levi Lewin,
Esq, @s the friend, and on behalf, of the Buptist Missonary
Society.’ »

¢ At the conclusion of the masonic ceremony, Mr. Hil) addressed
a few words to the asscmbly ;ewhen Mr. Lewin spoke at some
length. We then sang,

“ ¢ Now let the slumbering church awake,
And shino wn bright array;
Thy chams, O captive daughter, break,
And cast thy bonds away.
#¢ Long hast thou lan in dust supine,
Insulted by thy foes,
** Whero 1s,” they oried, “that God ¢f thine ®
And who regards thy woes *"*
“ ¢Thy God 1ngarnate, on lus hands
Beliolds thy name engiaved ;
81l yyres oked hus pronnse standrg,
And Zlon shall be saved,
¢+ Hp did but wait the fittest Lime,
His meroy to display; @
And now he rides on clouds subum
And Urings the promed day.
“ ¢ Thy God for thee sball §oon appear,
end thy mourning days ;
Salvation’s walls around thee rear,
And fill thy gatcs with praise.’
o2
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“I then gave an address, with same remarks referring to the past,
*expressing our consciousness of the. injures we had sustaned, but
our willimgness to forgive ; congratulated the negroes on the great
change which hod been effected for them; after which I made a
few obscrvations on onr principles as dissenters, &¢,, when byother
Hutchins pave out Montgomery’s fiymn,

** “ Tlus stone to thee 1 falt’, wo lay;
‘Wo build the temple, Lotd, to thee !’ &e.,

and hother Tinson concluded with prayer.  Throughout the whole
service, the greatest decorum was ohserved by this large assernbly —
deportment that would have refiected (redit upon a more enhightened
though less calymmiated audience.”
The change effected in the social relations of the
* coloured people, by the act of emancipation, brought
with it a happy removal of the restrictions imposed on
the mental cultute of the young. Hitherto the light of
knowledge had been denied to those whom it was the
design of an avaricious policy to cmbrute ; but as the
reign of bondage had now been superseded by the
advent of libéity, the missionarics were anxious that
the people should realize all the advantages of which
their new and happier condition was succeptible. M.
Burchell was the first o move in the cause of popular
education in the county of Cornwall. Amidst all the
harassing respensibilitics of chapel building, he pro-
jected the establishment of a British day-school.
Having engaged ‘the scrvices of an active and intelli-
gent member of the church at Spanish Town, long
accustomed to tuition, Mr. John R. Andrews, at ans
annual chaige of somewhat more thap £200 sterling,
he commenced operations on the lst of April; and,
although labowring ‘urder the disadvantage of {hot
being able to secure a suitable room,  the success s
much o%ceeded all the expectations which had been
cherished.” This was the first of a'series of similar
institutions, which it was his happiness to establish at
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His several stutfons ; provision for the"stpport of which
fecessarily rested on himsclf, as it did* not lie within
the range of the society's engagements to maintain
schoals.

Of the activity which prevailed in the western section
of the island for promoting the spiritual welfure of the
people. a tolerably corrcet estimate might be formed
from the following description, furnished by Mr.
Burchell's pen in a letter to his brother. In the several
movements described his interest was the moYe Joyuun,
from his having borne so lurge a part in the labour of
founding most of the stations referred to.

.
“ Moffteyo Bay, June 23, 1835.

“ As you have heard of the circumstances connected with our
arrival and reception, 1 will not occupy my paper with any further
refcret}ce to them, but at once proceed to furnish whatever informa-
tion T can respecting our part of the mssion. New chapels are
being built at Browns Town, Stewart Town, Rio Bueno, Falmouth,
Salter’s Hill, Montego Bay, Savanna-la-Mar, Green Island, Jericho,
and onc in St. John’s. A larfe bouse has been purchased at
Lucea, for a chapel. DPrepaiations are mahmg for others at
Gurney’s Mount, Fullerstield, St. Ann’s, and Oracabessn. The
chapel at Montego Bay is the largest of them all; and will
prehably, in this regpeet, take precedence of any yet crected in the
island. The walls are to be thirty-three fect from the floor ; the
front gallery will bo fourteen scats decp. The table pew will be
ruised two feet above the level of the arey, so as to allow the
minister, when administering the Lord’s supper, tu b® scen by the
whole congregation. A +vestry 18 being built at the rear of the,
chapel, thirty fent by fourtcen ; the lower floor 18 designed to
furnish auc)mmodapon on baptiemal oceasiols, the upper will be
sppropriated for the library and the use of the minister,

“ Smee my return, many have beenga®ed to the fellowship of
the church. In November, fifty were buptized in the river adjoining
the town. February 8th, sixty-two Juore were baptized ; June 7th,
seventy-six ; and bn Jlme 14th, fifty-two Were baptized at a station
1 have commonced Tecently, and which 1 have cglled Fletche®s
Grove—it is situated close upon the eea, in a small’village called
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Sandy Hay. I am now busily engaged in thé cxamination of
candidates, whom I expect to baptize on the 1st of August, the
anniversary of the negroes’ emancipation.

“ Since' we have been permitted to 1esume our labours, several
new sfations have becn formed. Fletcher's Grove, already men-
tioned, about fourteen miles to wedtward of the By ; where I get
an attendance of about eight hundred persons. Endeavour, by Mr.
Dendy, about the same distanee to the eastward ; at which place a
congregation of nine hundred persons is collected. Mr. Knibb has
commenced ot a place which he calls Refuge ;—this is a branch,
however, of his own church at Falmouth. Mr. Dexter, who has
Rio Bueno and Stewart Town under hus caro, has heen labouring to
establsh @ station in the woods of the interior, where the gospel
was never before carried,—Mahoe Hill, or some such ngme. Thus
the good cause is happily mqking progress.

* About thrce months since, I commenced s Leneasterian or
British School in this town. Already it numbers 126 scholars, and
is increasing weckly ; furnishing the most encouraging assurances o‘t
ultimate saccess.”

t

The rcluctance with which evil habits are abandoned
is proverbial. ¢ Can the Ethiopian change his skin?”
asks the prophet; “or the leopard his spots? Then
may ye also do good that are accustomed to do ovil.” #
This was strikingly illustrated in the conduct of the
old traffickers in Buman flesh. Their opposition to the
whig measure of apprenticeship had been bought off
at a handsome premium, but their lust of blood was
not o be so casil§ propitiated ; the foul spirit by wlnch‘
they had been so long possessed (and “ his name wag
YLegion!”") was not to be s0 quickly exorcised. M
Burchell had been little more thar three wecks li
Montego Bay, when he had proof of this; and, in th91
evemng of Deccmbéetr #3th he made the followmg W

—%To.day I saw a poor negro, from Putosi
es te tled to a cart in the square before thg¢ court-
‘house, and geverely flogged with a tat; indinediately

® Jeremish xiil. 23.
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after which he ‘was chained to ane of the workhouse
gang.” The lapse of a few months was sufficient to
wring his heart with anguish, in the contemplation of
numberless such scenes. In the latter part of the same
letter, in which he intimatesrthe progress of evangelical
labours under the auspicgs of the missionarics, he thus
describes the operation of the new social economy : =

%The appienticeship system is working much better than T
anticipated it would. The apprenticos have conducted themselves
with the most admirabhle proprioty, where they have heen troated
as human beings and not us brutes. The ships are 1cturnifig home
literally Zaden with produce, notwithstanding predictions to the
contrary. The canes have not rotted upon the pround $—the crops
are finishing enrlier this yoar than Just i—in oue word, all is going
on well for the master. I wish 1 could say as much for the ap
prentice ; but this 1 cannot. Many are severcly laceratcd, under
order of the special magistrates; others arc sent to the trondmill, on
the most trivigl complaints ; and, on the shahiest occasions, others
are sentenced to work their own day and a half per week for the
henefit of their wasters, and that for wechs together ; and still they
Lear it with paticnce. Most of’ the specials who have been ap-
pointed, have proved themselves to be just 80 mnany hard-hearted
drivers, doing their best to meet tho wishes of the planters, and
assimiluting the present system as nearly ag possible to the old.
Every day our strects are paraded by men chained together; yea,
and twomen chained together also! This very day men chained,
and women chained, are dragging carts laden with lime to our new.

,chapel, in the service of their masters, andy in fulfilment of the
specinl’s sentences. +

“The complaint alleged against the apprentices, that they are
not willing to work i in their own time, arises from this ene fact, that
the masters for the most part will not pay tRem their hard
wages. Some few do, and in such casc the people wark cheerfully.

Y But mueh remains to be done by Britjsh®Christians, and they must
not think of slumbering, in the confidence of all bemg well. The
spemal magistrates ought to be 1&bked after; parliament onght

to inquire into their proeeedwgu; otherwises the negro will yet be,
crushed. Almdy is he oppressed; he is shamglessly insulted.
The few specials who bave evincod any feelings of humahity die
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treated with so much msult, are expvsed to so many annoyances,
and harassed m so many ways, that they cannot mamntam their
posts, but are compelled to resign. Thus Dr. Madden of Kingston
gave up,and left the sland, before Christmas  Dr. Palmer 15 now
treated with vile scurnlity by the press. Mi, Norcott, of this
parish, was persecuted beyond mesdsure, fromn the highest authonty
downward ; and why? because he never mflicted a lash ;~hecause
he executed the law aganst the master as well as the apprentice ;—
because he would not be the pot-companion of overseers,—would
not frequent their houscs,—eat, drmh, and carouse wmith them,—
and then, by way of a dessat, have a poor negro brought furward
to be tortured by the cat, and laccrated at the triangles.® He 19
now ordered by the (01crnor to Tobago, with the deugn of degrad-
mg and bamshmg lum , but, he will not go theres It 15 probable
he may sall hy the pachet which brings this to you; if so, 1 shall
request lum to call on you. Be kind enough to mtroduce him to
the friends, and to ull persons w your neighbourhood of anti-slavery
prnaples and mfluence,  He has acted most nobly ; and, a4 he 1s
frowned o for Juy honourable ndependence and mparulity, do
your very hest to serve nm.” .

It will put no surpnise on the reader, when informed
that Mr. Bwichell did not altogether escape the relent-
less hostility of the white gentlemen If they did not
venture, as yet, to oppose him publicly, they lost no
opportunity of grgt:iyingv their evil passions in secrct
.The following incident spcaks for itself. The mis-
sionary had been to Lucea, where he preached as often
as his other engagements permitted, so long as it
remained without a resident agent. On his retum
homeward, he had quictly driven, enjoying the varied
and magnificent scene, until he arrived within eight pr
nine fpiles of Moiitego Bay. Here a bold bluff riges’

* dThe minient attorncy of Wiltshiro estate, Fenton 1s the only m.qn;u
at whose house Spedial Justice Né cott « ver condescended to take refreshment
That wdividtial, amidst some eccentricities, wis distinguished by sp wSsgible
love of justice ,Hig name 18 held in kratefal remembnance by the negh popu
lation of this parieh  He was onco overtaken on this property by tropical
shoyrer, gng, alter waiting in vain for it cebsution, be it Iyt wdnsented to
tukp a glase of punta , but, on boing asked to stay dinngr, bimediately took
s Right 1 he Tawn,'-Sturge wned Harvey's West Indwes in 1637, p. 837, 228,
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almost perpendicularly out of ,the sea, to a lofty
clevation. The road, at the height of some hundred
fect or more, winds round, being cut out of the face
of this hecadland,—a mere ledge of rock, with a pro-
digious and towering wall.on the ofic hand. and an
unprotected yawning gulf on the other. Just at this
place a chaise, with two persons in it, made its ap-
pearance. As the party drew near, they took that side
of the road which of necessity and contrary to right
would place Mr. Burchell on the edge of the*precipice.
and drove 1ight upon him with the evident purpose of
forcing him over into the abyss. Ile prreeived their
intention just in time to give Lis horse a viotent turn,
by which his assailants were capsized, and ke pro-,
videntially preserved. “I never pass the place,” writes
a friend; ¢ without <huddering at the cold-hearted
brutabity of those fiends in human guise, and a feeling
of devout thankfulness for Mr. Burchell’s preservation.”
It was scarcely to be expected that the political
tempest, which had swept ‘over the colony during 'the
preceding three years, should have left no traces of its
violence in the deteriorated condition of Christian com-
munitics, Numerous “¢vils, as the #lmost inevitable
result of human infirmity, rose into existence; the
removal of which called for no urdinary wisdom and
firmness, on the part of the pastom in after times.
Mr. Burchell's pity for the suffcrings of the fegro race,
and the ardour of his zeal for the promotion of their
welfare, did not dlind him to the emistence of thoese
evils, or exceed his concern for the interests of cvan-
gelical holiness and church order® The following fews
lines, addressed to the secretary at home,, will justify
the correctness of this statement :——‘: For the first six
months after my errival herc, my trials in the church
were of the most afflictive nature, ahd octasioned mé
o5,



298 uxuom oy -.n;ow "BURCHELL,

the most pmnﬁxl nnxmty. Now, however, my pros-
pects begin to brighten, and’ the church i§ rapidly
returning to a healthy state. My efforts to overcome
the political and factious ferment which existed, and
which required &ll the cool detcimihation and energy
I could command, were, under the divine blessing,
attended with ultimate success. The ‘people saw and
{elt my embarrassments, and gradunlly rallied round
me. I then gave my earnest and unremitting attention
to the removal of their petty differences, and the
restoration of unanimity and love among them. In this
particulaf, my efforts have also been cqually blessed ;
and now I have the pleasure of once more seeing the
church in a peaceful and flourishing condition.”

' In the midst of his varied labours, the month of
August drew on, bringing with it the first anniversary
of negro emancipation. It occurred on the Saterday;
and, although somcwhat inconvenient on account of the
weekly market, the day was hallowed by several
religious sorvices, in anticipalion of those of the
sabbath. The happy season is thus described in a
letter to Mr. Dyer.

% Monlcgo Bay, September 22, 1835.

% On Sunday, the 2nd of August, we hud the largest congregation
that was ever known 1 this town. Full four thousand persons were
present at tl e meeting for prayer, at six o’clock in the wmormmg ;
and, at the lowest esimate, wo had scven thousand at the motfsin
service. The house we occupy as aur chapel, a shed in the 'N"
measuring seventy ‘sect by thirty-five,~—indeed, the chaj
itself, which is large, were all crowded ; the streets aléo, ti§é
with tho new chapel, an. the yard in which it stands, were tluckly
occupied. Mr. Ward preached in the ghapel-hoybe; and I
preached in the shell of the néw one, standing upon ane of the large
joists, After the public service, the church asserobled {o com-
Wiemorate the geath of Christ, when I had the pleasure of giving
the right hatd of fellowship to about a hundred and seventy new
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members, most of *whom had boen baptized in the river adjoining
the town 6h the previous moming of August 1st, The scene was
impressive and delightful; every part of the chapel-house was
crowdod with comml{mcunto. and hundreds were obliged to remain
in the yard; therd were present not less than fifteen or sixteen
bundred members. ‘We' had 100 public collcetion ; but I recom-
mended all who were sensible of God’s mercics in their emancipa-
tion, and who were of a wﬂh‘ng mind, to come with a thank-
offering, however small, ind present it to the Lord ; and they came
in crowds—young and old came. Mothers brought their one, two,
and three children, who were under six years of age when the bill
came into operation, and their little infants in arms, to present thei
mite; and many a tear of-joy wus shedeus they cast it into the
treasury of God.”

As the year advanced, it witnessed the cxfension of
his care to the subordinate stations he had formed in
the country. That the reader may be able to form a
correct idea of the wide spherc he cudeavoured to

* occuyly, the magnificent scale on which he sought to do
good, and to build up the church of Godyin that part
of the island in which he was located, a brief descrip-
tion of his.stations is here introduced, furnished by his
own pen.

“], Gurnry's Mounr.— The people in connection with thiy
chucch bave been the most noglected of sll, und have enjoyed
fewer means of grace than any of our other churches. They have
attended chiefly ut Fletcher's Grove, and fiequently at Montego
Bay. Their anxicty, however, to enjoy the gublic means of grace
has been very great, and their entreatics frequent und affecting. At
Hillington I have built out-offices, which 1 am fitting up as a
residence for the missionary, until the chapel-building expenses are
met. I have made® road up to the premifes; have cleared off
about fifteen acres of Jand ; and am now eonstructing a umk, for
the reccption of water, for whu.h we higv@ut times to send t great
distances, 1 expect, to commence preaching in our old chapel-
house in the course of a fortnight.

%1L Frercmer’s Grove,~—fourteen miles from the Bay, and
seven from Gurney’s Mount. A large und commodions house whs
offered at fhis place, soon after my return to the jslapd. We took
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part of it for six months, agreeing to hire the whole for one or two
years afterwards, if the prmroch of‘rmceu becume sufficiently
encournging. We commenced in February. I have preached
there ns often as it has been in my power; indeed there hus been
public setvice at least once a maonth on the {abbath, when the
congregation has vanied from fiveshundied' to s thousand persons;
and once a fortnight on the Frday evening, when the avernge
attendance has becn a lundred and twenty. I have purchastd an
ncre and a half of lend, delightfully situnate, with a small residence
upon it, which I am repairing and fitting.up for the missionary who
<upplies the station ; and have hired the whole of the chapel-house
for one or two years as may he requued. This 1 shall it up for»
the accommodation of the people; hundreds of whom now sit in
the yard, without any shelter from the sun. 1 hope to buld a
chapel on the premises, during the period we oceupy them at an
annual rental. At this stafion Mr. Andrews has commenced e
kabbath-school, und we already have ahove a hundred children in ,
attendance.

“JIL. SHorrwoop,—seventeen mles fiom Montego Bay, and
eightecn from Giurney’s Mount. 1 have 1enewed my labowds here
sinco the 1st of Ma) » and now supply  onc sabbath per month:
the attendance 1 dehightfu), from six to twelve hundred, I preach
standing at the window of a house ‘oelonging to one of our members,
The house is fully cocupied ; but the mass of the people are in the
yard, sitting upon rude henches made of poles, It 18 not a Dttle
ammating to witncas this assembly, in the midst of an amp)itheatre
of mountains, worshippiny their Maker under the canopy of heaven;
scontily provided for, but neatly clad, and conducting themselves
with the utmost propnety. And it 1 gratifying to see so many of
them come with the New Testaments they received from the'Bible
bouety undeg,their .srms. carcfully folded up in their handkerchiefs.
The pleusure of this scene is often inlerrupted, however, 4s 1 see
the poor peuple endeasour to protect their hoads from the scarching
rays of the sun, by placing a book or a large keaf upon their heads,
and puttmg théir handkerchicfs loosely on them; or, sometimes
looking'up to this great fuminary travelling i the fulness of his *
splendour and the mujesty of his strongth, ag though they would
entrent his compassion. Mr. Wndrews has commenced a sab 2
school at this station alpo, and there are already nearly a hun
children under instruction. 1 have succceded in purchasing & few

oueres of land, wust pleasantly aud healthfully situated, and am now



STATIQNS, ' 301

making preparatiofls to bujld ‘a small house as a temporary
residence fot a missionary, amtl am abnut to take up the tent fo the
accommodation of the people till we can build & clmpel.

“«IV. BereeL lstﬂn.—eighteen miles from Montego Bay, nine
from Mount Carey, njne from Shortwood, and twelve or more from
bumey’w Mount. Tt is situated A the great interior road from the
Bay to 8t. Elizabeth's ; is about twenty-three miles from Savpuna-
la-Mar, and thirty-two from Black River. At this place I have
rented a large house for three years, where T have service on week
evenings, and where T am shont to establish a school. My
prospects here are very encouraging; but, as I have not had
"possession many weeky, [ will postpone further statements, ay my'
tine is 8o fully oceupied with work that 1 have no leisure o write
in auticipution. A few acres of land have been purchased,
adjoining the place 1 have rented; and by the time the lesse
expires, T hope to get a chapel hwlt.

“V. Mount Carey.—This is the second new station 1 havey
commenced sfnee my retarn. It 18 to form a second station n
connection with Montego Bay. It 14 gituatud in ahout the centre
of all My other stutions, and, in a direet linc, 1» about eight miles
and a half from cach, The premmses | have purchased, with a
house, (formerly a blackwmith’s shop,) measunmg siaty feet by
twenty-five, which T intend fittina®up as a schovl-house and chapel,
'The residence was burnt durme the disturbances; but some of the
foundation-walls remain, and I purpose eompleting them, as the
situation ds exceedingly salubrious, and will prove highly hencticial
to the Buy mwdonmy. Hitherto T have held service only onee a
fortmipht, on the week evening; yet the attepdance has averaged
three hundred persons.  T'Lis station would prove of high import-
ance for a day school, as it is situsted i ghe midst of several
thousand apprentices. A sabbath school is already forgned, hy und
under the care of M. Burchell und one of the memhers, Misy
Jane Reid, who has been an indefatigable teacher in the Sunday
school at Montego 13ay. They leave the to#n on Saturday, and
devote their sabbaths to the interests of the children here, and have
already hetween two and three hundrgd sunder their tuition, and
would have many mope had we teachers to assist them, Could 1
hut ‘ohtain u little pecuniary aid, I wduld at once attempt the estab-
lishment of a Lancasterian day school j but, unless the philanthropic
iriends in England dome forward {v co-operate with us, it will je
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impamsible for us to fulfil one tenth part of our duty or wishes in
behalf of the rising generation.”

Of the satisfactory progress of his educational
efforts he gives the following statement :—

% During the Intter months of my uojoﬁm in England, all parties
were asking why we did not direct more of our efforts to the
instruction of the young? I replied by stating the all but insuper-
able difficultics which distinguished”the reign of slavery, and our
determination to act so soon as it was in our powery—this wus my
own determination, and 1 believed it to be that of my hrethren.
Immediatc'y, therefore, on my return, 1 began to give my attention
to this “important part of missionary operations, more especially
important at the present erisis. Early in this year 1 engaged Mr.
Andrews ; 4nd, although hi‘therto in want of a suitable room, our
progress has much exceeded expectation. Three months ugo 1

“purchased a large house and yard; the former is now undergoing
the mecessary alterations and repairs in order to the children’s
accommodativn, and we have every indicativon of advancing success,
The cxpense of the undertaking is very greal, having a master and
family to support, Still, as this is the first of the kind in the large
county of Cornwall, and as it is intended for training up teachers
for other similar institutions, I"have not hesitated to incur the
responsibility, confidently anticipating the assistance of friends at
homo. Already I have two young men under instruction, for
masters; one of whom is sent by brother Knibb, dcsigned for
a school he contemplates at Falmouth. Other persons arc making
application for instruction and situations; but it is impossible for
me a8 an individual to undertake more than 1 have done. I have

.now above one thopsund children under instruction, chiefly in
Sunday scheals, at Montego Bay, and at some of my out-stations ;
at the,rest T am about to commence schools; and I could enlarge
at all, had I the means. The same chusc prevents my establis.
day schools at mostedf my stations, which lLiehitunted in an in
ant district of country. 1 feel intensely anxfous for the welfw
the rising gencration, new growing up to be a free peopl* J" t
prescnt, I have strength, and 1 think 1 have at least.an kqual
disposition, to work : all I need is help, pecuniary help, . #¥me
but have this in sufficient measure, and [ will pledgmm}lelf to
establish schools, so as to have at Jeast a thousand children of
apprentices under instruction.”
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The law whifh provided for the physical necessities
of the negro youth, who were still retained in semi-
vassalage under the power of their former owners,
consigned such as werc under six years "of age to the
support of their phrents.. From the low scale of
wages to which the parents had generally to submit,
and the veaatious impediments thrown in the way of
cultivating their little patches of ground, they often
had no small difficulty in providing the requisite, how-
ever scanty, amount of food and clothing. ‘Thus the
richest of earthly boons—the absolute freedom of their
little ones—became the source of their most painful
anxieties. Did sickness or djscase supervéne? In
most cases they ran their course almost unchecked,,
because the charges of the medical practit*mnor could
not be met. As a consequence, many a beautiful
flowet withered before it had time to unfold; and
many & negro infant bowed its head in death, ere it
had tasted either the sweetness or the bitterhess of
life to any extent. Hence the request the missionary
addressed to the secretary, in the course of this year’s
correspondence :—* Please send a good supply of the
mo-. common and uscful medicines, as numetous ap-
plications are being made to us on behalf of the free
children, for whom no medical attendance is provided.”
Such was the commencemcnt of a new line of benevo-
lent action. When a student at college M. Burchell
bad familiarized himsclf, as his leisure permitted, with
the elecments of ¢hemistry, little dreaming of the prac-
tical use to which his knowledge was to be ultimately
turned. Dut that which was the? pursucd as a matter
of intelligent gratification, wgs now brought to bear on
the necessities of that race to whose well-being he was
so sensmvely glwe

As the miseries of the apprenticeshipssystem de-
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veloped themselves, and his memberstin the country
suffered from its cruelties, his medical practice gradu-
ally extended And when at léngth a debilitated con-
stitution compelled him to’ seek a residence among the
hills, Mount Carey assumed, thg, character and import-
ance of a dispensary, in relatmn to the surrounding
 districts; as many as from two to three thousand of

the colourcd peasantry annuﬁlly recejving gratuitous
relief. The obtaining of medicines from England,

however, in requisite quantities, became. too expensive;
hence.he fufther turned his chemistry to account, by
making his own resins, tmctutes, &c.; yet, cven then,
his outlay was heavy, amounting in the lattcr penod* of
ife to nearly £100 per annum.

The reader will probably remember that, at an
earlier period of life, Mr. Burchell had the eppertu-
nity of attending a course of lectures on physiology
and anatomy * The knowledge then acquired he now
emplo; cd in the practice of surgery to some extent;
and occasionally he used the knife, To assist him in
the dressing of wouads, he took into -his house, from
time to time, several orphan children of his members,
whom he trained to that beneficent service, in whlch
they showed much expertness.

Amidst such a diversity of avocatlons, the, spmt of
deeply chastened humility by which he was distin-
guished i¥'not the least interesting feature of the case. .
It indieates the secret of his strength, and of his suc-,
cess. He~was mot in the habit of disclosing 46" an
considerable extent, the worklngs of his inmost 'bemg
nof even in his corredppndence with the most ep,de' ol
friends; * He prmcxpally dwelt on facts, and aPoke
others ﬁrather than of himself. When, however, 4
cumstances - compelled a reference to kg,mselfﬂ; ok
| * See page 34,
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made in the following style of ‘unaffected modesty and
entire self-renunciation :—* I do' not wish to mention
anything boastingly,” he says to'Mr. Dyer. *Ifeelmy
own ndthingness, and my anxious desire is to’ be
found at the foot of'the ctoss. And if my Heavenly
Father condescends to enqploy me in his sarvxce, I am
happy, and feel myself hgnoured.”
But to return from this digression. The year 1835,
which had been filled up by the missionaries with
activitics and labours the most varied and.extraor-
dinary, closed peacefully, furnishing every and the
most ample evidence of the advantages of freedom,
however imperfect, in promoting the morals as well as
the comforts of the people. The periodical press of
the island, though in scveral instances inveterately
hostile to all ‘efforts “for the’ evangelization of the
_négroés, did not refuse their testimony to the im-
provement which marked the condition of that class,
of the community. TUndex, the old system, the last
few days of the year were distinguished by such
*scenes of licentious merfiment and riotous disorder,
as to render it needful, for the sake of public peace,
to double the usual number of guards. But what was
the state of things now? ¢ The Christmas holidays,”
observes the Cornwall Chronicle; « are bcg’mnmg to be
remembered like the emotions of a by gone djeam. In{,
the towhs all a.reqmet in our rural districts gyery-
thing is ’proceedmg in admirable order.” “ The Christ. -
mag holidays,” refechoes the Falmoulh Post,  have
; pasaed off with the most perfect harmony. The cage
"has not had a sohtary ipmate for’some time past. The
specials, cletk of the peace, arg constables, all declata
they have notln.ng to dg.. To what a pass things are
.come ! . 'What mbntrast between the good old timee
of gnnrd,keepiﬂ"g, military movements, $1d John
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Canooing ! Last Sunday was roligiou'sly' observed by
free and apprentice; and the churches and chapels of
every depomination were crowded, we could almost
say, to suffocation; and, as far as our information
reaches, all went cheerfully to work on Monday.”

Spiritual prospenty had been keeping pace with
other departments of progress; and there is no small
amount of interest in the following passage from a
letter, addressed to the secretary, and wrilten on the
anmvorstry of Mr. Burchell's first arrival in the island
of Jamaica.

, “ Monnt Carey, January 6th, 1836,

% And now, my dear sir, allow me to communicate to you 2 most
interesting and gratifying fact, connecied with this station. Sume
few weoks ago, I received into the clhungh about one hundred and
Bty persons, who had previouly made a public profession of their
faith in Christ by baptism. On this occasion, there were thirty-
seven young persons under the age of twenty-one; thirty-six of
whom, we have every reason {o believe, had lived up to that period
chaste and virtuous lives. Of this number five were brought under
serions impressions by instruetion received in the sabbath schools,
prior to the disturbances in 1831; five by the conversations and
prayers, and two by the dying adinonitions, of devout parents.
Nearly the whole of them were the ehildren of church members;
and the majority of them had the pleasure off meeting, on this
occagion, a father, or a mother, and in some few instances both, at
the table of the Lotd, The scene wus delightful ; and, as you may
well suppofk, it was deeply uffecting.

%1 pbgard this as one of the most interceling occurrences con-
nected with our mmsxovx ; and, indeed, as onehof the most interesting
auguries for ‘e iuture while it serves to rcfute the misrepresenta-
tions ard calumnies of the envious, or of the more openly avowed
enzmy. Twelve years 'ﬁgt.‘, this very day, I landed hero for the
first thme ; and, at that period, I believe you could not have found
0 large & number as thirty-sixyof the same age, who had main.
tained their honour; no, not in the whole parish, consisting of some
twenty-three thousand apprentices; ¢ What hith God wrought |°
with gratitude we excluim; let others say as they will. But docs
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not this fact say much for these poor Christian negro parents ¥
Can their raligion he a8 mere name +-—a mere hypocritical pretence t
They may be poor—they may be ignorant—they are despived ; but
1 do heliove them to be genuinc and sincere Christians.”

For some time past an action at law had lain against
one of the missionaries in she casterp end of the island,
on a chatge of improper interfercnce with an appren-
tice in his expulsion from the church, The doctrine
attempted to be establithed was ‘one which, if recog-
nized, would go far to disorganize every Christian
community in the island, by subverting their indepen-
dence and power of sclf-guvernment. It was scarcely
to be expected that a body of mén, like the agents of
the Baptist Mission, would tamely acquicsce in this
insidious assault on their liberties. Those who had
seen the thunderbolt in the hands of the persecttors,
in the palmy days of uncontrolled tyranny, would now
* hardly be intimidated at the sallics of decrepitude—
the impotent darts of Priam+amidst the crackling ruins
of Troy.”# When, thercfore, they met in association
at Kingston, in the month of March, 1836, they drew
up and published a full report of the case, together
with a protest against the principle of the proceedings.
To this was sppended a declaration, that, in similar
circumstances, they were severally defermined to act
in the game manner as Mr. Taylor had dones In this
business Mr. Burc¢hell ook an active part; and in-
voked the co-opergtion of brethren at home, through
the medium of My, Dyer, in the following terms 1

¢ Qur ¢ declaration,’ which may be th(ﬂ.lgﬁt by some to be & little
too spirited, but which the times rendgr imperative, will, I trist, he
supported in BEngland by all our-dissenting brethren, We must
maintain our rights,or we shall be crushed. By a manly avowal

® Hallant's Middle Ages, vol, { p. 448,
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of our principles, a jealous watchfulness aguin‘st their infrinpement
in any, even the lcast, instance or degree, and a prompt defence of
them when attacked, wo shall secure for oursclves, for our churches,
and for dur brethren m future ycars, the libertics which are enjoyed
by friends at home, but which were pu-chased for them by their
ancestors at no small cost. The storm raised against us hore is
nothing uncommon ; and 1 do not apprchend that either we, or
truth, or religious fre€dom, will suffer from it. 1 do hope that
Briwh dissenters will not, meanwlule, abandon us in the conflict.
‘Whether they do or not, lowever, if at any time we are trampled
upon, we shall speak out plunly both "what we think and what we
feel.”

On the 1st of April the new chapel erceted at
Salter’s Iill was opened for public worship. At an
early hour, many persons were seen wending their way
in every dircction, on the roads and over the mountain
passes, as well as through the ?anc-ﬁclds, towards the
romantic spot on which it was built, As founder of
the church for whose accommodation it had been
prepared, Mr. Buichell was engaged to preach on the
occasion; but in consequence of the vastness of the
multitude who assembled, not above one half of whom
could possibly get within the walls, M1. Knibb con-
sented to conduct a service at a short distance, in the
open air, under the shade of some pimento trees. The
latter preached from, “Go ye therefore into all the
world,” . (Maltt. xxviii. 19, 20;) artd the former from
Isaiah xxvil, 13, *“ And it shall come 1o pass in that
day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they
shell come whd were ready to perish in the land of
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land’ of Egypt, and
shall worship the Lérd in the holy mount at Jeru-
salem,” It will not bg wondered at, if ministers and
people alike realized a high degree of hallowed excite-
\nent, as they remembered the trials of the pmt. and
contrasted them with the happiness of the preseht. -
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As the year advanced, the demand upon his sympa-
thies and cnergies continued undiminished, or rather,
it might be said to incrcase, both in their variety and
magnifude. Of thig the following letter to his brother
will furnish evidence. ®

* “ Montegg Bay, June 6, 1836.

«] write this letter, hoping it will reach you in time for the
Cornwall mission anniversaries; us it nay fumish you with infor-
mation for your public meetings. 1 shall In addition send y3u two
weeks’ * Watchmen j’—make the best use you can of the monthly
returns of the special magistrates, the number of lashes inflictéd per
month hy order of these protectors of the* apprenhces, or, more
properly, slave-drivers.

* With respect to the apprenticeship s) ystem m«lf it turns out to
be anything but salutary und bencficent. Too many of the specials,
there is cvery reason to believe, are mere tools in the hunds of the
planters. There are some honourable exceptions ; but it is a gross
impositich on the British public, that the exeeptions to the general
rule are not on tho other side. Their monthly reforts give ne
account of the committals to the workhouse, (to e worked in
chains1) nor to the treadmill. Thése returns ought to he given to
the public, and the alleged offences inquuwed into, us also the
manner in which cases are heard and adjudicated. The apprentices
are conducting theriselves well, notwithstandig the annoyances and
vexations they have to endure, Mr. Stanley, however, cumnntted
an ulmost unpurdgnable offence, when he imposed six yems of
apprenticeship upon the negroes, under pretence of preparing them
for freedom. Had &, term of ycars been appyinted for a strong
police to watch over and restrain the masters, so as to prepare them
for dealing with free men, there would have been spme propriety ;
for I do not hesitate to affinn that, whatever failure has happenced,
has been owing entiredy to the master, und nd to the servunt,
However, brighter days are before us; and the friends of freedom
will yot bave tc rejoice in the triumph gf diberty over slavery ; in
the ultimato success of the experiment they have so nobly made
and at such a cost, in spite of all the predictions of rapine, murder,
nndnun,mndebymwmsted and bad men,

“ Qur mission continttes to prosper. The new chapels at Salter'w
Hill (eighty feet by ffty), Brown's Town (sixty-five by forty-five),
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Rio Bueno and Stewart Town (each sixty by forty-five), and
Oracabessa (sixty by forty), arc opened ; and although the present
buildings are double the former in size, they are found too small to
accommedate the congregations, My own place, ninety feet by
sixty in the clear, 1s in progress, but will stot meet the requitements
of the people ;—1 repret 1 did' fiot build two émnaller ones instead,
but then the socicty’s inability to furmsh another missionary set
this plan aside.

“Bome time since, 1 gave you an account of my stations. Iem
happy to say that ¢he confinyed attendance at them all is most
encouraging. 1 get two, three, four, and cven five hundred hearers
at the week-uvening services; so that, between preaching, (five
evenings a week,) travelling, (full ninety miles a week,) church
duties, building of chapels und schools, &c., I am fully occupred,
and gheolutely without lejsure. Indeed, I could not have wntten
you now, but that 1 have been ill from over fatigue, and Jaid up for
the last four days. Since 1 have returned to the island, it has been
my happiness to baptize full five hundred persons, who have given
credible evidence of their conversion and love to Christ. The
church, which consisted of sixteen hundred membérs pri:n' to the
disturbances, has now ahove two thousand in full communion.
Hence you will perceive, there has been no serious falling away,
notwithstanding reports to the contrary. Indeed, my conviction is,
that there are fewer instances of defalcation in our churches, in
proportion to our numbers, than there are n the Enghsh churches.

% Qur British school, (for so I have designated it,) at Montego
Bay, is in a pleasing state. We have one hundred and sixty day
scholam, whose progress 18 satisfactory. Many, who knew not a
letter in the alphabet twelve months since, are now zble to read
fluently, are writing, and commencing arithmetic. Three months
ago 1 alyy commenced an infant school, which is now in active
operation with fifty children. ’Tis delightful to see the interest
which the deay little creatures evince in their novel engagements. 1
have purchased premises, and am building $uitable rooms for these
institutions, which will be completed before the lst of August,
capable of accommodéing three hundred children. 1t will cost me
£1,600 currency. The attendance at the Sunday-school a
five hundred at least. I aln now building and fitting upm
for & British school at Mount Carey, which will also be ready

“against the st of August, and be capablo of receiving two hundreg
children ;—a master is now in training, for this station, at the
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Borough Road instRution, My expenses here will not be less than
£1,000 currency. At Montego Bay I am training up a young man,
with the design of placing him at Gurneys Mount, at which place
I am making suitable arrangements, Thus, my expenses for
masters” salaries will soon_bo £3500 currency per annum, for which
1 alone ghall be responsible, Last year, after all my cxertions to
collect funds, 1 was left minus £123 10s. 5d. currency, exclusive of
purchases and buildings. If benevolent friends in England could
but sec our necessities and our prospects, I do think they would not
leave us thus to lahour alone, and thus to spend our little all. I
cannot forbear g0 Jong as I have one shilling left;—go on I must.
Still, if I could but obtain some assistance from the negroes’ friends
in England, I should be able to go on for a longer period before 1
become bankrupt. I am therefore going on 1n faith and good works,
trusting that British Christians will not permit me to fall a s#erifice.
Our work is, T assure you, very, very lahorious; but very delightful.
We aro often greatly fatigned in our work, but have never yet been
weary of it. Had L four times the strength T possess, most cheer-
fully would 1 spend it in the glorious work. I bless God that he
has permxttad me to live, labour, and suffer, as & missionary; and in
the missionary field I trust my hones will be buried. 1 trust my
dear child will live, labour, and die in the same service, She is
already deeply engaged in the Sunday school. But I must say
adiou 1" .
The carly part of next month brought some liltle
relicf to this course of laboar. July 5th, Mr. Oughton,
thh his family and assogiates, landed af Falmouth;
"soon after he proceeded to Montego Bay. Here he
spent several weeks, preaching altermately with the
{oil-worn missionary in the town and at th& country
stations. From the communications which had reached
home from time tv time, some of the rpore phlegmatic
friends of the mission began to apprehend that the
tinting of the scenes depicted ke been unconsciously
decpened by the ardour of the draughtsma.n s emotions.
Such a result would have been' far from unnatural ; yet
it does not appear to have been the case. Tmth a8
well as joy lent its inspirations to the pencil,2nd secured
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accuracy to the representation. Of this we have the
corrohorative testimony of Mr. Qughton, when wrmng
to the.secretary, in- the following terms :—

“ Mcmkg& Bay, Auytm 23, l“838

« Yt appears natural that I should a)cqumnt you with the § impres-
sions which have been made upon my mind, by the present condition
of the mission in this island. You are nware, my dear su', that I
had formed very sanguine expectntwns with regard to it} and it
now.:s my pleasing duty to inform you, that those expectations have
been more.than realized. The people here are indeed an intcresting
race, ahd the prospeets of success to the cause of the Redeemer,
far exceed my most fervent imaginations.

“ A¢ Muntego Bay, between thrce and four thousand assemble
every sabbath, to hear the word of life ; and, although the majority
come from distances varying between five and fifteen miles, vet at
the six o’clock prayer-meeting, the chapel is crowded ; and at ten,
the surrounding spaces are completely nccupled The anniversary’
of the lst of August was indced an iiferesting oceasion. On
Sunday, July 3)st, it was computed that not less than seven thou-
sand persons were present. I preached in the present temporary
chapel, to an immense congregation ; and Mr, Buzchell in the new
and unfinished building, which was completely filled. The next
morning a prayer-meeting was held, at which not less than two
thousand were present, although it commenced at the early hour of
three o'clock. I think I nevet heard petitions so delightfully
characterized by simplicity and earncstness, as those which were
then offered ; nor ever witnessed gratitude so exuberant and over-
‘flowing, as displayeq by the poor people, while praising God for the
temlioral.l aud spiritual privileges which they then enjoyed, and to
which. they were looking forward. After the prayer-meeting, the
whole congregation, which had by that time increased to npwards of
thrrea thousand, pfoceeded; en masse, to a 'iver about a mile from
the Bny, when Mr. Burchell baptized one hundred and twenty-five .
persons; and I adminisiered the same ordmanue to nbnuﬁfo;ty ﬁ\rQ
others. X
“ Although the ‘number was so great, and the eongrgatxon 80
numerous, no accident happened nor confusion occurred.: At ten
Vclock the sage day, services were again 'held in both places, and
attended by ‘thousands of anxious auditors, At the conclusion, we
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admonished the people of the necessity of returning immediately
to their homes; and, by four o’clock, scarcely an individual was
left in the town, excepting its regular inhabitants, Thus, my dear
sit, I have endeavoured to sketch a faint outline of the procecdings
of that delightful day; angd can only add, that this is no exaggerated
statcment, but that, in fact, th® “reality far exceeded the descrip-
tion,”

The governorship of the Marquis of 8ligo, although
of brief duration, embraced a most difficult period of
the island's history. Socicty was in a transition state;
the masters havxng to learn the duties of consideration
and ecquity in reference to their inferiors, and the
peasantry to acquire the sentiments and habits of free
men. Towards each class his lordshlp maintained an
honourable bearing. The patcrnal charactor of his
administration had so won on the negroes, that they
determined on raising a subscription among themselves,
in order to purchasc a piece of plate for presentation to
him. Their resolve was carricd into effect with unani-
mity and promptitude, and thet with the warm approval
of the baptist missionarics. Among the latter, the
subject of this memoir thus expresses his feelings in a
few lines to a fellow-labourer.

I understand that the apprenticcs“in your parish, and in other
eastern districts, are desirous of eapressing tew gratitude to the
governor, for the kindness and protection he has afford® them, hy
subscribing o tivepcnmy, or tenpenny, or twentypenve, to present
him with a piece of plate. T is good, if it can he effected,
What are you doing! What can be donet Let the effort be
general and simultaneous:—it will astound the would-be tyrants
here, as well ns Lord Glenely, and thamm¥k-and-water portion of
the cabinet at home; while it will strengthen the hands of the
anti-slavety friends. T hope the bfthren on your side of the
island will draw up an address to the govertor before he leaves; ]
and most happy shall I be to append my name to it, that is, pro=
v1ded it be gpirited, s it should be.”

P
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On Saturday, the 24th of Scptember, the new schools
erected at the Bay were opened for the reception of the
pupils. On this occasion a scene presented itself of
novol and deeply interesting character, such as might
gladden the heart of every*well-wisher to his specics.
An account of it, as furnished by Mr. Burchell’s pen,
is preserved in a letter to his brother.

“This educational establishment, which hds at length ¢a local
habitation and a name,’ wuh the first fonnded on the pninciples of
the Britishr and Foreign School Society in the county of Comwall.
It was commenced in March, 1835, under every conceivable disad-
vantnge —rough materials- -not one trained monitor—and no con-~
vonient place for the accommodation of the children. Notwith-
standing all, however, Mr. Andrews' cxertions have succeeded
heyond my most sangume expectations.  Towards the close of the
same year I purchased premises, und have since erected and fitted
up the necegsary buildings.  These were opencd on Saturday the
24th of September, when the chidien from the varions sabbath
stheols conneeted with the chwreh, three thousand one hundred
and seventy in number, assembled. A more interesting scene 1
never heheld ;--iudecd, it wa- too wuch for me; the excitement
aceagioned & fever, fion, the.effects of which T have not yet fully
1eeovered. ’

# During the preceding night, the clildren from the country
commenced their journey to the Bay; and many of the friends
informed me thit, as they were coming down carly in tho morning,
long before day, they passed muany a group,of children, resting from
fatigue, and sleeping by the 10ad side, waiting for the dawn, Al
ten o’cluockyas many as were uble assembled within the walls of our
unfinished chapel, when they were addressed by brethren Knibb
and Adbhott. Atter which, a few of the children, who had been
previonsly selected from vach school, were'presentod by Mr. and
Mnrs, Oughton with a copy of the New Testoment, neut by the
Sunday schelars of SwrteyeChapel, London. A present of a book,
or of some other article, was abo given to evory child, by Mr, and
Mrs. Thompson of the Bible Socicty, and the wives of th
sionaries present, assigted by some of the female membe&
tourch, The.children then left the, chapel, and marche
the town, eath school headed hy a banner ;—the abomi.k'a
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declaring all childfen free under six ygurs of age, und the clause
abolighing slavery, printed¥n lurge letlers, were carried by children
on poley, at the bead of the procession, As they approached the
viemity of the school, they were preceded by a band of musicians,
(consisting of scveral of qur friends, who form part of the militia
hand,) who conducted them to fhé sclivol premises. The childten
of the Dritivh School took formal possession of the buildings
erorted for their use, while the band played * God save the king’
and ‘ Rule Dritinia 3* after which every clild was presented with
a bun. Great prepriety and decorum prevatled j--nor will the
scene bo soon forgotten -such a one had never hefore been
witnessed in Jamaica. Blessed be God for the glormus act of
«cmancipation !’

The latter part of this year bvought with if a need-
less and undesirable acecssion of anxicties and labours. .
The contractors for building the new chapel failed in
their resources, and threw on the missionary the re-
sponsibility and labour of finishing it in the best way
he could. Struggling as he then was under accumu-
lated burdens of various kjunds, instead of yiclding to
despondency be roused himself to battle with and
overcome them: and while men of feebler encrgy
would have lost all hope, if not have abandoned the
und;.rtakmg itself, he siwply assigns it as a reason for
less frequent correspondence with his brother. “I
have been wishing to address a few lines to you, for a
considerable while past; but my fime is_so much
occupied, and my perplexitics and difficulties in refer-
ence to the chapel are so great, that I can scarcely
write at all. Both mason and carpefter, discovering
their incompetency to complete their engagements, loft,
and gave up the work to me, whch they had done the
rougher portidn of it; so that 1 am now obliged to
become mason, carpenter, joincr, glazier, lime burner,
&c., &e, However, I hope to finish in time; and at
present purpose opening in March, whateter may be

® 2
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the state of the building; as we atc now greatly

distressed for want of accommodition.”

Embarrassing as were his labours from this cause,
he did not lose sight of the high ends of his mission,
but continued to prosecute-them with considerable suc-
cess. In combination with those of other evangelical
ministers, their influence was becoming obvious in the
improved habits of the town's people in general; and
whilc some yielded & hearty subjection to the gospel,
to the salvation of ‘their souls, others so far came under
its influence as to render external homage to its sanc-,
tities. Thus he writes to his brother : —

“
.

“ Mount Carey, February 21st, 1837.

% Notwithstanding the inconveniences of our situation at the Bay,
the congregations continue exceedingly large. Of late I have been
under the painful necessity of preventing the attendance ‘of the
Sunday school children, from want of accommedation ¢ven in the
yard. A spirit of harmony and love has prevailed among the
members; and [ think we bave enjoyed much of the presence of
God in our public services, whilst we huve realized great prosperity,
not externul only, but I tiust also vital. That we have had some
painful cases, calling fur the exercise of the more painful measures
of seriptural discipline, will be confessed ; but where is the Christian
community which has not?

A delightful spirit of inquiry has beeg awakened among the
young, many of whop are now ¢ asking the way to Zion.,’ During
the past yeq, it has been my gratifying duty to baptize eighty-five

under the age of twenty-one, not a few of which number
were the subjects of thoughtfulness prior to the disturbances of
1832. Thank God-for sabbath schools! in which many of these
young converts received their first religious impressions. The
Sunday school on the Buy is becoming growingly inﬁemﬁng every
weck. The attendance is very encouraging, varying from pe to
seven hundred ; nearly a thousead are connected with the i
but there are many who cannot attend regularly, as y are
crgployed on the estates as cattle boys, &c., and are therefore
pelled fo attend to their duties in turn., Considerable progress has
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been made by man) in reading ; and jt is delightful to witness their
neat and cleanly appesran® on the Lord’s day. They come from
the different estates walking two and two, and return home in the
same order, with an adult person attending them; ahd often has
my heart rejoiced, returning from some country station, as I have
met these little companies of chebrful chilien. Mr. Andrews is
indefatigable in his exertions for their improvemenit, and is much
beloved by them.

“The change which has been gradually taking place in the town
18 truly wonderful. When 1 arnved, thirteen years ago, Sunday
was market-day ; all was noise, business, and confusion—there was
nothing to renund you that it was the sabbath. Now,sas the hour
of service approaches, the people may be seen fiocking %o ther
respective places of worship; and, durng the hours of service,
scarcely a person 18 found walking the streets. Thé change 1
almost imcredible, It is ¢the Lord’s downg, and marvellous m opr
eyes. 9

Sogn after the date of this letter, it was Mr. Bur-
chell’s happiness to form a personal acquaintance with
Messrs. Sturge and Harvey, who were on a philan-
thropic tour through Jamaica ; familiarizing themselves,
by personal investigation, with the working of the
apprenticeship system. They arrived at Montego Bay,
on the 2nd of March. The next day was spent on a
visit to the romantic neighbourhood of Salter’s Hill.
On the 4th, they inspected the day school st the Bay,
where they found “about one hpndrod and fifiy
children present of all ages. They were insvery good
discipline ; and their progress, during the short time,
satlsfantory 7#  Jhe travellers remained with. the
missionary over the Lord's day, at the closc of which
they made the following record in their diary.

“The services of the sabbafh at this station are at
present conducted in a large dwolling house, from
which most of the interior walls and partitions have

* The Weet Indtes in 1837, by Joseph Strge and Thomas Harvey, p. 225,
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been removed. According to the wSual custom in
Jampica, a prayer-mecting was keld early in the
morning. Throe of the negroes took part in it, one of
whom was an old African ; their expressions were often
beautiful and eloqueni. We afferwards visited the
Sunday schools, in which there were five hundred and
fourteen children assembled.' The estensive diffusion
of religious instruction and education, by such an
apparently limited agency, is rcmarkable at all the
stations of the baptists which we have visited. The
mornirg service commenced at ten, and was attended
by at least threc thousand persons, many of whom
came frora great distances. In the cvening we came
,to Mount Carey, a mountain station of the baptist
missionaries of Montego Bay. There is also a flourish-
ing school here, attended on the sabbath by five or six
hundred children, and on other days by abou. onc
“hundred. On our way, the scenes of many of the
principal events of the Iate rcbellion were pointed ont
to us.”
fn a recent communication {o the biographer, Mr.
Sturge makes the following additional statements, in
reference to this visit :— It may be as well to obscrve,
thai, up to the time that thc missionaries condemned
the institution of slavery, they (and cspecially those of
their number wko were altogether silent as to the
cruelties fonnccted with it,) were not only not perse-
cuted, but werc treated with kindness and hospitality
by the planters. It was, as it sHll is, I beliexb,
goncrally their practice when travelling to wear bick
clothes, so thut theywwere recognized on the road ; and,
if any infliction of punishment on the slaves was g
forward, it was suspended while they were in sight.
o proof of this, a missionary once told me, that
though ke hdd lived in Jamaica many years prior to the
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abolitivn of slawery, yet he had never but once secn a
slave flogged. He was then riding on horseback, at
rather a quick pace, and came in sight of some men
flogging a woman; he heard one of them say, ‘ The
parson is coming ' and thgy, immedigtely desisted.

“In a conversation which 1 had with thy brother,
when we were riding out alone to one of his stations,
he mentioned to me the following circumsiance, which
serves to illustrate the difficulties with which the
missionaries had to contend in the early payt of their
labours—how few, except those who were irfvolved in
the guilt of {he system, were permitied to see its
atrocities-—and how incredulous, cven religions people
were, of the truth of the facts stated by those who had
witnessed them, Thomas Burchcll had been recom-’
mended, for the preservation of his health, to wear the
usuab tropical dress when riding out; and acting upon
this advice, he was supposed 1o be a planter or an
overseer as he passcd along the road, and thus had an
opportunity of sceing and hearing more of the punish-
ments inflicted upon the slaves, than probably any
missionary before him. These punishments were of
such a character, that he in vain endeavoured to
convince one of his brother missionuries, who resided at
Kingston, of the truth of his statements and gave up
the attempt. 'This missionary, howyever, camec some
time afterwards to visit him for the rccosery of his
health ; and T. Burchell, without making any reference
to the subject of his former letters, togk him rides early
in the morning, where he could see and hear for him-
self. 1n two or three days his‘fr‘rnd told him that he
wished to return home ; and, on being asked why, he
#aid, that he could not bear adrepetition of what he had
witnessed, which, had he not seen it himself, he could
not have believed.”
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i
By the course of evgnts, our attention is again
diverted from scenes of suffering, to be attracted by
such on which memory delights to linger, and which
gratify the best feclings of the heart. The following
letter to Mr. Dyer,is the medium of information.

“ Montego Bay, April 24, 1887,

1 had purposed, in this letter, to forward you an account of the
country stations for the last year; but the services connecied with
the opening of our unfinished chapel at Montego Bay, on Sunday,
the 26th of March, were such that I am anxious to send you some
account of them. I believe that the history of Jamaica cannot
furnish u parallel to the scene then witnessed ; and it certainly was
unanticipated. The people had been so much discouraged by the
lengthened deluy which had occurred, that 1 feared very little
jnterest would be felt as a conscyuence, and especially as the
building was still incomplete.

“The gallery was but partially floored, the front was finished only
in part, no pews were yet erected, and the henches were all tempo-
rary. The ground floor was also without pews; but we brought the
benches from the old chapel, and borrowed as,many more as we
could. The scaffolding of the celing was taken down on Friday
and Saturday ; and, ip order to be at all ready, the tradesmen
worked during the week until ten and eleven o’clock at night, and
some of them the whole night through. When I inform you that
I paid wages for that week only, (including carpenters, masons,
labourers, and cartmen,) to the amount of more than £100
currency, you may conclude that all was activity.

¢“] was thoroughly fatigued before Sunday arrived. At six
Qclock in the moming; however, I commenced the prayor-meeting ;
the chapel was thronged, and very many weze obliged to remain
outside of the spacious building; full five thousand persons were
present ut this service. The children of the sabbath schools
connected with the church, occupied the galleries according to
provious asrangement ; abput two thotsand were thus accommo-
dated, the rest could not oftain admittance. They presented a
moat intdresting appoarance, as, they stood up to be addressed by,
Mr. Qughfon. At the close, a collection was made by the children}
alond, . .

«'Soon after pight o'clock the people began again to 1
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many, however, had not left the chapel since the morning meeting,
for fear of lomng their place; and at nine, such was the throng
assembled, that I was sent for to make some arrangement for those
who were unable to wedge themselves within the walls, to prevent
their disappointment, and any consequent confusion. After speak-
ing to them for a few mihutes, t¢ gonvince them of the impropriety
of attempting to force another person in, I promised them that 1t
they would leave and go to the old chapel, either myself or some
other missionary would come and address them ; and if they wonld
take their children to the school premiscs, I would afterwards give
them an address also. With many kindly expressions of thanks,
they at once retired, and the greatest order was maintgined during
the whole of the day. I have not heard of a single circumstance to
awaken regret.

“At length ten o’clock arrived. Mr. Abbott ofi St. Ann’s
preached. His sermon gave great satfefaction to all assembled—to
strangers and friends ahke. Having no missionary hrother to afford
assistance but Mr. Oughton, 1 was obhiged to conduct the service
at the old chapel, where T had a congregation of at least three
thousimd, notwithstanding there were three thousand six hundred
and thirty persons covnied within the walls of the new chapel, and
about two thousand outside. In the mndst of my sermon, a message
was sent from the school, requestmg me to visit the ¢hildren at once.
I therefore concluded the service 1n which I was engaged, with a
request that the congregation would not disperse till the close of
worship in the new place, a9 it would otherwme cause confusion
and I have reassn to believe that not so many as ten persons loft
their places, although xpout of thom were standing. On my arrival
at the school. premises, to my uaslonishment I found collected there
full two thousand five hundred children, hesides adults, The
school house was thronged hy as many of the girls as were able to
get in; the rest, ns well as all the boys, assembled in the yard, and
fistened with pleasing attention and interest while I addressed them.
Several of the childsen who could not get injo the chapel at the
earlier service, now came forward of their own accord, and brought
the money they intended to have then ‘g\vn ¢o the collection.

“At half-past two, the ordinance of the Lord’s supper was
administercd to above two thousand pommunicants; a few membors
from the churches st Salter’s 1lill and Gurney's Mount umted with
us in the feast of leve on this most interesting occasion, Dumg
the service Mr, Knlbb arrived from Falmouth, and My. Dendy from

Po
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Bethtephil. In the evening, at half-past six geclock, the furmer
preached to a large congregation, (the galleries on this occeasion
heing appropriated for the accommodation of strungers,) from
1ggiah ix. 6, ® The govermnent shall he upon his shoulders;” and
thus {erminated the services of one of the most interesting days ever
known in this island. In the mopniug tRerc wust have been at
Jeast cleven thousand persons present ; and when it is remembered
that this was the first of our stativns formed in this part, and
commenced only thirtcen ycam ugo, we have cause indeed to renew
the exclamation, ¢ What has God wrought I* Surely ¢ the Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we * have reason to be * glad 3’ and
I trust we ¢ gre glad !’

'The pecuniary offorts of the people were noble. TIn addition to
their subscriptivns towards liquidating the debt, the public col-
lections were £130 currency. The children® public contribution
was £20 cwrency, in additioh to £60 which they collected among
dhemselves at honie, by saving all their little means for some months
previously, and that without my hnowlodge—it was their own
voluntury act.”

To complete the account of 1his cxtraordinary
occasion, we may add the following exiract from

a subsequent letter 1o the same party.

“ Mount Corey, May 2nd, 1837.

¢« Last weck 1 furnished you with a description of the opening of
out new and unfinished chapel, at Montego Bay. The amount then
raised was about £1,000 currency in the whole. 1t is bat right for
me to state, however, that this is the {ruit of many months’ exertion.
About a yoar and a hulf ago, 1 distributed boxes among the people
on every plantation, and urged them fo put somcthing into them
weekly or monthly, uecording to their ability ; by which means they
would be able to afford considerablo eid, wighout much personal
inconvenience: and the above is the result. ‘For this I am truly
thankful to God. But, {tlll! I feel the truth of the sentiment,
that “riches may take to* themsclves wings; for all is flowns,
During the five months thut the work of the chapel has beent
devolved on me, 1 have paid for workmen’s wages alone 41,000, to
say nothing of materials ; and I ghall not, even at this rate, be able
1o finish the Guilding before the first of August, when L puipose
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having u final opeming service. JIn this way 1 hope to raise a little
more, after which I must commence clearing off the debt.”

Such was the consummation, which a gracious
Providence vouchsafod to tho long and fondly cherished
hopes of the devoted missionary; filling his cup with
mercy, and his heart with praise.
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CHAPTER. XIIIL

NATIVE, AGENCY — MR. COULTART — RELEASE OF APPRENTICES —
ANNIVERSARY OF MONTEGO BAY (HAPEL—THE APPRENTICESHIP
SYSTEM—FIRST OF AUGUST.

As the pressure on the funds of the society increased,
resulting from the extended operations of the mission-
aries, the subject of nativc agency was agitated in the
committee room. And it must ever be regarded as a
question of great interest and importance ; not only on
account of its involving a less demand on the pecwaiary
resourcer of the Christian “church at home, but
especially its bearing on the wide diffusion and
permanent establishment of the reign of truth in the
world. Reasoning from what had been already done in
the East Indies, in the employment of converts, the com.-
mittee, without taking into full consideration the differ-
ence which existed in the mental development of the
partially educated Hindoos and the utterly untutored
descendants of Haun, pressed on their agents in Jamaica
the adoptidn of a similar policy. In fact it had not been
overlogked by them, as it was scarcely likely it would
have been, in theér zeal for the promotion of missionary
enterprise ; not only had they cherished the hope that
some day they might h> able to avail themselves of it,
but had actually made some few experiments in &' quiet
way. Hitherto, however, failure had only added &
item to their sources of anxiety. When, thi , the
subject was formally brought under the notice of Mr.
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Burchell, by the secretary at Fen Court, in the latter
part of the ycar 1836, he thus gave expression to his
views.

“Tt is not to the men, but to thon' present want of fitness, that I
feel compelled to object. So fir as the free coloured people are
concerned, in consequence of $heir very defective and partial edu-
cation, they were till lately decmed ineligible to the office of clerks
or book-keepers. With respect to the slaves, they could be in-
structed only by stealth, or in the Sunduy school. Their acquire-
ments, therefore, are very, very meagre indecd, Ygt, this is no
reflection upon them, but rather upon that accursed system under
which they have so long lahoured and suffered. The picty of our
members, as a body, is unquestionable ; and in not a few instances
1t is emment. But is piety the onlysnceded qualification for the
ministerial office? Or will piety combined with ability to read the,
scripturcs soffice? 1f so, it 13 surely a severe reflection on the
churches of Christ in England, that there 1 a village or hamlet
destityle of the,means of grace in rich abundance; while there
are thousands of their membegy, who, m such case, might be sent ag
ministers of evangelical mercy and truth to them. But if it would
be wrong on your side of the Aglantic to employ men who might
mislead the people, ¢ durkening counsel by words without know-
ledge ;> how much more so on this, where, till of late, the people have
been sunk in the lowest depths of ignorance, to say nothing of
supetstition ; and even, as yot, are little able to guard themselves
from impusition. This is not the age of miracles ; and it is scarcely
reasonable to expect that the negro churches can grow from infancy
to manhood in a day.”

If this subject appeared, to Mr. Burchell} to be one
of great practical difficulty, he did not abandon it to
forgetfulness : it®continucd to have e place “in the
maultitnde of his thoughts within him;” and in corres-
pondence with the same officiale 88me six months after-
wards, he again refers to it.—' Instead of sending ount
the natives at once, as preacl:ers and pastors, allow me
to suggest, as the result of anxious reflection when
travelling from station to station, (for thet is chiefly
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my time of study,) the formation of a ¢ Jamaica Domes-
tic Mission.”” Ho then proceeds to develop his plan;
the further notice of which is now rendered unncces-
sary, by the cxperiment which is being made through *
the medium of the Theologjcal Institution at Calubar.

In July of the year 1836, Mr. Coultart, the senior
baptist missionary on the islanid, was removed from the
scenc of lubour and persecution to that of his reward.
How scnsitively Mr. Burchell felt the loss he had
sustained, in common with others, was evinced in a
letter he addressed to Mrs. Coultart long subsequently
to her bereavement.

¢ Mount Carcy, May 2, 1837.

About a fortnight since 1 forwarded, agreeable to your request, o
parcel of letters from Mr, Coultart to myself, addressed to the care
of Mr. Gmdner. 1 may have more at the Bay ; should I fixd any
there, T will forward them to Englgnd for you. 1 sincerely trust
you will have a pleasant voyage homae.  On your arrival there, you
will ind many friends who will vleeply and tenderly sympathize
with you, In Jamawa, you will leave many who will chensh an
affectivnate remembrance of yourself; and a few who mmust feel,
durmg the remainder of their pilgrimage here, the stroke that sends
you hence. His absence we deeply felt at our last association,
and some of us who were favoured with hus friendly correspondence,
will ofton have to mourn the lvss of his sugacious counsel, and of
those sacred and generous communications by which he cheered us
when downeast, and quickened us when torpid.

“ My deaf frind, 1 do assure you that 1 fvel the loss of this
departed servant of God; yea, | deeply feel his loss—-no, not Ais,
but our losws. Tle wns u man of sterling chgracter, distinguished
alihe by devout seriousness, hallowed checrfulnoss, and heavenly
mindedness.  Oh that our Heavenly Father may make up our loss,
by imparting to those of us"iho are left ¢a double po i of his

spirit 17 Well, there is one ﬁs less to bind us to one
additional attraction to attach us to heaven. May we ed
for vur change! and ultimately meet in heaven, th join in

praising the ¢ Lumb that was sluin,’—an employ thidtwas dear to
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our friend while e lived, and is 1 trust dear to ns who survive,
Yes, I can suy,

¢ Jesus, I Jove thy charming name !
'Tis nusic Lo minc ear !’

% But oh! the brick,sand wjoytar, aud lumber, and pecuniury
emborrassments, with which we are beset. I heartily thank God
for that suceess which occasioms these difficulties; but, if there be
one who needs the prayers of Christians more than others, it is the
nnssionary. And the pour missiongnies in Jumuica are’in special
need of the prayers of the church of Christ. Many, I fear, think
that we are quietly sailing hefore the wind, or basking,in the sun-
shine ; hut, alas ! they little know our trinls. We" arg almust
strangers to the sohitude of the prvate Christian, or the retirement
of the minister of the gospel. We have to study as we journey ;
to pray as we labour ; und to steal, wlan we can, u few minutes for
seclusion 3 and then, the commumon of such momentary retire-,
ment is disturhed by pecuniary anxicties.—DBut I must abruptly
conclude.”

In the early part of the present year Mr. Burchell
commoenced a school in & hjred house at Bethel Hill,
in the inferior of Ilanovct; and, on announcing the
fact, reports the atiendance of fifty children—a number
whirh could be rcadily doubled, if a more suitable
bulding could be obtained. 1n July he further re.
ports :—*1I have purchased sixteen acres of land, so
as to have the children employed for two or three
hours per diem in the cultivation of the soil, and thus
trained 1o habits of pradial industry, which is cvon-
sidered a matter of great importance in connection
with these integjor schools. The lgnd is paid for,
(£150 curtency.) On the premises I have built a
small house, to serve as a tergpgrary residence for a
teacher ; and, ultimately, a8 a dormitory for the chil-
aren in the rainy scason. ¢This has cost me £170
additional. T Lope to offect the establishment of a
school at Shortwood in September.”
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In the midst of the busy avocatiopsrof this period,
he was subjected to fresh trial in the removal of his
coadjutor. In consequence of prolonged delay, on the
part of the committee, to send out a missionary to
Luéea, he concurred with his brethren in that part of
the island in asking Mr. Oughton to remove thither.
This was an act of great disinterestedness in Mr. Bur-
chell, as it entailed a serious loss on the interests of
the stations under his superintendence, and the burden
of caring alone for churches and congregations which
numbered at least ecight thousand souls. Besides
which, in consequence of having been partially re-
lieved at the Day by the services of his colleague, he
had been led to commence a chapel at Shortwood,
‘measuring seventy fect by fifty, in addition to the
school, thus augmenting his pecuniary responsibilities.
That he should nrgently plead with the committee for
assistance became, therefore, a matter of necessity :—
«“T must bescech you not to permit any delay. My
character depends on your promptitude, and if my
character, I may add my life. I have laboured hard;
suffer me not now to sink into disgrace from any
appearances of dishonesty. I ‘counted the cost’
before I began to build at Shortwood, and made cor-
responding arrangements; but I did not count on this
loss of services and co-operation.”” With such varied
and seriods obligations, and sacrifices of all kinds, we
can feel no surprise at the terms of his answer to M.
Dyer, who, with,much simplicity, ha¢ asked him, (on
his soliciting a'loan of £500,) how it was that he was
labouring under pec.njary difficulties? <«I will tell
you,” Be says: ¢it has not arisen, my dear sir, from
any extravagance of perbonal habits; for I have not
been able to purchase a suit of clothes.for the last twa
years, nor ig there any prospect of my being able to do
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so for the nexis’ His mind, in fact, was so harassed
at this time, that he felt obliged to forego the appoint-
ment assigned him by his brethren, bf preaching at
the association which was to be held at Spanish
Town.

Temporal anxieties were, however, mitigated by the
solace arising from spiritual progress in his several
stations. While multitudes of the negro peasantry
were {ortured by the cat, worked in chains, or shut up
in the loathsome cell, some of them entered into * the
glorious liberty of the children of God,” and others
reaped the advantages of extending education. Of
this, gratifying information is furnished in a:letter to
his friend and fellow student, Rev. T. Swan, of Bir-.
mingham :—

& Montego Bay, Ocloher 3, 1837,

* 1 am happy to inform you that the work of God is going on
prosperously.  Yesterday, or rather, on Sunday last, I baptized
twenty-four persons at Shortwood ; and 1 expect to baptize about
sixty next Lord’s day at this place, My congregation here con-
tinues to increase; so that, nutwithstandmg the sive of our chapel,
there are often three, four, and cven five hundred persons com-
pelled to remain outside, after we have filled the aisles, vestry, &c.
At our week-evening services the Jower part of the chapel is filled,
1t is delightful to witness the attendance, At Shortwood, where I
am building a school-room and chapel, the congregation is usually
from twelve to fifteen hundred. At Bethel Hill the aftendance is
increasingly large; hundreds are unable to get within the walls of
our place of worship.

%My day-schools mre all flonrishing. The gnnual expenses of
them average about one guinca sterling per scholar. These fall
upen me, as you are aware : and 1 cangassure you that I huve
many & sleepless night on their account, There ure other truly
interesting openings for schools, and urgent entreaties for their -
establishment ; but I am, afraid to add to my respansibilities,
Hitherto, however, God has raised up friends for me; and 1
therefore ericoraged to hope, At the Bay school We have already
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trained up {wo teachers, onc of whom is with My: Knibb at Refoge,
and the other is actively nnd snccessfully employed in this parish.
We have at present four more in a course of training—one white,
two coloured, and one black., Mr. Andrews is admirably adapted
for cither departnent of labour—~the conducting of a school, or
the training of tvachers.” . b

Further particulars, on kihdred topies, are derived
from a letter to Mrs. Kitson, of Brixton Hill, who,
in common with many other ladies, had evinced a
generous Jinterest in the educational measurcs of the
missionary.

 Montego Bay, November 14, 1837.

“The recollection of the pleasant hours I enjoyed, when in
* England, with your happy family, often attoids me much gratifi-

cation 3 and, although' I have written you only one letter since, he
asgured that this has not atisen from forgetfulness, but rather from
labour and cwbarrasment,  This you will 1eadily believe Svhen L
tell you, that, in the cause of the mission and schools,—that is, in
buildings and purchases, cxclusive of current expenses,—1 bave
spent ahove £20,000 currcucey ; having advanced all T have, and
heing now in debt more than £3,000 currency, for which 1 alone
wm personally responsibie,

“ The cause in this towa is going forward in {he most encou-
raging apd prosperous manner.  The sabbath day’s attendance is
oxtraordinary. At the ordinance of the Lord's supper we have
gonerally at least two hundred communicants more than cun be
accommodated n the area of the chapel, spaeious as it is, and who
ure tlwreforx. obliged to take their scats in the gallery. At our ten
vclock service there are hundreds unable to get within the waila.
11 is delightful to witness the congregation ; hut the excitement is
ro groat that it is destroying me.  The place €s indeed too lurge——
it is hilling—and very, very few can over stand the work. Ofien I
am quite unable to atiemyt the cvening senvice. In the building of
the chapel T have begn nona y distressed, the contractors having left
me to finish the most dificult, part of the masons’ and carpenters’
work. I Jost nemly £2,000 currency hy the contractors; and £100
in Jaw expenses, which however saved me a firther loss of £700.

.+ “We are at’ present making un cffort to pay off £500 of the
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debt by the close Uf the year. Last Sunday weck T proposed the
design to the church. My appeal consisted of a ool statement of
facts. 1 then requested them, if disposed to make the effort, to
signify it by holding up the right hund ; the scene which followed
was truly extraordinary. All, all above and below, instantaneously
stood 1y, holding up hoth hund#;*and, in not a fow instances, they
burst into tears and sobbed aloud. Some said, ¢ Massa, we will
try ;'—¢ Massa, i iyon trouble’;-- ¢ Massa, no you for we friend ?
and we leave 1hassu in trouble ! no, mussa, keep good heart  &c.,
&ec, It is now only ten day« since, and T have already receivod
nearly one third of the sum ; und several who have given have
promised additional contributions in case of deficiency. We are
doing what we canj; but £3,000 is no smnall wum for so* poor a
people, I, however, we can destroy the nccursed systemn of ap-
prenticeship on the 1st of August next, 1 verily believe that on
that day 1 could pay oiff the last fartln'ng. The people kuow that
we are their friends, and in snch case will do their very hest, *
“Tt u few words ahout schools. Of these 1 have several in
active operation, and 10 a very Hourishing state: viz,, Montego Bay,
(British and infant,) Mount Carey, (British and infant,) Bethel
Hill and Sbortwood, (Dritish.) Applications are made to me, of
the most urgent nature, to conmence two others, and I must try;
yet, low to support them, T hnow not. A fortnight ago 1 com-
menced o duy school at Montpelier, the property of Lord Seaford ;
tifty-six children are already entered.  The cxpenge to me will be
£50 per annum, making a total of £800 per anuum currency, the
whoie of which 1 have to raise as 1 hest may. You will readily
supposo, thorefore, that 1 am most grateful for your donation ; und
for any and every assistance which the friends of cducation may
render. 1 give all T have yearly; and my expenses are now
encronching too niuch on the priveipal.  Still, the prergnt moment
is so important that, if personal ruin were the inevitable consequence,

1 couid not withhold.”
»

From the atrocities perperated under cover of Mr.
Stanley's semi-slave law, Mr. Byrehell, as well as other
missionarics, urged on his members the desirableness
of their acting a gencrous pirt, and setting a worthy
cxample, by foregoing any further claim on their a
prentices. Many a heart was thus madd glad, long
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before the period fixed on by the impérial parliament
had arrived. Writing under date of October 31, 1837,
he communicates the following gratifying intelligence
to Mr. Dycr:—“Miss Reid is one of our members
who, with the rest, gave ker apprentices freedom. I
believe I have at present no apprentice-holder in the.
church. More than forty were made frce on the lst
of August last, at my request. I have made no noise
on the subject; but I believe it has been my happiness
to obtain, in a quiet way, the freedom of a greater num-
ber than have been liberated in any of the churches.”
His friend, Mr. Knibb, had pursued a similar course
among his people, and with equal success, though at a
fearful cost. The desiroyer of our race had left him
but one son, a noble boy of twelve years of age,
intelligent, pious, and enthusiasticully interesied in the
negroes' welfaro. No sooner was the manumission of
the apprentices in his father’s church determined, « than,
the heart of William lcape® for joy; and, hastily
bounding away, he sketched a British ship in full sail,
with the word *Lberty’ on her flag, chasing two
slavers, who were in the act of striking their colours.
On the pendant was%ritten, * Slavery must fall’ The
excitement brought on a fever in the night, in the
delirium of which, his rambling words showed a mind
filled with ideas of negro emancipation, and the
triumphs bf humanity, law, and rcligion. He died,
and was buried amidst the lamentations of many a
mourner; fulfiling the language ofeJob, which Mr.
Burchell adopted as the text of his funeral discourse,
« He cometh forth lie . flower, and is cut down.’” #
Some months after this, Mr. Burchell was summoned
to Kingston, to discharge the last sad offices of the
ministry for his friend and fellow prisoner, Mr.

* Oo%'s History of the Baptist Mission, vol. il p. 241.
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Gardner; whos*in the inscrutable providence of God,
was removed in the very flower of his age from an
extensive sphere of labour and of usefulness. As he
sank into doath, he requested that Mr. Burchell would
underiake the arrangemens of his temporal affairs, and
also preach his funeral sermon. The latter duty was
discharged with much tenderness of fecling, in the
midst of an immense congregation who had assembled
to express their respect for the character and memory
of the dotcased. N

A little prior to this visit to Kingston, the first anni-
versary of the opening of Montego Bay chapel was
celebrated. On this occasion, jhe children belonging
to the day, evening, infant, and sabbath schools, at the,
several stationy, werd convened on the Saturday at
Montego Bay. Having been marshalled in different
parts of the town, they began, atl ten o'clock, to move
in processional order tvo the chapel. Having taken
their seats, some prefatéry scrvices were conducted
by Mr. Andrews and others of the teachers; after
which Mr. Burchell addressed the schools separately,
(the pupils standing while he spoke,) with encouraging
and appropnute remarks upon thefy conduct, progress,
&e. ; announcing a total ot threc thousand two hundred
and ninety, who were receiving moral and religious in-
struction in them. After the children had sung another
hymn, the pastor “delivered a comprehetisive and
solemn address to the children and their parents, from
¢ Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come
unto me; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’
(Matthew xix. 14.) The principles and doctrines of
pious parental guardianship were explained and en-
forced in their different bearilgs and connections, in
such a manncr, that while the admonitions roused the
imagination and warmed the affections, they were of a
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description to carry conviction to the Heart; and, it is
hoped, will never be effaced from the memory of those
who hcard and were affected by them.”* At the con-
clasion of the service, the different schools retuined to
the places where they had previously assembled; and
cach child was presented with a book or some other
token of reward, by the respeetive teachers.

On the following day, at ten o'clock, prodigious
multitudcs assembled for wor-Lip, when Mr. Buichell
preached drom Zechaiah vi. 12, 13, Before commene-
ing his discourse, however, he alluded at some length
to rumours which had gonc abroad, calculated to dis-
turh the peace and qui tnesy of society; to the cffect,
that the apprenticeship of the praxdinl, as well as of
the non-predial class was 1o lerminate on the lst
of August ensuing. Having cxplained the provisions
of the law, and enjoined Chiistian-like submissibn, he
requested them to be on their guard against persons
who designed to bring evil pnf the apprentices by means
of falsc statemeuts, and to report them to the special |
magistrates. Having thus cndeavowed to proteet them
against such who would gladly have 1enewed the scence
of 1832-3, he addbsscd himself o the more imme-
diate services of his ministry; under which the con-
gregated thousands reccived spiritual refreshment and
edification. It was one ot those “1times of refteshing ™
with which the great Head of the church was pleased
so frequently to bless the (‘hristian negro communities,
during their period of suffering vassalage, and to solace
them amidst their accumulated sorrows.

The apprenticesh¥pescheme, (a choice specimen of
that legislative bungling for which the whig ministrics
of the last thirty years have been so renowned,) had
npw been in operation for nearly four years, and had

" * Falmouth Post of April 25th, 1838,
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justified the forébodings of the moodiest friends of the
negro. Based on low views of political expediency,
as though truth and justice were the only things nét to
be trusted in this world, and of no account in the next,
the claims of humanity were sacrificed at the shrines
of class interests and party power; and a foundation
laid for years of malignant and torturing tyranny on
the one hand, and on the other of most appalling and
exasperating sufferings, It required not the gift of
prophecy to foretell what would be the resplts, when'
the victims of cupidity were still left in the hahds of
the spoiler for a brief term of years, at the expiration
of which the hateful usurpation was to pass’away for
ever. Inspiration had long since recorded on its pages
a monitory sentence :— Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth, and of the sca! for the devil is come down untd
you, Having great wrath, becanse he knoweth that he
hath but a short time.” (Revelation xii-12.) *

Faets, equally multipliéd,in number and frightful in
detail, soon convinced the missionaries that, in the
establishment of the apprenticeship system, “slavery
did not find a grave but a shelter.” Of this, the most
abuudant evidence is furnished b?r' Mzr. Burchell's cor-
respondence, as will appear from the following extracts,
of various dates : —

-

TO ME. DYER.
“ Mount Caveyy August 22nd, 1836,

“T hope soon to white you respectthg our néaro apprenticeship.
Such is the system of annoyance and oppression now going on, that
my firm.conviction is, if it be ot termdna®pd in 1838, there will be
u genersl inswrection. I do trust that British Christians will exert
themselves, and save the people. They cannot bear it. It is now
Lecoming as bad.as, and even more harassing than, slavery itmelfn
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 Montego Bay,"Auguﬁ' 30, 1836,

. ** Agrecably to my recent promise, 1 will now give a few state-
ments on the apprenticeship system. Thie I am the more wishful
to do, beeause 1 have heen led to suppose, from the reported pro -
ceedings of your annual meeting, thut you and the committee have
receised a very erroneous impression respeeting it.  Probably you,
missionaries have misled you.s We have been disposed to hope the
best. At first, I was willing to think there was reason for so doing,
Of late, however, | have “hoped against hope.’ I am now driven
to the conclusion, that it is an accursed system; so defective or so
vitious in i4 arrangements, as to allow of the grossest injustice and
oppresa'lnn. And the oppressions going on are gross, harassing, and
mnumerable ; and, 1 fear, increasing. Lot me specify a few of
them. .

“1. The disallowance, on many properties, of the usual supplics
" of herring, &c.

o “2. The refusal of medical aid to the children.

3, Depriving the mothers of the time necessary for attending
to their helpless infants. *

%4, Scnding the mothers to the trendwheel and workhouse, for
heing absent a quarter of an hour, half an hour, or an hour, after
the appointed time, for terms varying from iwo to six days, which
are to be repaid to the estate out of their own time ufter they are
liberated ; though their ehsence is occasioned simply by & discharge
of those duties required of them hy their offspring,

% 5. Compelling the apprentices to work eight hours per diem for
five duys, instead of nine hours for four duys and & half; thus
frittering their time away, o as to lose the whole of Friday from
their own provision grounds. Desides which, while it is nominally
spoken of ad ¢1he cight hours system,’ the apprentices are, 1 believe,
worked nine and even ten hours per diem on most properties.

%6, The stipendiary m‘gishnm being, too generally, the bhoon
companions of the'planters dr agents, the apprentices have little
chance of justice. Hence they complain that, in nine instances out
of ten, they are preventéd gaying one word in self-defence, their
case being in fact decided by the stipendiary and planter before the
public mock-trial takes place, This is & very general theme of
complaint. There are, indeed, some few magistrates whose adju-
dicutions are eyer of the most upright and Honourable kind, but
they are consequently subjected to every kind of annoyance, There
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are others who areswell disposed, but have not the moral courage to
face the ribald opposition of the colonists. There are many more
who, deliberately abusing their power, act the part of voluntary and
self-elected slave-drivers, doing with equal promptitude and zest the
bidding of the planters.

%7, Punishing the upprentives by loss of their own days. This
is alike cruel and oppressive, and is rapidly on the increasce. In
some instances the overseer will not dare to say, ‘the people lose
time,” but that ¢ they do not get through a sufliciency of work ;' thix
is arhitrary enough, but for this the accused are doomed to work
from two to six, yea and even more, days out of their own time, by
way of payment to the estate. Again, one of the gunggimay neglect
their time or work, for which the whole of the estate’s pebple are
tined their own time as above. Again, a few are absent or indolent,
for which the whole are made to suffer. This is parficularly the
case in crop time, which is the more Sppressive as it is the season
for the apprentices to plant their provisions ; consequently they and®
their families are deprived of sustenance the next year.

«This apprenticeship system, then, must if possible he brought to
, o ternfination in 1838, when the rfon-predials are made frec;

otherwise insurrection, with all its fearful concomitants, will follo)w.“’

TO REV. 3. SWAN.
“ Montego Bay, July 12, 1837.

“The visit of Messrs. Sturge and Harvey was most gratifying to
us; the only ground of regret was the shortness of their stay. I
have no doubt but their tour will be of great importance to the
cause of positive freedom, The apprenticeship system is plausible,
when superficially observed ; but it is found to be little less than
infemnﬁnen thoroughly known. The more perfectly I hecome
acquainted with it, the more intensely do I detest a.d abhw it.
Kvery week’s additional cxperience and observation increuses my
detestation, To pay twenty millions st&rling for the mockery of
freedom—giving to the tyrant-oppressor six yedrs during which he
may harass his vietim—and telling the negro that he must endurc
six more years of cruelty and injustica, i order that he may learn
how to appreciate the freedom which is in store for him, i, ¢. if he
live long enough to possess it—thit, is monstrous indeed. 1 do
sincerely hope, that some determined effort will be made by British
Christians to terminate this anomalous and accugsed system én

1838.”
Q
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ot % Oetober 5.

¢ Since writing the above, I have scarcely been at home.  Our
¢ Western Union,” consisting of brethren Knibb, Abbott, Dendy,
Dexter, Clark, Hutchins, Oughton, and sclf, have met twice at
different plages; to consider and adopt such measures ag muy be in
our power, in order to assist in ’il:nstening the extinction of the
preseut system of semi-slavery. We have drawn up a petition, to
he presented to the house of assembly when they mect in the latter
part of this month; as also petitions to the houses of Lords and
Commons. These latter we shall forward to Mr. Sturge, requesting
him to cntryst their presentation to such persons as he may consider
most el.ig'ili“’

TO MR.STURGE.
¢ # Mount Carey, Oclober 2, 1837.

“T send you the copy of a petition we have prepared and signed,
to be presented to the house of assembly ; we have sent a copy to ’
our hrethren in i{ingston and Spanigh Town, urging them to adopt
the same, or to preparc another. Wc have also prepated and »
signed petitions to the Lords and Commons in England, and shall
feel truly obliged if you will commit them to the carc of some
cffective persons for presentution: .« « . I feel that it is of import-
ance to do everything that can be done, to bring the system to a '
termination in 1838 ; and 1 would fain hope, that the friends of
justice and humanity wili do their very utmost to urge the govern-
ment and parliament to adopt the measurcs which may be necessary
to this end. Should they not do so, I shall dread the con-
sequences. No pains will be spared by the old slave party to excite
the negroes to dissatisfaction and rebellion, They tried their ntmost
in this and meighbouring parishes last Junc. If they finally succeed,
devastation and slaughter must be the result. 1 have heard that
many have openly avowed their wish to get another shot at the
negroes; and some% in anticipation of successtin June, were engaged
for days in casting bullets. This is, indeed, a fearful state of things.

_ As though the slave i#idg and slavery had not destroyed human
heings enough, they must now be butchered by wholesale, and shot®
down for the amusement of ¢heir blood-thirsty tyrants on the very
threshold of the liberty purchascd for them at a cost of twenty
reillions sterling. Of course there would be o mercy forns. We
are doomed by colonial oppressors, the very first moment an oppor-
tunity is afforded ; but our trust is in God. .
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TO MEN. KITSON.
 Montego Bnyy November 14, 1837,

“The apprenticeship system is @ most anomalous and crucd one;
and bitter indeed is the lot ofy the poor apprentices, 1he case of
Williams, published by Mr. Stinge, iy more than proved by the
commissioners, hy whom maify other awful cases buve been brought
to light—cuses, wurse even than that of Williams, 1t will be
nothing less than murder, to wllow the system to continue. May
our God bless the efforts of British Christians !

“ Kitht of us, mirsioparies on tius side of the islang, addressed a
pititon to the honse of assenbly; but they hdve wlopled a
resolution not to consider the question 3 and, although ‘owr petition
was in the nands of a member, he was afraid to present it, 1t was
rather warm, but it was true ; and wb were on the spot to sustain
our statements.  We have also sent petitions to the {wo branches of
the British legislature, and hope they will bo prescnted ; they are
more moderate in their tone, beeause we cannot he in Xingland to
answer for them.”

It would have been unreasonable to expect, that the
faults of ycars would be® cradicated in a day, or the
tyrunny of passions be crushed in an hour., And the
course of cvents manifested how slow the task-master,
who bad brufalized limself by the oppressions he had
practised, was to appreciate the beauty of the sentiment,

s And carthly power doth then show Likest God's,

‘When mercey seasons justico.”
In proof of this, and of the truthfulness 8f Mr. Bur-
chell's representations, we cite the following passage
from Mr, Phillippo :—** During*the short period of two
years, pixly thousand apprentices received in  the
aggregate one quarter of a mill®n of lashes, and fifty
thousand other punishments Dy the tread-wheel, the
chain gang, and other meafs of legalized torture; so
that, instead of a diminution, there was a friglitful
addition to, the miseries of the negfe population,

Q2
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inducing a degree of discontent and cxasperation
among them never manifested under the previous-
system; and which, but for the influence of the
governor and the missionaries, and some of the special
magistrates; would in all prebability have broken out
into open and general rebellion.”*

The wide diffusion of the above and similar state-
ments, corroborated by the testimony of the governor,
and especially by the publication of Messrs. Sturge and
Harvey’s & West Indies in 1837,” roused the indigna-
tion of ihe British public, and goaded them into action.
At the head of this final movement, the former leaders
of the legions of philanthropy declined to place them-
selves, their sentiments in gencral being scarcely up to
the mark. The place of Mr. Buxion was nobly filled,
however, by Mr. Sturge; to whose indomitable deter- -
mination, not to yicld a jot in abatement to any
political party or to any plea of expediency, must be
attributed the ultimate realization of the claims of truth
and justice.

In the commencement of 1838, a meeting 8f anti-
slavery delegates was held in London, by whom
vigorous measures werc adopted, and who put forth the
most untiring cnergies. Within the short space of a
few months, numerous deputations, varying in number
from a hundred and forty to four hundred, assembled
from different parts of the three kingdoms. Downing
Street and Westminster Hall were again besieged ; and,
petitions, signed by upwards of one million of British
subjects, and backed by the virtuous portion of the
public press, imperativ.ly demanded the abolition of
the "apprenticeship scheme, on the ground of the
violation of the compact by the planters. Mr. Buxton,
who no longer had a seat in the House of Commons,

* Jamaica, its Past and Present Stefe, pp. 171, 172.
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withheld his coheurrence, doubting whether the design
on which the public heart was set could be carried.
“It scems just possible,” he wrote to one of hi:
roadjutors, * that the delegates may succced ; and if so,
T am sure we shall ‘both say, ¢ Thank God that other
people had more couragg, and more discernment than
ourselves!I'”  This was written on the 12th of March;
and, on the 23rd of the following May, he informs a
rorrespondent, with honourable frankness, *I must
writc a Jine to tell you that Sturge and that party,
whom we thought all in the wrong, are preved to be all
in the right. A resolution, for the immediate abolition
of the apprenticeship, was carried by a majority of three
last night. The intelligence was received with such &
shout by the guakers, (mnysclf among the number,)
that we strangers were all turned out for rioting! 1
am right pleased.”

Thus, *at length, the advocates of liberty and the
champions of the oppressed, reaped the glorious reward
of their scll-denying and philanthropic lInbours. On
the 1sf of August, cight hundred thousand African
bondmen were made fully and unconditionally free.
* An act of legislation, the most magnaninmous and »ub-
lime in the annals of the world, and which will be the
glory of England and the admiration of posterity, when
her proudest military and naval achicvements shall
have faded from the recollection of mankind;* an event
which occurred vt the most auspicious period of the
world™s history-®-at a time of the mest profound and
general peace ever enjoyed since Augustus Ceesar shut
the gates of Janus—when thee (fown of the mighticst
empire of the world had just been placed on the youth-
ful brow of VicToria, the beloved mistress of a free
people.® ’

Jamaica, ita Past and Present btate, pp. 174, 175,
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On tho eve of the day which ponferred real and
unfettercd liberty on the coloured peasantry of Ja-
maica, the {owns and missionary stations throughout
the island werc crowded with people specially interested
in the cvent; who, filling e different places of wor-
ship, remained in some instances nperforming different
acts of devotion until past midnight—until the actunal
dawn of the long-hoped-for day of triumph, which
they greeted with the most joyous acclaini. Others,
before and, after similar exercises, dispersed themselres!
in different directions, both in the town and country,
now singing with cxultant emotions the national anthem
or devotional hymns, and again making the welkin
ring with shouts of « Freedom's come !"—+ We're freg,
we're free ; our wives and our childien arc fiee!”

At length the sun of the Firs1 o7 Aveust rose
with cloudless splendour, and found Jamaica, in «ommon
with every other member of the Antilles, awake. Tens
of thousands of hearts throbbed with a pulse of ine-
pressible and jubilant rapture. The places of worshlp.
again thiown open, were thronged almost {o suffoca-
tion, The rissionary-pastors shared the people’s joy ;
and, in strains of kindling eloyuence, dwelt on the
glorious attributes of that pospel which provides for
the happinces of man both herc and hereafter; while
thanksgiving to God at the merey-seat, m‘mgled with
songs of praise, ascended up to heaven as incense from
every part of the beauteous and fragrant isle.

In the tiiumphs and scrvices of ‘this season M.
Burchell partlclpatcd with his brethren. The first ser-
vice commenced an Kotk bofore the sun set for the last
time én slavery, and was continued for an hour after.
Time progtessed ; the cvemng silently wore away { snd
at Jength the long-waited-for moment %arrived. While
the clock was stiiking the midnight hour, the most
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breathless intefest was evinced by the populace who
filled the streets, and who counted, cach for himself,
the successive strokes. At length the last vibrated on
the car, and emotion could be suppressed no longer.
The joy of new-bofn fregdom uttered its wild cry of
triumph; signal guns were fired; rockets rose with
meteor-like splendour into the sky; and the church
bell rung out the funeral knell of the colonial Moloch.
Having planted the tree of liberty in the square, in the
centre of the town, the negroes paruded the streels
with music, and proclaimed the advent of their jubilec.
At three o'clock, A.M., gathering thousands filled to
overflowing the spacious placg of worship, *and mace
its walls ocho to the thunders of their grateful praise,
At ten another scrvice commenced ; and in the evening
a magnificent transparency was exhibited in the front
of th® chapel.

The excitement, however, was moie than the pastor
could sustain ; and eic the, close of the day, he lay the
helpless vietim of fever on his bed.  But the erisis of
the people’s weal had come and gone. The victory of
justice over tyranny, and of merey over oppression, had
Leen achieved. The moan of suffering and the clank
of the chain had given place to the song of cxultation,
the timid bearing of the slave to the buoyant step of
the free; and the overjoyed missionary was ready to
exclain, * Lord! now lettest thou thy scrvaht depart in
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation!” As yet,
howerer, it wue not his Master'’s wijl that he should
thus retire. Hiy work was not yet donc; and, until it
was, no disease had power agatnst his life. Accord-
ingly, he was cnabled {o resume his wonted activities,
m the course of a few days, and was permitted for
soveral years longer, to witness * the pleasure of the
T.ord” in the advancing prosperity of théechurches:
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CHAPTER XIV.

CONDUCT OF THE KEGROES AND THEIR MASTERS— MRS. HUTCHINS—
ASSOCIATION—DEATII OF MR. ANDREWS—CRY OF PLANTERS—SIR

. LIONEL SMITN RETIRES— FIRE AT SAVANNA-LA-MAR—ILLNESS OP
MR, BURCHELL—VISITS KINGSTON— COLONIAL LAWS—MARRIAGE
ACT—TROUBLES— JUBILER. ¢

IT had becn arranged by Mr. Burchell to hold a
series of meetings during the remainder of the week;
his sudden and severe indisposition, however, frusttated
this plan. Although not sufficiently convalescent to
discharge the dutics of the epsuing sabbath, his anxicty
for the happy commencement of the new cra led him
to appear in public; and at the close of the services,
which had been conducted by a friend, he rose to
address the congregation, urging on them the duty of
peaceably resuming the labours to which they had been
accustomed, and, as far as practicable, on the same.
properties to which thcy had been formerly attached,
notwithstan'ding the absence of any definite agreement -
as to terms; for by so doing they would put it out of,
the power of any and every one te speak evil of
them. To this they cheerfully assented; and, on the
morrow, thousands tutned out to work, and continued
to labeur, unless prevented by the managers, until
arrangements were madd. Nothing, in fact, could '
exceed the promptitude and docility with which the
newly enfranefised peasantry, throughout the igland in
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general, returniéd to thelr industrial and local occupa-
tions ; showing the value of those religious principles
which the missionaries had inculeated on them,
together with their own readiness to forgive and forget
the injuries of the fast. o o

Happy would it have been for all parties, had their
masters reciprocated this spirit-  But, in the majority
of instances, the contrary was the case. Ilowever
reluctanily and ungracefully they had bowed to
the majesty of British laws, although .bribed to
obedience by their share of the twenty millionts, they
now rendered it apparent that they had yet to acquire
the simplest elements of justice and cqhity. Ae-
customed to think only of their own interests, without,
any reference to the rights and happiness of those
whom they tasked as brute beasts, they never dream,
muclt less appreciated the obligation, of *doing to
others as they would others should do to them.” To
this, there were not a few and most honourable
exceptions ; yet, to the dichonour of human nature, the
generous and the just constituted the cxception and
not the rule.  Of this, the missionarics soon had to
complain ; and, but for their vigilance, and the earnest-
ness with which they called on British philanthropists
jealously to guard and preserve what they had so nobly
won, the freedom of the negroes would bave been
little else than **a mockery, a delusion, and® a snare.”
Writing to Mr. Sturge, under date of October 2nd,
1838, Mr. Burchell indicates the tendency of colonial

policy.

“ You will romember that, prior to the 1st of August, a white
man who hired out a gang of upprestices to an estate, was paid at
the rate of one bhxllmg and sixpence sterling, per diem, for each
uble labourer. 'The apprentice reccived the same phen he worked
for the eglate on his own days, i. e, Friday and Baturday ; and

Qo
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when he was valued, for the purpose of purchasing the remaining
term of his apprenticeship, the planter stobed on osth that his
,services were worth at lcast that sum to the estate, and the ap-
prentice redeemed himself at that rate.  After the 1st of August,
however, the planteis declared that, whilst #he properties could well
afford  continusnce of lnvish and’ extravagant expenditure as to
management, it would he their cerfain min if the Juhdurer were
paid more than sevenpénce-halfpenuy sterling, per dicm, for the
first class hands, sixpence for the second class, and fourpence. haif-
penny for the third! And why ¢ I know of no other reason thau
that the money was hunceforward to go into the poeket of the
long-oppressedl negro, instcad of into that of the white oppresvor.
This scems to make all the difference.  The nbove rates of wages
were accordingly offcred ; but, as you may suppose, were rejected
with scorn ; the people fucling the grentest indignation st this hure-
Juced attempt to grind and kecp them down now they are free,
Great confusion and disorder emsucd : the labourers indignant at
the conduct of their masters; and the planters enraged against the
people for presuming to think and act for themuelves, As amatter
of course, the avenging fury of the colonists wus directed against
somnc hall-a-dosen baptist ministers, and as many more fricnds and
stipendiary magstrates; and I can*assme you that the Jamaica
press cqualled atself in its most malignant and vitupemtive days.
Tt is a source of gratification to our minds, amidst all, that, hawever
abused here, we have never forfeited om character or principles in
the estimation of the intelligent, the philanthiopie, or the Christian
public at home. I shall have to return to this subject upain, In
the meantime, I do most carnestly cntreat the friends of the negro
to continue ¢up and doing.’ ?

When Mr. Burchell, some few years before, pur-
chased the small property which he designated Mount
Carey, it was with the two-fold design of forming a
new station and 'of invigorating failing health by means
of the cooler and bracing atmosphere enjoyed in the
highér districts of the Ysland. IHence it bocame a not
infrcquent place of resqrt, on the part of invalided
friends. To some considerable eoxtent it might be
regatded as,the sanatorium of the ‘Western Union,
where a sick brother or sister was sure to find hospi-
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tality and sytmpathy; and sometimes, through the
divine blessing, recovery also. Sometimes, too, it was
the final stage of the pilgrim's journey—the “land
Beulah ” —where the weary wanderer not only came
within sight of the cclestial city, but even “1net with
its inkabitants,” while waiting for the summons to
cross the river of death, Such it was to the amiable
and devoted wife of the missionary at Savanna-la-Mar,
who, when within a few hours of being admitted
within the gates of the city, exclaimed, « (), the sweet
breczes !—the heavenly breezes !—Do you’ not-feel the
heavenly breczes? Salvation! Hallelujuh!”  « For
the last four months,” writgs Mr. Burcliell to the
secretary ot Fen Court, * our house has been thp
abode of sickness, which, together with numerous
ordinary and extraordinary duties, have fully occupied
my *time. QOur dear sister ITutchins was with us, at
this place, for nearly five weeks, and here she tinished
her sufferings and curthly, career on Thursday morning
the 25th of November.”

The carly pait of the year 1839 brought with it o
season of holy festivity to the churches on the Bay
wad in the subordinate stations, in connection with the
association scrvices. These weie spread over several
days, and were, as usual, partly of a business and
partly of a devotional chavacter, re-kindling the fer-
vours of zcal, and strengthening the bonds of fraternal
affection. The statistical returns made by the churches
in the associatbon, furnished happysevidence that the
work of God was sieadily advancing in all parts of the
island. The net increase ob 2,617 had taken place,
during the year, in the number of the members, which
then made a total of 21,33%. The inquirers numbered
20,919. In the educational institutions connceted ywith
the churches, a large increase had also'%een roal’md
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the day-schools containing 5,413 pupils’; the evening- .
schools, 577; and the sabbath-schools, 10,127; making
a total of 16,117, and an increase of 5,214 during the
year. As a further proof of the rapid growth of those
sentiments and habits which are the best guarantee for
_the social welfare of the compmunity, it was further:
reported that, within the same period, 1,942 marriages .
had been solemnized. K
A short time after this, Mr. Burchell and his schools .
at Montegoe Bay were deprived, by death, of the ser-"
vices of Mr. Andrews. This excellent man had
devoted himself with untiring assiduity to the duties
of his situation, and with eminent advantage to the
youth under his care, for four years; and at length
fell, regretted by all who could appreciate modest
worth. The event is thus announced to Mr. Dyer :—

« Mount Carey, April 30th, 1839.

%1 have sustained a very severer loss in the death of my school-
master, Mr. Andrews. His only surviving child, out of four, died
on Fridey morning, the i8th inst. The shock was too great for
his affectionate and tender frame, and he sank under it. He died
on Sunday about half-past ten. He was a decidedly good man ;
kind and tender-hearted ; exceedingly aflectionate; and ¢ ready to
every good word and work.” The estcem in which he was held
was manifested, in an almost unexampled manner, at his funeral.
Full six hundred children preceded the corpse, and above a thou-
sand adults fdhlowed it. The scene at the grave was overwhelming.
Many were overcome, and fell on the ground as dead ; and, when
the earth was thrown upon the coffin, most of ¢he children, and not
a few of the adults, wept and sobbed aloud. It was more than I
could bear, or can ventura to relate. My own distress is very
great; for I have lost a ,’h\m!nle, useful, and good man, a devoted
teacher, a cheerful helper, ever ready, cver willing,” ;

. '{he committee, sympathizing with® their- agent in ‘.
the bereaverhént he had sustained, accepted the offer
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of Mr. Jabez' Tunley to go out as Mr. Andrews's
SUCCessor.

‘The tactics of the plantocracy, or perhaps (as it may
heteafter appear) of their agents, in order fo awaken
a reactionary sympathy #int their favour, were at this
period somewhat amuging, and subjected them to
much good-humoured banter. In writing to Mr.
Sturge, the subject of this memoir, in a vein of quiet
pleasantry, gives expression to his sentiments.

“ Mount Carey, May".’uq, 1839.

“ Plenty of sugar is being made. Ships are wanted to carry the
so-called dallust home. The crops are all ¢blasted;* the canes
having converted themselves (for the planters say the people will
not work) into sugar, alias ¢ hallast' Oue hundred hogsheads gf
this morc than usually valuable ¢ ballast® is to be sent home, as
a prosent to the proprietor, from onc estate in this parish, afier
having paid all expenscs. And this, notwithstunding the planters
swear the people will not work, and that the country is going tv
ruin. If Lord Vincent and his majority of West Indians would
come out, and look after their gwn cstates, they would continue no '
longer to be the dupes of Burge, or to favour the colonial*secretary
with their strings of resolutions. However, it is too manifest that
the old slave traders and slavcholders nced at least a five years’
apprenticeship, that they may learn how to deal with free people,
much more than the slaves did to learn how to appreciate freedom.
Hence the propriety of the Five Years’ Suspension Bill of the
house of assembly. I hope that the white apprentices will behave
as well as the bluck did, so as to entitlé themselves to a shortening
of their term of apprenticeship,” .

Finding that the cry of “ ballast” availed but little
with the British public, the West Iiedian agent endea-
voured to bring the negroes and their missionary
friends into discredit with tee® government. And if
charges of an injurious nature, multiplied in number,
and reiterated with unr:easmg and unblushing perti-

nacity, could have wmped the judgment and ‘gpun-’
teracted the friendly /:eling of the @lonisl office,
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Mr. Burge might have hoped for success, When
the knowledge of these attempts to inflict mischicf
reached the island, Mr. Burchell, among others,
deemed it desirable to convene his several congre-
gations, that they might huve an’opportunity of re-
butting the charges alleged against them. This they

did in a series of resolutions, which were first adopted

in open meetings and then published; thus challenging

any and every one, and especially their accuser, to the
proof. Containing, as these resolutions do, a vindica-
tion of the (tonduct, and a statement of the sentiments,
of his very numerous flock, we give them insertion.

]

“ At meetings of the members and congregations in eonnection with
the haptist churches at Montego Bay, Mount Carey, Shortwoed,
and Bethel Hill, compnung a numcrous hody of the peasantry,
the following resolutions wele unantnously adopted :—

“ Resolved,

#1st. That in conseyuence of fa)se and malicious representations
having been made at the colomal ofhice, to our great mpury, we feel
ourselves called npon to eapress our devoted and loyal attachment
to our sovereym queen Vidtona to assute his eacelleney that we
entertam the ghest respect, and the most perfect confidence, in
him as our governor; and that we are, as we have cver heen,
disposed to yleld obedience to the laws of the land, to pay every
respect to any instructions forwarded to us by the British govern-
ment, and to any advice given to us hy Ins exeellency,

“2ndly. That we fecl great indignation on account of the base
and false communications made at the colonal ofhee, hy persons
who having no longer the power of lncerating our hodies, and per-
petuating our moral‘degradation, have resortd to the despicabl
means of secretly assasmnating our characters, presuming upo)
ignorance in which they hal oeso long kept us, and our co
inability to meet promptly, and rebut fully, their vile and ly
ﬂ!pemm- ¢

“ 8rdly. That we do not, and never did, entertain the idea, that
the L.ouses and grounds we occupy are out vwn property by any
legal sight or titYe; nor have we heard of any law that was expected
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from the ¢ueen aid the imporial parliament to give us such legul
possession.

“ 1thly. That so far from supposing that we had any lawful claim
to the houses and grounds, we have heen fully and painfully tanght
our dependence by nogices to quit; by cnormous demands of rent
from Tiushand, wifewand every ::lmld, though residmg in oue house;
from the unomalous and unjust demand to pay additional rent for
every day, we, or any portion of our family may be absent from
woth whether oceasioned by sichness or any other cause ; from the
summary cjectnents which bave heen inflicted upon some of us,
and from the demoltion of houves and utter destiuction of provision
grounds, which uthers of us have had to endure, ,

“ 5thly. That in proof no such sentunent eists, or has existed in our
minds, we have paud either by labour or in cash exorbitant rents for
our huts and grounds. flaving labourpd at 1s. 8d. cwrrdney per diem,
insteud of 2s. 6d, the regular wages given to us during the nppren-
tigeship, or to vur masters, rom whom we were lured ; and at which
rate ypon the oaths of the overeers our servives have been valued
as apprentices, and which we bave had to pay for the purchase of
our apprenticeslup terms ; thus allowing 10d. per diem tor cvery
able member in the famiy capable of hard work, and an equal
propottion for every interior mamber as payment for the occupancy
of the houses and grounds, although many of these houses were
built by oursclves and at out own evpense, and others are of such a
description a« to he unfit for the resdence of any human being.

“6thly. That the partics who have male these representations
at the coloninl ofhee, must have heen influenced by the most cruel
feehings and ungencrous motaves towards us the peasaniry of this
colony,

“Tthly. That we have no confidcnee in the house of assembly
of this island, in which we are unrepresented ; mtl we, therefore,
look with carncst anvety to the Buimh government, und to the
imporial parhameat, for the cnactment of laws, unbl the period
when the great hody of the people hase ail opportumty of voting
for members to represent the gencral mteresty of the community,
i the popular branch of the legusi®ule, so that the governor, the
government, and the people, may never aguin ho insulted by a
manifestation of that mteinperante and abstmacy which has over-
whulmed the eouptry in the present difficulties.

“$thly. We depend with confidence on the intggniy and Wisdom
of theimperial patliament, for protection, and for yhffubropagation
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of equal Jaws, by which we shall he sccured, so' long as we pay
rent, at least against the arbitrary conduct of the overseers or
managers of estates, who, at present without reason, 1ight, or law,
demolish the houses, and destroy the provision grounds we oceupy
and cultivate, to gratify their caprice or malpvolent feeling.

«9thly. That the Rev, Thomnad Burchell, our minister, he re-
quested {o sigm the resolutions on oyr hehalf, and forward o copy
of the same to his excelleney the governor Sir Lionel Smith, to the
most noble the marquis of Normauby the secretary of state for the
colonies, to Josvph Sturge, Lsyy., and to the Rev. John Dyer, that
they be publivhed in the (lonial Reformer, a copy of which shall
be transmitied to Mr. Burge.

‘ “Tuowas Burenoir, Baptist Missionary.

¢ Montego Bay, June, 1639.”

In the course of the .nutumn, the missionaries and
the negroes sustuined a severe and common loss in the
retirement of Sir Lionel Smith from the governorship.
Of all who cver filled the office in the Dritish colonics,
no one probably ever had o more difficull or more try-
ing task to accomplish. His combined firmness and
patience, however, won him a large amount of grateful
admiration and esteem. Numerous addresses, expres-
sive of thesc rentiments, were presented o him from
various parts of the island. Among these were two,
instinet with the love of British freedom and the spirit
of conscientious loyalty, from the baptist missionary
brotherhood in the western and ecastern districts. Mr.
Burchell's stume stands first on the list of signaturos
appended to the former. Sir Lioncl, in his reply to
these addresscs, bears the most honowsable testimony
to the conduct of the coloured pcasantry and their
pastors, in the followinys paragraphs.

¢On my assuming the goversment of this colony, I strongly
expressed my reliance on the whole body of missionaries—in their
high iotegrity of purpose, and in their loyal principles. . You more
than realized all ‘the benofits 1 expected from your ministry, by
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raising the negroes from the thental degradations of slavery to the
cheering obligations of Christianity ; and they were thus taught that
paticnt endurance of evil, which has so materially contributed to
the general tranquillity, FEven with the aid of a vicious and well-
paid press, both in England and Jamaica, and, it may be presumed,
some habitual confidende in Jamaica juries, the enemies of your
religion have never dared to go to the proof of their audacious
accusations against you. M

“(entlemen, the first year of freedom has passed away. What
were the forcbodings of its enemies? Where arc the vagrants?
where the squatters? where the injuries against properties, or the
persons of white men? Out of the three hundred thousand op-
Ppressed sluves, let loose in one day to equal rights and likerty, not
a human being of that mass has committed himself in any of those
dreadful offences. .

“Thé admirable conduct of the pasantry, in such a crisis, has
constituted a proud triumph to the causo of religion ; and those whos
contributed to enlighten %hern in their moral dutics, through perse-
cutions, insults, and dangers, have descrved the regard and esteem
of the good and the just in all Christian countries,”

If any thing could add to the satisfaction these sen-
tences occasion to the friends of the missionaries and
their flock, to the exculpation of the parties criminated,
or to the infamy of *“ the accusers of the brethren,” it is
the following passage from an official report, laid before
parliament, in reference to the change consequent on
emancipation in Jamaica. “The abrogation of the
apprenticeship has, with astonishing celerity, developed
all those elements of prosperity contemplated by states-
men as one of its most important objects, in a degree
beyond the mosé sanguine expectatiogs; as evinced in
the large amount of capital since invested in this

. colony, in the purchase of landsea®an amazing increased
value, by resident individuals ; in the improvement and
increase of buildings for socitl and mercantile uses ; in
the erection and enlargcment of temples for religious
worship; in the improved cultivation, antbgreater Care
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and attention paid to the ferlcing and subdivision of
land ; and in the division of wealth among the working
people, by which their personal appearance, and social
habits and morals, have been improved to a most
gratifying, and, considering jhe short space of time,
surprising extent.” ¥
On the night of November' 23rd, an event occurred
at Savanna la-Mar which called forth the most generous
sympathies of Mr. Burchell’s heart. We allude to the
fire which, originated in a store by its owner with a
fraudulent ‘design, involved a number of valuable
buildings, including the baptist chapel. This place of
worship had cost £4000, the Jast portion of which sum
had just been paid off. In the establishment of the
ministry of the gospel, and in the formation of the
Christian church, in this town, he had taken a principal
part; and now, on the occurrence of calamity. he s the
first to cheer and aid. [Putiing himself into instant
correspondence with his brethren on the island and the
committee at homc. together with all others with whom
he had any influence. he enticated prompt and generous
relief, and set a noble example by pledging the sum of
£200 at least from himsclf and flock. Others were
emulous to express their sympathy with the sufferers,
thg list of contributors mncluding the names of the
governor for £50, and of several members of asrembly
* for varieus*sanounts. From the interest thus manifested
in his favour, Mr. Ilutchins was encouraged to com-
mence building » new and enlarged place of worship,
within little more than a weck after the destruction 2}'
the former, v
The close of this year was overcast by prolonged
and severe domestic affliction, And in January of the

® gPapers laad before the Ilouse of Commons, (Wut'lndhl.) part L (V.), p.
Z3, b
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year following, Mr. Burchell was attacked with fever,
while on his way to Brown's Town, to attend the
annual association. This illness scverely shattered his
constitutional vigour, reudering him an invalid for
many months, ¢ Sometintes,” he wriles, “when I
think I am recovered, and about to be stvong as before,
the insidious fo¢ makes unother assault upon me, and
loaves me prostrate again.,” Amidst external trial and
mental anxiety, however, he continued to be choered
by the advancing triumphs of the Saviour's kingdom
among his people, and the increase of {He churches
under his care; accessions to which. in the course of
the year, were still to be reckoned by hundreds. The
number of members, in the communion of those,
charches, amounted at this time, according to the
assuciational refwns, to two thousand nine hundred
and cighty four,

In prosecution of a tour of benevolent and religious
ministration, a party of thessociety of fiiends, including
among others, Messrs. Joseph John Gurney and John
Candler,% arrived at Montego Iay on Saturday, the
14th of March. “We met (says Mr. Gurney}) with
the kindest rcception from the wife of our friend,
Thomas Burchcll. He was himself absent at a country
station, but his people flocked about us, and scemed
overjoyed at ow anival. Although the notice of our
coming had been short, and no service had previously
been expected, nearly three thousand of them assembled
at the chapel the ncxt morning, with scarcely hny
mixture of white persons, and displayed a seriousness

"and propriety of demeanour® Which reflected much
eredit, both on themselves and on their absent pastor.

% Ap interesting lotber from M1. Candior to the biographer is appended to

the memolr .
. 1 Gurpéy's Winter in the West Indres, pp n&’-uo
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, “On the 16th, we left Montego Bay, catly in the
morning. and drove cight miles to Mount Carey, an
inland station, and the country residence of our friend,
Thomas Burchell, who met us there, from a third of his
stations at breakfast. Our'read lay first along a fertile
valley, and next up the brow of a mountain, from which
we obtained delightful prospccts of the sea, with
several low green islands, the town and harbour of
Montego Bay, the shipping and the distant hills—the
whole scene bespeaking at once the bounty of nature
and the ed-ential prosperity of the land. . . .. We
continued for two days at Mount Carey, cnjoying both
ease and ‘abundance, vnder the peaccful roof of our
.hospitable friend. Thomas Burchell is a gentleman
and a Christian, a man of modesty, integrity, and
talent; and his history affords a remarkable example
of the truth of that divine dcclaration, ¢ Him* that
honoureth me, I will honour.” He was once insulted,
persecuted, and imprisoned. . Now, although laboriously
engaged in his missionary work, he is comparatively at
his ease, enjoying a delightful country residence, and
exercising over many thousands of the peasantry at his
various stations, an influence incomparably greater
than that of any other individual in the vicinity.
During an intimate association with him and his
family for two or three days, we could not perceive the
smallest tefidency in his mind to any political abuse of
his well-earned ascendency ; and, from our own obser-
vation, we are able to declare that, while he is the firm
friend of the labourer, he is anxious to promote, by
every means in his *pewer, the fair interest of the
planter. The congregation of country people at Mount
Carey is large, and the d4y school well attended a.nd.
admirably conducted.” 4 .
.In the latter part of April, Mr. Burchell vmted‘
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Kingston, in ofder to be present at the re-opening of .
East Queen Street chapel, which had undergone con-

siderable enlargement, This took place on Lord’s day

the 3rd of May, and he largely shared in the services

of the occasion. Hls joyraey, on the whole, did him

good ; but failed to sccure a permanent re-establish-

ment of health. After my return home I was again

attacked with fever, which has left me very fecble. I

would fain hope, however, that I am slowly recovering ;

and discharging my duties to the utmost of my power,

though by no means to my sa,tisfactionf’ On two

occasions I have had to preach when severe fcver has

been upon me, which proved mpst distressing. Yet T

am thankful, unworthy as my services have been, that
I have been permitted and enabled to labour for a

while. O that I had strength to labour more for God,

and grace to labour with more * singleness of eye’ for

his glory !”

At the commencement of this year, he ceased to be
dependent on the funds of the society at home ; having
thrown himself on the bounty of his numerous and
affectionate, though poor and still oppressed people.
The pecuniary efforts of the people, in support of their
own institutions, were indecd truly noble. At the
anniversary of the opening of the Bay chapel, held in
the month of May, they contributed the handsome sum
of £702 currency, leaving a debt of only £45 remain-
ing. Having discharged the building obligations of
the parent churéh, he projected a plan for raising a
series of chapels in the subordinate stations. *The
chapel at Shortwood (he reposs®to Mr. Dyer) is now
completed, and I am preparing to attack the debt on
it. 1 'have proposed to the plople that they raise £400
currency on the 1st of August next, so as to reduce the
sum total to about £1,000. I have also"proposecf to
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the people in the Mount Carey district, ‘that if they will
raise £300 curreney, by the same time, I will commenco
building a chapel for their accommodation, measuring
seventy-five feet Ly fifty-five; and to those at Bethel
Hill, that if they will maige €400 currency, I will
arrange for erecting onc for them, sisty-five 'feet by
fifty. Thus you will perceive that, as fast as I get out
of one difliculty, I contemplate getting into another.”

it is doeply to be deplored, that these and other
labours of a bencvolent and evangelical kind, designed
to tell ow, the social improvement and everlasting
welfare of the emancipated peasanbry, were vo often
interfered with, not {g say thwartcd, by the relentless
hostility and evil machinations of the colonists, who
now assumed a morc determined attitude, encouraged
by the pro-slavery partizanship of the new governor,
Sir Charles Metealfe.  This is reforred to as a subject
of regret, in a letter to Mr. Sturge, dated,

“ Montego Day, Juac 10, 1840,

& Qur difficulties in, and as the result of, promoting the buppiness
and prospenty of the negroes, are nuncrous indeed, and not
unfrequently of the most perplexin,; nature.  Our time, our peace,
our all, have heen sacnihiced.  The hostility of most of the planters
to the inilcrests of the peasuntry, incited hy a corrupt and sun-
guinary prcws, has Wlighted for o time the bud of freedom, and cast
a shadow over the fair appearances which af first presented them.
selves, Thus far the malignant conductors of the "press have
triumphed ; 3f to the satisfaction of the proprictor, he justly suffers
for his stupidity ; i{, not, he as justly suflews for lig infatuation, in
coutipuing in his confidence, attomeys who, like the horse-leech’s
daughters, will ever cmmcue to cry, ¢ Give! givo !’ so long ap a deop
of hlpod is left in the veins Of their vietim, Some of the attorac)s
have already profited by the panic they have so wickedly produced;
and mre purchasing up cutates on terms ruinous to the origual
owners; they are, iu fact, making imwenso fortunes vut of the
wreek of thed cmployers. At present the hssembly amd gro-
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prictors, with the governor nt their head, are set on immigration as
the panacea for all existing evils. Hitherto thid scheme Lias proved
extenstyely myurious to the happiness of tho victime imposed on,
yea murduous, hy the saenfice of life to a fearful extent, whilst 1t
involves the commumty m espcnses, which have to he moet by
taxation to uu immense amound.””

But while proprietors and immigrants were thus
condemned to spoliation and death by the cupidity of
the colonists, appaiently to revenge theit being
deprived of their former power of tyranny, a series of
legislative measures were cnacted in th > house of
assembly which operated with equal riéour on the
negrocs. In proof of this, it will be sufficient to
cnumelate the Poundage Act, the Fishery Act, the
Huckster and Pedlar Act, the Petty Debt and Police
Acts, and worst of all the Vagrant Act. These had
been, in existence for some months, embittering the
feelings, restricting the movements, and eahausting the
means of the people; when at lingth the missionaries
were made to feel the much abused authority of the
legislature, as influenced by the episcopate. This was
by means of a new Mairiage Act, which passed the
house in April.  Of the nature of some of its provisions
we ate informed, in a letfer {o Mr. Dyer. from which
we cxtract the following passage.

% Kwngston, Jld‘y 11, 1840,

“ At the very time the house hrought m a Wull to allow un annual
sam, 1 commuiation of the fees of the clergy, they passed this
miquitous act, comelling dissenters to chaigesfees, which are to be
paid into the islund treasury, to mect the amount of commutation.
For every omission to charge u fee, ugd®r this act, we are liable to
twelve months’ iinpnsonment.  Esery marriage will involve about
a dollar's expense. And then ny order to render valid oup past
marriages, we must record the whole by the 11th of October; which

tail an expefise of one slulling and eightpenge for stampy and
lhil]_iug! and gixpence for recording ; that 1s, fSur shillings and
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twopence for cach marringe. Now, I have about two thousand
marriages o record, for solemnizing which I never received one
penuy ; and yet, to record the same, I must pay the sum of £413
currency 3 otherwise the marriuges themselves are rendered invalid,
and the families which bave sprlﬁg fropp them are pronounced
illegitimate, Arc These things fo%e so? At all events, T have
tuken my determination. T have ;ecen'ed no fee for solemnizing
marriages; and I will pay nene for recording them. Let mo,
therefore, euruestly entreat you to represent these matiers to the
colonial office, and to ask redress. It is reported that we have to
thank Sir Joshua Rowe, and his right reverence the bishop, for
every thing Q)‘prvssive and invidious in this bill.”

To the feebleness consequent on successive atfacks
of fever, we owe the loss of those details which have
«enabled us, thus far, to trace the success of Mr,
Burchell's direct missionary labours. Henceforth the
notices are bricf, and the correspondence infrequent.,
About the antumn of this year, he says in a brief letter
to a friend,—* The causc of the Redcemer is prosper-
ing delightfully with us.”. And in another to the
sccretary at Fen Court he states, ¢ It was my intention
to write you to-day, respecting our August meetings;
but I find it impossible to do so. Recent and oft-
repeated attacks of fever unfit me for the use of the
pen.”  Yet unsubdued, and panting still for useful-
ness, he announces in the same letter his determination
to embrace an additional course of action. It shall be
described in his' own terms. “I have resolved to
appropriate a portion of my time, every week, to the
training of a fewsyoung men, to assist fhe in my country
stations; as also wah a view to the establishment (if
possible) of a Home' Missionary Society. This will
augment my labours for the present, but will, I hope,
relidve me in the end. Sfich a course, also, may be the
best, prepaﬂtwe for an African misdion; as agenw,
having' been" thus tried and proved, might then be
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selected, and ‘educated for the ministry of the {ruth
among the Mussulmen of their native country.” This
plan he carried into, effect, as under date of December
29th the following statement occurs :— One day, each
week, I devote to four bretHren in connection with their
studies. They write ouf, for me a pretty full outline of
a sermon, give an account of their reading, and are
examined in their studics; all of which are, of course,
under my superintendence.”

At this:date he had six British schools in active
operation, besides infant schools, for thy support of
which he had to raise the neccssary funds, amountmg
in the whole to £1160 curreney per annum. And in
addition to all, he had recently secured premises whiche
he appropriately denominated «Bermrspa;”’ their
design being to {urnish” an asylum for the country
members, when recovering from sickness, or needing
change of air and daily medical attendance; and an
almshouse for the aged of his flock.

Oppressed by the accumulated burdens which now
rested on him, Mr. Burchell urgently renewed his
application to the committee for assistance. The
claims of his numerous stations were more than he
could meet single-handed; and he requested some
good brother might be sent to share his labours. In
urging his plea, in a letter to Mr. Dyer, dated January
15th, 1841, he says, It is seventeen years, this very
.day, since first I landed on the shores of this island ;
and, however untorthy and imperfect my services have
been before God, they have boen rendered with fidelity
to the committee. More than® one hundred thousand
miles have I travelled in their service; and God is my .
wttness, I have never shrunk ‘back from labour as their:
a.gqnt.”

The year 1841 was a period of unudhal affliction

B
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and trial to the Jamaica mission. Disease and death
were permitted to make great ravages among the
mission family, laying some aside from their beloved.
but arduous employ, and removing others to their rest
and reward. Their anxieties and troubles, from this
quarter, were further aggravafed by the brethren of
the London Missionary Society, who brought a charge
of gross impurity against the baptist churches, in the
matter of their membership, and of connivance at it
on the par} of their pastors. We are happily exone-
rated from mtenng here on a vindication of the ac-
cused ; the biographer of Mr. Knibb having done all
which the necessities of the case demand, or which
candour can require. The subject of this memoir
shared the cup of sorrow with his friends and fellow
labourers. Of the spirit in which he suffered, we
have an instructive illustration in the terms of his
correspondence with Mr. Phillippo of Spanish Town.

: % Montego Bay, August 17th, 1841.

“ The removal of our dear friends, Mrs. Cornford and Mr.
Dallewell, is a heavy stroke; they both died on the same day.
Mr. Cornford is still very ill; he is removed to Kettering for change
of air. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd have both heen unwell. I have also
been laid aside for nearly a month, and was scarcely able to -do
anything during the August festival; 1 hope, however, that I am
now recovering. '

“1 do not taink that the missionaries of the London Society will
gain much by their controversy. 1t will yet be to them a sourde
of regret. I am thankful that, in reply, our brethren have been
enabled to write in Such a becoming and Chfistian epirite I sin-’
ceroly trust that these trials from without, and the bereavements
sifferéd by our little band; mny be sanctified to the promotion of
ow personal holiness and devotedness, and the strengthening of .
hmnony and affection among ovrselves as-a mission family.” =

i Eurther intimations of infirmity- -and trial are fur-
mshed in a*letter to his brother, written February
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L]
17th, 1842:—« We have Been much afflicted as =
family. My daughter has been brought near to the
grave by fever. I have suffored scverely from biliary
attacks, and latterly, from the rupture of a blood-vessel,
which brought me very‘low. I am still under a pro-
hibition to preach; bwt hope to re-commence next
sabbath day.”

Fecble as he was when he wrote these sentences, he
had so far triumphed over the infirmitics of his physi-
cal nature, as to make his way to the assogiation held
in Kingston, and to take an active part in'its business.
In the letter from which we have just quoted, and
which was penned while the Business was yet in pro-
gress, he communicates the following intelligence :— ¢

“ Our present association is_likely to be u most importaut one.
A lengthened, faithful, hut affectionate discussion, of a day and a
half’s*duration, has already taken place. Some were for using the
pruning knife; hut brother Knibb proposed a committee to consider
the embarrassed state of the socjety’s funds, and the best means of
reducing the cxpenses of the Jamaica mission. 1 seconded the
proposition, requesting that, as this ycar is the jubilee of the
sueicty, the committee be instructed to consider the practicabilty
of withdrawment from the funds of the parent society altogether,
and of taking on ourselves the support of our branch of the mis-
gion, Un this, the whols association resolved itsolf into a com-
mittee, and ultimately came to the resolution, nemine controdicente,
¢ That no bill shall he drawn on the parent society, after the st of
August next ; und that the grentest practicable redustion be made
between the prewent date and that period.” This arangement will
save the socicty £6,000 per annum, and cnable the committee to
serul amisgjonaries to Bthers of the West Indiaw islands, and also to
Africa. The support of this mission will, doubtlessly, entail much
of difficulty on some of the churches g Wut we must all buckle on
the armour afregh, and meet it with courage and determination.
The resolution, L may just add, w&s.px.ssed on the anniversary day
of my landing, e)ghteen years ago.”

.“This year is the jubilee of the socwty"’ Such
was . the discriminating and delightful peculiarity of

R 2
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1842.° The brethren toiled, mdeed in’ their respecttve*
spheres as usual; and, as usual, amidst manifold diffi.
culties, yet with gratxfymg success. But, added to all
the thoughts and motives which had bcen present to
their minds hitherto, this one now came on them,
awakening new and mysterioys feelings—* This year
is the jubilee of our socicty !” It led them to live i
the past, as well as the present; it connected them, in
fellowship, with the founders of ‘the enterprize ; it
brought them into vivid communion with the saintly
dead, whosa warm piety, unpretending worth, and
moral heroism, have placed them among the moé‘t'
eminent benefactors” of their age and exemplars of
the future, and enshrined their names in mxpcnshable
glory.

Having commenced the year in so noble a spirit of
augmented devotedness and self-sacrifice, they wete
prepared to celebrate the jubilec with feclings of the
best kind—intense gmhﬁcation with joyous praise.

" The churches of the Western Union arranged for
the celebration of the happy era at Kettering, a new
township founded by Mr, Knibb, and named by him
after the birthplace of himself and of the mission.,
On Monday, the 3rd of October, the district, for maﬁy
miles around, began to show symptoms of unusual life
and intercst, and multitades of persons, some ‘on
‘horseback and others a-foot, were to be seen threading
their course, with joyous countenances, along the high-'
ways and byways of the country, moving onward to
the place of rendezvous. A tent was eretfed on the
spot of capacious dlrhonsxons, bggyermg an u.rea of\_
thirty thousand superficial feet.. . The entmnce ‘W.a&
tastefully decorated with' a large banner, .
with mottoes and emblematic designs; others adomiﬂ'
the interior.” Beneath this light structure; the ofifh-
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DREN’S JUBILEE was hcld on Tuesday. Between nine
and ten o’clock in the morning, the scene became quite
animating, a8 group upon group and file afler file ar-
rived at the spot. The children having taken their
seats, the services 8f the meeting were commenced by
Mr. Knibb, who gave qut a hymn. After singing, Mr.
Burchell implored the divine blessing on the assembled
multitude ; upon which suitable addresses were de-
livered by Messrs. Dendy, Clark, Hewett, Knibb, and
“Hutchins, .

The services of Wednesday were ushc‘re'd in by an
carly morning praycr-meeting, at which Mr. Clark pre-
sided. At cleven o'clock, the ¢* REAT JUBILEE MEET-
iNG ”’ commenced. The tent was literally  crammed,)
having within its ample folds ncarly nine thousand
persons. The service cOmmenced with singing; and,
wheh the living mass rose to hymn the praises of
Jehovah, the cffect was overpowering. Mr. Dendy
offered prayer; and the 72nd Psalm was rcad by Mr.
Knibb. Another hymn followed,—

“ Not unto us, O Lord;
Not unto us be praise ' &e¢

Mr. Burchell, having been called to the chair, pro-
ceeded to open the business of the mceting in the
following speech.

“ My CHRISTTAN AND RPSPECTED FRIENDS,—It 18 with feelings of
deep and overpowering interest that 1 appear hefore this vast as.
sembly, congregate? from various parishes and from remote places,
on an oceasion of the most delightful kind; such as must command
the best affeclions and warmest syrgp®hies of every onc present,
who feels concerned for the welfare of immortal souls, and the
cause of our common Redoemer.. 1 feel overwhelmed as 1 look
around, and guze o this immense mass of living and immortal
heings, who, & very few years since, were nltogether mmcqugmed
with: tho-themes of that guspel, to celebrate whose' triumphs is the
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cause of our present convocalion. Indeed, this Very meeting, and
this assembled throng, form no inconsiderable part of those tri-
umphs. For, what were some of you?! The apostlc tells you—
¢ Ye were dead in trespasses and in sins; walking according to the
course of this world, according to the pnnce of the power of the
air ; fulfilling the desires of the ficsh and'of the mind ; and were
by nature the children of wrath, ¢ven as others.” OF not a few,
however, it can now be said,— Buf” ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus and
by the Spirit of our God.’

“The occasion of this great mecting' is of the most gratifying
nature. It is;to celebrate glorious triumphs; but triumphs in which
the majotity of mankind feel very little interest, though they are
such as to delight and call forth the song of praise from the innu-
merable multitude before the, throne of God. We arc not met to
celebrate the achievements of war, and to applaud the valour of
dur countrymen in the slaughter of thousands and the mutilation
of tens of thousands of our fellow bemgs. No, my friends. Wo
are rather convened to celebratc the bloodless and happy trmmphs
of the cross of Christ, the conquests of the Prince of peace.' The
greatness of our victory consists, not in the number of the slaugh-
tered, but of those who are q\ﬁck(;ned from death to life; not in
the long list of the wounded and maimed, but of those who are
healed ; not in the number of prisoners made, but of captives
relensed and slaves’ emancipated ; not in the onward progress and
wide extent of desolation and havoe, but in the increased happi-
ness of our fellow men, the progress of civilization, the advance-
ment of morality, and the extended and extending influence of the
henign religion of the Son of God. My friends, if ever I folt
happy in my life, it is now. I csteem mysclf favoured of God
that I live to gee this day, and am permitted to take a part in the
proceedings of this great meeting ; and 1 estcem myself honoured
of my brethren, that I have been requested by them to preside on
this occasion. [ trust the intercst of this meetitig wil] be such, as
that it shall never fade from the mind of one present.

“ We arc assembled, my €histian friends, to celelrato the jubilee
of the Baptist Migsionary Society. Fifty years has it consécrated
its emergics to the promulgution of the tidings of divine mercy
among the perishing heathen, fn the eastern and western world.
Unobtrusive and unambitious, it has procecded steadily on in its
course, fearless & opposition, undaunted by difficultios ; conscieus
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indeed of its owr weakness, but strong in the strength of the Lord
of hosts. Regardless of the scoffs of the infidel, the neglect of the
cold and carcless professor, and the contempt of the world, the
founders and committee have persisted in their great and grand
enterprize— the salvation of souls, the evangelization of the
world, and the glory %f thejr sLord. They have not sought the
favour of men, but of God. They have not courted worldly
honours, but have invoked® the blessing of heaven, and have
weceived it. God has crowned their efforts with the most sur-
prising success. The language of their very enemies is, ¢ The Lord
‘hath done greut things for them !’ and, in the overflowings of their
hearts, therr own language is, ¢ The Lord hath done great things for
us, whereof we are glad ! whilet a large portion of the Christian
<hurch, contemplatmg their modest bhut persisfive labours, ad-
miringly exrlaim, ¢ This is the Lord'r.z doing, and it is gnarvellous in
our eyes !’

“Tho mission was formed, and commenced its operations, at
period apparcntly most inauspicious. The nations of the earth
were in commotion and conllict. Infidelity was rifc, diffusing its
influtnce and exerting its energies with unwonted zeal, to subjugate
and cnslave the human mind ; to briug the religion of the Saviour
into contenipt, and, if possible, to chase it from tho world as an
exploded system, an antiquated superstition, ¢a cunningly devised
fable! And a Iarge portion of the professed church of Christ was
sunk into a state of criminal formality, and indifference to the
cause of God and immortal souls. At this unpromising season,
which seemed to require the united efforts of the chureh to defend
their common Christianity and to preserve their own existence,
a little band of Christian Greathearts arose, strong in faith and of
undaynted courage, and united themselves in solemu league to
¢attempt great things for God.’ And though they had an enemy,
far more formidable than Golish of Gath, to combat with, yet
withont shield or buckler, but arrayed in the panoply of the gospel,
with the pebble and the sling, they fearlgasly advanced to the
contest ; and, amidst the taunts and derision of lookers on, in the
name of the Lord of hosts, and withsarm nerved and gwided by
his Spirit, they elang the stone and smote the adversary, inflicting
on him a wound from which he will nover recover. And we trust
that, at the next jubilee of the mbsion, it will be the happiness of
the multitnde whith shall then assemble, to celebrate the funeral
ohsequies of the demon of superstition and idoldi}v,
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% Fifty years ago, and the memorable sermon ‘was preached by
the ever-to-be-revered Carey. *Attempt great things for God—
expect great things from God ;* these were the noble sentiments he
endeavoured to illustrate and enforce; and in their spirit every
man who volunteered his services was adopted and went forth to
the post of duty. For several yogrs, hdwever, the missionarics
laboured under great discouragement, with scarcely a token of
suceess. At length, the ¢ little eloud %o bigger than a man's hand’

+ was descried in the distant horison ; it was small indeed, hut it
forctold an approaching and abundant shower. Now was seen
moving the fragmentary ¢stone’ which was destined to smile and
break in pwceu the colossal image of iron and brass, of silver and
gold. Now was heard ‘the sound of u going in the top of the
mulberry trecs; and the httle band bestirred themselves, their
heart bounded within them, for they knew that the Lord would go
before them. They did not ¢ despxsc the day of small things ;* for
they knew that as the ball of snow, detached from the summit of
the Alps, augnuents in its descent wto a mighty avalanche, and,
thundering down the mountain’s side} sweeps everything bofore it, so
the ¢little stonc cut out without hands’ would hecome ¢ a‘great
mountain and fill the whole carth.’

% At a very ewly period, the missionarics of this society directed
their attention to the transiation of the sacred scoptures into the
languages of the people among whom they were called to labour.
And this is one of the most extruordinary and interesting features
of the mission. In this the Lord worked in his own way ; stamped
the seal of his approbation on the designs of the society, and
furnished the pledge of ultimate success. I say, God worked in
his own way ; for, had he granted large succers to the preaching of
the gospel in the conversion of sinners, as was expected and desired,
the issionarips would have considered that as their proper wark,
and bave left the critical study of languages and the work of
translation to men of more literary acquirements. ¢ But the wuys
of God src not as mayp's.” By withholding succchs fromy the ministry
for a scason, he led his servants to consider the propriety, and
ultimately to form the deferpination, of attempting the work of
hiblical translation. And here ¢ the wisdom of God in & myw
displayed itself : for, that “no flesh should glory in his preunu,
he * chose the foolish of the world to confound the wise, and the
weak of the world to confound the mighty.’ Here also the over~
ruling hand of Phovidence is apparent ; for, had the founders of ihe
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mission contemplatod translution as their special work, they would
have sought out as their agents men of letters, Chtistians dis-
tinguished for their skill in languages, and versed in the principles
of interpretation. But this was a sccondary consideration with
them, Their great ohjsct was to scek out men of God, men of
zcal, of prudence, of faith, of Prayer; and these were the men
whom God would employ Jn the revponsible and permanent
labours of rendering his word into tho langunges and dialects of the
east. And, oh, my friends, € what hus God wrought’ by them !
We read with pleasure of the wonders of Penteeost : yes, and this
socicly has had its Pentecodtal day, and T am disposed to think a
glorious one too. It is acknowledgrd, the chatucter bf the former
was special 3 and the disciples were at oncc enabled to splak to the
people in their own tongne * the wonderful works of God,” to the
conversion of thousands. But thoyggh no miraculbus gift was
vouchsafed to the society's agents, qualifving them for immediate
intercourse with the objects of their compnmi(m, yet God poured
out his Spirit on them, on.\hhr%; them to ncequire the knowledge of,
and tn translate lus word in whole or in part, into more than forty
of thiir languages and dialeets, 1t s tive that converls have not
heen made by thousands in a day ; but it i equally true that tens
of thousands, yen and tens on tgns of thousands shall be converted
by that word whieh they have translated and put into cheulation.
It is true that the men whom God has so henonred, & Curey, a
Marshman, a Ward, a Chamberfain, a Lawson, and a Pearce, are
dead ; but a Yates lives, and what ix more, the word of the Lord in
more than forty languaged and dialects lives ! and, what is more,
ahove four hundred thousand voluwek of his word— the word of
life- have heen put into circulation ! and, what is yel more, Hg,
who spake the word that is thus transluted and circulated, lives !
And what may we not expect from this? A day of Dentecost?
yea, and more too. The time is drawing on, when we shall hear,
not of the conversion of three thousand only; for ¢o nation shall
be horn in a day.” * .

“ A cursory glance at the operations of the rucicty in the west
may be expected of me.~—~Ahput $hBty years ago the haptist
mission had its nttention drawa to this hemisphere; and, still

in faith, and notwihstanding all their other difficuitics, the

rmmittce resolved to ¢ atfempt great things for God’ here. And

s, again, they ‘commenced their hencvolent t{pemt:om ynder

evdl'} discouragement. The demon of slavery feigned in every
R S
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island, presenting an appurently insuperable obstacle to success,
Baut the church of Christ is not to be daunted, The abettors of
slavery, it is truc, were neither fow nor fechle ; they wore the rulers
of the land, and they were not slow in taking the alarm, for they
saw that ‘their craft was in danger.’ Oppressne and persecuting
laws were passed; but all in vain, Colunial church unions were
formed, to stay the further progress of the religion of Christ; but,
still, all in vain! The abettors of Slavery knew, from the com-
mencement, that in proportion as light increased, the darkness must
be dispelled—that ns knowledge advanced, oppression and tyranny
must give way : and at length they avowed, that the prevalence ot
the gospel avas incompatible with the existence of slavery.
Auspicions declaration | Now came ¢ the tug of war;’ and slavery
perished 1 the srife. The moment the tyrant engaged in conflict
against Christianity, that moment 1t received ita death wound.
Missionarics were called to suffer, and their sanctuarics were burnt
up with fire, ot ruzed to the ground ; Lut from that hour the fiat
went forth, ¢ Slavery shall he no more !’ And now, it is our
happiness to be able to say, ‘Sladery s no niore ’ This is the
vietory of the west ! What did I say »—that emancipation s the
victory of the west? No, rather, it 18 the conversion and salvation
of souls, 'This—ths is the victory of the west! The abolition of
slavery is a glorious victory ; but wé do not claim this as exclusively
ours, for missionarics of other names and denominations laboured
equally as ourselves, It is not to us—it isnot to themn ~it is to the
gospel the victory must be ascribed ; for wherever the gospel gues
it scatters blessings, not only of infinite value but in rich variety—
not only of a spimtual, but of a temporal nature. And to the
gospel of the Son of God he the glory given.

[Here the spenker entered mto the statistics of the society’s
operations an} success, (which need not be repeated,) and then
concluded.]

% Let me congratulate all who form a part of this vast nssembly :
—my brethren in the ministry, on the honaur which has heen
vouchsafed to them, as agents of the society, and ¢ workers together
with God :"~—my culoured,fr‘i_cnde, on the spiritual emancipation
which has been conferred on somey and the blessing of eivil freedom
which has been bestowed on all :—the lovers of equal rights and
social order, on the happy estiblishment of the present state of
things. What may be before us, we know not ; what reverses may
possibly happen{iwe caunot tell. But ‘the Lord reigueth ; let the
earth rejoice, let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.’ Under His



JUBILEE MEETINGS, an

smiles and favolir, the cause of truth must ultimately prevail, and
win countless converts to his sway. They shall come from the
cast and from the west, from the north and from the south, and
from the isles of every sea ; yea, all nations shall come and bow
down and worship thc Saviour, all people shall serve him. e
shall reign from the mmg 4f the sun to the going down of the
same ; and, by a recovered world ahull be loved and honoured a«
‘all and m all’”

After concluding his address, the chairman intio-
duced to the meeting Messrs. Day and Francies,
Dendy and Abbott, Clark and Dutton, Ilepderson and
May, Knibb and Hewett, l.loyd and Hutchins, who
scverally moved and scconded the resolufions. For the
benefit of multitudes who could not get into the tent,
a supplementary meeting was held at a convenient
distance, under the shadow of some trces.

On the following day, a series of similar services
wustheld. At the morning prayer meeting, which was
presided over by Mr. Day, an address was delivered by
Mr. Cornford on ““fhe necessary comnection between
missionary spirit and personal piety.” Mr. Abbott was
elected chairman of the meeting at eleven o'clock. A
ramber of neighbouring gentlemen, as well as several
attorneys and overseers, were among those who occu-
pied the scats prepared for the accommodation of
visitors. The principal subject that engaged the atten-
tion of the speakers was, the prosperity of Jamaica in
connexion with the abolition of slavery thPoughout the
world ; and well did they perform their part.

The ordinamce of the l.ord’s syipper closed the
jubilee celebration at Kettering, where the missionary
band commenced with about ®our thousand of the
children of Ethiopia. Tifs number would have been
vonsiderably larger, but tlee supply of food failed in
the village, and many were conscquently obliged to
return home.



372

CHAPTER XV,

BAPIISM OF MR. BURCHELL'S DAUGUTER—MR, BURCHELL RESIGVS
MONTLGO BAY—TARI HQUARES FRTAIS— DUATH OF MR, KNIBBR -
HR. HUI{( oLr l\"s ILLNLSS=—T RAVES JAMATICA ['OR ENGI ND-—LETTER

TO NIF } LOCK —HI1S LAST ILINISS AND DRASH,

. THE commencement of 1843 was signalized by an
occurrence, the most gratifying to the heart of a devout
parent—the * putting on of Christ” by a beloved child,
in the public profession of faith in him Next to his
own personal sulvation, the salvation of his oftspring is
that which stirs his tenderect and profoundest solici-
tudes; for how can he endure that onc <o ncaly
related to him, and so dear to his affections, should
live an cnemy to the adorable Saviour, and die an
outcast from his presence? Such a thought is as gall,
poisoning the cup of carthly bliss; it is a dark cloud,
throwing its withering shade over every scono, however
otherwise fair. The seed of truth iy therefore sown
with scduldus care in the mind, and prayer seeks to
bring down on it the dews of the divine blessing, And
when at length the first indications of spiritual vegeta~
tion begin to develop themselves, what grateful and
complacent joy do they aspire !

Such had been Mr. BurcHell’s joy, some considerable’
time before; and, with tcarcely diminished interest,
had he continued to watch the growth of rehgmuu
prinkiples ang the unfolding of Christian virtucs in hig
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beloved daughter. At length the time arrived when
he felt that he could no longer, with propriety, deny
her request to be permitted to avow her faith in the
Redeemer, by being baptized into him. In a letter to
his brother, he infaims him of the happy event in the
following torms:—“Tt was my happiness to baptize
her in the * Great River; four miles distant from Mount
Carcy, on Sunday morning the 1st of January, together
with about scvenly others. Between two and three
thousund spectators were present. The bridge, about
twenty-five yards distant from the spot where I ad-
ministered the ordinance, presented to'view a large
arch of living and deeply interested beings. * The banks
of the river were lined, to the distance of at least two
hundred yards; and many had disposed of themselves
on the branches of overhanging trees.  The scene was
imposing, and the scason deeply affecting. My beloved
daughtor contered the niver, band in hand, with our
servant girl, As soon gs she was baptized, the as-
sembled multitudes broke forth in strains of gladsome
and thrilling melody, giving utterance to their feelings
ir. the well-known dosology, ¢ Praisc ye the Lord.
Hallelujah!* The greatest possible interest was mani-
fested by all present: some rejoiced and triumnphed.
Esthranna is the first child of the mission family, born
and brought up on the island, and publicly baptized,
and that too in company with the natives.® In this the
people take special delight, saying, ¢ Now we sce there
is no distinction!” Fearful of the influenco of a father’s
affection, of the bias of a father’s picjudices, I left her
examination before the chur@hPas a candidate for bap~
tism, to Mr. Cornford, a Wrother missionury.”

Soon after this event, M. Burchell availed himself
of the opportunily, furnished by the arrival in the
island of additional missionarics, to resfgn part f the
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immense charge which had grown upon his hands, and
tasked his energies almost beyond endurance. Gladly
would he have done so before, had the comnmittee at
home sent the needed agency. Ilaving commended
Mzr. Cornford to the affectiongte rejards of the church
at Montego Bay, he gave it, together with Watford
Hill and Tottenham, two of the subordinate stations,
to his pastoral care. It may be readily supposed that
this step, though imposed on him by the nocessity of
the case, was not taken without a pang. Montego Bay
was bound up with his earlicst and fondest missionury
reminiscences. Here he had 1ealized his first success ;
here he formed his first church. ¢ The little one,”
originally composed of cleven members, had * become ”
more than “a thousand.” TFor years it had been a
centre point, from which lightehad penctrated into sur-
rounding and remote distiicts. And here, 100, he bad
been a suficrer {rom the malevolence of * wicked and
unreasonable men”—a confessor of the faith of the
Crucified One. 'To relinquish it, thercfore, though at
the call of duty, could not be done but at a great
expense of feeling. But he was not the onc to hesitate,
when he ought to act. Accordingly he drew up a fall
statement of his accounts, catending over a period of
seven years, (that is, from his return after the insur-
rection, when he had to begin everything de nove,) and
involving at. expenditure of about £28,000 currency.
This was audifed by the brethren composing the
western union, and a copy of it duly signed was given
to the new pastor; a duplicatc was prescrved by him-
self. At this time, afttrall the diminutions occasioned
by death, change of residence, &ec., there were in the
fellowship of the mother end affiliated churches con-
siderably more than thiee thousand professed believers.
Besilies these:therc werc at lcast an equal number of
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inquirers, of "the conversion of a large multitude of
whom well-founded hopes were entertained. To these
must be added that portion of the several congregations
which, as yet, had only been in attendance on religious
ordinanccs, but had evinced no further sympathy with
the truth ds it is in Christ.

In reviewing this st@p, some two years afterwards,
he thus expresses his sentiments and feelings : —

“T bad not strength to meet the demands of the Bay, and
affiliated stations; and therefore, when the help I-had been soheit-
ing for years was at last within zeach, conscience would not allow
me to contuiue my former and happy connectiof with it.  Under
thig conviction I resigned ; and 1 am fully persuaded that, by this
step, God has been glorified and his cause cxtended, the churches
have been henefited and souls saved. True, the movement hig
cntailed on me, and most unexpectedly so too, a fearful amount of
pecuniary embarrassment, which ought to have heen shared by
othefs. But nothing will 1 withhold, which I can give, to serve und
to save the mission. It matters little how I go down to the grave.
Let everything he sacrificed hat my character and the honour of
my divine Master. . . . .. I am but a poor man; 1 have but
little ; but that little is the Lord’s, and his ciuse must not suffer.
v« oo Tcan take no money with me to heaven; I care but
Ittle about leaving any on carth. My God will take care of my
wife and child.”

In the early part of this year, the beautiful and gem-
like group of the Antilles suffered from repeated shocks
of earthquake. In some instances considegable damage
had ensued. Hitherto, Jamaica had felt them but
slightly, and gratitude dictated the acknowledgment of
discriminating merey.  Friday, the 17th of March, was
sanctified to this scrvice in }b@ weostern district. On
this occasion, Mr. Burchgll preached to an immense
cancourse of people, from, & Prepare {o meet thy God,
%0 Irracl!” (Amos iv. 12.) Not only was the place of
worship filled to excess, but two thousand persong sur-
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rounded the building, listening with fixed attention, at
the door and windows, to the counsecls and appeals of
the Christian preacher.

Some three or four months subsequently to this,
Antigua sufiered from a shoek of gteat severity, which
destroyed life and property to a Jlarge amount. Amongst
other buildings, several places of worship were reduced
to a heap of ruins. When the tidings of this calamity
reached Jamaica, Mr. Burchell read an account of it
one evening to his family.  About two or three o'clock
the next morning, they were all awakened from sleep
by a shock which threatened similar consequences to
them. He instantly summoned them all into his study,
where they gave themsclves to prayer, and awaited
with palpitating hearts the destinics of divine Provi-
dence.  The morning happily broke, without farther
disturbance; but when they aftorwards ussembled in
the chapel, with numerous others resident near the
spot, publicly to acknowledge the divine goodness in
their preservation, one of the walls was found reut from
the top to the lhottom. As a further expression of
gratitude, for the mereiful deliverance they had enjoyed,
Mr. Burchell and his friends made a public collection,
when £60 were contributed. Of this sum, they sent
one third to the Wesleyan brethren in Antigua, as an
oxpression of fraternal sympathy; and the remainder,
to the genbral fund for the relief of the numerous
sufferers throughout the island.

The 1st of Angust brought with it the usual joyous
recollections and religious services. In the absence of
any record from the fior of the missionary, we avail
ourselves of the following Brief but gratifying notice,
furnished by a public print »=—* We have as yet reccived
no account of other mectings besides the above men-
tiondd, cxcep¥’ one at Mount Carey; at which the
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members of the church at Montego Bay were present.
The meecting has been described to us as one of the
deepest interest; indeed it must have been so; and
mosi, heartily do we congratulate Messrs. Burchell and
Cornford and their fespeclive churches, on the happy
blending of fecling which they manifested. In the
breasts of all Christians may the poet’s wish be soon
faltilled, and the Spirit of life

“Swedtly on theh spnits move,

G utly toneh the trombling stungs
Make tt ¢ harmony of love,

Music for the King of hings.’

This scason, however, was not without ifs trials as
well a» ils joys. In consequence of the want of capita)
to carry on the sugar cstates, which threw many of the
labourers out of cmploy; the irregularity of payment
on others ; and, above all, the heavy tazes imposed on
the peasantry, their means were greatly diminished,
and the schools consequently thinned. The receipts in
these institutions suffered a diminution, to the amount
of sixty per cent. as compared with those of the pre-
vious year: thus throwing additional burdens on the
pastor, who had to make good the deficiency. To this
source of anxicty must be added prevalent sickness.
Writing to his brother under date of November 8rd,
Mr. Burchell says,—* I am getting on but slowly with
the chapels at Mount Carey and Bethel Town. The
times are distressingly trying. This year has been a
very anxious one, on account of an epjdemic (dysentery)
which has 1aged with a fatality almost equal to that of
cholera. Of the Mount Caraw %ongregation alone we
havg lost, since the month®%f June, about onc hundred
and fifty. I had a sovete sitack of it myself, but am
now mercifully restored, For this I am instrumentally
indebted to Dr. Hunter, who, with hif lady, is®still
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staying with us. The doctor is a descendant of the
celebrated gentleman of that name, and has himself
practised in the palace and ‘among the nobility.”
These were not his only, or even his severest, trials:
for renewed efforts were made, by some envious mem-
bers of other religious denominations, to undermine his
extensive and benevolently used influence, by means of
charges reflecting on his character. Through this
ordcal, however, as well as all former ones, he passed
scatheless. Hc had no occasion to adopt any measures
himself in order to his vindication, other parties
stepped forward to relieve him of such responsibility,
and to doall which the necessity of the case required.
He had grace freely to forgive his accusers. *The
Lord grant unto them that they may find mercy of the
Lord in that day,” when thay shall meet the object of
their unhappy prejudice at the tribunal of Him who is
no respecter of persons!

The year 1844 is barren of intelligence, though we
cannot for a moment suppose that it was of labour,
His course hitherto had been one of unintermitting toil
—toil which, though it often oppressed him with
fatigue, was nevertheless his delight. Still, therefore,
with unswerving fidelity, he continued—

“To ghun delights, and live hborioun days,”

Hitherto tke darling theme of his ministry had heen
4 Christ and him crucified.” Advancing. years and,
multiplied trials had but rendered it nore dear to ‘his
own heart, and gzven force and pathos to it as it flowsd
from his tongue; censequently he was under .o
temptation to— '

« Conflort himself with ll‘;d! of verse

And sayings of philosephers,”*
L ' f

LTS
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and thus to trifle with the souls of men. It was his
high and constant concern to “ feed the flock of God
purchased with his own blood;” that thus he might
stand approved when the great Shepherd shall appear.

In the early part of the yoar following, he thus
briefly describes the circumstances in which he found
himself.

« Mount Carey, March 8, 1845

“1 am at present far from well, arismg from the repested and
fatigung journeys and anxious bweness rendered neacssary by the
cmbarrassed state of the mission. The ternfic and fatal épidemics
ot itwo years (scarlet fever and dysentery), followed by the
unparallaled drought of last year, have suddenly plunged us, not
only mto umversal, but overwheloung difficulties. Many of our
people have not had food for the support of their families, and
consequently could have but scanty means to furnsh the table of
their misdionary, The paymertt of intercst, or the reduction of debt,
has bén altogether out of the question. I have kad to provide for
my family on eredit, during the last yoar; and now the accounts
are coming in, to my great distress, as there is literally nothing m.
the coffer, and my credit and character wall not stand good always
without a httle cash.”

Of the state of spiritual matters in his stations, at
this period, we are furnished with a gratifying glimpse
in the following sentcnces, not from his own pen, but
from that of a brother missionary. “Many thanks for
your very kind and intexrcsting letter. Your account of
the meetings, and of the indications of good among the
young people, gave us much pleasure. May your
heart be gladdencd with tho precious fruit, which
thess buas and blossoms foretell. Btorms may beat
down somc blight and mildgw may destroy others;
but some will grow and mpen. How important is it
for young pcople to cherisly their early convictions !

gReligion, and religion alone, can make youth happy,
and old age honourable. But I will not$reach,”
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In connection with this, the final intimation of the
progress of the mission under his hands, we may here
give a bird's eye view of the gencral results of his
labours. This we are enabled to do, by quoting part
of a letter addressed to the comutitice; and furnished
by him, not from a feeling of boastfal exultation, but
as an argument why they should continue to cheer and
sustain him with such succour as they could command.
“When first I landed on this isle, you had not a
mission-station within a hundred miles of Montego
Bay. Now, contemplate the important scries com-
posing the westein union, Of these, Montogo Bay,
Salter’s Hill, Shortwood, Gurney's Mouut, Mount
Carey, and Rethel Hill have been the fruit of my
personal efforts. Falmouth, Rio Bueno, Savanna-la-
Mar, and Fuller's Ficld, reselted from my laboury in
conjunction with brother Mann. Lucea was *com-
menced by me; it was afterwards taken up by brother
Hudson. At Fletcher's Urove, I laboured from the
February of 1853. I commenced there with a con-
gregation of about three hundred : it augmented to an
average attendance of fromn twelve to fiftcen hundred.
In the fall of the same year a small church was furmed,
which, by successive additions, was increased to nearly
three hundred members lefore I left them, in August,
1836.” The biographer is informed, that he may add
‘Watford Hll to the number of those stations formed by
Mr. Burchell's unaided exertions; and Stewart Town
to the list in which Le speaks of labouring in connection
with that indefatigable missionary, Mr. Mann. Sub-
sequently to the passifigrof the Apprenticeship Act, he
instituted and sustained Ititish and infant schools at
Montego Bay and Mounts Carey; an infant school at
Bethel Town; and DBritish schools rat Shortwood,
Walford, and'other places.
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When we contemplate these fruits of piety, intelli-
genee, and devotedness, remembering at the same time
that they were realized in the brief period of little
more than twenty-two years, and in the face of
formidable and incdsanf ®pposition, we cannot but
wonder and admire. I{ would be difficult to estimate
the amount of dircct benefit and present happincss,
instrumentally conferred by the labours of the modest
yet contemned missionary on the objects of bis com-
passionate and self-denying regaid, in the, enlighten-
ment of their minds, the improvement of thewr social
habits, the elevation of their morals, and tHe purification
and solace of their hearts. But the influchee of his
minr try, in the case of thousands, as it tells on thg
soul, the noblc<t part of their bewng, will catend throngh
all the futuie, and deterinine the character of an
immd:tal existence.  And then, too, thgse * fruits” are
destined fo “1emain,” and beneficently to affect all
coming geneiations to the end of time; propagating
themselves, like the ipple 1ased by the falling of a
stonc on the bosom of a luhe, throughout an ever-
widening cirtle. Looking at them in this point of
view, his services in promution of the inteiests of evan-
gelical tauth, and of human improvement and happi-
ness, assume an aspect of sublime grandeur ; throwmg
into the shade the splendours of genius and the dis-
coveries of scicnce, the crimson-dyed horburs of the
hero and “the peculiar ireasure of kings:™ and, in
comparison of their reward,

* The laurels that & Cum: TgaDs are weeds ”
1t is true, that they wh8 composed his scveral and
numerous churches could lay no claim to the boasted

distinctions ariging out of the aristocracy of skin ; that,
for the most part, they were of a swaltby hue,%and,
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“for such a worthy cause,” the down-trodden victims
of avarice and cruelty. This, however, did but give
additional lustre to his labours and sufferings on their
behalf by demonstrating the disinterestedness of his
motives. )

“1f he hath, hidden the outcast, or led in
A ray of sunshme to the coll of sin,
If he bath lent
Strength to the weak, and, tn the bour of need,
Over the auflering, mindless of s croed
1 hue bath bent,

He has not Jived 1n vamn  and whilo he glves
TLE prage o Him in whom he moves and hives,
] With thankful heart
1~ gazes backward, and with hope before,
Knowing that from his works he ne ver more
Cun henceforth part.”

Fiom the p‘oint at which we have airived, the
shadows begin to thicken and to gather around the
servant of God. Ife had run a successful, and, for
the burning clime of Jamaica, a lengthened course,
but it was now drawing near to its termination, and
the interest attendant on the remaining portion of it is
altogether of a pensive kind.

A meeting of the Western Union had been held at
Mount Carey; and, in consequence of some business
remaining wafinished, it was adjourned to Tuesday and
Wednesday, the 11th and 12th of November, when
the brethren were,to meet at Ketterings  Mr. Burchell
repaired thither, to bear a part in the counsels and
services of the season! «But, alas! in the mysterious
providence of God, his dutids proved to be of a widely
different and more tryingckind. The following brief
communication to Mrs. Burchell will inform the reader
of the nature ¢f those duties.
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“ Kettering, Navember 14, 1845,

1 write to say that brother Knibb is very, very ill with fever,
and hss been 8o ever since the 12th, Drs. Carey and Anderson
are both here; and I do not intend to leave him before I see a
decided change.”

The fact is, that from Mr. Burchell’'s medical know-
ledge, combined with the affection he bore to his
afflicted brother, his presence at the bed-side soothed
the sufferer; and consequently he did not allow himself
{0 undress until the solemn crisis had passed. The
occurrence of that crisis he announced to Mrs. Bur-
chell in the following terms :—

¢ Novembers15, 1845,

“Qur dear hrother is gone ! gone to a better world! He Ileft
us at five minutes past ten this morning. Oh, the rapidity and®
strength of the disease! 1t was a giant contending with a giant !
But all is well : his end was peace! His precious remains will
be taken to Falmouth this cvening, and be iggerred to-morrow.
Esthranna is deeply affected by the circumstance ;—indeed, we are
all overwhelmed ! .

The sabbath came—it was a day of mourning. At
eleven o'clock the funeral procession moved to the
chapel ; where, after a scries of devotional services,
conducted by various brethren, “ Mr. Burchell preached
a short sermon, which did credit to his head and heart,
taking as his text the 4th verse of the 21st chapter of
Revelation. The reverend gentleman, and the greater
part of his hearers, were deeply affected Uuring the
delivérance of the discourse.”* It was arranged that
he should also pteach a funeral serman on the Thurs-
day following; but he was so overcome that he could
not fulfil the appointment.

After spending some few days with Mrs. Knibb, -
he returned home enfeebled®in body and dejected in
spirits. From %his time he can scarcely be said to

* Falmouth Post.
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have rallied again. The duties of executorship re-
called him to Falmouth soon after, but when there he
was scarcely able to attend (o any busincss., Ile was
feverish,* and at the same time unusually chilly; these
unpropitions symptoms being accompanied with fre-
quent vomiting of blood. ]

On the 24th of December he returned home. The
duy following being his birthday, he gathered his
deacons around him, and spent some timc in Clhaistian
intercourse with them; anmouncing his iutention fo
preach on the following Lord's day. 1Yor this, how-
ever, he proted inadequate.  On Monday morning he
sent for hus medical attendant, who pronounced him to
be in a very dangerous state, being ofill harasscd with
fever and vomiting of blood. Under the influence of
medicines, he appeared to jalty a little,  Subsequently,
howevcr, collapee occurred, and Dr. Spence gave‘'y as
his opinion that he could scarcely survive twenty-four
hours. But Ly means of wstrong stimulants he was
+again rouscd.

“ Perceiving my distress,” says Mis. Burchell, ¢ he
asked me what the doctor thought of him. I did not
conceal fiom him the truth. < Well," he said, * I hope
I am resigned to the will of my Ilcavenly Fatha,
whether for life or for death. T shall soon join dear
Knibb. We workod together in life, and our separa-
tion will bt but short: I hope we shall spend an cter-
nity together in heaven. Dut,” he added, ‘1 do not
feel very weak. , However, let me soe the deacons,
(they had been in kindly aitendance fiom the Lord’s

® ¢ My nckness was yellow fvvﬂ, bronght on by attendance on deir brothey
Kubb. I was with him mght and by, uatil he breathed s last 1 have
atténded many cases of yellow fever, and have been succcsful in recuvering
many persons from it, fn this mstdhee I think there must havo beon some
predisposing eause 1n my systew, else 1 do not think lwhould have sustsunsd
any 1geunvenjencobtom contact with it~ Lettey lo hus Urother, dated Murch
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day previous;) and send for dear Esthranne, (who was
then on a visit at Jericho,) and brethren Dendy and
Abbott, and any other friends you may think proper.’
The doctor being consulted on the propriety of his
seeing the deacons, consgrted to the proposal. They
were then s % intg his chamber; but oh! such a
scene as tha th followed, I never before witnessed.
They sutfounded Lis bed, and 1 supported his hecad
while he spoke to them; this he did in the most
affecting manner, telling them that, ¢ as he was in the
immediate prospect of death, so he hoped -he was
ready for the.great change, resting alone bn the atone-
ment of Christ.” Ie then directed them to’a crucified
Redeemer; exhorted them to perseverance in the wayg
ofsgodliness, and to fidelity ter the trust committed to
them; and added, that she hoped their blood would
not Be required at his hands, as he had endeavoured to
be faithful to them.” One of the deacons was so over-
come, that he had to be tuken from the room ; the dear
sufferer, however, continued to talk and admenish for
more than an hour. On the arrival of some brethren,
he proceeded to arrange his temporal affairs, with a
surprising degree of firmness. Ksthranna arrived early
next morning. He had been anxious, lest he should
not see her again; but, as he gazed upon her, he
became perfectly tranqml only looking forward to the
hour of departure.”

That hour was not immediately at hand. He was
yet to glorify Gvd by suffering and yubmission, as he
had already done by active service; and to visit once
-more the land of_his fathers.

The disease under which®he had suffered was yellow
fover in its most malignant form, it having assumed a -
putrid character when the relapse set m. His escape
from death was regarded by the medical faculty? as
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well as by friends, little less than miraculous; the
former attributing it, not so much to anything peculiur
in their trcatment, as to the perfect tranquillity of his
mind under the influence of religion.*

Iaving recovered, by slow degret s, sufficient stiength
to enable him to take a little cacreise, Dr. Spence
strongly urged on him a voyage to Fngland. Such,
however, was his atfachment to his work and people,
that it was with the utmost difficulty he could be pre-
vailed upon to leave them; and it was not until Mrs,
Burchell had consented to 1emain behind, to care for
the stations, 'that he yielded.

On the 15th of February he adminictered the Lord's
aupper at Bethel Town, when he tuok a mnost affec-
tionate farewell of his flock, with the full expectation
of returning to them again. *On the following day he
left Mount Carcy, designing to reach Kingstdn by
short and casy stages. The first evening he spent
at Montego Bay, and refreshed himself by 1enewed,
though temporary intercourse with some of his old
and still endeared friends. Thence he proceeded to
Kettering and Calabar, to 8t. Aun's Bay, Mouneagne,
and Jericho. At this lust-mentioncd place he spent
the Lord’s day; and, though unable to preach, he
addiessed a fcw words to the chureh, at the close of
the Lotd’s supper. The next morning, having parted
with Mrs. .Burchcll, he 1esumed his journsy to Kings.
ton, accompanied by Mr. Hewett, who saw him on
board the steamapacket Clyde, and lef? him in tolerable
spirits.  Of the events and progress of his voyage, we
are furnished with a %rief sketch by his own pen.
We extract the following from letters addiessed to his
wife and daughter. '

#(The writer hijs ben informed i e 1n only the second well suthen-

tidated caso of recovery from the putrid state of yellow fover in Jamaics,
dunng & period of ono Lundred atd thirty yoars. * .
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TG MRS, BURCHELL.

“ 8t Thomas's, Sunduy morning, March 1, 184G.

“ We arrived and anchored in this port last night, at nine o'clock,
after a very unpleasany pn%uf,m: head-winds all the way—this of
course wns to be expected, 1 suffered much fiom sea sickness.
On Tuesday 1 threw up a ®earful guantity of blood, but not so
much since ; this morning I was very ill,  Since Monday I have
not eaten four ounces of fond ; and a steumer is anything but a
desiruble place for a sick pason. 1 do not think | am by am
means sn well, or so strong, as when 1 left Jamaica, Our passen-
Jers, thus far, have proved to be intelligent and agrecible men ¢
two militiry officers, a gentleman who has travelled the world over,
Mpr. Fosters, (n Wesleyan missionary who leaves us here.) &c., &c.
I have not heurd an oath since 1 Iave been on board.

« Tweloe o’cloch . —The steamer Lorth is just arrived ; we take
her English passengers, and she will take our island pusviengers.
It is most likely this letter will come by her, We are to tail for
Southawpton to-morrow at ene o’clock,

% Monday marning, March 2.- T find that every worning I have
a recurrence of sickness, and that on all such oceasions 1 throw up
blood. Althoush our vessel is"nov at anchor and very guict, still
1t came on this morning aw usual. Dy the time this reaches you,
wo expect to ho near Knrland ; as we <hall be due at Southampton
on the 21st or 22nd inst. T more than ever wish 1 was on my way
back, rather thanrbound for Lngland. Y esterdny I was with you in
wpirit al Shortwood, and only regretied beiug o far oft' in body. [
feel very anxious about the churcher; but it is a consolation to
know that e lives, and is present with them, who purchased them
by his precious blood ; and he will eare for his own.  May they be
preserved in poace ! Remember e very kindly & all hy nawe,
angd urge on then to be much in prayer. May a preseming God
watch over you—ypa, over us all1”

TO HIS DAI)GI:!.TEB.

« London, April 6, 1846.
a1t is a great pleasnre to me to eit down, and write a few lines
to you. It brings you before e, and I love to think of you.
Epiatolary chit-ghat secms, also, to place me in gloser ptoxllgity to
yor. You will, I know, be bappy to see thut I'am able to Write a
B2
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{ew lines. .Yes, my dear child, through much mercy I am im-
proving & little ; and proposc, therefore, to embrace every opporti~
nity 1 can to prepare a letter against the next packet day, that so
you may not have to complain of neulevt,

“1 will now give yon u short account of vur pussage from St.
Thomas’s. At twelve o'clock on*Monday, the 2nd of Mareh, wo
weighed anchor ; and, as we left por, passed three vessels which
were going in in distress—dismasted ind all but wrecks, such had
heen the geverity of the weather at sea. 1 had hoped that now I
should hegin to improve in health, but the next day T was down
aznin, The wind was against us alb the way to England, but we
had no very severe blowing, so that we prorecded steadily on by
means of steam,  On Saturday the 11th, ubont noon, we reached
Fayall, a Portugnese town, and capital of one of the Azore mlands;
here we lay to for four homs and a half, and landed tho moils,
The Peak of Frio was on one side of us. The 1sland of Frio in
dhout ten miles distant (rom Tuyall, and looks very lovely. The
Peak iy o very lofty hill, rising abruptly out of the sea to an elevr-
tion of eight thousand feet above itsdevel 5 from its sumnmit springs
the Peak, somewhat in the forn of a cone : the appearhnee fs very
singular. By mcans of the glass we were able to discern the snow
and ice, with which it is partially elothed. The island on which
Fayall 1 situated, is volcanic; we passed near an exhausted cmtor.
The lund is finely eultivated, and the small fields irto which it is
divided are heautifully laxd out. There are two or three catholic
chapels, a cathedral, convent, &e., in the town and neighbourhoad.
Before leaving we took on hoard the captain and erew of a brig,
which sailed fiom Kingston on the 20th of Junuary, and was
wrecked on the 28th of February, when a female passenger and
two scamen perished. Several vessels were lying at Fayall in
distress.

“QOn Friday the 20th at four o'clock, r.at., we made land—the
seilly Isles, which lie about sixty miles from the Lizard, the part of
the English coast uspally seen first. We paseod the Lizard lights
ahout midnight, and in the morning ran up the channel in fine style,
corafng to anchor in Southampton water at three o’clock, p.u.; we
did pot land, however, until eight ¢’clock. The coast up the channel
wascovered with snow.”

Mr: Burchell was twenty-six days en the water, a
sev€re sufferdr dring the whole time, and painfully
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foeling the need of some Christian relative who could
sympathize with bim in his seasons of weakness, and
cheer him in the hour of sorrow. Never did he pass a
period of twenty-four hours, during the whole voyage,
without throwing up more’or less of blood; and often,
on awaking from slecp jn the morning, was horrified to
find his pillow and bed linen besmeared with gore.
which had been unconsciously discharged from the
mouth during the night. Indeed, no one on board
supposed he would live to reach port. :

The first day spent ashore at Southamptor was the
Lord’s day, during which he was confincd to the hotel
The following morning he left by train for London.
and on arriving there sought a home af the rcsidenec
of Mr. M. Moore. He at once put himself under the
medical care of E. Smlth, Iisq. Billiter Square, wh.
kindly sympathized with him, but candidly stated that.
although his case was not entircly hopeless, it wac
nevertheless very desperate, Before the week closed.
he was so much worse that Mr. Smith called in Dr.
Darling to share his responsibility.  After having been
subjected to some severe processes, hig symptoms be-
came a little mnore favowable.

In the early part of April, Mr. Burchell was able to
resuthe his pen, and to wiite a few lines each day.
Those records, addressed to his wife and daughter,
indicate a sercnc state of mind, and devoui submission
to the divine will, together with a grateful sensc of the
mercics be enjoyed. The following entrics occur in a
letter to Mrs. Burchell,

“ April 1st.~Little did 1 exbect, when 1 left Mount Capey, to
be 6o ill, ur to nced your presencg and hindly attentions so much.
And I need not sgy how much I have felt your absence, But all
is wisely permitted, and ordcred for the best. Mga snd Mrs. Jloore
show me every attention which kindness can dictate. In this respect
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I have much to he thankful for, and it will be a comfort to you
to be aware of it,

“ April 6th. Yesterdny I emjoyed an agrecable sabbath in my
charober. The word of the Lord was very precious to me; and
two sermous which I read were profitable, | I T am privileged to
realize spiritual life and vigour, as well a8 tu recover bodily health,
1 shall be able to say, * It was gr0d for me to bhe affficted!” The
sick chamber does not prove to be a prison-house to mo; ‘I am
aot alone,’ And earncstly do T linpe that you and ury very dem
cinfd will not be left *alone;” hut that gou will be privileged to
enjoy the pro-ence ot our Father, Savionr, and Cemforter.”

From The entries similarly addressed to his daughter.
we extract the following two.

o uprd 12th.~¥o-day w8 the sabbath.  May you, my very dear
child, be ¢in the Spust on the Lord's dav,’and be favomed to enjoy
much o) the divine presence!  Ohl¢dive near to God bv prayer.
Read hes holy word In seeict, and ® th saiousness,  Suek te he
taught o1 the Lonl” that you may undemstand anc recd on his
word ; then 3t will piove to bhe *thy word of cternal iife* to your
precows sal, ¢ Sears b the scptonds * daily, and yon wul find them
become “sncetrr than honcy and the honey comb,”  Search your
self froquently, that you way know yow own heart, and that you
may not he decarved with the form of godlmese in the absence of
its power. My very dear anl, T feel more and miore anxijous about
you now thut we are far separateds  Let ns hoth be in earnest, 1z
seeking preparat.on for that happy world where there is mo more
fin, no nore night, no more separation, no more death,

“ dpril Nth —Your note, although short, is very weleome, The
very sight of ybur handwating was truly refreshing to me; I have
read the note again and again ; it seems to bring vou into mearer
cobtact w.th me.  Oh how delighted shall T be, when able to go on
boerd 1 order to return home! [ love England ; and, were I well,
should enjoy it much ; bt uq}l, I Jove home more, yca, much more.
Yet, in this world we shall hfive §O ¢ certain Jwelling-place. A
bette # home, however, is in reserve for the people of God, where
all the family shall meet to enjoythe rest prepared by our heaveply
Father. Mgy each of us be abie to say,

«t Thiu ig the heaven 1 Jong to kadw ,
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And to add,—
"¢ For this with patience I would wait,”

Aund now, my dear child, be very kind and attetrtive to your beloved
mother ; 1 my abs nee, you must be her comfort and stay. Adien,
my dear daughtcr!  THht the Jeord may bless you, 18 the earnest
dese and prayer of yom ¢ or *and very affectionate father.”

On the 2nd of Apnl, Mr. Burchell addressed a brief
nole to his brother, in the same devout strain. “On
Monday evening I had the pleasure of seeing your
elder son. Till then, T was not aware of thé¢ sad cxtent
vt your domestic trials and bercavements. Your dear
wife and sclf have, indeed, had a fiery ordgal to pass
through ; and a mercy it is that you have been sustained
amidst all.  May you continue to have grace given ae-
cording to your day' Tmly is it said, ‘In the world
ye shall have fubulahon ’ but happily it is nddeds ¢ in
me yo shall have peace” Woell, dear brother, we have
both had a share of the one, and can both testify to the
truth of the other. Oh that our trials and mercies may
be equally sanctified; and in the end we shall say, ¢ He
hath done all thimgs well!””

As he could no longer preach to his beloved and
never forgotten people, he devoted part of a Lord's
day in writing a letter to thom. It is a touching
memoiial of pastoral affection rising superior to per-
sonal inflrmity and oppressive weaknessy and in it,
“he being dead yet speaketh.,” It is as follows,

“T0 THE DEACONS AND MFMBFRS OF THE'CHURCHNS AT MOUNY
CAREY, STORTWOOD, NFIHEL mw:«, AND WAIFORD HILL.

% VERY DRAR BRLIARPN mn.‘stmm N Crrmsr—Ghace be with
a&:nd peace, from God the Father and from the Jesus

“T!.\ough very Yar separated from you in bvd;. yet am I prespnt
with you in spint, especially t-day, which is %-Lord' dny.® Many
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and fervent are my prayers to God, on your behalf, that you may
be crowned with his blessing ; and that you may enjoy his presencu
as you assemble together for prayer and mutual edification, as most
probably will be the case at the very hour [ am wiiting. Happ)
should I be, were I now with you; and happy shall T be, as the
time approaches when T mray be ‘permittell to embark, to return
among you. You are all very near and dear to my heutt, and great
is my anxiety for your welfayo. My Constant ¢ prayer to God for
you is, that you may be saved!’

% Smee leaving you, 1 have not only had to pass over the waters
of the mighty deep, but I have buen called to pass through the
deop waters of aflhction, But I have not heen forsaken of the
Lord ; he bas been with me, aceording to his promise; and I am
still spared, the monument of his mercyv. Oh! for grace to love him,
to scrve him, to praise hini. Durmg my voyage, 1 was very ill ; and
10 one on board thought 1 should e to witness 18 close. The
sécond day after my arrnval in this place, [ was laid upon my bed,
and had to call in medical aid ; none who attended on me thought
it pogsible for me to recover. KEver #nce have I heen confined to
my bed and room, until within the last two daye. 1 am stall, how-
ever, a prisoncr in the sick chaniber ; and in that chamber I am
writing this Jetter to you. I am however hetter, and feel to be
improvfng daily, though hut slowly. Still, T hope my recoyery will,
as a consequence, be 8) much the more perfect and lasting. I have
the very best medical attendants, and their attention is unremitting.
They ate Christian gentlenien, and use their utmost skill for your
sakes.

“ And now, dear brethren, let me exhort you to be much and
fervent in prayer. You have every encouragement to persevere,
(iod has heard you; yes, and answered you. Pray for me; }
esteem and v;}lue your prayers. Pray for yourselves and onc
another; and I will pray for you, that you may livé neur to God
and cnjoy much of God. Pray for Zion; ¢they shall prosper that
love her.” Seek the grosperity of Zion m every possible way, not
¢ counting your lives dear to you’ in companson with her welfare.
Be kind one to anpther, and ‘Jet brotherly love continue’ among
you. '“Seek peace, and pussue itg’ forbearing one with another,
and forgiving one another in love, for Christ’s sake. Guard against
the gleat enemy of souls, that I8 do not get in, and create envy
and stfife among you. ¢ Watch and pray,” my véry dear brethren,
¢ that fou enter not into temptation.” Should you allow the advers
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sary of souls to cffect an entrance among you, God will be dis-
honoured ; your own souls will be ¢pierced through with many
sorrows ;° the church will be filled and distracted with confusion ;
and peace, affoction, and soul-prasperity will fly away. Let the
young be careful of the happiness of the aged, and not despisc
them. Let the sirong e mindful of the weak, and not neglect
them, Let those in prosperity sympathize with ¢ those who suffer
adversity,’ and not forsake t8cmn. Lgt the healthy be attontive to
the afflicted, and comnfort them, ministering to their necossities,
Thus, “hear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ.’

“ And now, dear fricnds, 1 must conclude ; still .requesting an
interest in your prayers. May the Lord be with you alld  Such i
the carnest desire and prayer of, »

“ Yours very aftectionately and faithfully
In the gospel of the Lord Jesus,
“ THoMAS BURCHELL

% London, Lord's day, Aprid 12, 1846.”

L]

Fer some few days after this, Mr. Burchell continued
apparently to improve a little, so as to be able to leave
the house, and walk the lgngth of three or four streets.
These rambles were benevolently turned to account on
behalf of his flock, by the purchase of surgical instru-
ments and a variely of medical apparatus, in the use ot
which he hoped to mitigate their physical sufferings,
and otherwisc to promotc their comfort. About the
same time a little incident occurred on the other side
of the Atlantic, which was regarded by some of the
ohjects of his solicitude as an cvil auguryeof the iwac
of his affliction—an intimation that he would never be
permitted to exert his skill for their bencfit again
From the prevalence of destructive insects in Jamaica,
which ofien effect an entren® into premises anc
commit great ravages bfore their presence is su«-
pected, it is found nccessaryyto examine the condition
of a library every now and then. One day Mrs.
Burghell was attending to this importanf duty. assisted

85
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by the servants; and, on taking down the volumes
from a certain shelf, it was found that the duck ants
(Termites arborum) had selected one of them for
their prey, and had completely destroyed its contents.
On cxamining the fragmontnry title pago, it was
ascerfained to bo the *London Dispeusary.” The
discovery awakened the deepest concern in the negro
mind ; and was at once interpreted, by the people, into
an omen that their missionary practitioner would neves
return, and require the assistance of his book again.

‘When, sufficiently recovered, Mr. Burchell was
kindly invitedeby Mr. and Mrs. Kitson to spend a few
days with them at Brixton. He accepted the invitation
with a grateful heart, and derived much pleasure from
intercourse with friends who had been long and justly
endeared to him. During hjs stay, he oceasionally
conducted the service at family worship. Having one
moning read a portion of sciiptuwic, he proceeded
to make a few observations on it, cxpatiating on
filial submissiog to he divine will under the afflictions
and trials of life. This he did with such a blending of
the tender and fervent, that the hearts of all present
were melted.

On the 22nd it was the happiness of the biographer
to meet his brother at Mr. Moore's, after a separation
of twelve years. But oh, the ravages which labour,
anxiety, and discase had wrought during that period!
He felt it difficult to recognize, in the strangely tinted
and altered countcpance, the features which were once
so familiar. It was only as they were severally and
carcfully scanned durirs ¢he next hour, that they were
fully identified. After much and intercsting conversa.
tion, he said, “ Well, my gear brother, you have now
had considerable experience of missionary life ; of its
labonrs and sotrows, as well as its triumphs and joys,
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Should you be restored to health, what think ‘yéu of
going back to fresh {oils and difficulties ?”” Drawing
himself up with indescribable dignity, with a cheerful
countenance the invalid replied, “ Daring many long
yoars, ‘for me {o 4ivd has beon Christ’ I know no
higher, and indeed no other, object worth living for.
And | know what, in"such case, the result will be—
‘to dic is gain !

In the course of the ensuing scventeen days, the
long absent one had the pleasure of frequent interviews
with his beloved mother, and other membeus of the
family On one occasion they all met him at M.
Moore’s; on another ho accompanied thent in a trip to
Windsor, and much enjoyed the day.* At length the
biographer was obliged to return, at the call of duty,
into Tancashire; but left Mrs, Burchell and daughter
in Tondon, with the agrecment that, Providence
permitting, the missionary should accompany them to
Rochdale, on Friday the 45th of May. The sovercign
and all-wise Disposer of events had, however, ordered
otherwise

On Saturday, the 9th of May, not fecling yuite 8¢
well us he had been, Mr. Burchell went into town to
sec Mr. Smith, by whom he was requested to resume
his residence at Mr. Moote’s, that he might be able to
visit him every day. He finally left Brixton on Lord's
day morning, and took up his abode at ®ueen Street
Place. Feeling great lassitude, he retired to rest early
in the eveniag of that day. When Mr. Moore

% Ap an fliustration of the respect hig (hareter commanded i Jamysta,
the uprejudied, uotwithstapding all the opprebmum sttaching to
m‘wtu and & misalonary, it may be sthted that, whils 18 Windsor,
Beafibl & military oficm of lugh rank,ghen in attendatce on the oofirt, whe
imoabdistely recoguiged blm After & kindly greeting, the offoer inquired
whether he had viated the Virginia Water , and offered {0 place his
wartiage st hia disposal, if he would ke to it that beskttifal spot.
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returned from public worship in New Park Streot, he
kindly visited his room, and gave a brief outline of the
sermon he had just heard, founded on the scripture, 1
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of
thine espousals, when thouewenttcst after me in the
wilderness, in a land that was'not sown.” Jeremiah ii,
2. “As T repeated the remarks of my pastor, (says
Mr. Moore,) and especially as they described the
condescension of our heavenly Father, in noticing as
‘kindness’ towards himeclf our attention to Christian
dutics, such as reading the word, prayer. attendance on
divine ordinances, zealous endcavour: to promnte the
Redecmer's cause, &c., our dear friend entered into the
spirit of the subject and became quite animated,
‘concluding by saying, * This is a new and encouraging
view of the subject, that thg Lord should thus be
pleased to notice the kindness of our youth, and: the
love of our espousyls’ ™

He visited Mr. Smith in the coarsc of Monday ; and
again on Tuesdgy morning. On retiuning from Billitey
Square on the lattcr occasion, he felt so oppressed with
feebleness and dejection, that he retired at onee to s
bed-room.  The following day he appeared much
worse; and the symptoms of deeply scated discasc.
which had been in abeyance for a while, developed
themselves in great virulence, The stomach 1cfused all
solids, and s again vomited a considerable quantity of
blood. In the course of the day, his friend Dr. Cox
again visited him, and, in u lengthened conversation,
found him in a peaceful frame of mind.

On Thursday morning, the unfavowable symptoms
were augmented in force¢ and number; including
partial stupor, rolling of the eyes, and confusion in the
mind. His relatives were immediately summoned
aroupd him, and in his circumstances discerned ample
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rcason for anticipating a fafal result. About eight
o'clock in the cvening, Rev. J. Angus, seerctary of the
society, called to scc him, and found him quitc sensible,
but listless and lethargic  “ After a little conversation
on matters of business, (Mr Angus writes,) I offered to
engage in prayer; he gladly consented. During the
exewcise he appeared” much affected, and sobbed
1cpeatedly, joining in the petitions fiom time to time. '
After I had closed, hie buried his face for a moment in
his hands, and then said with deep feeling, ¢ It's all
well; 1 know it’s all well! T chould have ; . . But
no! it’s all well." On my saying that, painful as it was
that this illness should visit him when far away from
his family, still ¢ was not theit guaidian and comforter,
but they were under (tod's guardianship, he assented ¢
and repeated, ¢ Oh yes ! and it’s all well.” 1 then asked
hine, if the gospel he had preached to others was still
his suppori, and it Christ was precious o lum? < He
is precious,” was his teply; ‘and I can trust him. 1
feel that I can tiust him.” T then said, * You fecl that
the mercy which has sent a Saviour, is equalled by the
werey which has led you to tiust him?  lle paused a
moment—his lip quivercd with strong fecling—and all
1 heard was, * He made me . . . I ean frust him,” 1
then asked if there were any matters of business to
which I could attend . he said, he thought not, but that
if anything occuried to his mind he would mention it
in the morning, wnen I had promisca to call agam.’
At a late heur, the same evening, his sister-in-law,
whom he was to have accompanied into Lancashire
the following day, was abogt*to retirc; on which he
said, “Tell my biother i? is all well! 1 desire to be
as clay in the hands of the potter, whether for life or
for death.” «Soon after this, Mrs. Moore, who had
been exceedingly kind and essiduous id her attemtions,
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observed fo him-—‘What a puivilege it is for the
Chryistian {o be able, in the time of affliction, to say
with Job, ‘I know that my Redecmer liveth !'” His
countenance immediately brightened up, and he 1e.
plied with animation, “ Yes it is @ privilege indeed.
And I can say that too!” ']‘hcn, recollecting himself,
he added, “ That was the last text 1 preached from in
Jamaica; and I cnjoyed it so much!™ Such were the
converse, scntiments, and emotions, with which he
meekly, yet unshrinkingly and persistively, descended
into “ the valley of the shadow of denth.”

Abodt twos o'clock the next moming, o decided
aggravation'of diseasc set in. 'When Mr. Moore went
mto his room, a few hows after, he thought him te
be dying, and immediately sent for Mr, Smith, who
despatched a messenger to Dr, Dailing, requesting an
interview for the purpose of consulfation. Stringent
measures were adopted, though with a «lender hupe of
postponing the catastiophe. .

Perceiving thut the stufe was diawing to a closc,
Mr. Moore said, “I hope the Lord's piesence is with
you.” He gave a faint, but uncquivocal assent. It
was added, “ Do tell me, my dcar friend, if Jesus is
precious to you.” e made an cffort to answer, but
was unable fo articulate moie than, “Oh . ”
“There can be no question,” says Mr. Moozey  from
his usual mtde of answering in such cases, and the
expression his lips assumed, that if he could have
completed the resppnse, it would have lscen, * Oh yes!
he is very precious!’”

After this he sank intb« state of entire unconscious-
ness, in which he rcmaindd until iwa o'tleck the
following morning, when he,gently drew his last breath ;
and His spirit, breaking away from its mortal tonement,
 entéred into the joy of his Lord.”
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“We saw him,” writes Dr, Cox, “almgst in the
grasp of death, He united in audible and fervent
1esponses to the exerciss of devotion; and his happy
spirit seemed like the bird of cvening winging its way,
amidst the gathermg shadews, homeward to its resting
place.” But his dymg‘ chamber was not a ecene of
“shadows” only. His eye discerned the kindling
beams of heavenly glory, to which he felt himself
approaching. Heze did prospects, such as earth never
saw, break on his wondering view, and, allure him
onward. Here he was born again, not intd a, weeping
and dying life, but into one that knowss no tears and
no death. Here, not in the weakness and ignorance of
infancy, but m manhood’s intclligence and strerigth, he
began to be immortal.

% Ay Ilik ALOL 19 GREEN m'n WELL LIKING TILL THE LAST, BEST

SUMVER Ol IFS AGE,

AND THEN HANGFIH OUT ITS GULDEN BELLS, TO MINGLE GLORY
WILH (ORRUPTION §

A8 1HI MELIOR IRAVFLLEIH IN SPLENDOUR, BUT BURSTRTH IN
DAZZLING LIGHT,

SUOH 18 [HE RND OF FHL RIGIHILOUS—TIHEIR DEATH I THE 5UN AT
1% SEITING !
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CHAPTER XVI.

MR. BURCHELL’S CHARACTER.

v

“ Heaven doth with us as we with torches do ,
Not‘ light them for themselves ; for if onr virtues
Did not go forth of us, ‘twere all alike
‘As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely toucbed
Bnt to fine jssuee.”

FeariNG lest fraternal affecuon should unconsclously
throw an undue colouring over the portrait, it was.not
the biographer’s intention to dclineate the character of
the deceased beyond the development of it in the fore-
going narrative. Others, however, have kindly done
that which he could not have trusted himself to do.
And the reader will doubtlessly be gratified with the
following pen and ink miniature sketches of the mis-’
sionary, taken from different points of view, but both.
by competent hands—the first by an eminent member
of the committee, the second by a devoted fellow’
1abourer.

% Mr. Burchell was less possessed of shining thiln of solid qualities.
His piéty was u deep v.—ell-spnng in the heart—& spring of ¢ living'

water,” that flowed forth in streams of most blessed influence;
throughout his whole being. « His character, like his pemon, was
strongly formed ; sterling sense and enbending integrity were among -
his dmhngmshmg features. Although he sometimes 'encountered ;
severe “disappointment, nothmg cBuld inducé him to swerve from:
‘the defermined resqlve to do the greatest good, and to keep.on his'
“way oftholy labour*for Christ, He had the keonest sense of 3
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damng w others, and a perfect sympathy with the sufferings of his
hrethren. e had gicat determination and resoluteness; and the
love of souls was hhe a swoet and heavenly light thrown over all
the sterner virtues of his chatacter. Let the memory of such a
muw be precious!  He ought to be honoured. | 1le must be missed.
e was truly a ¢ cedar ia Lebanon, ' *

“1 have ever regarded (and”do so now more than ever) our dear
\Mr. Burchell, a» one of the®fist of missonarics, Few have been
permutted to labour so many years; and perhups none so success-
tully as he. It is now morc than twenty-two ycars since he landed
on this wland. Then ncarly or quite the whole of the western part
of it was 1 heathenish darkness ; but he labowed with apostolic
real and enery to dwpel that darkness, and to raiso the poor down-
tiodden slave to hight and Lberty. How many statipns did he form!
What vast multitudes, from Savanna-la-Mar to Falgouth, heard
the gospel from his lips!  Hundreds, who had ¢ washed their robes
and made them wlute in the blood of the Lamb,’ and had takew
their places before the thrune, were veady to welcome hun as the
instrument of their salvation, yAnd there, too, our sainted brother
Kuib® would greet his fellow labourer and fellow sufferer, who has
<o soon followed him from this world of sin and sorrow to that of
holiness and bhss."-r

The truthfolness of these sketches is happily con-
firmcd, and their brief outline well filled up by the
foliowing full-length portraiture, furnished by the
talented author of * Jamaica,—its Past and Present
State,” the carly and faithful friend of the deccased.
the Rev. J. M. Phillippo of Spanish Town,

* Situated at the distance of about one hundred and
{wenty miles apart,—the difficulties as %ell as the
expense of tiavelling being so formidable, and our
cngagemenis pbesessing such incesgant claims upon
our time and efforts,—some months elapsed before we
met in Jamaica; and from thaf® time to the period of
his removal, my personal ifitercourse with my departed

# Dr. Cox, in tho * Patriot ” of May 1, 1846.
t Letter of condolénce to Mrs, Burchell, from Rev. John Clark of Brown's

Town, deted Juno 10th, 1846,
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friend and brother, owing 1o similar causes, was neccs-
sarily unfrequent and ef short duration. Though,
however, we saw each other only at intervals, seldom
perhaps more than oncc a year, we continued our
cpistolary correspondence, #nd toek a lively interest
in cach other's woik and welfaze, At the same time,
independently of these opportunitics, I had other means
of acquainting mysclf with his chatacter and diligence,
his trials and successes.

¢ Perseveringly laborious, ardent, and devoted. he
fully justificd the expectations of which his incipient
carcer had given promise, and was eminently successful
a8 a missionary., But, although on this account his
 consolations abounded,’ his trials abounded also, Nor
were they of an oudinary kind, Those whom God
dosigns specially to honour, by usually prepares for it
by severe discipline. 1lis <uiltrings, (fon they deserved
this designation in an cwinent défice,) dwming the
several important cvents ot his history, bat particularly
during that of the insurrection wlich was the great ern
of his life, were those of a martyr for the tiuth; ex-
cmplifying the same spirit of paticnt 10signation and
humble confidence in God which distinguished the
martyrs and confescors of a foumer age.

*On his return to the scene of his labours, he applied
himself with rencwed cnergy and devotion to his work.
At the samt time he cxemplified so minch forbearance
towards his former cnemies, as well as « o much wisdom,
and prudence, and picty, as not only con.iliated many of
those who once *thirsted for his blood,’ but so as to
constrain them to feel wnd to acknowledge regret -af
their former conduct towards him.

“An interval of two gr three years had elapsed
when I met him at our union held at Kettering,
+184#4; he then appearcd in delicatc health epd,
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almost exhausted spirits, exhibiting a fecblencss of gait,
and a sallowness of aspect, that plainly told of the
existence of some insidious interpal disease. He was,
however, as much as ever interested in the welfare of
the mis«ion, and applied torthe business that called us
together with his accusﬁ:med cnergy and zeal. The
following year found us associated in the same place,
and engaged in the same important affairs—the melan-
choly period when death laid prostrate the manly form
of Knibb. Mr. Burchell attended upon hi.@ with all
the anxiety and solicitude of ¢a brother beldved, and
felt greatly unnerved and distressed at the apprehen-
sions that were awakened as {o the fatal tbrmination
of the discase that thus laid his friend and fellow
labourer low, and which thus might suspend the
friendship that had bouryl them together almost indis-
solubly for years, a fricndship that had been so riveted
by mutual adversity and peril. Little, however, did 1
think, when I thus saw bim watching by the bedside
of his ¢companion in {nbulation’ and {riumph, and
heard of his standing over the grave when it closed
for ever over all that was mortal of William Knibb,
that he would so soon be united to his associate in the
close and holy fellowship they now enjoy.

* A wery scrious illness, the 1esult, doubtless, of the
chronic disease to which I have alicady alluded, facilita-
ted by this painful bereavement, soon fdtlowed this
mournful event,aad on his partial recoveryhe announced
tome in a kind #nd sympathizing letteg, his design (from
urgent advice of his medical friends) to return home
for a few montps, as the only brobable means of his
entire rostoration. He arfived at Spanish Town for
the purpose of embarkation,by the packet at the time
appointed, wheh, after an interview tha{ renewed and
#yengthened the friendship that had solong subdsted
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between us, myself and brother Hewett (the latter now
his successor at his stations and the husband of his
only daughter) accompanied him to the ship and bade
him as it proved a last farewell. He looked ill, but
scemed not to be aware of the ‘existence of latent
malady ; he was at the same time checrful, and, as 1
thought, unusually free from anxiety and earc. IHe
was however the subject of great seriousness, and
spoke aund acted like a man who had profited by his
afflictions, snd was fast ripening for immortality.

“I reccived two or three kind and sympathizing
letters from %im, soon after his drrival in England,
expressive“of his deep interest in my welfare, and of
that of the church under my pastoral care. One of
them, I believe, was the last he ever wrote; and I was
flattered by the prospect ofy his steady progress to
recovery ; indulging, indeed, in that pleasing vision
when 1 heard the sudden announcement of his death.

“ It will not be necessary for me to pursue this brief
historical outline, if such it may be called, by any
additional paiticuluts more immediately illu-trative of
the life and character of my departed fiicnd. I cannot,
however, forbear a rapid glance at some circumstances
respecting them which arc the result of my own
personal knowledge and observation; and which,
though they will not add to the knowledge of his
biographer,'may yet ratify and confirm his opinions.

¢ In stature, Mr. Burchell, if not 1#ll, was above the
middle height, of manly appearance %nd form, with
considerable vigour of frame, and altogether of com.
manding exterior. R disposition .was mild and
amiable, but he was nervous in his temperament and
retiting in his habits,~his virtues, howecver, were
ncither alloyed by austerity, nor allied to weakness;
thus* displuyinjz » beautiful combination of apparently
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opposite qualities in the same individual, The law of
kindncss was upon his lips, the natural offspring of a
kind and generous heart. Though not ficc from
occasional hastiness or fretfulness of temper, he was
never morose ; and shough sometimes chargeable with
errors of judgment, he %as scldom dogmatial. No
one was more willing o heal the wounds he might
have incautiously inflicted, or more frank and generous
in lis terms of reconeiliation 1o thoee to whom he had
thus occasioned pain or injury. Ile was eminently
pious, benevolent, and humble. A good n%.uJ full of
the Holy (rhost and of faith, Ie not qnly did good,
but he did it with tendeiness e was bemevolent in
little things, as well as in geat ones; in manner as
in substance. Ile wa< humble, but lus humtl\(y
displayed itself less in h.ls words than in his behaviour
and sictions Tl natmal diflidence, which <ometiies
showed itself on particular puhhe gecasions, has oflen
been mistaken for hauteyr, or for indificrence to the
objects for which his efloits werq desired; than which
nothing could be farther from the reality.

+Like Marcus (hassus, he made no scrnple of
confessing that, when beginnmng 1o speak before great
and intelligent assemblies, he frequently turned pale—
was discomforicd in mind and tiembled in every limb.
To platform engagements, especially, he scems to have
had an alinost nstinctive repugnance; and hence the
difficulty that oftgn occurred in Jamaica, as in England,
in securing hig advocacy on such ogcasions ; and this
aversion increased, during the latter years of his life,
with the progress of his digesc, as well as by his
harassing and distressing chres.

“He sought retirement because he loved it for its
oyn sake, as avell as for the congenial advantages it
¢sidoured ; —it was his clement. Nothing but gtern
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necessity—the rigid consciousncss of duty to (God and
his fellow creafures—ever drew him forth {o absolute
antagonism with men or mcaswes. It was this con-
sciousness, and this only, incieased by the sympathics
of his own bencvolent natme, that aroused him to
action against oppression, and nerved him in his efforls
for the slave; and in these ‘contects, thus 1esulting
from love to God and man, his finmness was tempored
with gentleness, and his scal with meckness and
prudence. Iu few men perhaps weie moie happily
blended ¢ duaviter in modo’ with the * Sortity in e
On such oceqaions he was wanting neither in cloguence
nor firmness :—no threats could turn him aside fiom
rectitude-—neither intimidations nor biuibes could bend
hum from his duty or his puipose :—nothing could
move him fiom an unshahen steadmess of mind and of
countenance :—vittues which, whilst they increasel the
attachment of his fiiends, augmented the hatied and
rancour of his cnemics. .

** He possessed considerable habits of business; was
scrupulously exact in his wotldly trancactions : and was
by no means deficient in the hnowledge of secular
affairs in general. Ihs integrity was sterling and
conspicuous ; but, like many who ae cxtiemely nen-
gitive as to this cssential of reputable character, he
sometimes 1endered himself susperfed, by less serupu-
lous and henourable minds; by a confident impression
that his heart and motives were too aprrectly estimated
by those around him, to require frequent and punctilious
explanation. e thought others would sce him as he
was seen by himself, &l by his God. In this and in
some other respects, as with others of his missiongry
brethren, he was much migrepresented and litile oxtder.
stood. He was upright in principle, in profession, in
conduct.
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“In all the 1cqmeites for a thorough missionary
charaetcy, lie was probibly exeeeded by none who have
preceded hun m modan imes Ile wa not a meteor
that blucd and expired, but o star that remamed fiacd
m its orb  lakewecrtamm plwtie puneples, wm the
physical wold, wsthuutﬁ&hu h all matciial bodios would
be quuckly dissipated and lost, he wa distinguished by
aicat constaney m his work —1 const wey compounded
i courge o tiluwe, pa vainee, and patienee,
quahitics whch ant w4 md gave cfhegney to las
other vietuc N wer they heatireally cxhibited
shorf, violent cflodds, but bv 2 stewly, permnent,
unwenied, umicdding vengy nd progicdsion Has
meryy W o» without mp tuosity, calm, stcady, angd
vonsucutive M wholc hifc was one entne and
1 ibntwal con ¢ 1ihion to ‘h( work of hio divine Master ,
the eontmuc 1o J1c s1on of L ume desne—the glory
of God m the wilvition md hyppness of his fillow
men  he Indo sep tite e stence — 1w v Ius me o
wmd dimh to do e will of i Howenly Tther

‘e p «l guod nautunl tadents, a cdear,
viootou  wi i Com prehencave nund though not peihay s
di tmguishad for d samuntion o1y nahty, or depth of
thought, a1d tht, with con 1darible acquirements
dssical and theolo i d hitcn itme, pruncipally the result
of patient, paiscverng mdustry at college, 1cndered
hum o credit to the misstonuy socety & which he
belonged, and aa ornimunt to the Chistun ministry.
As o preachershis qualiications wqe of no ordmary
kind, and thcse—added to hi+ personal appearance and
his guntlemanly bearmg and#@emcanour, had he not
engagedl 1 forign scivice, whero he had hittle lesuro
and few opportumties for ipprovement,~would have
rawed him probably to a standing amongst the most
tespectable and useful numsters of the gospel M his
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natwe Ia.nd His general style of preac:hing was
’ snnple and corrcct; his mauner also simple, grave,
. sincére; his tones full and pathctic; he was always
earnost, 'often animated, and sometimes eloquent.
«“In his domestic rclatmns he was worthy the.
felicity he enjoyed ;—a tender husband, a fond father,
"an affectionate brother, and a kind master ;—a singular
pattern of harmless and inoffensive mirth—a sweetness
and familiarity that at once secured love and prescrved
respect—a, , kind of nobility, safe in its own worth, nor
needing. 14 maintain itsclf by a jealous and morose
distance andereserve. Mr. Burchell, as already inti-
mated, was not cxempt from the frailties and infirmities
common to human nature ;—and thus to say that he
had faults, is only to say that he was a man. A perfect
character, says Dr. Johnson, ‘is a faultless monster
that the world never saw—sine lube monstrum.” ¢
*In many of these attributes of his character, thus
imperfectly and briefly traced, he was greatly dissimilar
from his fricnd uud coadjutor, William Knibb; but he
was not inferior in real usefulness, and therefore in
real greatness, to that illustrious missionary. They
resided in the same locality—were disciplined in the
.same school—seemed destined to the same achicve-
ment; and thoogh thus possessing somewhat different
- characteristics, they yet admirably harmonized both in
_gounsel and’in action. They both seemed necessary ,&n
the accomplishment of the one great political and
moral transformagion, with which thei* names are, and
ever will be, especially identified. Likc Yates and
'Peafce in the east, Kii¥ob and Burchell were in thtf‘
wes&—‘ lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in thei¥.
dea&!x they were not (long) divided :'—nor must they"
e id history. , They have found an early grave. Theif -
“yequiem will b chanted by thousands who hg,ve knoew!p %
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or heard of them, and by millions yet unborn. They
occupied the high places of the field, and hazarded their
lives far the sake of the Lord Jesus They were the
certain heirs of a never-dying fame; as far above the
warrior, as the hegvens sre superior to the earth. In
their victories, they bodsted not of the number of the
slain, but of the saved ¥ They were the true patriots :—
they wrought miracles of philanthropy. They attained
the highest honours that can be given {o man. They
saw the work of their hands and gencrous hearts in the
freedom of the slave—in the enfrancfn'sgment of
multitudes of these sons of Ethiopia frorp the thraldom
of the god of this world to a—

“ Liberty

That monarchs cannot grant, nor all the powers
O1 earth and hell confcderate take away *

Then panegyric was not left {o the tardy justice of the
grave. Their actions thiew a light around their living
steps—their names were' written before their eyes in
the temple of immortality, They were  the servants of
the most high God’—* faithful unto death’—and thcy
have now their rest and their reward ”
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TaE biographer having written to John Candler, Esq., of
Chelmsford, requesting tv be favoured with any information
he was ahle to supply, had the  pleasure of recciving the
following letter in answer, which he inserts entire, that
the interest of it may not be affected by the transposition

of its paragraphs.

% Qak T'ree Cottage, near Chelmsford,
2nd of 11¢th Month, 1847,

“My ustEEMED Friexp, W. F. Boronery,—I{aving re-
moved from York to this place, thy letter did not reach me
till this morning. It would give me great pleasure to afford
thee any matqrials, however scanty, towards the memoir of
thy late excellent brother, Thomas Burchell ; but my know-
ledge of him was acquired only in Janaics, during two
visits to him, of abott three weeks altogetﬁcr, in the scene
and oentre of his ministerial labours ; and since that time,
a8 no' correspondence by i&ter has paswd between us, I
know little more of the incidents of his life, than the pub-
lications of the Baptist Missjpnary Society have furnished
me with. I loved and valued him, however, as a mpn, and
»a o dedicated setvant of his Lord.
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“Tho first time my wife and I became acquainted with
him was in the spring of 1840, at Montego Bay. We
airived at his house, in company with our friend, Jogeph
John Gurney, who was then travelling on religious service
in Jamaica. We were five jn number, ourselves, our friend
and brother in the gospg}, J. J. Curney, and his two com-
panions from the UnitedeStates of America. With a patri-
archal hospitality, he anfl his dear wife took us all in, gave
us # kind and hearty welcome, received us as Christian
friends, and afforded us every help we could desire in the
prosccution of the religious service to which we were then
bound, Most kindly and nobly did he introdieg us to the
people at Montego Bay, and especially to thuse of his own
large congregations. His chapel was placed ab our disposal
and we had the satisfaclion of meeting in it an assembly of
more than two thousand persous, chicfly hlack people, who
had been recently emancipated from slavery, and who
proyed by theit solid hefaviour and devout attention that
they had not attended in yain to the instructions of their
beloved minister and fricm‘l. Great indeed must have been
the care bestowed on then?, the sacrifices endured, and the
excrtions made for their henefit. Unly a few years before
they were bond-slaves, rude, ignorant, trodden under foot,
aud degraded, through the neglect of their presumed
owners and their own evil pussions, to the condition of
heathens and tho practices of heathenism. They were now
become, go it secrned to us, a living epistle of his lahour
among them, 1o be ¢ known and read of ull men’ What a
change ! and what an encouragement to thg poor servants
of & divine Lord and Master to occupy with the talents
bestowed on thefu for good in his church and family !

“Qur little*party went with thyw dear and honoured
brother to his stations in the mountain, and visited the
different focks that werc und@ his Christian care. At
évery spot, and in every ndighbourhood, we could see how
useful he had been :——schools established, children taught,
the gick attended with even hospital care, industry encou-~
raged, provisjon grounds cultivated, and good ordey preva-
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Tent, At Mount Carey, he not only enicrtained our whole
company most hospitably for some days, but, there being
no inn near, he accommodated also our servants and horses,
and ussisted us, in addition, by the loan of a servant and
horses of his own. Ile entertpined us, in short, as Chris-
tian Lrethren and friends, for thy gospel’s sake; and, like
Gaius of old, the host of the apomle John, helped us for-
ward on our journey ‘after a godly sort.’

“ But it was towards the end of the year 16810 that I
became 1eally acquainted with the virtues of this uncom-
mon and excgllent man. Mme is no strain of eulogy, but
the simple dutpouring of a mind impressed with the re-
nembrance of those virtues. Possessed of no meun powers
of mind, he had, in his conduct and conversation, much of
the sinplieity of a child ; and lns humble demeanour was
truly teaching to us. On our second journey through the
north of Jamaica, my wife and myself alone, we again paid
him a visit, and set out with himfand his wife and family
on u tour of inspection thiough the hill country in the
neighbourhood of Montego Bay, to trace the workings of
freedom among the late slaves, tb visit the schools, and to
converse with the people. Tt has sometimes becn asked
mo, * What is the good resulting from missionary labours,
as compared with the money spent on missions ?* A cold,
utilitarian question, which an observer of the good so re-
sulting would never put; but which 1 would answer, in
reference to the work of my deceascd friend, and as speak-
ing from the ecene of his lnbours, by saying, ¢ Come and
see’ Well do, I remember, and with livoly feclings of in-
torest, the journey we made with our mumonary brother to
Shortwood, Bethel Hill, and Mount (‘aroy Our company
consisted of seventecst persons, ten of us on horseback, four
others in & pony chawe, and three servants attending two
luggnage carts filled with bt.allmg, clothing, and provisions,
which it was found Docessary, on an extraordinary oocasion
of this,sort, to convey in this manner from place to place.
The meatings we held on our route were largely attended
by thogpeasantry; all neatly attived, and m: ny of them
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coming from o distance op horseback. Our chief topios of
address to them were, the duty of being industrious, to
turn from the evil practices of the dark days of slavery, to
enter religiously on arried life, to bestow on their chil
dren a good cducatiop and $o pay for it cheerfully, to buy
Jand and build improved gwellings, to avoid undue saverity
in correcting their chnldi®h, to shun extravagance in dress,
and, in short, to conduct themselves as a sober, honest,
industrious community, as peaceable and loyal subjects,—
an honour to the colony and the parent state. The ad-
dresses of our friend were listened to with more than
respect by the people,—1 might say with venerntion ; his
influence for good was extensive, and direeted with dis-
cretion and encrgy to almost every puint that concerned
their present and eternal well-lving, He not only recom;
mended the people to build houses, but showed them how
to set about it. We rode to visit one of his new townships .
ten houses were already bult or in course of building, with
a large, convenient garden'pttached to each of them, and
provision grounds a short way off. This little scttlement
was intended as a pattern for imitation in the country
round about; and the fushion thus set soon became fol-
lowed in many places. Many new free villages, composed
of numerous small frecholds, sprang up in this aud other
parts of Jamaica, to the great advantage of the common
people ; giving them, as we say in this country, ‘a stake in
the hedge ;> and elevating them in political socicty, as well
as in manners and morals.

“One striking instance of the attachment of the people,
in these parts, to thy late brother, came under our notice
whilst we 7ere wxﬂh him at Mount Carey. A noble school-
100m had been erected there, m which ide people assembled
also for public worship ; but therg was no meeting-house or
chapel devoted oxclusively to Sh object. Such a building
wag tauch needed. He guve nohce, during our stay, that
on such a morning (mentiouigg the day) he intended to
begin operationsefor a new chapel, by clearjug the ground
and digging thf foundation ; and requested, as a favamr of
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all who heard him, that they would devote that day to
assist him in the work, and that they would bring with
them their hoes, mattocks, crowbars, and other implements.
1 rode out early that morning, for exercise and health, and
was delighted to sec the peoply comitys Lo the spot, from all
parts of the country, for many miles round  The task was
commenced : more than five hidedred laboureis, men, wo-
men, and young people, set thelr hands diligently to the
work. A new road was opened and made. and the found-
ation cleared in a rocky soil for the intended luilding. At
four o'clock, when the day’s work was done, the people
stood round the opened trenche-, and, whilst a peal of
distant thund.r was rolling on the hlls, sang a hymn of
praise. The iissionary thanked them vary feelingly for
their kindness in having so readily met lug wishes, in
coming to work ; and they vetned with joyful feclings to
their own loved homes, made dear to themn by freedom, and
doubly dear by the consolatiofs wlich the gospel rings,
and of which many of them, 2 have no dould, felt them
sclves the happy partakers.  We heard much, when in this
part of the country, of the self sacrificing efforts of our
departed friend for the good of all classes of the commu-
nity. He had been persccuted, in the time of slavery,
abmost to death; but forgave his persccutors, and strove
to henefit their condition hy extending kindness to them
in every possible way. He hecame a peacemaker, and was
much sought to, and honoured in, that capacity, both by
whites and blacks. e seemed to neglect no means to help
his neighboprs, and his trials were unceasing. Jamaica,
indecd, owes him much ; and few individuals deserve to he
had iu more lasting remembrance.

I have especisf. canse to remember him, for his great
kindness to me and my wife, in assisting our objects, and
attending to our persmr:‘ﬂ comforts. [ was taken sick of
fever at his house, and my wife was algo an invalid ; and
we received all the attentjon and kinduss from himself
and his now bpreaved widow and daughter which a Chris-
tianefamily, actuated by love, could well hestow. Mount
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Carey, their country residence, was a sunny spot to us; and
we shall long remember, with grateful feelings of regard,
the many hours we spent under its hospitable roof.

“ A memoir of thy dear brother will prove, I have no
doubt, a useful addition to our biographical litcrature.
Muy it stimulate itsVreaders, not only to appreciate the
character, but to follow t* example of so good and useful
a man.

“ T remain thy sincere friend,
“JonN CANDLER.”

B. .

Ar a meeting of the committee of the Baptist Missionary
Society, held October 7th, §646, 8. M. Pero, Esq, in the
chair, it was resolved unaniMously—

“That this committee record on their minutes, with
sentiments of profound submission to the will of God, and
of affection for the memory of their departed brother, the
death of the Rev, Thomas Burchell. Called by divine grace
to the ministry of the gospel, and, under the influence of
Christian zcal, resolving to exercise that ministry among
the negro population of Jamaica, ot a time when they were
held in cruel bondage, he was sent to that island as a mis-
sionary in the year 1823. His earnest piety, h.m bold and
faithful preaching, his sympathy with the oppressed and his
efforts to mitigate Wwhen he could not redress their wrongs,
together with his patient endurance of #pil and persecution,
for their sakes, greatly endeared him to the flock which he
was instrumenta} in gathering to#he fold of Christ ; while
his manly sense, jis steady judfment, his prudence, decision,
and, firmness, gfve him influ among the churches at
large, and qualified him to use 1t with personal honour and
public advant:
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“ Revisiting his native land to recruit his health, he was
not permitted to return to his family and his fleck; but
fell on slecp, in the assured hope of salvation through the
blood of the Lamb. The ¢committee deplore, in his removal,
the loss of one of their most distinguished and deservedly
honoured missionaries , and, dffering” their Christian sym-
pathy to his bereaved widow a\d relatives, as well as to
the church which constituted hii pastoral charge and the
hrethren amongst whom he hived and laboured, would com
fort them and he themselves comforted, knowing that since
for hum *to live was Christ, to die is gam.’”

Josern ANuus,
Secretary to the Baptist Missionary Nocrety.

¢ 3. RADDON, PRINTNR, CASTLS STASEY, vnv*mn.
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